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Welcome back to the summer term, and to the first newsletter of what promises to be a busy, 
joyful and productive term for our whole school community. 
 
Before looking ahead, I would like to reflect on the end of last term and our Easter celebration 
in church. It was a truly uplifting occasion and a wonderful opportunity for the children to come 
together and mark the Easter season of hope and renewal.  
 
A particular highlight was the joyful rendition of ‘Spring Chicken’, which brought smiles all round 
and captured perfectly the sense of energy and enthusiasm our 
children bring to everything they do. 
 
It was lovely to see children proudly wearing their Easter hats last 
week. The creativity on display really captured to essence of the Easter 
season and the joy of spring. Thank you to families for supporting the 
children with these special creations. 
 
Congratulations and thanks to the whole school community on achieving our target of collecting 
1,000 bottles for our greenhouse project. This is a fantastic achievement and a real example of 
what we can accomplish when we work together towards a shared goal. 
 
A special mention must go to Mark Mower, along with his able assistants Toby Mower and 
Andy Ormes, for their hard work and commitment in creating the base for the greenhouse. 
Their time, skill and enthusiasm have made a huge difference, and we are incredibly grateful for 
their support. 
 
As we move into the summer term, there is much to look forward to – learning both inside and 
outside the classroom, new projects taking shape, and plenty of opportunities to enjoy the 
warmer weather as it arrives. 
 

Thank you! 
It’s always wonderful when you come into school to a nice surprise!  Over the 
weekend, Carl, (Kirsty’s husband,) kindly cleared the Mick’s Garden area at 
school, to get it ready for planting.  What’s particularly lovely is that we 
remember Mick at this time of year and it’s wonderful to see his legacy 
continuing through Carl’s thoughtful actions. With great appreciation from all of 

us at school. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. I look forward to sharing many more 
successes with you over the coming weeks. 
 
With best wishes  
Dan Pickard 
Headteacher 
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 We have done it – target has been reached. 
 
 
  



 

Ashill VC Primary 

Dates in advance 

Updated 17.04.26 

 

Tues 14 April 1st half of Summer term 26 begins 

Wed 22 Apr Ashill’s Got Talent 

Fri 24 April Friends Plant sale collection day 

Tues 28 April Netball Tournament                                               

Fri 1 May Squirrel Class Coffee Morning 

Fri 8 May Film night – letter to follow shortly 

W/C 11 May SATs Week 

Wed 13 May Information session for parents of children attending the London trip. 

14 & 15 May Hedgehog Class – Eaton Vale Residential 

Thurs 21 May Badger Class – Saxon Day (at school) 

Fri 22 May End of Summer 1st half term – school finishes at 3.15pm 
 

 

Mon 1 June 2nd half of Summer term 26 begins 

Thurs 4 June Fathers’ day buy a gift 

Tues 9 June Bumblebee Class – Once upon a time – Gressenhall Trip 

Tues 9 June Hedgehog Class – Curriculum Cafe – Ancient Greece 

11 & 12 June Badger Class – London Residential Trip 

Wed 17 June Sports Day (previously advertised as 20th May) 

Fri 19 June Hedgehog Class – Bikeability Level One 

Thurs 25 June Hedgehog Class – Ancient Greece Day (at school) 

Tues 30 June Cricket Tournament 

1 & 2 July The Nicholas Hammond Academy Transition Days 

Fri 3 July Squirrel Class – Curriculum Cafe 

Mon 6 July Badger Class Production to parents at Fountain of Life evening performance 
time to be confirmed. 

7 - 9 July Wayland Academy Transition Days 

Friday 10 July Leavers Service at St Nicholas Church 9.30am (previously advertised as 17th July 
– changed to accommodate Yr 6 transitions) 
Annual reports sent out to parents. 
Summer family celebration event 5.30pm to 8.30pm (in place of discos 
previously advertised for 9 July). 

w/b 13 July Transition week – children work in new class groups in preparation for 
September. 

