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June 15, 2026

Members in attendance: Tim Brown, Rebecca Ferguson, John Janas, Edward Metzger, Jerry Miller, Virginia Nuzum
 
Members absent/excused: Marlene North

Guests:  Amy Dauer, Charese Botjer, Brenden B, Joanne Hayward, Stacy Cox, Michele Solether, Becky Fitzpatrick, Danielle Perkins, Laura Mclaughlin, Marie Thomas, Emily Dunipace, Stacey Rife, Ally Voland, Jenn Speaker-Parcel, Amy Brinkman, Amy Knauss, Julie Sprague, Audrey Stock, Megan O’Brien, Melissa Gregg, Tammy Presnall, Kim Cole, Resa Hastings, Sue Tate, Amanda Esquivel, Nick Niezgodas, Talmadge, Isaac, Ciara, Brent Baer, Rhonda Kendall

Approval of Minutes
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved the May 18, 2026, meeting minutes.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Strategic Plan Initiative for Provider Success: Provider Agency Spotlight
Ms. Laura Mclaughlin, Provider Relations Specialist, announced that Luther Home of Mercy has been nominated as the agency Provider Success.  Ms. Mclaughlin announced that Luther Home of Mercy is certified to provide Homemaker Personal Care and HPC Transportation, Participant-directed HPC, Ohio Shared Living, Non-medical Transportation, Career Planning, Vocational Services, Individual and Group Employment Services, Residential Respite, Adult Day Services, Money Management, Home Modification, Delegated Nursing, Nursing, and Supported Living.

Several members of Luther Home of Mercy were in attendance to accept the recognition and speak about their agency and the services they provide.

Personnel Actions
The Board reviewed the personnel actions as submitted.

Contracts for Service
On a motion made by Edward Metzger and seconded by Rebecca Ferguson, the Board approved the following contracts 
1. Easterseals of Northwest Ohio, Inc.
Vehicle Lease
Not to exceed $4,638.34
Effective: June 1, 2026-December 31, 2026

2. Medicaid Billing Solutions, Inc. (MBS)
Medicaid Billing Services
Not to exceed $30,000.00
Effective: July 1, 2026-June 30, 2027

All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Food Service Annual Update
Ms. Becky Fitzpatrick, the substitute Head Cook at Wood Lane School, provided a report to the Board on Wood Lane School’s food service program.  Ms. Fitzpatrick announced that the report clarifies that Wood Lane School has qualified for the Community Eligibility Provision for the past two years.  Ms. Fitzpatrick stated that all students received free breakfast and lunch during the 2025-2026 school year, and the school may continue providing free meals during the 2026-2027 school year.  Ms. Fitzpatrick also reported that participation in the Community Eligibility Provision would cost $500.00 per month, which would cover the difference between the federal reimbursement received for the meals and their actual cost.

On a motion made by Jerry Miller and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved the request for continuing to participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) providing free breakfast and lunch for every student, with an approximate cost to the Board of about $500 per month to provide for the difference between reimbursed costs and actual costs of meals.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Budget Commission – Budget Request CY2026
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the budget request for 2027 to be submitted to the Wood County Budget Commission.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

WCBDD Insurance – Liability/Property/Fleet/ (Package), Pollution, and Cyber Policies
Scott McKeown, Director of Operations, announced to the Board that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities seeks competitive insurance proposals from the marketplace every three years.  Mr. McKeown stated that proposals were pursued in 2024, and the 2026-2027 policy premiums (listed below) are a renewal of coverage through the Ohio School Plan, with Hylant Administrative Services acting as our agent.  Mr. Mckeown also stated that competitive proposals would be sought for presentation to the Board next year.

Coverage costs for the 2025-2026 policy year are as follows:
	Coverage
	2023-24
	2024-25
	2025-26
	Current Proposal
2026-27
	Increase %
YoY

	Property/Liability/Fleet
	$50,983.00
	$56,855.00
	$62,561.00
	$66,401.00
	6.14%

	Cyber
	$5,205.00 
	$6,540.00
	$5,655.00
	$7,675.00 *
	35.72%

	Pollution
	$316.00 
	$416.00
	$440.00
	$440.00
	0.00%

	Total Cost
	$56,504.00 
	$63,811.00
	$68,656.00
	$74,516.00
	8.54%



Mr. McKeown announced that the 8.54% total premium increase is similar to last year’s 7.59% increase.

