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April 20, 2026

Members in attendance: Tim Brown, Rebecca Ferguson, John Janas, Edward Metzger, Jerry Miller, Marlene North, Virginia Nuzum
 
Members absent/excused:

Guests: Stacy Cox, Michele Solether, Stacey Rife, Katie Klug, Scott McKeown, Cheryl Schroeder, Logan Lanson, Emily Lawrence, Joanne Hayward, Carly Dauch, Charese Botjer, Amy Brinkman, Marie Thomas, Cara Groman, Amy Knauss, Danielle Perkins, Melissa Coe, Kristin Nagel, Danielle Galbreth, Lynne Beard, Rachel Smith, Barb Dussel, Emily Sisco, Brent Baer, Rhonda Kendall

Approval of Minutes
 On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson to amend the March 16, 2026, meeting minutes to reflect Jerry Miller was in attendance, and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the March 16, 2026, meeting minutes.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Community Honors Awards update
Ms. Charese Botjer, Communications and Community Engagement Coordinator, announced that the Annual Community Honor Awards Ceremony was held April 10, 2026.  Ms. Botjer stated that this event is a celebration of those who go above and beyond to create a more inclusive and supportive world for individuals with developmental disabilities.

The awards winners are as follows:
· The Community Impact Award | Ryan Penny
· The Cammi Chamberlain “Pillar of Character” Award | Tiffany Rettig
· Volunteer of the Year Award | Zak Kern
· The Empowering Minds Award | June Strohmaier
· Individual Achievement Award | Dane Zeisloft
· The Young Pioneer Award | The Brikmanis Family
· Helping Hands Award | Mick Ingraham

School Bus Bids – Accept/Reject
Mr. Scott McKeown, Director of Operations, reported that the Board had rejected the single bid received at the February 23, 2026, Board meeting and subsequently approved issuing a second public bid notice.

Mr. McKeown further reported that three bids were received at the April 13, 2026, bid opening.  Mr. McKeown stated that following a full review of the bid proposals, the bid from Cardinal Bus Sales was determined to be the lowest and best bid, most closely meeting the Board’s school bus specifications and preferred propane fuel system requirements.  Mr. McKeown recommended that the manufacturer’s diagnostic software package be included in the award.

The bid tabulation is below for review:
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On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by John Janas, the Board approved to accept the School Bus Bid submitted by Cardinal Bus Sales in the amount of $180,972.00 and authorized the purchase of diagnostic software in the amount of $2,300.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.     

Board Member Training
Superintendent Baer announced that the Ohio Administrative Code OAC 5123:2-1-13, in-service training for members of county boards of developmental disabilities, states that board members must complete a minimum of four (4) hours of in-service training annually.  The rule also states that the director would identify topics related to the developmental disabilities service delivery system to be addressed during in-service training.  Superintendent Baer stated, Lindsay Nash, Director of the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities has identified DODD Director updates (1 hour) and System Funding Overview (1 hour) as 2026 training topics.  Superintendent Baer stated that Director Nash has identified that the Superintendent may choose any topic they feel would be most helpful for board members.  Superintendent Baer announced that Board Members of Wood County would complete board trainings at the conclusion of the April, May, September, and October meetings.

Superintendent Baer announced that the Board would complete the first hour of training immediately following today’s board meeting.
· Navigating County Board of Developmental Disabilities Services

OACB Spring Conference
Superintendent Baer announced that the 2026 Spring Conference of the Ohio Association of County Boards (OACB) is scheduled for May 21 & 22, 2026.  Superintendent Baer stated that if a room is needed, please let Rhonda Kendall know.

Personnel Actions
The Board reviewed the personnel actions as submitted.

Contract for Service
On a motion made by Edward Metzger and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the following contract for service:

1. StationMD
Telemedicine and Telehealth Services
Not to exceed $1,200.00
Effective: February 24, 2026-December 31, 2026

All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.
	
Authorization to Seek Bids – Wood Lane School Playground
Mr. Scott McKeown, Director of Operations, announced that the 2026 Capital Plan includes the renovation of the Wood Lane School Playground.  Mr. McKeown stated that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities has contracted with OHM Advisors to design and specify this project.  Mr. McKeown announced that $1,935,000 has been appropriated for this project.

Mr. McKeown shared the three components of the playground project (as follows):

1. Equipment – accessible play equipment, shade structures, benches, tables, storage, and receptacles.
a. All equipment will be obtained directly from the manufacturer through cooperative purchasing agreements and include installation.
b. Equipment Cost Estimate - $396,936.00
2.  Play Surfacing – accessible play surfaces to include poured-in-place rubberized surfaces and artificial turf surfaces.
a. All play surface materials will be obtained directly from the manufacturer through cooperative purchasing agreements and include installation.
b. Play Surfacing Cost Estimate - $320,000.00
3. Playground Construction – demolition and equipment removal, excavation and earthwork, drainage, electrical, concrete and other pathway surfaces, fencing, site preparation for equipment and play surfaces, site furnishings, and landscaping.
a. Construction Estimate - $745,350.00

Mr. McKeown announced that we are seeking the Board’s authorization to advertise for public bids for the construction component of the Wood Lane School Playground Project with a published construction estimate of $745,350.00.

