
                                                                                                                                                         
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

From the Desk of Mr Creasey… 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Last week I had the privilege of joining Hedgehog 
Class (Year 3/4) on their residential to Eaton Vale.  
 
Residential visits are simply incredible for creating 
memories that you will remember even in adulthood.  
I still remember my trips to Holt Hall and How Hill, 
two classic Norfolk residential hotspots back in the 
1990s, and getting absolutely soaked in a Canadian 
canoe in the middle of the Norfolk broads.  I’m 
showing my age here… 
 
Aside from the late nights and lack of sleep, 
residentials bring out very different sides to your 
children’s character.  It’s amazing to see how 
different they are when they’re given that sense of 
freedom.  From steely determination and problem 
solving, to courage and bravery; you see it all.  Not 
forgetting that some of your children have an 
incredible ability to roll a sleeping bag and get it 
back in it’s case – we love a challenge! 
 
This year, every child in Hedgehog Class went on 
the residential, which is an amazing achievement in 
itself.  What is more, we were so impressed with 
each and every one of them for adopting a ‘give it a 
go’ attitude. Even Mr Brown and I were suffering for 
a few days with pain in the lower back following our 
grass sledging efforts! 
 
With best wishes, 
 

Steve Creasey  
Headteacher  
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“For I know the plans I have for you,” declared the Lord, “Plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

(Jeramiah 29:11)  

 

Our vision, guided by our Christian ethos, is to create an inclusive school family where every child is 
nurtured to grow and thrive, be confident in showing their strengths and achieve their ambitions in 

the world.  
 
  

We aim to achieve this through our values of:  
 

Resilience, Kindness, Respect, Aspiration, Curiosity and Independence  
 



Dates for the Diary 
(please note that events marked in blue are new events and those in bold are where parent/carers are invited) 

 
 

Summer 
Mon 19th May   3:15pm to 4:15pm Parent/Carer drop in 
Tues 20th May  pm: Sports Day 
Fri 23rd May 9:00 - 10:00 Friends of Ashill School Coffee Morning (raising money for Squirrel Class) 

Thurs 5th June  Friends of Ashill School: Father’s Day ‘Buy a Gift’ 
Thurs 5th June KS1 Maths Workshop 9am to 11am 
Thurs 5th June KS2 Maths Workshop 1pm to 3pm  
Thurs 12th June KS1 Maths Workshop 9am to 11am 
Thurs 12th June KS2 Maths Workshop 1pm to 3pm  
11th /12th /13th June Year 5/6 Residential to Thorpe Woodlands 
Tues 17th June Bumblebee Class – Gressenhall Trip 
Tues 17th June pm: Reserve Sports Day 
Thurs 19th June KS1 Maths Workshop 9am to 11am 
Thurs 19th June KS2 Maths Workshop 1pm to 3pm  
Tues 24th June Inter-house Rounders 
Thurs 26th June KS1 Maths Workshop 9am to 11am 
Thurs 26th June KS2 Maths Workshop 1pm to 3pm  
Tues 1st July  Inter-house Cricket 
Tues 1st July  Year 5 trip to Northgate – Wizard of Oz Performance 
Sat 5th July  Friends of Ashill – Summer Funday 
Tues 8th July  2pm Squirrel Class Curriculum Café 
Wed 9th July  Friends of Ashill School Disco 
8th/9th/10th July  Wayland High School Transition days 
Fri 11th July  Badger Class – Ashill Fest overnight 
16th – 22nd July Whole School Transition Week (starts Wednesday) 
Mon 14th July  Reading Reward Trip 
Wed 16th July   Pleasurewood Hills for Year 6 
Thurs 17th July  9:30am Leavers Service at St. Nicholas Church 
18th/21st/22nd July Northgate and Neatherd High School Transition days – children are invited back 

to us for the last day of term 
Mon 21st July  3:15pm to 4:15pm Parent/Carer drop in (with new class teachers) 
Tues 22nd July  9:30am Leavers Service and Prize Giving at St. Nicholas Church 