Notable impacts on premiums include:
· Property Values increased $5,135,724 (Two MSY Homes, Building B Renovation and Addition)
· Increase in individuals served 
· Fleet – Vehicle replacements, Newer bus fleet
· * Cyber – This quote reflects a reduction in the per-incident deductible to $2500.  A policy retaining the $25,000 per-incident deductible selected in 2024 and 2025 was quoted at $6851.67.

On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved the Property, Liability, Auto, Violence, Cyber, and Pollution insurance package offered by the Ohio School Plan – Hylant Administrative Services at a cost of $74,516.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Policy Exploration
On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved updates on the following Policies for Wood Lane School:

· AI in Education – new policy required by Revised Code 3301.24 that schools must have in effect by July 1st, 2026. Wood Lane School will adopt Ohio’s AI in Education: Model Policy. 
· School Attendance – Completely Revised due to state law shifting from focusing on unexcused absences to supporting early intervention for students at risk of becoming chronically absent and requiring schools to update their attendance policies by August 1st, 2026. 
 
All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved updates on the following Policies for Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities: 

· Payment for Dental Services – The policy should be obsoleted as its primary purpose was related to when the board provided adult day services. In addition, potential requests for assistance with dental services can be addressed through our existing family supports services and/or voucher program.
· Payment for Medical Services - – The policy should be obsoleted as its primary purpose was related to when the board provided adult day services. In addition, potential requests for assistance with medical services can be addressed through our existing family supports services and/or voucher program.

All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Wood Lane School Playground Sitework – Reject Bid and Re-Bid
Mr. Scott McKeown, Director of Operation, announced that the 2026 Capital Plan includes the renovation of the Wood Lane School Playground.  Mr. McKeown stated that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities contracted with OHM Advisors to design and specify this project.  Mr. McKeown stated that $1,935,000.00 has been appropriated for this project in the 2026 Capital Plan.

Mr. Mc. McKeown announced that the Board authorized a second round of bidding for the sitework portion of the School Playground project in May following an unsuccessful initial public bid solicitation.  Mr. McKeown stated that one bid was received at the June 9, 2026, bid opening.

	2026 Wood Lane School Playground Sitework

	Bidder
	Bid Bond
	Addenda Acknowledged
	Bid Amount

	Geddis Paving and Excavating
	X
	X
	$1,016,800.00


Mr. McKeown that the one bid received was submitted by Geddis Paving and Excavating, which was 36.4% over the construction estimate.  Any public bid exceeding the construction estimate by 10% or more must be rejected (ORC 153.12).
Mr. McKeown announced that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities is seeking the Board’s authorization to re-advertise for public bids for the sitework component of the Wood Lane School Playground Project.  The published construction estimate would not exceed $845,350.00.

On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved to reject the bid from Geddis Paving and Excavating for exceeding the published construction estimate by more than ten percent.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved to authorize the Superintendent to seek public bids for the Wood Lane School Playground Sitework, with a published construction estimate not to exceed $845,350.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Career Recognition
Superintendent Baer announced that Ms. Emily Dunipace, Service & Support Administrator, would be retiring on August 1, 2026. Emily began her career with the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities as the Volunteer Coordinator on July 30, 2012. On April 28, 2019, she transitioned to the role of Community Engagement Specialist, where she continued to build upon a strong foundation of quality relationships while promoting Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities events, programs, and services throughout the greater community. Emily began serving as a Service & Support Administrator on October 24, 2021.

Superintendent Baer stated that Emily’s genuine personality and positive attitude enabled her to build strong, meaningful relationships with individuals and their families.

Emily’s dedication, compassion, and commitment to the individuals and families she served has made a lasting impact on the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities community. She will be greatly missed, and we wish her all the best in her retirement.

Expenditures and Receipts 
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved the expenditure and receipts as presented in the Fiscal Report.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.


Comments from Guests
· Emily Sisco, Wood Lane School Principal, introduced Amy Dauer, Head Cook at Wood Lane School
· Charese Botjer, Communications and Community Engagement Manager, introduced Brendan Bruman, Community Engagement Specialist

Adjournment
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by John Janas, the Board adjourned the meeting at 3:15pm.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.
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