
Planning Cycle B Squirrel Class (Yr 1 & 2)  

 

  

Autumn 

Changes through Time  

 

Spring 

Explorers 

Summer 

Famous Artists 

Literacy 

 

 

Poetry 

Story 

Play 

Picture 

book 

Fairytale 

Information 

book 

Main text type 

output 
 Story – familiar settings 

 Diary writing  

 Information texts (assessed piece of writing) 

 Poems 

 Instructions 

 Description/ Christmas story (assessed piece of 

writing) 

 Story – under the sea 

 Information texts  

 Recount (assessed piece of 

writing) 

 Stories by different authors 

(assessed piece of writing) 

 Poems  

 

 Instructions 

 Story – traditional 

tales(assessed piece of 

writing) 

 Poems 

 Letters (assessed piece of 

writing) 

 

Core teaching 

theme text. 

 

Bobbo goes to school – Shirley Hughes 

What Pet to Get – Emma Dodd 

I will not ever never eat a tomato – Lauren Child  

London – Usborne guide 

Enid Blyton Fireworks 

How to catch a star – Oliver Jeffers 

The Snowman  

Lost and Found – Oliver Jeffers  

Tiddler - Julia Donaldson 

Storm Whale – Benji Davies 

Billy’s Bucket – Kes Gray 

Shackleton’s Journey – William Grill 

Explorers (Collins Fascinating facts)  

Helen Stephens -  

Fleabag 

The Night Iceberg  

How to hide a lion 

The Lost Words – Robert 

Macfarlane 

Traditional Tales –  

Little Red Riding Hood 

Three little Pigs 

Three Little Wolves and the Big 

Bad Pig – Eugene Trivizas 

Aladdin 

Camille and the Sunflowers – 

Laurence Anholt  

Out and About; a first book of 

poems – Shirley Hughes  

Class reader 

(complimentary 

and for 

pleasure) 

A range of good quality picture books including; 

Other stories by Shirley Huges  

A range of Lauren Child stories 

Christmas themed stories 

Sally and the Limpet – Simon James 

Molly and the Lighthouse – Malachy 

Doyle  

Molly and the stormy sea - Malachy 

Doyle 

Don’t Look in this book – Samuel 

Langley-Swain  

Unusual Day – Sandi Toksvig  

 

DK A first book of Fairy tales  

The Magic Paintbrush – Julia 

Donaldson  

Inside the Villains – Clotilde Perrin 

The legend of Spud Murphy – Eoin 

Colfer 

Supporting 

texts 

recommended 

to the children 

– all held in the 

school library  

Charlie and Lola stories – Lauren Child 

Shirley Hughes stories e.g. Lucy and Tom, Alfie stories 

Emma Dodd stories  

Big Picture Book of London – Rob Lloyd Jones and Jenny Wren 

See Inside Great Cities – Usborne lift the flap 

 

The Storm Whale in Winter – Benji 

Davies 

The Snail and the Whale – Julia 

Donaldson 

Sharing a Shell – Julia Donaldson 

Commotion in the Ocean – Giles 

Andreae 

How to hide a lion from Grandma – 

Helen Stephens 

How to hide a lion at school – Helen 

Other traditional tales e.g. Sleeping 

Beauty, Snow White, Gingerbread 

Man, Jack and the beanstalk, Hansel 

and Gretel. 

Mixed up Fairytales – Hilary 

Robinson 



Stephens 

Oliver Jeffers stories – Up and 

Down, Way back Home, How to 

catch a star 

 

 

  

Autumn 

Changes through Time  

 

Spring 

Explorers 

Summer 

Famous Artists 

Maths Place value, Number & Fractions 

Addition, Subtraction 

Doubling & Halving 

Multiplication 

Division 

Data 

Money 

Time 

Shape & weight 

Place value & number 

Fractions of shape & numbers 

Addition 

Subtraction 

Multiplication  

Division 

2D & 3D shape 

Time 

Problem solving  

Doubling & halving 

Addition 

Subtraction 

Multiplication & Division 

Doubling & halving 

Measuring & problem solving 

Capacity & weighing 

Measurement & Time 

Problem solving 

Directions and coordinates  

Science Everyday materials 

 

Waterproof materials investigation 

Car friction on different surfaces investigation 

 

Autumn & Winter – seasonal changes  

Living things & habitats Plants 

 

Growing experiment – beans/ 

cress 

Daffodil enquiry 

 

History Significant events in history – Great Fire of London, 

Invention of steam locomotive, Gunpowder Plot 

 

Lives of significant individuals – Florence Nightingale, Mary 

Seacole & Edith Cavell 

Lives of significant individuals in 

British and world history 

Ernest Shackleton 

Captain Scott 

Christopher Columbus 

Neil Armstrong   

 

 

None 

Geography None  Locational knowledge – oceans 

and continents  

Place knowledge - Arctic/ 

Antarctica Geographical skills - 

maps 

Human & physical geography – 

Ocean physical features including 

vocabulary 

 

None  

RE  

How do Christians 

belong to their faith 

 

Why is light an important symbol? 

Christian/ Jewish/ Hindu 

 

Why do Jews 

celebrate 

 

Why does 

Easter matter to 

 

How did the universe come to be?  

Hindu/ Christian  



family?  

 

 

 Passover 

(Pesach)?  

Jewish 

Christians?  

(Salvation) 

 

 

  

Autumn 

Changes through time 

 

Spring 

Explorers 

Summer 

Famous Artists 

Music 

At the seaside (year 1) Great fire of London (year 2) 
Dinosaurs (year 

1) 
Oceans (year 2) 

Fantasy and 

adventure 

(year 1) 

Jupiter (year 2) 

PSHE Twinkl Be yourself unit 6 lessons 

 

Sheffield PSHE Relationships – What makes a family lessons 1, 

2, 3, 6 

 

https://schools.beano.com/lesson_plan_category/moneyandme/   

(1 lesson) 

 

Spending VS Saving and Needs VS Wants  (1 

lesson)https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-

video/articles/zqkqs82 

 

 

Keeping friendships healthy lessons 1 

– 3 

 

Anti-bullying / Sheffield’s PSHE 

friends lesson 4 

 

Sheffield PSHE Our communities – 

lessons 1 – 3 

 

Pol-Ed resources, understanding the 

Law – 2 lessons (What do the Police 

do? What is 999?) 

Sheffield PSHE Health and 

Wellbeing Physical Health lessons 1 

& 2 

 

Mental Wellbeing lessons 1-3 

 

RSHE (12 lessons – some year 1/2 

combined) 

  

Transition to new class 

PE  

Fitness 

 

Gymnastics 

 

Dance 

 

Outdoor games 

– team building  

 

Sports Day 

practice 

 

Outdoor skills 

and team building  

ICT 

Programming A Y1 moving a 

robot 

Programming B Y1 

Programming animations 

Creating media 

Y1 digital writing 

Creating media 

Y2 digital music 

Computing 

systems and 

networks Y1 

Technology 

around us 

Computing 

systems and 

networks Y2 

information 

technology 

around us 

Art Drawing – London landmarks 

Painting – colour mixing for fire of London pictures 

Printing – make and use stamp for printing Christmas cards 

Drawing 

Sketching – habitats and living things 

(science link) 

Sketching – linked to Van Gogh  

Painting – sunflowers/ Kandinsky  

Drawing 

Collage - sunflowers 

DT Making a moving storybook 

 

Wheels and axels 

 

Cooking and nutrition - smoothies 

 

https://schools.beano.com/lesson_plan_category/moneyandme/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zqkqs82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zqkqs82


 

 

 


