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INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY:
MONTANA SUICIDE DEATHS 2013-2024

What Data?

De-identified 
details on every 
suicide death in 
Montana 2013-

2024, accounting 
for over 3,500 

individuals

Goals

Analyze the data 
to identify key 
indicators of 

increased risk, 
including vet 

status, industry, 
county of 

residence, etc.

Outcome

Use data analysis 
results to inform 

targeted, strategic 
suicide prevention 
and intervention 

efforts across 
Montana. 



VET STATUS, INDUSTRY, & COUNTY



CITE for census indsutry data

Disproportionate Risk: Suicide in Montana’s Construction Workforce



CITE for census indsutry data

Disproportionate Risk: Suicide in Montana’s Construction Workforce



Disproportionate Risk: Suicide in Montana’s Construction Workforce



Disproportionate Risk: Suicide in Montana’s Construction Workforce



Drilling Deeper: Veteran Construction Worker Deaths by County



Drilling Deeper: Veteran Construction Worker Deaths by County



Carpentry Carries Heavy Risk



Carpentry Carries Heavy Risk



Carpentry Carries Heavy Risk



VET STATUS, AGE, & TIME



Veterans 65+: Silent Surge in Later Life



Annual Trends Show Increase Among 65+



Annual Trends Show Increase Among 65+



The Summer Spike: 65+ Deaths by Month



The Summer Spike: 65+ Deaths by Month



Drilling Deeper: 65+ Deaths by County
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Drilling Deeper: 65+ Deaths by County



AGE & MARITAL STATUS



Suicide Deaths by Marital Status
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RECOMMENDATIONS



Advocate for data improvementOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers

• Provide training for construction 

education programs, especially carpentry.

• Advocate to incentivizing developers to 

provide onsite suicide prevention and 

intervention efforts

• Review existing services in Yellowstone, 

Missoula, Flathead, Galatin, and Cascade 

counties and identify gaps.

Recommendations



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers

• Conduct focus groups in key counties: 

Ravalli, Lewis & Clark, Lake, and Lincoln

• Ask about existing services, 

use/perceptions of said services, gaps in 

services and perceived needs and desires, 

trusted individuals in the community, etc.

Recommendations



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers

• For vets in construction, focus on key 

counties: Yellowstone, Missoula, 

Flathead, and Cascade

• Review existing services and identify 

gaps.

• Partnership between older and younger 

veterans?

Recommendations



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers
• Advocate for suicide prevention training 

as requirement of construction licenses

• Advocate for suicide prevention training 

as requirement for permits 

• Advocate for additional funding and 

services especially for 65+ 

Recommendations



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers
• This will be critical especially in more 

rural areas where needs are context 

specific and not necessarily plug play. 

• be sure to ask about existing services, 

use/perception of services, gaps in need 

and want, and who the community trusts 

to seek support and help. 

Recommendations



Catalog community resourcesOlder veterans

Focus groups

Policy change

Summer efforts for 65+

Construction workers
• Coroner’s reports to include SES markers, 

cohabitation, medical and mental health 

conditions, etc. 

• Census, etc. differentiate between 

married and separated, and add domestic 

partner to “marital status” categories.

Recommendations



NEXT STEPS IN RESEARCH



Cross reference 

with meteor-

ological data

• Wind speed

• Temperature

• Precipitation

• Cloud coverage

• and more!

Build out 

county data

Chart trends over 

time for age, marital 

status, industry, etc. 

for each county.

Build out data on 

race/ethnicity

What else?

We would love to 

hear your input and 

ideas!

Further Data Analysis

Chart trends over 

time for 

race/ethnicity, and 

sex/gender to other 

variables.
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Thank you!
Please feel free to contact me at 

Jessica.Gerthe@montana.edu
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