On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Rebecca Ferguson, the Board approved to authorize the Superintendent to seek public bids for the Wood Lane School Playground Project, with a published construction estimate of $745,350.00.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

2025-2027 Agency and School Calendars
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Marlene North, the Board approved the 2026-2028 12-Month Staff and School Calendars, and contingency plan for additional calamity days as presented.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Policy Updates
Superintendent Baer announced that the Wood County Board of Developmental Disabilities routinely reviews the practices of its daily operation with a focus on increasing efficiency.  Superintendent Baer announced that the following policies have been identified for updates: 

· Food Service Standards – The policy has been updated reflect recent expectations from Ohio House bill 10 that Wood Lane School food services will not purchase, as defined and prohibited by Ohio Revised Code,
· Food misbranded as a meat product or an egg product.
· Cultivated protein food product.
· Reimbursement for Cost Associated with Commercial Driver’s Licenses and Board Required Physicals – The policy has been updated to promote the immediate reimbursement of cost associated with commercials driver license.  The change is necessitated to assist in the recruitment and retainment of school bus drivers.
On a motion made by Jerry Miller and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the policy changes as presented.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Wood Lane School Graduation
Ms. Emily Sisco, Wood Lane School Principal, announced that Wood Lane School Graduation would be held Friday, May 15, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. at the Bowling Green Community Center, 1245 West Newton Road, in Bowling Green.  Ms. Sisco welcomed families, guests from the Board, and members of the community to attend in person.

Ms. Sisco announced that Wood Lane School graduates include, Maddox Cole Cameron (Rossford), Meredith Irene Deehr (Lake), Madison Reaann Ernest (Bowling Green) and Dallas Ryan Tolles (McComb).  Ms. Sisco stated that the students have all met their school district requirements for graduation via the standards established by the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce.  
 
MUI Training
Superintendent Baer stated that the Ohio Administrative Code OAC 5123-17-02, Addressing major unusual incidents and unusual incidents to ensure health, welfare, and continuous quality improvement (MUI rule); requires county boards to “ensure staff employed in positions other than direct services positions are trained on the requirements of this rule no later than ninety calendar days from date of hire. Thereafter, staff employed in positions other than direct services positions shall receive annual training on the requirements of this rule including a review of health and welfare alerts issued by the department since the previous year's training.”

Superintendent Baer introduced Ms. Cheryl Schroeder, Mr. Logan Lanson, and Ms. Emily Lawrence, Investigative Agents, who provided the Board with the annual MUI Training presentation.

Wood Lane School – Additional Classroom
Ms. Emily Sisco, Wood Lane School Principal, announced that Wood Lane School continues to receive more student referrals than the current classrooms can accommodate even after adding an additional classroom in 2025-2026.  Ms. Sisco announced that Wood Lane school served 27 students during the 2024-2025 school year and 39 students during the 2025-2026 school year welcomed 14 new students during the 2025-2026 school year. 

Ms. Sisco stated that due to the number of referrals, the intensity and validity of those referrals, the educational needs of children served, and our desire to maintain the continuum of educational services in Wood County, it is necessary to increase the number of classrooms at Wood Lane School.  Ms. Sisco also stated that the additional classroom would begin with the 2026-2027 school year and would allow Wood Lane School to serve about 45 students or about 11 new students (new classroom and 4 graduates in 2026).
 
On a motion made by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Edward Metzger, the Board approved the Superintendent to add an additional classroom to Wood Lane School for the 2026-2027 school year.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Recite Me-Accessibility Update
Ms. Charese Botjer, Communications and Community Engagement Manager, provided the Board with a presentation on the use, utilization, and data of the Recite Me-Accessibility platform.

Expenditures and Receipts 
On a motion made by John Janas and seconded by Jerry Miller, the Board approved the expenditures and receipts as presented in the Fiscal Report.  All ayes recorded.  Motion carried.

Comments from Guests
· Ms. Carly Dauch, Provider Relations Coordinator, invited everyone to attend the Tech Fair, April 21st at Owens Community College

Adjournment
On a motion by Rebecca Ferguson and seconded by Marlene North, the Board adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m. All ayes were recorded. Motion carried.



___________________________			______________________________
President						Secretary
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Bidder

Propane?

(preferred spec)

Bus Cost

Option One:

Mfr. Diag. Software

Bid Bond Affidavits

Cardinal Bus Sales - Lima, OH Yes $180,972.00 $2,300.00 Yes Yes

Myers Equipment - Canfield, OH No $177,798.00 not offered Yes Yes

Rush Truck Centers - Lima, OH No $185,989.00 $1200 (annual sub) Yes Yes

April 2026 School Bus Bid Tabulation - Propane ADA School Bus (Diesel Alternate)


