[image: ]
June 29, 2026 Public Policy Committee Minutes
Voting Members Present: Wendy Andersen, George Thompson, Kevin Harris
Staff: Brooke Lovelace, Carlyn Crowe, Melissa Thomas

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Andersen. Members shared updates and wins before starting the agenda.

Bylaws Review
Andersen led the group in reviewing the Public Policy Committee bylaws.
The committee talked about making changes to allow more flexibility in committee membership. Members discussed changing the wording to “at least five voting members” to make it clear who can vote.
The group also discussed adding a vice chair role into the bylaws. This would help with leadership support and planning for future leadership changes.
It was agreed that:
· The committee should have at least five voting members.
· Those members would include a chair, vice chair, and three at-large members.
· The vice chair would step in if the chair could not attend.
· The Council chair would still serve as an ex-officio member.
These proposed changes will go to the Executive Committee for review.

Committee Slate
Andersen reviewed the proposed committee slate for the upcoming term.
The proposed members are Wendy Andersen, Kevin Harris, Casey Wilkinson, Caitlin Owens, and Nicole Nosbisch. George Thompson will remain as Council Chair in the ex-officio role.
Owens previously agreed she is willing to continue serving as vice chair.
No vote was taken because the Executive Committee will review the changes first.

2027 Policy Priorities
The committee discussed planning for 2027 priorities.
The group agreed that listening sessions will be used to gather ideas from the community. These sessions will happen before September 10.
Possible topics for listening sessions include:
· Education
· Employment
· Healthcare
· Medicaid
· Community living
· Accessibility and voting
For education, the committee talked about working with the Iowa Disability Policy Alliance. They also discussed connecting with Disability Rights Iowa on special education work.
For employment, possible partners mentioned were APSE and the Harkin Institute.
Members talked about how voting rights are becoming more important because of recent court decisions.
The committee reviewed and approved the following timeline for developing the public policy priorities for 2027-28,



Timeline of Public Policy Priorities DRAFT

OVERVIEW – details TBD
	July 9
	DD Council Meeting
· Discuss plans and get initial input
	Committee and Council

	July 10 – September 10
	· Hold listening sessions
· Gather input
· Meetings with legislators
· Meetings with leadership
· Meetings with stakeholders/partners
· Develop and review white papers
· Monitor federal legislation
· Attend conferences
· Watch trending issues

	Committee 
Council involvement TBD
Staff








	September 10
	DD Council Meeting
· Review feedback and initial plans
	Committee
Council
Staff

	September 11 – Nov. 11
	· Issue forums
· Draft priorities
· Reviews for feedback
· Monitor leadership changes
· Discuss impacts
· Set meetings for committee reviews

	Committee
Staff


	November 12
	DD Council Meeting
· Approve Priorities

	Committee
Council
Staff




Federal Advocacy
The committee discussed last week’s announcements by the Trump administration that are may have significant impact on people with disabilities and their families—1. the movement of the Office on special education (OSERS) and rehabilitative services out of the Department of Education and into the Department of Health and Human Services 2. The Department of Justice opinion stating that the federal government isn’t required to provide services in community settings instead of institutions.  
Andersen stated that these federal level issues (and more including voting rights) have the potential for major impact and we need to hear from the Council what efforts we want to put into federal advocacy.

Abuse and Neglect Subcommittee
Andersen shared plans for an abuse and neglect subcommittee.
The group discussed concerns about abuse in long-term care and community settings. Thompson shared that he has been reviewing reports and audits. Andersen said she is helping build a collection of news stories and reports about abuse cases.
This information will help guide future advocacy work.

Adjournment
The meeting ended after the group finished discussing priorities and a regular monthly meeting time for the committee and adjourned at 4:04pm.

Action Items
	Task
	Responsible

	Update bylaw language for committee membership and vice chair role
	Crowe

	Send revised bylaw draft to Lovelace for Executive Committee review
	Crowe

	Confirm committee slate for the next term
	Andersen

	Begin planning listening sessions for 2027 priorities
	Andersen

	Reach out to possible co-hosts for education and employment sessions
	Andersen, Crowe

	Share abuse and neglect research/resources with the group
	Thompson
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