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May 18, 2026
 
Members in attendance: Tim Brown, John Janas, Edward Metzger, Jerry Miller, Marlene North, Virginia Nuzum
 
Members absent/excused: Rebecca Ferguson

Guests:  Stacy Cox, Michele Solether, Melissa Coe, Tom Huffman, Katie Klug, Stacey Rife, Barb Dussel, Joanne Hayward, Carly Dauch, Amy Brinkman, Danielle Galbraith, Brook Bruman, Connor Galvin, Marie Thomas, Amy Knauss, Scott McKeown, Rachel Smith, Jen Krouse, Julie Sprague, Danielle Perkins, Kristina Overhulse, Emily Sisco, Lynne Beard, Brent Baer, Rhonda Kendall

Ethics Council
The Ethics Council was presented with two Outside Employment Requests.  The Council approved one and denied one.

Approval of Minutes
On a motion made by Edward Metzger and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved the April 20, 2026, minutes.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Authorization to Re-seek Bids – Wood Lane School Playground
Mr. Scott McKeown, Director of Operations, announced that the 2026 Capital Plan includes the renovation of the Wood Lane School Playground.  Mr. McKeown stated that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities contracted with OHM Advisors to design and specify this project.  Mr. McKeown stated that the 2026 Capital Plan appropriated $1,935,000 for this project.

Mr. McKeown stated that the Board authorized public bidding for the construction portion of the School Playground project in April, and no bids were received at the May 12, 2026, bid opening.

Mr. McKeown shared that communication was held between Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities and OHM Advisors with prospective bidders, and it was stated that the construction timeline was a barrier for contracts due to scheduled projects.

Mr. McKeown shared that with the contractor feedback, a flexible schedule for the Playground project is being developed to allow construction to begin between August 1, 2026, and November 1, 2026, with a completion date of June 15, 2027.

Mr. McKeown suggested that the Board authorize to re-advertise for public bids for the construction component of the Wood Lane School Playground Project.

On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by John Janas, the Board authorized the Superintendent to seek public bids for the Wood Lane School Playground Project, with a published construction estimate of $745,350.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.
Board Training Opportunities
Superintendent Baer announced that the Ohio Administrative Code OAC 5123:2-1-13, in-service training for members of county boards of developmental disabilities, states that board members must complete a minimum of four (4) hours of in-service training annually.  The rule also states that the director would identify topics related to the developmental disabilities service delivery system to be addressed during in-service training.  Superintendent Baer stated, Lindsay Nash, Director of the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities has identified DODD Director updates (1 hour) and System Funding Overview (1 hour) as 2026 training topics.  Superintendent Baer stated that Director Nash has identified that the Superintendent may choose any topic they feel would be most helpful for board members.  Superintendent Baer announced that Board Members of Wood County have completed one hour of the four hours required.   Superintendent Baer stated that the remaining four hours would be held at the conclusion of the May, September, and October meetings.

Superintendent Baer announced that the Board would complete the second hour of training immediately following today’s board meeting.
· Leading the Way with your SSA

Personnel Actions
The Board reviewed the personnel actions as submitted.

Wood County Family and Children First Council - Recommended Annual Contribution for Mandated Members
On a motion made by Jerry Miller and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the Superintendent to pay the approved 2026 annual contribution to Wood County Family and Children First Council in the amount of $25,000.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Policy Update
Superintendent Baer announced that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities routinely reviews the practices of its daily operation with a focus on increasing efficiency.  Superintendent Baer announced that the following policies have been identified for updates:

· Policy and Procedure Review/Revision
· Removed the word annually
· Added – on a rotation
· Prior Use of Facilities and Equipment
· Updated formatting for the policy, removed “169 Board” 
· Preventative Hepatitis B Vaccine
· Removed outdated information
· Added – to govern a procedure
· Multi-System Youth Home
· Renamed from Children’s Home to Multi-System Youth Home in title and paragraph.
· Employment First
· Removed old code.  No further changes.
· Emergency Closing/Early Dismissal for all Wood County Board of DD Facilities and Programs
· Added Board Personnel.

