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September 10, 2026 Iowa Developmental Disabilities Council Meeting Minutes

Council Members Attendees: Caitlin Owens, Julie Bergeson, MeLissa Lawson, Aaron Swartz, Andrea Maher, Caleb Primrose, Daryn Richardson, Kevin Harris, Amber Gale, Abby Collins, Rachel Bussan, George Thompson, Alex Corbin, Nicole Nosbisch, Charlene Wyatt Sauer, Jeff Alt
Council Staff: Brooke Lovelace, Carlyn Crowe, Melissa Thomas
Council Members Absent: Wendy Andersen, Lori Trujillo-Roush
Members of the Public: Lee Grossman, Patrick Johnson, Loretta Bonds, Loyal Ulm, Lisa Yunek, Kenneth Hunt 

Call to Order and Housekeeping
Thompson called the meeting to order at 10:31. A quorum was established.
Members reviewed meeting procedures, accessibility needs, and meeting stipends. Family advocates and self-advocates may contact Thomas for help with stipends.

Approval of Minutes and Agenda
A motion to approve the July 9, 2026 meeting minutes was made by Primrose and seconded by Nosbisch. The motion passed with no objections.
The Council moved welcome and introductions to lunch. The Council also agreed that the member spotlight could move to a later meeting if time didn’t allow.
A motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Collins and seconded by Swartz. The motion passed with no objections.

Executive Committee Report
The Council will receive the Disability Advocate Award during the Easterseals Iowa 100th anniversary event on November 12. The event will be held after the November Council meeting at the Des Moines Marriott. Members who want to attend should contact Lovelace. Names are due by November 2.
Lovelace reported that 238 people had registered for the Make Your Mark Conference. The event will include 42 exhibitor booths, large-print and braille programs, an adult changing area with a lift, and online conference materials. Sponsorships totaled about $36,000 and will help cover 29 hotel rooms for self-advocates and family members. The conference will also honor Mike with a pin, video, and family tribute.
Three proposed bylaw changes will be sent to members before a vote in November. The changes address state agency participation and clarify the size and voting roles of the Public Policy Committee.
Wilkinson proposed a quarterly State Plan Review Subcommittee. The group would review progress on the 2026-2031 State Plan and report to the full Council. Primrose, Richardson, and Nosbisch volunteered. Other members may contact Thomas, Lovelace, Thompson, or Wilkinson to join.

HOME Project and Medicaid Waiver Update
Grossman reported that Iowa must update old computer systems before making the full HOME waiver change. The goal is still to move from seven diagnosis-based waivers to three waivers for children, adults, and older adults. The change will happen after the state can do it without stopping services. A firm date has not been set.
The online waiver priority needs assessment is expected to begin in October. Starting January 1, 2027, waiver assessments are planned for every other year instead of every year. Iowa also plans to add peer support and community transition services to current waivers and use one fee schedule for home- and community-based service providers.
Grossman said the new structure should give people fairer access to services and budgets, no matter their diagnosis. It should also reduce duplicate waitlist records. Members asked the state to give people clear notice, choices, dates, and help during the change.
The state expects major computer updates to require state and federal funding. The Department will submit an information technology roadmap by the end of December. Testing and backup payment plans will be needed before launch.
Electronic payments for Medicaid for Employed People with Disabilities are separate from the HOME delay. Grossman expects electronic payments within four to six months, but no start date has been set.

Budget Reports and Approval
Lovelace reviewed the 2026 budget through August. Most lines were below budget. Cell phone, internet, and Iowa Communications Network costs were above budget because HHS changed how those costs are recorded. HHS costs were below budget, which offset much of the change.
Members received more detail about the Capture Management Solutions and Campbell Patterson contracts. The Council will begin discussing future advocacy and public policy contract work in November. A separate question-and-answer session will help members prepare for a January vote.
Members discussed reducing paper mail while keeping materials accessible. Ideas included making email the standard, allowing people to request paper copies, and sending selected paper copies to clinics or waiting rooms.
The proposed 2027 administrative budget is lower than the prior year. HHS shared costs are expected to go down, while phone, internet, and network costs may rise. The budget stays below the federal rule that limits administrative spending to 30 percent of the federal allotment.
A motion to approve the 2027 budget was made by Primrose and seconded by Wilkinson. The motion passed by voice vote with no objections.

Council Member Evaluation
Wilkinson and Thompson are reviewing the Council member survey and updating the evaluation process. Early themes show that members want more input on agendas and more time for current issues. A fuller update is expected at the next meeting.

Review of the 2021 to 2026 State Plan
Members named successes from the ending State Plan. These included the Youth Leadership Academy, Allies in Advocacy, Work Without Worry, AEA education, Disability Day on the Hill, Make Your Mark, voting work, accessible vaccine clinics, and training with Aging and Disability Services.
Members said the Council builds strong partnerships with Disability Rights Iowa and Iowa's University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities. They also praised staff for sharing clear information during changes in federal policy and funding.
Members said the next plan should keep building coalitions, sharing lived experience, educating lawmakers, and tracking results. They also asked for more ways to take part without traveling to the Capitol.

