Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®:
where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
E£15 million: or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
« are unable to certify themselves as exempl (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Govemnance and Accountability Retum at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's intemal auditor.
= Sections 1 and 2 must be compieled and approved by the authority.
= Section 3 is completed by the extemal auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Stalement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authornty wabsila/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4, An authority with edther gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000. but which is unable to certify itsell as exempl, or is
requesting a imited assurance review, must retum to the axtemal auditor by email or past (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Govermnance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

« a bank recondiliation as al 31 March 2026

= an explanation of any significant year on year vanances in the accounting statemeanis
= nolification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annual Intemnal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requesled; do nol send any additional documents lo yowr exdernal audilor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the exiemal auditor has completed the imited assurance review and is able lo give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor

Report and Certificate will be retumned to the authority by email or pest,

Publication Requirements

Linder the Accounis and Audit Regulations 2015, authorlies must publish the following information on the
authority websile/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authoritics must publish:

= MNotice of the period for the exercise of public nghts and a declaraition thal the accounting slatemants
are as yet unaudited;

« Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

« Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 Seplember 2026 authonties must publish:

» Nofice of condusion of audil

« Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

« Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendmenis as a resull of the limiled assurance review., i
is recommended as best practice, o avoid any polential confusion by local electors and interested

parties, that you also publish the Annual Intemal Audit Report, page 3.
Thies Anniaal Govarmancs and Accecminbslilty Hetien consfifuing Sha annunl relam refemod i (0 e Accounts and Audil Reguiabions 2015,
Thecaiphoa, Tha words ‘sxisnal sitor hawo B s mesng o §e woeds Tocal madion”in e Accours and Aucll Regations 2015,

o a complels st of bodkes that may be smaller sulfanibies miler i schodule 2 o fe Local Audi snd Accountabily Act 2014,
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

= The authorily must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections. 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Practices are found in the Prachitioners® Guide® which is updated from Eme Lo time and contains everything
needed to prepare successiully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor,

= Make sure thal tha AGAR is complale (no highlighled boxes ket emply) and is propery signed and dated, Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and property nitialled

= The autharity should receive and note the Annual Intermal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemance Statement and the accounts.

= Lise the checklist provided below o review the AGAR for completeness before retuming it to the extemal
audilor by email or pas! (nol both) no kater than 30 June 2026

* The Annual Govemance Stalement (Seclion 1) must be approved belore the Accounting Slalements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minuie references. even where approved on the same day.

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Secon Z) bedore they are presented 1o
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

= The RFO is required o commencs the public rights panod which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspecton ( this exdudes weekends and public holidays) which must inchude the first 10 working days of July.

= You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

= Make sure thal the copy of the bank reconciliation o be sent to your extemnal auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts, I the authodty holds amy shon-lerm investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The exiemal audilor must be able lo agree the bank reconciliation lo Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
B. Mare help on bank reconciliation is available in the Fraclilioners’ Guede®.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a-copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The extemal auditor wants lo know that you understand the
raasons for all vanances. Incude complele numencal and namative analysis (o suppor the full varance.

« Addiional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

= Make sure that the accounting siatements add up and that the balance camied forward from the prewvious year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

» The Responsibde Finandal Officer (RFD). on behalfl of the authority, must sel the commencement date for the
mxarcise of public rights which must be a singhe period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July,

« The authority must publish on the authority websile‘webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audil Regulations 2015, induding the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
addrass of the exlemal audilor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have beon compheted?
Has all sddiional nformation requesied, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided lor the extemal audiod?
Intermal Audit Repor | Hoeall highbghtod boees boen completod by the inlemal sudior and axplanations provided )
Section 1 For any statement to which the response (s 'no’, has an explanation been published?
Section 2 Has the Responsible Fnancal Offscar sigrned the accouning statomants bafiors
preanntation (o e authorty for approsal?

Has the authonty's approval of the accounbing statemernts. Been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval mesting?

Has an explanation of ssgnificant vanations been published whare required?
Has the bank meconcliaton a3 al 31 March 2036 beon reconciled o Box 87
Has an explanation of any dilerence betwesn Box T and Box B been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trusl funds — have ol disciosunes besn made i the authory as 8 body corporate s a
| sobo managing trustoo? NBK: do not sond inst acoounting statemans uniess requested,

H"m"u‘n‘\\‘u‘h"n‘ﬁﬂ

*Governance and Accountabiiity for Smaller Authorities in England - a Praciitioners” Guide fo Proper Praciices,
can be downloaded from www.nalkc.gov.uk or rom www.ada.org.uk

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3 Page 2ol B
Local Counciks, Intermal Drainage Boands and other Smalker Authonibes®




Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

& N

~ 3 Salfords and Sidlow Parish Coungil

www.ﬁﬁdﬂldllidhvpn.nak

Diuring the financeal year endied 31 March 2026 this authority's intemal audifor acling independently and an fhe
basis of an assessment of risk, carmied oul a selective assessment of comphiance with the relevant procedures and
contiols in operation and oblained appropnale evidence from he authority

The intermal audil for 2025726 has been camied ouwl in accordance with this authorily's needs and planned coverage
On the basis of the findings in Ihe areas examined, the Inlemal audit conclusions are summarised in this lable. Sel
oul below ane the abjectves of internal conbrol and alongside are the internal auddl conclusions on whather, in all
sagnificant respects, the conbrol obgectives were bemng achisved throughoul the inancal year to a standard adedquala
o mal Bhe needs al this aulthonty )

A, Approprisls accounling reccrds have been propery kepl hrowghout the firancial yoar.

