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Public Policy Committee Meeting
March 3, 2026
Summary and Notes

Voting members present: Wendy Andersen, Kevin Harris, George Thompson
Staff: Brooke, Carlyn, and Melissa; and Amy Campbell, consultant

Summary
The meeting focused on updates regarding Medicaid and education legislation in Iowa, as well as planning for upcoming advocacy events. Amy sought feedback on content for an upcoming newsletter, with Wendy suggesting a focus on disability advocacy and the impact of self-advocates' voices. The conversation ended with updates on the April 1st disability advocacy day, including registration numbers and organizational participation, with Wendy emphasizing the need to increase advocate registration.
Notes

1. Carlyn first welcomed everyone and introduced Melissa Thomas, our new administrative Assistant. Welcome Melissa! Wendy joined the meeting immediately after and gave the official welcome. 

2. Brief report on Legis Session and Work Without Worry
Carlyn and Amy provided updates on various bills including several Medicaid-related bills, including House File 2716 and Senate File 2422. HF 2716 contains Work Without Worry language but it is not the same as Work Without Worry. The group discussed strategies for the "Work Without Worry" initiative and considered approaches to address cost concerns with legislators.
SF2422 passed the Senate.  It is another omnibus bill that contains SNAP and Medicaid provisions.  It specifically says that Medicaid must be administered as managed care, except for the fee for service programs that are currently in operation. 
They expressed concern about multiple bills targeting special education, noting this trend may require additional advocacy efforts in the fall. Wendy shared concerns about special education bills under consideration, highlighting potential negative impacts on students with disabilities. The group discussed concerns about education bills that would allow schools to remove challenging students, with Wendy reporting that these bills were advancing despite unclear criteria for student removal and potential segregation of special education students.
3. Amy gathered input on what information is important to cover or share in our upcoming newsletter and other information channels
Ideas for spring newsletter (out in early April) are:
· Legislation this session on special education “under attack” and Work Without Worry update.
· Wendy suggested examples of the impact of “Sharing your voice.  Voices are now being heard because there are more voices being shared. 
· Highlight some advocates
· Find and share sources or lists of current federal-level developments affecting disability rights for possible inclusion (via website/QR code) in newsletter or other communications.
· Federal updates with a QR code to a list
· Carlyn, Brook and Wendy will look for lists that other orgs may have already compiled
· Impact of H.R. 1 at the state/local level—Medicaid members are getting their services cut
· Amy can maybe ask her intern to start compiling the list
· Wendy will ask Nebraska Appleseed and Open Sky
4. Advocacy initiatives and committee involvement
Carlyn acknowledged and thanked the number of advocates who have come to the Capitol to testify at subcommittees, including members of the PP committee.  Wendy and Carlyn discussed recent advocacy efforts, including a successful Medicaid rally where participants made significant legislative contacts. This included a contact that could have led to a bill getting passed. They highlighted that Kevin's testimony at a subcommittee had led to follow-up communication from a legislator. 
The group also discussed upcoming advocacy efforts, including Disability Advocacy Day on April 1. A number of suggestions made to encourage participation.
5. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 am
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