Public Comment Before Lunch
Bonds joined to introduce herself as a disability specialist with the Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. Audio problems prevented a full introduction, so the Council planned to follow up.

Welcome and Introductions
Members, staff, and guests introduced themselves and shared a talent during lunch.

Council Member Spotlight
Thompson shared his family's story and explained how his daughter shaped his advocacy. He described the importance of Medicaid, special education, vocational rehabilitation, the Americans with Disabilities Act, accessible public spaces, and community supports.
Members discussed Iowa's history of institutionalization and forced sterilization. They stressed the need to remember that history and protect the right of people with disabilities to live, learn, work, and play in their communities. Primrose agreed to be the member spotlight at the January meeting. 

Public Policy Update
Crowe reviewed the Council's policy priorities and reported on two listening sessions. Two more sessions were planned for September 21 and October 5. Topics included employment, health care, community living, transportation, direct support worker pay, Medicaid denials, income and asset limits, and community engagement rules.
Members discussed concerns about institutional care, abuse and neglect, and possible federal policy changes affecting community living. The Council will use both stories and data to explain the value of home care. Members were encouraged to review the Home Sweet Home materials from the National Association of DD councils.
The Council is working with partners on voter education in all four congressional districts. Activities include candidate forums, small roundtable meetings, media outreach, and a voter information area at Make Your Mark.
Crowe reviewed proposed Iowa Constitutional Amendment 1. It would require a 60 percent vote in the Legislature to raise personal or corporate income taxes. The Council will provide neutral voter education about the amendment and possible effects on public services.
Members also discussed interRAI assessments, possible service reductions, federal changes to disability hiring goals, and the need to monitor how policy changes affect people with disabilities.

State Partner Updates
· Maher shared updates on waiver services, community living, and work across Aging and Disability Services, Behavioral Health, and Medicaid. Staff said the goal is to help people avoid nursing facilities when community services can meet their needs.
· Hertel shared updates about a grant to support children’s mental health care and a free Autism Basics webinar series in October.
· Lawson reported on special education work, complaints, monitoring, and support for schools and families.
· Bergeson reported on aging alignment work, caregiver support, and a report due to the Legislature by December 15. November is National Family Caregivers Month.
· Owens introduced Ulm, an ILEND and UCEDD trainee, who will be attending Make Your Mark next week.
· Johnson reported that Disability Rights Iowa hired five new staff members, created a parent guide about Senate File 2421, and is seeking funding for an artist-in-residence program.

Council Member Updates
Members shared plans to present at Make Your Mark on communication, employment, accommodations, and advocacy. Wyatt Sauer reported that she may join the Olmstead Consumer Task Force.
Primrose reported that the Statewide Independent Living Council and Independent Living Network are starting work on the next State Plan for Independent Living. Public input will be requested.
Maher said public comment on added HOME waiver services would open in September and that more information would be sent to the Council.

Final Public Comment
Ulm thanked the Council for the meeting and did not offer additional comment.

Adjourn
A motion to adjourn was made by Gale and seconded by Primrose The motion passed with no objections. The meeting ended at about 2:54 p.m.

Action Items
	Task
	Responsible

	Tell Lovelace if you want to attend the November 12 Easterseals event.
	Council members

	Send Easterseals the final guest list by November 2.
	Lovelace

	Send proposed bylaw changes before the November vote.
	Thompson 

	Set up the State Plan Review Subcommittee and recruit members.
	Wilkinson 

	Share HOME Project updates and firm dates when available.
	Grossman and Maher

	Plan a contract question-and-answer session before the January vote.
	Lovelace and Crowe

	Report Council survey themes and proposed evaluation changes.
	Wilkinson and Thompson

	Hold the remaining policy listening sessions and use the results to set priorities.
	Crowe and Public Policy Committee

	Follow up with Bonds for her emergency management introduction and information.
	Lovelace



Zoom Link for meeting:
https://capture.zoom.us/j/81398621644?pwd=SAbb6TaK4fiJlq3juZwZVt29hkNwnN.1

Links from Director Grossman and Andrea Maher-Medicaid:
https://hhs.iowa.gov/home-project-0
HOMEwaivers@hhs.iowa.gov

Links from Carlyn Crowe-Public Policy:
Trump Administration Wants To Strike Rules On Community Integration For People With Disabilities - Disability Scoop
Home Sweet Home – NACDD
Coalition launches campaign opposing constitutional amendment on taxes • Iowa Capital Dispatch

Link from MeLissa Lawson-Dept of Education:
DE Webpage - Civics Test
Information and FAQ - questions 10-12 address many of the questions from our meeting.
Follow-up questions may be directed to: Stefanie Wager, stefanie.wager@iowa.gov or (515)419-2876
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Preparation, Participation, Power

Creating change with and for persons with developmental disabilities so
they can live, work, learn, and play in the community of their choosing.