B. This aulhonty complisd wilh its fmancial regeilalions, payments ware supparied by involeess, all
axpanditism was approved and VAT was approphalaly accountod fod

C. This suthorily assessed i significant naks fo achisving is objeclives and reviewed he sdequocy
afl smangamants bo mansge (hasa.

0. Tha precep or rales recuirsmant ressbed from sn sdeguate budpstany process; progress §gens]
tha budpel was regulorly montoed. and reserves wore appropriots

E. Expecied incomea waa fhiily meaived, based on correcl pncas, proparty mecorded and promgily
banked: snd VAT was appropriabaly aocounted fo

F. Cash paymants ware propafy supporied by mospis, all cash sxpandilure was approved and
VAT approprataly sceouniod {or

G, Salorims lo employess and allowances (o members ware paid in pccordance wilh ihis authonly's
approvals. and PAYE and NI reguirements wem proparly applied

H. Assaf and mvestmanis mgislors were complete and accurate and properly maintained

. Perodic bank account reconclialions wane proparly carmed cul dusing B yoar

<. fcoinling stalemants prepaned durng (he year were prepamed on the cormect acecuniing bass (recepls
el paymenis of intome and apandiluna), ageed 1o the cash book, supporied by an adeguabs mudil f
itall frem under ying records and whse appropriate debion and cedtons warne propedy recanded

K, If the suthonty cartified el as exempt fram o lmned sesurancs e in 2024725, it mal the

sxsmplion crileng and correctly declarad iteatl angmpl (I ihe authorly had a imiled assrance f
reviewy of i 2004/25 AGAR tick “nol covered)

L. The sidharity pulisbed ha regueed informalioh on @ websiehsabpage up to data at the fime of the v
intemal audd in accordance wilh i relevant bsgisiation

M, In T yeor covand by this AGAR, the aulhomty correclly provded for o perod far S ecercies of
pubilic mghls as requesd by The Acoounds and Aulit Riguilalions (durng (e 202526 AGAR pemod v
ware pubiic mghts in redalion o the 2024-25 AGAR svidenced by a nolice on the weliade and'ar
mhanty appvoved mnuies comrmeag the dafes mel)

LISLSISIN] S

W, The awutharity has oomplied with ihe puiblcalion regquimments for 2024/.25 AGAR v
{eee AGAR Pege | Gudinee Modes)

0. Tha autharily has complisd with Lows, regulalions & propes pracicess relaling io digial snd data v
compliance T

"I;.-{F-nr local councils anly)
Trusd funds |:|l'l|ﬂu:h'i chantabla) = The coundcl me (ks responssbiliien o 8 usioo

For any olhar risk amas idenlifsd by Sis sulhonky adeguale contmls seisted (lsl any ofhe nek ssas on weparnie shasis il roeeded)
Dale|s) inbamal audil undodtason Mama af porson who carried ool Bha ntornal oudil

21/04/2026 23/0452028 Peter Barclay

Signalure of person who | 3N L loney s 23/04/2026

carrad oul the miamal nudd
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the membars of:
Salfords and Sidlow Parish Council
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of interal control, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements, Ve confirm, to the best of our knowladge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have pul n place armengements e effectioe fnancsl ‘ ‘Mn.Man

gl during i i, shd iof B prepaiion of v Wl [ Aceriants and Auall Roguinfions.
thay peercaading sinlsrrans

2. W rrsnenkaerid a0 ackedquabe syl ol rlemal contol e prope armnpamands and acoaphad msponsihifty
inchuding mamsunes. doesigrasd o presnl and deloc! iomed v for safornesrcling s [l movsy el /elMyTRe i
and eofruplion and nirdseed B eleciveness. 3 charpe:

1 We have assued oursobees that there are no mallers i Dy aiomee wefnl ff fuas Phee b powesy o o el U
of achanl o polenlial nor-compliance sl s, complied with Froper PFractioes in doing so
regulationrs and Proger Pracices thil could have o 7

st firanciol effect on (e abity of the
authorily 10 condud is business or manage s
finanoen.

