Statement by Non-Governmental Organizations on President Trump’s Recent Statements
Endorsing the Ethnic Cleansing of Palestinians in Gaza

We are deeply alarmed by President Trump’s recent statements that appear to endorse and
plan for forced Palestinian displacement leading to the ethnic cleansing of the Gaza Strip. On
January 25th, Trump stated “l would like Egypt to take people... You’re talking about probably a
million and a half people, and we just clean out that whole thing and say: “You know, it's over.”
He also said that he had informed King Abdullah of Jordan that “I would love for you to take on
more, ‘cause | am looking at the whole Gaza Strip right now, and it's a mess. It's a real mess.”
On the same day, responding to questions from reporters on whether Egypt and Jordan would
comply with such a request, he stated “They will do it. They will do it. They’re going to do it,
okay? We do a lot for them, and they're going to do it.” Then, on February 4th in a joint press
conference with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, Trump said that the forced displacement of
Palestinians from Gaza should be “permanent,” and announced a “long-term ownership
position” for the United States.

We, the undersigned organizations, decry and oppose any effort or initiative, and any calls for,
the forcible displacement of Palestinians from Gaza, and support the Joint Statement of Egypt,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, the Palestinian Authority and the Arab
League that similarly rejected any such steps. The forcible displacement of civilians is a
violation of international humanitarian law, including under _Article 49(1) of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, to which both the U.S. and Israel are party, and which states (emphasis added):

Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from
occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country,
occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive.

Forcible displacement, when carried out with an intent to permanently remove a people from a
land on the basis of their identity is ethnic cleansing.

Gaza is an ancient and historic Palestinian city, and the Gaza Strip itself became one of the
most densely populated areas on earth precisely because of the ethnic cleansing that occurred
in Palestine in 1948 (the Nakba), and 80% of Gaza’s population are themselves refugees or
descendants of refugees from the Nakba. Since 2006 it has been in a state of siege, its people
have undergone repeated bombardment and restrictions on basic necessities including food,
water, and medicine. Since October 2023, it has been the locus of what experts have called the
most intense bombardment since the firebombing of Dresden, resulting in what both academic

experts, United Nations experts, and even a U.S. federal judge have found to be a plausible
case of genocide.

Through this all, the Palestinians in Gaza have stood with remarkable dignity and perseverance,
insisting throughout the immense suffering and loss that they will never abandon their
homeland.


https://www.cnn.com/2025/01/25/politics/trump-gaza-strip-jordan-egypt/index.html
https://www.newarab.com/news/no-displacement-egyptians-protest-trump-gaza-plan-rafah
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-says-he-would-support-permanent-resettlement-palestinians-2025-02-04/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/full-text-trump-and-netanyahus-explosive-news-conference
https://mofa.gov.qa/en/latest-articles/statements/joint-statement-of-the-arab-six-party-meeting-in-cairo-on-palestine
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_GC-IV-EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_GC-IV-EN.pdf
https://contendingmodernities.nd.edu/global-currents/statement-of-scholars-7-october/
https://contendingmodernities.nd.edu/global-currents/statement-of-scholars-7-october/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/11/un-special-committee-finds-israels-warfare-methods-gaza-consistent-genocide
https://ccrjustice.org/home/press-center/press-releases/us-court-concludes-israel-s-assault-gaza-plausible-case-genocide

We are deeply concerned by clear statements of intent from Israeli government officials over the
past year concerning the creation of new Israeli settlements within the Gaza Strip, which further
reinforce the intent of ethnic cleansing, and note that outgoing IDF Chief of Staff Halevi has
stated that Palestinians in Gaza “can exit through the Rafah Crossing into Egypt, but only one
way and they cannot return to Gaza...”

U.S. Middle East Envoy Stephen Witkoff was by some measures correct when he said, upon a
visit to Gaza in late January, that it is “inescapable” that “there is almost nothing left of Gaza.”
But he was also wrong: the heart and soul of Gaza is retained in its people, and for as long as
that strength of spirit endures, Gaza lives.

The United States has no right to dictate to the Palestinian people in Gaza to leave, and direct
other countries to participate in their displacement. We are also aware that even a temporary
external displacement could be used by Israel to enact permanent exile. While we agree that
the short and medium-term humanitarian needs of the people of Gaza may be difficult to meet
given the nearly complete destruction that Israel has wrought, if the necessary services cannot
be provided in Gaza, the people of Gaza must be able to access them elsewhere within the
historic borders of Palestine and must be able to return.

We are also extremely alarmed by an uptick in settler violence and IDF operations in the West

Bank that have resulted in scores of Palestinian casualties. These actions are part and parcel of
a strategy that seeks to make not just Gaza, but all Palestinian areas across historic Palestine,
unlivable for the Palestinian people, and are thus contributory to a process of ethnic cleansing.

Palestine is not just an idea - it is a place. It is a homeland to the Palestinian people. To
participate in, facilitate, or endorse their removal from it would violate every precept of
international law, devastate the rules-based international order that protects us all, do
irreversible harm to America’s global influence, and be an act of unconscionable immorality.

As Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish wrote,

My country is not a suitcase
| am not a traveler
| am the lover and the land is the beloved.

The archaeologist is busy analyzing stones.

In the rubble of legends he searches for his own eyes
to show

that | am a sightless vagrant on the road

with not one letter in civilization's alphabet.
Meanwhile in my own time I plant my trees.

I sing of my love.


https://www.timesofisrael.com/government-ministers-call-for-new-settlements-in-gaza-at-ultranationalist-conference/
https://matzav.com/idf-chief-of-staff-gazans-can-go-to-egypt-but-they-cant-return-to-gaza/
https://www.reuters.com/world/rebuilding-gaza-could-take-10-15-years-trump-envoy-tells-axios-2025-01-30/
https://palestine.un.org/en/288183-un-rights-office-raises-alarm-over-escalating-violence-occupied-west-bank
https://palestine.un.org/en/288183-un-rights-office-raises-alarm-over-escalating-violence-occupied-west-bank
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