On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved the above policies as presented.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Committee Update
Superintendent Baer announced that the Program Committee met to discuss the Information Security Program, the results of the Crowe Cyber review, and the development of a business impact analysis. 

Cyber Security Update
Ms. Stacy Cox, Fiscal and IT Director, presented to the Board a brief overview of the Information Security Program.  Ms. Cox stated that Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities Tech Support partnered with Crowe in 2025 to analyze and test the board’s cyber security controls and systems.

On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved the Information Security Program.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Rec Update
Ms. Jen Krouse, Recreation & Wellness Manager and Special Olympics Local Coordinator, provided an overview of the continued growth and expansion of Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities Recreation & Wellness programming.

The presentation highlighted increased participation across programs, the development of new recreational opportunities, and the ongoing efforts to promote inclusion, wellness, community engagement, and meaningful experiences for individuals of all ages served through Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities.

Multi-Purpose Turf Field Update
Mr. Scott McKeown, Director of Operations, announced that the 2026 Capital Plan includes $385,000.00 for the design and installation of a multi-purpose turf field to be located south of the Friendship Wall Courtyard and Bocce Court area.

Mr. McKeown stated that the turf field will be utilized by Wood Lane School students, Early Intervention enrollees, and Wood County Special Olympics Flag Football and Bocce teams.

Mr. McKeown stated that Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities is actively working with Maumee Bay Turf, Inc., located in Oregon, OH, on the design and installation, with a current project estimate of $369,440.00.  Mr. McKeown also stated that Maumee Bay Turf, Inc. and Tencate, the turf manufacturer, have pre-vetted, competitively bid contracts for the manufacture and installation of fields for public entities in Ohio through The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS).

Mr. McKeown announced that TIPS is a national cooperative purchasing program available to political subdivisions in Ohio as authorized by Ohio Revised Code 9.48.  TIPS provides access to competitively procured nationwide public contracts with manufacturers, vendors, and installers.  Membership in TIPS is free but is required to access pre-procured competitive pricing for the turf materials and installation.

On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by John Janas, the Board authorized the Superintendent to apply for membership in The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS).  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.
Wood Lane Foundation – Turf Field Fundraiser
Superintendent Baer announced that the Wood Lane Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 1997 to support the programs and services of the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities, along with other organizations throughout Wood County that serve individuals with developmental disabilities.

Ms. Ms. Beth Fritz, a member of the Wood Lane Foundation, presented information about the Wood Lane Foundation – Turf Field Fundraiser and the impact the project would have on the community.

	Below is a description how the “Buy the Yard” Fundraiser campaign will work:
The campaign offers several “Zone” sponsorship opportunities:
· Support Zone - $150 per square 
· Empower Zone - $300 per square 
· Inspire Zone - $500 per square 
· Wildcat Zone - $1,000 per square 

Larger contributions could be made:
· Support Zone Major Sponsorship - $3,000 
· Empower Zone Major Sponsorship - $5,000 
· Inspire Zone Major Sponsorship - $7,500 
· Field Naming Sponsorship - $75,000 

Career Recognition
Superintendent Baer announced that Jan Hehl, Lead School Cook would be retiring on June 1, 2026, after 17 years in public service to the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities.

Superintendent Baer stated, Jan has served the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities with dedication, passion, and a focus on the students at Wood Lane School. It has been an honor to work with Jan, and we wish her the best in retirement.

Expenditures and Receipts 
On a motion made by Jerry Miller and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the expenditures and receipts as presented in the Fiscal Report. 

Comments from Guests
· Melissa Coe, FCFC Coordinator, thanked the Board for their approval of the 2026 annual contribution to Wood County and Children First Council

Adjournment
On a motion made by Marlene North and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved to adjourn the meeting at 3:50pm.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.



___________________________			______________________________
President						Secretary
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