 Family and Children First Council Meeting
June 17, 2026
8:30 a.m. — Wood County Job and Family Services
Members in Attendance

Voting Members: Crista Metzger-Leady, Casey Schutt, Joseph Gruss, Amanda Kern, Rachel Aeschliman, Christina Harper, Kyle Kanuckel, Matt Snow, Dr. Ted Bowlus, Denise Delucio, Theresa Towner, Kristin Nagel
Voting Advocates: Teri Laurer, Jen Robeson, Sandra DeSteno, Kathy Mull, Courtney Rice, Jasmine Church
Non-Voting Advocates: Melissa Coe, Brianne Schooley, Michael Fuller, Sandi Carsey, Amy Brinkman, Danielle Perkins, Anastasia Lacure Willey, Jennie Bellman-Horner, Tyler Briggs, Leslie Maderas, Araya Musselman, Rachel Whitehead

I. Call to Order/Welcome: Meeting called to order at 8:30am 
a. Jennie Horner – Regional Coordinator – Ohio Children and Family First Council

II. Chair Position – Jasmine Church will begin as Chair today. 
III. Responsible Fatherhood Community Passport Program – Tyler Briggs
a) Flyers and business cards were left with Melissa
b) The first event for the passport program was on June 5.
c) 20 activities in total are planned for the passport
d) June 28 will be the final event
e) Free healthy food option for 100 people, going to have 12 vendors, resources, games, musical guests and entertainment and bounce house
f) Will use a three tier incentive for attending events. 
g) Hope to hold event again next year.

IV. Approval of Minutes 
a. May 20, 2026
Motion to Approve: Kristin Nagel
Second: Theresa Towner
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 
V. Review of Fiscal Reports — Michael Fuller 
Total remaining funds in the general ledger: $263,160.05
For additional information about specific funds, please refer to the fiscal report.

Motion to Approve: Kyle Kanuckel
Second: Sandra DeSteno
Abstained: None
Vote: All Ayes — Motion Carried 

VI. Family Connects Ohio – Leslie Maderas – Wood County Health Department
a) Wave 2 of program
b) Embedded in 20 states
c) Family connects model
i. Three weeks after birth
ii. For anyone in the county.
iii. Care is provided by an RN.
iv. Nurses connect with the family and identify needs, then connect the family to resources.
v. Home visits last 60-90 minutes.
d) Purpose of Community Advisory Board
i. Strengthen network
ii. Find solutions to identified needs 
iii. Listen to updates from community stakeholders
iv. Referrals – can be made online, by calling the Health Department, or by word of mouth
v. Will next be at October meeting for FCFC. 
vi. Goal is to increase opportunities for increased utilization.
VII. Vice Chair Position open 
a) Nominations are needed. 
b) Jasmine will complete the term for Ben Robison and then will serve her term in January. 
c) The next Vice Chair will not become Chair until 2028.
d) Because no nominations from the floor were submitted, the Bylaws state that FCFC must put together a committee to determine who in the council will fill the open position.

VIII. Coordinator Report — Melissa Coe
a.) Service Coordination/Wraparound Numbers – Have 16 service coordination cases and no current wraparound cases.
b.) Update – Working on respite, many parents need a break, kids also need a break. Respite options are not plentiful. 
i. Melissa and Lora Graves are meeting with a foster agency to explore respite options.
ii. Melissa is also having conversations with Adriel. They had done previous parent coaching with FCFC. Have not been able to hire parent coaching position. They are doing respite, but are unsure if it is in the area. Melissa will reach out to see if there is anyone in the area through Adriel.
c.) Sandra DeSteno asked whether National Youth Advocacy Program still offers respite.
i. Cadence Care has been doing IHBT, but the person must be on Medicaid to receive it. Recently hired someone from BGSU to work with families. 
ii. If you hear of any other options, please let Melissa know.
iii. Crista Metzger-Leady asked about Abundance of Care in Toledo, unsure if they have it, it may be through OhioRIse.
iv. Because of Medicaid fraud waste abuse prevention– providers are being scrutinized right now.
d.) Will be doing outreach at Wooster on the Green, working with library.
e.) Assisting with Fatherhood Day, assisting with water donations.
f.) Meeting with Otsego School superintendent to see if Spring Fling can be housed at Otsego in the upcoming year.
g.) Melissa presented on a child who was referred from WCBDD intake, awaiting testing results to see it they qualify for services. He was arrested for domestic violence towards family. Melissa met the family at the court. Family moved from S. Africa a year ago. Mom was appreciative for FCFC being at the court date. The youth was at the detention center for 2 weeks because of aggression towards his family. 
h.) Sailing camp for kids with autism – 3-day camp in Toledo.

IX. New Business 
a) Kids Summit 2026 – Last held in 2024. Will be doing again this year. 
b) From the State meeting, there are 3 goals:
i. Maternal infant wellness – reduce rate of infant mortality
ii. Early care and education – increase rate of readiness on the KRA
iii. Reduce the rate of children entering foster care
c) Will be held on September 2nd in Columbus. There are 10 spots, with designated representatives on who should be attending.
i. There is a shift from planning phase to evaluating and implementing phase.
d) At the last Kids Summit, discussed shared plan and hope to have more guidelines as this moves forward.
e) Regional FCFC meeting, compiling feedback. 
i. Universal feedback received was a change start time is needed to reduce costs.

X. Old Business
a) OhioRise – Frank Drago has retired. Interim is Nick Miller, will be filling in for hm and will post position.
b) Housing –  Nothing at this time.
c) Mental Health/Psychiatric availability – Goal to have Crisis Residential facility open by July 1.
d) By FCFC meeting in August, it should be open.

XI. Committee Reports 
a) Early Childhood Task Force – Danielle Perkins – Met on June 8th Sarah Heldmann from WCBDD presented on the Assistive Technology Grant. Shared updates. The Interagency transition agreement was sent out for superintendents’ signatures. There will be no meeting in July. Next meeting will be on August 10th.  The Health Department will be presenting on Family Connects Chio.
b) Trauma Informed Care – Amanda Kern – Met Monday, still working to build TIC system of care training and looking at how to develop the model. Looking for resources. 
c) No Wrong Door Committee – Courtney Rice – In the process of scheduling a meeting for July. Will update in August.

XII. Parent Representatives –
a) Parent Representative Committee - Completing a survey. No results yet. 
b) Wood County Parent representatives are on the subcommittee. 

XIII. Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn: Kristin Nagel
Second: Crista Metzger Leady
Adjournment: 9:31am
Next Meeting: 
August 19, 2026
8:30 am
NO JULY MEETING