 
2024-2025 Term dates     
 

 
 

Summer term: Wed 23rd Apr  to Fri 23rd May 
   Mon 2nd Jun  to Tues 22nd July 
 
2025-2026 Term dates     
 

 
 

Autumn term: Wed 3rd Sept  to Fri 24th Oct 
   Mon 3rd Nov  to Fri 19th Dec 
 
Spring term:  Tues 6th Jan  to Fri 13th Feb 
   Mon 23rd Feb  to Fri 27th Mar 
 
Summer term: Tues 14th Apr to Fri 22nd May 
   Mon 1st Jun  to Fri 17th July 
 
ICS Summer Holiday Dates: 
 
Mondays:   28th July, 4th August, 11th August, 18th August 
Wednesday:  30th July, 6th August, 13th August, 20th August 
 

 



Getting in touch… 
 

There will be times, as a parent or carer, when you need to get in touch with us.  It could be to 
discuss something that you need to share with us, something that is worrying you or simply to 
keep us in the loop.  If you need to get in touch, we’d encourage you to take the following steps: 
 

Before or after school chat on the playground 
Most mornings, your child’s class teacher or Mr Creasey will be on the 
playground at the beginning of the day between 8:45am and 8:55am.  This is 
often the case at the end of the school day too.  This is the perfect opportunity to 
have a brief chat or to arrange a phone call or a meeting.   

 

Give us a call 
You are welcome to give the office a call, either to chat directly to your child’s 
teacher, if they’re not teaching, or leave a message to call you back. 

 

Arranging a meeting 
If you would like to discuss anything regarding your child, the best person to 
speak to is the class teacher.  You can catch them at the beginning or end of 
the day to arrange a face to face meeting or alternatively, you can email or 
call the school office and the class teacher will get back to you. 

 

Avoid the emails, if you can… 
As a school, we take great pride in our approach to staff wellbeing.   
 

As we’ve mentioned before, we much prefer a two-way, verbal 
conversation between school and home; it’s the most ideal way to share 
any concerns from both home and school and come up with a solution.   
 

Therefore, we’d like to politely remind that, although emails to the office 
are ideal for letting us know information or responding to a member of staff, please avoid using 
emails to raise a concern or issue and instead opt for one of the above options.   
 

Our teaching and leadership staff work lots of hours outside of school. To protect the balance of 
work and home, as much as we can, and to avoid any concern or issue impacting upon their 
own lives and those of their families, we kindly ask that this is respected, particularly outside of 
working hours, i.e. evenings, weekends and during the holidays. 
 

What if I need to raise things further? 
With our complaints policy in mind, if a conversation with the class teacher is unable to resolve 
a concern or issue, then please follow the above suggestions to get in touch with Mr Creasey 
and arrange a phone call or meeting. 
 
 

Respect in the workplace 

 
All staff at Ashill VC Primary School are committed to working with you in a professional and 
courteous manner, and have the right to work in a safe and supportive working environment 

 

Ashill VC Primary does not accept or tolerate behaviour towards the staff that is unsafe and 
unsupportive. Actions will be taken should incidents of this nature arise. 

 

Please set a good example by behaving in a polite, kind and respectful manner towards school 
staff. 

 

We thank you for your support and co-operation. 

 
 



 
      Friends of Ashill School 

 
 

Easy Fundraising  
We are using a great website called easyfundraising 
to help raise money for Ashill School PTA - Thetford 
- simply by shopping online.  Easyfundraising turns 
your everyday online shopping into FREE donations when you use them to shop with over 
7,000 brands such as eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS and Booking.com.  Brands 
then make a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and easyfundraising gives those free funds to the 
cause. 
 
Please register using this link – just click sign up - https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-
a-good-cause/step-1/?char=27981&amp;invite=wt04dy&amp;referral-campaign=s2s 

Plus, once you've raised your first £5, easyfundraising will double it!  There’s no catch or hidden 
charges and Ashill School PTA - Thetford will be really grateful for your donations. 

