Family and Children First Council Meeting
March 18, 2026
8:30 a.m. — Wood County Job and Family Services
Members in Attendance

Voting Members: Crista Metzger-Leady, Casey Schutt, Joseph Gruss, Ben Robison, Brent Baer, Kyle Kanuckel, Matt Snow, Tori Williams, Theresa Towner, Kristin Nagel, Melanie VanDyne
Voting Advocates: Teri Laurer, Jen Robeson, Sandra De Steno, Kathy Mull, Courtney Rice, Jasmine Church
Non-Voting Advocates: Melissa Coe, Brianne Schooley, Michael Fuller, Sandi Carsey, Danielle Perkins, Terri Ellis, Shanna Gerken, Danya Claes, Ashley Zuhlsdorf, Tori Williams, Rachel Aeschliman, Leslie Maderas, Anastasia Lacure-Wiley, Christina Deutschman

I. Call to Order/Welcome: Meeting called to order at 8:33am
a. Leslie Maderas – WCHD
b. Tori Williams - DYS

II. Approval of Minutes 
February 18, 2026
Motion to Approve: Melanie VanDyne
Second: Matthew Snow
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 
III. Review of Fiscal Reports — Michael Fuller 
Total remaining funds in the general ledger: $240,829.55
For additional information about specific funds, please refer to the fiscal report.

Motion to Approve: Kyle Kanuckel
Second: Brent Baer
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 

IV. Presentation – Family Connects Ohio Registered Nurse Home Visiting Model – Wood County Health Department – Leslie Maderas 
a) Are currently in wave two of the rollout program.
b) Goal of implementation within 3 weeks of a newborn being home.
c) Service is offered at no cost to recipient. 
d) All visits are made by a registered nurse.
e) Open to any newborns in Wood County
f) Visits last 60-90 minutes at home, physical assessment is completed on both caregiver and infant The nurse will listen while at the assessment and refer to beneficial resources.
g) This program falls under the Help Me Grow umbrella. 
i. The nurse connects to the Help Me Grow Community Resource list, which is listed on their website.
h) Most cases are a single visit. 
i) The first visit for this program will happen in May. 
j) Flyers and brochures about this program are available. 

V. Coordinator Report — Melissa Coe
a.) Service Coordination/Wraparound Numbers – There are 14 service coordination cases and 1 wraparound case. Had been hoping to transfer out some service coordination cases, but families needed more support.
b.) Advocacy Day – FCFC March 10, 2026 – Melissa was able to meet with Haraz Ghanbari’s aide and share what Wood County’s FCFC does. Attended the State of the State address. Emphasized FCFC’s importance in this community.
c.) Shared Plan – The shared plan has been made for 2026-2028. Working towards creation of a trauma competent community and promoting trauma informed care.
i. Outcomes: Increase awareness of trauma informed care. Will break out into smaller groups throughout community. The main goal is to work to get this implemented. Courtney Rice and Jasmine Church are on the committee, which is open to any who would like to join. More information will be shared with the group as this progresses. 
ii. Another goal is to increase the number of schools involved with Handle with Care. Angie Patchen has been in charge of this. Many schools in the area are now using Handle With Care. Still working to reach out to North Baltimore schools. Perrysburg is utilizing this and has had success.
iii. With the training of law enforcement, we have gotten many more Handle with Care notifications this year. Awareness is growing in the community; however, some schools haven’t received notifications. Melissa will meet with Angie and NAMI to see if there are improvements that can be made going forward. 
d.) MSY Funding – Signed off on contract to participate for the funding. In meeting, ODM informed us that there is a pause in accepting MSY applications. Can be applied through FCFC and OhioRise. There is not enough money going forward. Yesterday, they reported they are still accepting applications. 
e.) MSY funding started in 2020. State funded 2,055 youth. Unsure what they were funded for. Most peers Melissa reached out to reported they used funding for residential placements although it varied across the state. Total amount that we utilized as a county was $540,508.00. FCFC usage was $14,706.20. This was more than other counties. We also use money from other pools of funding. Funds are dispersed through Medicaid but state funding resides in the state Family and Children First Cabinet. The FCFC Fiscal Agent keeps track of all funding. 
f.) Spring Fling Family Fair – April 25 at Elmwood High School. People are registering. A flyer was attached to today’s meeting information. If families  register, they get an extra raffle ticket. Care Source is sponsoring the event. If agency hasn’t signed up to have a table, there is still time.
g.) Other – Melissa will start sending out donation letters in May and June She states that we are lucky to have collaboration within the community at Wood County.

VI. New Business 
a) Nothing at this time.

VII. Old Business
a) OhioRise – In Wood County, received referrals 20 last month and 16 this month. 7 came from public defender’s office. In Wood County there are 185 cases open. 
b) Housing – No updates at this time. 
c) Mental Health/Psychiatric availability – Still have availability with second NP and has been opened up to non-clients of CRC.

VIII. Committee Reports 
a) Early Childhood Task Force – Danielle Perkins – Met last week, Melissa was spotlight and she shared about FCFC with the group. EI Task Force completed five hours of training and had 57 participants. Will be completing Developmental Screenings on April 29 for those under age 5. Next meeting is Monday April 13, and CRC will be the spotlight.
b) Trauma Informed Care – Amanda Kern – Nothing at this time.
c) No Wrong Door Committee – Courtney Rice – Committee hosted gatekeeper training on first Friday in March. Good conversation, planning to meeet again to schedule more webinars.

IX. Parent Representatives 
a) Crista Metzger-Leady reported having many families that need laundry detergent, soap, shampoo, especially for curly hair. Tried calling 211 and they didn’t have anything. Brown Bag has limited supply. She wanted to know if anyone is collecting these items. Danya Claes stated she usually does this if they are residing within BG city schools, even if they attend another school. The Cocoon also does provide those items, especially if they have an overflow. If someone is on Medicaid, their care coordinators can help provide for these things. CPS also provides needed goods. CRC has a pantry for those involved in services. 
b) There is a family that needs laundry services. Sandra De Steno noted there is Operation Clean Duds in Oregon and Toledo. Toothpaste and hygiene items at food pantries are meeting those needs. Suggest checking there as well. At BGSU  – Center for Women and Gender Equity.
c) Pinwheels for Prevention - April 1 - silent auction at Atrium
d) DD Awareness Month in March – several events happening this month, including the Polar Plunge.
e) Sexual Assault Awareness Month is in April – Kathy Mull will share info with Melissa.
f) Scam - It was noted that if you receive a phone call from a gentleman from company called Internal Changes, looking to house individuals coming out of temporary housing situations. This is not legitimate. If agencies get calls from this agency, please do not refer anyone. 
X. Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn: Melanie VanDyne
Second: Sandra De Steno
Adjournment: 9:45am
Next Meeting: 
April 15, 2026
8:30 am

