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AMENDMENT 1

Protect our schools, health & water

NOT TAX BREAKS FOR THE RICH



OK, what exactly is on the ballot?

PUBLIC MEASURES

Shall the following amendment to the Constitution be adopted?
AMENDMENT 1

Provides that any bill to increase the individual income tax rate or the corporate income tax rate, or the rate
of any other type of tax based upon income or legal and special reserves, shall require the affirmative votes
of at least two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the general assembly for passage. Further,
the two-thirds majority vote requirement applies to the passage of a bill to establish a new tax on any type
of income or legal and special reserves imposed by the state. The requirement excludes taxes imposed at

the option of a local government. A lawsuit challenging the proper enactment of a bill must be filed no later

than one year following the enactment.

O YES
> NO



OK, what exactly is on the ballot?

PUBLIC MEASURES

Shall the following amendment to the Constitution be adopted?
AMENDMENT 1

Personal or corporate income tax increases shall
require approval by a two-thirds majority in each
house of the Legislature

O YES
@& O



It’s understandable that at first blush




Reason #1 to vote NO on Amendment 1

It’s a gift to profitable corporations
and the wealthy




It’s known as a “supermajority requirement”

But let’s call it what it really is: minority rule

It would allow a small group
of legislators to obstruct
bipartisan policy

Exceeds all other thresholds
in the fiscal process

* Election to the Legislature

* Passing a state budget

* Cutting taxes

Just 17 senators or

34 representatives owaGENERAL ASSEMBLY
could block the
majority and the
lowans they
represent.




The timing is nO mystery




The amendment aims to lock In tax cuts

passed since 2018

4 rounds

of personal income tax cuts

3 rounds
of corporate income tax cuts




Those cuts went overwhelmingly to the rich

Average personal
income-tax cut by

income group

Senate File 2442,

From 2024 baseline

Source: Institute on Taxation
and Economic Policy

2024

Annual income:

Bottom

20%

-$6

less than
$29.5K

Second
20%

-$132

$29.5K to

$55.4K

Third 20% Fourth 20% Next 15%

-$402

$55.4K to
$90.1K

-$1,026

$90.1K to
$142K

Top 20%
A
Next4% Top 1%
-$1,885
-$4,134
-$20,386
$142Kto | $270Kto| $652K+
$263K $652K



Those cuts went mostly to (sub)urban lowa

2.6% 8.6% 19.6%
WE)

Percent of I
households with
annual incomes of oe

Dod
over $200K

oll

Statewide: 8.6%

19.6%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
American Community Survey,
2024 5-Year Estimates Sy Ottumwa

2.6%

2.6%



Reason #2 to vote NO on Amendment 1

-
E Everyday lowans will pay more
ey




“Make it harder for politicians to raise your taxes?”

. betargeﬁzi;; It leaves a simple majority in place for
. & DY . .
therich 2 0 increasing all other taxes or fees
pay ™
@ Sales tax
Amendment 1 makes it @ Health insurance premium tax
harder to raise just two taxes 5 Gas tax
S & Beertax o Hit working
Individual income tax _ wans hardest
@ Property taxes
Corporate income tax & Courtfines & fees
Plus all tax cuts - . . .
require simple @ \Vehicle registration fees
majority é TUition Indirectly — a simple majority of lawmakers could cut state aid to colleges

& universities, forcing them to raise tuition to help make up the difference



“Make it harder for politicians to raise your taxes?”

About the sales tax...

Sales taxes paid
as share of family
income, lowa

Source: Institute on Taxation and

Economic Policy (ITEP), “Who Pays?
7th Edition,” January 2024

Lowest Second  Third Fourth Next Next Top
20% 20% 20% 20% 15% 4% 1%

‘ Top 20% '




“Make it harder for politicians to raise your taxes?”

Sales tax in 79: 3%
Now: 6%

(+1% local option
most places)

(et 6urieh




Reason #3 to vote NO on Amendment 1

¢ It makes budget cuts virtually unavoidable




lowa budget is now operating at a deficit

We’re burning through our savings

lowa General Fund net receipts, net appropriations and surpluses, in billions

Actuals, FY 2003-25; State estimates, FY 2026-27; Projections based on historic trends, FY 2028-30 _—
jation

Net approP!

ot | ’%eﬂcit
’ /«—/ e Net receiPt®
$6 CJV

$4 Taxpayer
Relief Fund

$10

Surpluses
$2 P

General Fund
surplus

$0
09 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Sources: Legislative Services Agency. Graybooks, 2003-2026, and General Fund Balance Update, December 2025. FY 2028-30 projections calculated by Common Good lowa



lowa
General
Fund

by appropriation

FY 2027

Source:
Legislative
Services Agency

Services lowans care about are at risk

=

Health & Human Services
28%

HHS, o er

Child Pr tective

Ser ices
21 % Br iavioral  gigte
. . Health  Specit
Medicaid & Hawki Sl | s

~lustice System ~dmin & Regulation
10% 5%
Judicial Branch
Admin

. . Prop Tax Credits  other
5% . Public  Justice, Ag&Nat Legis Econ
Corrections Safety other Resource Branch Devel



We’'re already failing to meet health needs

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2006 | THE NEWS IOWA DEPENDS UPON | DESMOINESREGISTER.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Des Moines Sunday Register

Rural healthcare challenges continue in Southeast lowa following River
Hills closure announcement a3 VO

A cancer crisis

- - IOWA CAPITAL DISPATCH f | is killing Iowans
lowa communities look to fill gaps in statewide < .‘
e mental health care o)
. .‘ .' I BY KADIN LUHMANN - MAY 29, 2028 4:08 PM 0 @ o @ ’: ) Y },,

FIRST L e Y
ALERT ———— T

One Big Beautiful Bill Act turns 1: lowa Medicaid
reC|p|ents worry about future care

ke
i - T - s
k I ’]1 (i1 Medicaid cuts threaten Iowans W|th 2 e e
T - - disabilities : : sueepmgmanusm}n;g £
Reynolds signs HMO tax hike into law to [} ...cuises oﬂpmﬁ s026 & Tony Levs e L

PAGE 6A

help cover Medicaid shortfall
S— ipr. ) | . CHI Health closmg Iabor and delivery unit at

" ' Mercy Hospital in Council Bluffs

CHI Health is moving all of its labor and delivery and Level 2 NICU services to Omaha,

leaving Pottawattamie County with one birthing location. 3 By: Katrina Markel NEWS
PM, Jul 09, 2026 Now



We can demand a brighter future




Keep up with the Vote NO campaign

adischer@commongoodiowa.org
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www.voteNOiowa.info
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