  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=27981&amp;invite=wt04dy&amp;referral-campaign=s2s
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=27981&amp;invite=wt04dy&amp;referral-campaign=s2s


  



A few bits from our last newsletter… 
Hot Weather 

With us reminding you all about the heat, we’ve probably jinxed the weather now and probably 
in for months of rain  
 

During spells of hot weather, please ensure each day your child comes to 
school with sun screen already applied and that they wear a 
peaked sun hat.   
 

Children may bring in sun cream (named) and apply a top up at 
break or lunch if required.  Depending upon their age, appropriate 
supervision and support will be given. 

                                                                                                      
We kindly ask that children do not share sun cream due to the possibility of skin 
reactions. 
 

If we feel the midday heat is too intense, there will be times where we review the risk and opt 
for the more shaded playground (thanks to the large oak tree) or possibly even indoors. 
 

We’ve had a few questions about children wearing sunglasses recently.  After reviewing this 
last year, we would only encourage children to wear sunglasses for medical reasons.  Instead, 
we advise children to wear peaked sun hats, which should be adequate to protect their eyes 
from the sun in most situations.   
 

Being realistic, like glasses which are naturally worn for appropriate 
reasons, sunglasses are often lost, found damaged, difficult to name 
and can potentially be more of a hazard when playing at break/lunch 
and in outdoor lessons.  Therefore, we only encoruage the wearing of 
any glasses if really needed. 
 
Dukes Award 
Dukes Presentation Afternoon Tea – a little awards ceremony will be held in the 
library on Wednesday 9th July at 2.30pm for all those children who have completed 
their Dukes Awards (and their parents).  Lots of children have made a start with two 
children finished, well done to you.  Invitations will be sent out nearer the time but 
the deadline for an invitation on the 9th is Friday 4th July (so I have time to get 
everything ready).  If your child has not finished by then, they can still complete the award over 
the weeks/months following.  I look forward to seeing what they have been up to. 

 
Sports Day – Tuesday 20th May – 1pm 
We’re hopeful that our Sports Day will be going ahead on Tuesday 20th May from 1:00pm.  
Here’s some information about how we run our sports day.  Remember, you and family 
members are all welcome. 
 

How it works 
Our sports day is held in the afternoon, between 1:00pm and 3:00pm.  We have a traditional 
sports day in that we use our running track on the field, with the finish line being nearest the 
school building. 
 

We do this as a whole school event and there will be a mixture of running and obstacle races 
throughout the afternoon, with the children racing in their year groups and representing their 
house. 
 

Each event will be scored by the children’s houses and we’ll give you updates throughout the 
afternoon on which house is first, second and third.  Last year’s winners were Conifer (blue) by 
the way…no pressure there! 
 



Sports Day is kindly run by Mrs Grigg and supported by our house captains, staff and 
governors.  Between the adults, there will be some tough decisions as to who comes first, 
second and third but, as we haven’t invested in ‘finish line technology’, please be respectful of 
any decisions made. 
 

The Friends of Ashill School will be kindly providing refreshments, located just near the 
Bumblebee and Squirrel Class outside area. 
 

What does your child need to have on the day?  
Please can we ask that your child comes to school in their P.E. kit 
and ideally if they can wear their house team colour.  If the weather 
isn’t overly warm, they can come in either shorts or jogging 
bottoms, with a hoodie or jumper if needed (this can be removed 
for a race when needed).  It would also be helpful for children to 
have a water bottle too and sun cream if the weather is warm. 

 
Coming to watch Sports Day 
 

The double black gates at the car park entrance will be open from 1pm, in order to access our 
field.  We will set up several rows of chairs along one side of the running track for you as 
parents/carers to watch.   
 

The children will be sitting on the opposite side of the track in their house teams, with lots of 
staff supervising and supporting your children.  Please ensure that you do not cross the track to 
see your child whilst sports day is running, even if you feel there is a need to.  With so many 
staff available, we will ensure your child is well looked after and we’ll always come to get you if 
we feel it’s needed. 
 