13 & 14 July Litcham Transition Days 

Tues 14 July Year 6 Pleasurewood Hills Trip – To Be Confirmed 

15 to 17 July Dereham Northgate High School and Dereham Neatherd High School Transition 
Days 

Fri 17 July Last day of Summer term – school finishes at 3.15pm 
 

  



2025-2026 Term dates    
  
Summer term: Tues 14th Apr to Fri 
22nd May 
   Mon 1st Jun  to Fri 
17th July 
 
 
P.E. Days 
 

 
 
Forest School 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We respectfully ask you, not to bring dogs onto the school playground or any 
other part of the school premises. This applies regardless of the size or breed of 
dog or whether it is on a lead, off a lead or is being carried. The only dog we will 
permit to be on school premises is Maggie our school dog. We thank you for your 
cooperation with this. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Government's Household Support Fund (HSF) comes to 
an end on 31 March 2026 and will be replaced by a new Crisis 
& Resilience Fund (CRF) from 1 April 2026. This change 
means that families who currently receive Edenred vouchers, 
through the HSF scheme, will receive their last voucher in 
March. We understand that this will be difficult news for some 
families. The Council's Client Hardship Service - will continue 
and there will be support for families in crisis as part of the new 
scheme. However, eligibility for free school meals will not lead 
to automatic entitlement. Details of the new scheme are 
currently being planned and will be shared once finalised. 
 
 
 
 

Bumblebee Class Tuesdays 

Squirrel Class Tuesdays 

Hedgehog Class 
Mondays & 

Wednesdays 

Badgers 
Mondays (P.E.) & Fridays 
(Swimming Year 5 only) 

Squirrel Class & Hedgehog Class Fridays 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/41957/What-the-Client-Hardship-Service-is


 
 
 

 
  



Celebration Assembly 
 27th March 2026 

 
Well done to the following children: 

 

 

 

   

   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The attendance winners are: 
 

Bumblebee Class 97% 
 

2nd 3rd                      4th 

 Badger Class 96.4% Hedgehog Class 95% Squirrel Class 90% 

 
Overall Attendance (so far this year): 

 

94.6% 
 

Bumblebees Squirrels 

Hedgehogs Badgers 

Headteacher Aard 



What’s Been Happening? 
  



  



  



  



  

It is Rocket Science!! 
 
It’s not every day you get to see an historic moment, especially if that moment is the  
Artemis II rocket leaving Earth for space. However, that experience is exactly what happened 
to Emily in Hedgehog Class.  She witnessed, firsthand, the space bound marvel heading for 
it’s around the moon voyage, over the Easter break, from her Grandparent’s back garden. Her 
Grandparents, who live across from the Indian River in Florida, were able to talk Emily through 
what she was seeing, and we were lucky enough at school to have a copy of the rocket launch, 
filmed by Emily herself, and sent in by her mum.  
 
Thanks to Emily’s family for sharing this amazing firsthand experience with us, and one which 
Emily will grow up to remember for the rest of her life. 
 



Gardening Club 
 

 

 
  



 
 
Art Club – Norfolk Churches Trust Competition 
 
 
Fifteen KS2 children joined the Art Club at school to try 
and create a winning picture, as part of the Norfolk 
Churches Trust Competition.  The competition has 
some local celebrity judges, and the brief was to 
create a piece of artwork inspired by our local 
churches. The first session involved a walk to St 
Nicholas’ Church in the village where the children 
gained some ideas of what their artwork could feature. 
Mrs Broadbear volunteered her time to support this 
club as well, which is very generous of her and for 
which we were very grateful.   
During the last session, the Revd. Patrick Morrow 
joined us to see how our artwork was progressing and 
the children enjoyed hearing about the origin of some 
of the objects in the pieces they had chosen to draw. 
The artwork has been sent off and we await any 
results! 
Mrs Filby. 
 

 

 

 

 



  



 
 

 
 
  



  



 



  



 

 