Spectator area 
This year (having trialled this last year), just near the finish line, we will have a special standing 
area for parents/carers of children who are currently racing.  We kindly ask that this area is 
simply used for your child’s race and that you return to the main viewing area afterwards.  We 
know many of you will be keen to be near the finish line but we hope this gives people a fair 
chance of seeing their child race. 
 

Photographs/Videos 
Based upon GDPR guidance and our current policy, you are allowed to take 
photographs and videos during Sports Day but we kindly ask that you only 
share or post images on social media of your own child(ren), unless you 
have consent from other parent/carers to include others.   
 

Just like in recent years, we will also allow time at the end of the afternoon for you to see your 
child(ren) and take a photograph if you would like to, particularly as they like to ‘show off’ their 
rosettes.   
 

However, and maybe we’re being a bit old-fashioned here but, we would strongly encourage 
you to keep use of mobile phones to a minimum and simply enjoy watching your child take part. 
 

We will also be taking photos and video clips and we will share a large selection of these in our 
next newsletter.  Unlike the years post-covid, we do not intend to send these out to 
parents/carers. 
 

Weather 
We will probably jinx this my mentioning that since moving our sports day to May around nine 
years ago, we’ve been pretty fortunate with weather.   
 

We will make the decision by mid-morning on the day and text you if sports day isn’t going 
ahead.  We will then look to make an alternative date in June and let you know as soon as 
possible. 



Celebration Assembly 
2nd May 2025 

Well done to the following children: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The attendance winners are: 
 

Bumblebee Class 98.9% 
 

2nd 3rd  4th 
 Hedgehog Class  

98.7% 
Badger Class  

96.9% 
 Squirrel Class  

90.7% 
 

Overall Attendance (so far this year): 
 

95.1% 
 

 

Hedgehogs Badgers 

Bumblebees Squirrels 

Headteacher Award 



Celebration Assembly 
 9th May 2025 

 
Well done to the following children: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
The attendance winners are: 
 

 Bumblebee Class 100% 
 

2nd 3rd  4th 
 Badger Class 93% Hedgehog Class 91.7%   Squirrel Class 85.8% 

 
Overall Attendance (so far this year): 

 

95% 
 

 

Hedgehogs Badgers 

Bumblebees Squirrels 

Headteacher Award 



What’s Been Happening? 
 

 
 
  



  



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                             



 
  



 
  



 





VE Celebrations  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 



https://www.eatonvale.co.uk/  
All of Hedgehog Class enjoyed a brilliant trip to 
Eaton Vale on their annual residential visit.  Lots of 
confidence was built over the two days and new 

skills learnt, including many of the children experiencing their first sleep over – they all did 
brilliantly and had a great time.   

https://www.eatonvale.co.uk/


  



  



Young Carers 
 
Basketball session run alongside Norfolk Hoopstars:  
 
Ellie Brown will be running a basketball session for Young Carers alongside 
Norfolk Hoopstars on Wednesday 11th June, 17:30-18:45 @ Wayland 
Academy. All ages welcome. 
 
Link for parents (please sign up here if you are interested): 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZyZWZwTGN0KadDWRrJtINEkvUaU7
c9lJmnOPvS62xlRUNEVGM0taUElLU1RSTlJVSTFPRlJPOTRWTC4u 
  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZyZWZwTGN0KadDWRrJtINEkvUaU7c9lJmnOPvS62xlRUNEVGM0taUElLU1RSTlJVSTFPRlJPOTRWTC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZyZWZwTGN0KadDWRrJtINEkvUaU7c9lJmnOPvS62xlRUNEVGM0taUElLU1RSTlJVSTFPRlJPOTRWTC4u


St Nicholas Church Recycling Scheme 

St Nicholas Church now have three schemes with terracycle.  It’s been early days for the 
church but so far, their scheme has saved 2kg from landfill and they would love to make it 
more.  Instead of throwing the following packaging in the bin, save it and take it to  
their collection point (at the church door).   
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