A, Vo provadied proped apporunily dunng he year lor iy e peawr goeve alf peranos infeeahed Ehe opporfuniy o
Mie exevome of dlecion’ nghts in scoortance with e v iy fwend ek Quealions abaool T suthorily's socounis.
reqaramoris of Lhe Acoounis and Audil Regulations. b

5. Wi canmied ool n assasamanl of ihe rske inong the conmiered and docurpanted the fnancial and alfur fsks #
mthority mnd ook nppropinis e 0 mansgo o ‘( Fas e diosll willy Whisry Py

fimkcn prachucting Thee sdrochection of il conliols silor
evlernal msumance cover whers regquined,

6. W masrisinesd hroughoul the year an adegeabe ard aTanged i & compefs! parson, noependen of (e financie’
alleciive sysiom of intornal medd of ihe mcoouning - conimis and procedures, e ghe e olpciivn e on wheiher
rennds. and oonbrol sysiems. infernnd coniirod's maal e needs of s smafer authonily

7. ‘e look spgmprinks sclon on sl matiers rsed 'f oot B0 mallers Sroigghl o ds allevifan By inlisnal ol
in et rom el mnd eormel ol ieauTie! aeahr

B We consideted whetter amry Btigation, Kabwities o desciosed ewarylivng i shoukd Rave aboul 43 Buiineas moiny
cosumilliinls, isnsnls o Iramachons, oocurming sl iy b i’ inciinding ot faking plnce afler e poas
g of after the year-end have @ fnancial st on " af if ol
hes adhonily s where apgdopriale. hume inckided Sem
in e acoounbing stalemenls ;

0 [For local councils only) Trust hends mchsdng e ol ol of 25 respevideile s wiee, &2 5 S0y
charitable. In our capacity o the sols managing eaepornia, § & a sole managng inmsies of & ool
trisstns wo dischanged our sccountability i o irasis
Pk ponveibiites 1of i fund]sassets. including
fimancial reporting and, if requited, independent v
examinalion of sudil

10, 'We have pul i place sTangements fof the eflectee (T i PR EAADNS TARgeMeYE for 08 1T and dats
privchioes duiirg e year unides e g S0 |

*Ploase provide explanations to the extermal auditor on a separate sheel for each “No® response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

Thas Annual Govemance Stalement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meating whara
meating of the authorty on: approvil was given )
110572026 /l%/
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
26\l -0 F 1 _ _
www. salfordsandsidiowpe.org.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Salfords and Sidlow Parish Council

1. Balances broughi Total balervoes and rosorves af the baginning of the year

forward 89,638 B7.539| as recordes w the financial reconds. Vialue must agree
) i Bew 7 of pevvious year

2 (+) Precept or Rates and Tota! emouet of prece (of for (D88 mtes and levwes)
Lendas 46 664 48,997 | recoived or moadvable in the year. Exclude any grants

rocashad

3. (#) Total other receipts Totad incorme or recaipts as mcorded in the cashboak lss

78,852 91,912 the precopt or milastovies meaived (line 2). Inchide any
Franty mosheed.
A, (<) Stafl cosis Toind pxpondifisrn or payrnants made ko snd on bohalf
4 355 93,705 of ol amploysas. inciude gross salaning and wnpos,
¥ L employers N contribitions, armployers pansion
confnbutions. grafuilios and Sevorancs Py ments.

5. |-} Lown intorosticapital Total axponciem or paymants of copital and inferos!
POy 1] 0! made during #re yoar an ihe suthonly's borrowings (if any).

B (=) All other payments 'Eﬂl:p_‘.nwwnu_m'ﬂ.ﬂ-lhm

93,261 70,130 | book loss st costs (line 4) and loan interesticapital
ropayrrnts (i 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total bolpncos and oserves af B ond of e yer:
forwerd 87.5%9| 124613 mmteuns -39 - (-0

B Total value of cash and | The sum of all current and doposd bank sccounts, cash
shori isnm Ervestments B7.539 124,613 hokdings and sior lerm investmants hold as ol 31 Msrch —

To agroe with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed assets phas | The vake of ail tho propary tha authorly owns - i is made
long term imesiments 822 666 823,158 up of all ¢ faed assets and lang femm invesimants as af
and insats 31 larch.

10, Tolal | Tha capitnd haknes ax of 31 Maveh of alf knans

PO 0 0 mm.-iﬂmmm

11 Do the figures in ihe
accounting  stalements  above
axthide my frusi irsnsactiona?

For qurdance refer fo ihe Pactlioss” Goide seofions 2 30 220

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Staterments in this Annual Govemance and Accountahility
Ratum have baon propansd on either § necospls and paymants
or income and expandiure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accounlabllity for Smaller Authoities = a
Praclitionars’ Guide to Proper Practices and present alry
the financial position of this autharity,

Eignad by Responsible Financial Officer bafore being

IS5 2020

Date

Annual Governance and.hr;_nmtﬂ:llrur Raturn 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councits, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®

1 confirm that these Actouniing Statements wers
approved by this acicny om dhes Gabe

11052026

a5 recorded in mimuls refsranon

2¢les -1 Eii

Signed by Tt the Accouniing
Statem

‘3

the
approved
Ll
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Salfords and Sidlow Parish Council

1 Respeclive responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibiity as audilors 10 complete a limiled assurance review is set out by the Nabonal Audit Office (NAD). A Imited
assurance review is nol a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audt camed out In accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would,
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a mited assurance review, the auditor is responsitile for reviewing Sections. 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountabiity Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
hitps /Mwww.nao.org. uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/
This authority is responsible for ensuning that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Praclices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

= confirms and prowides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our dulles and responsibiliies as external auditors.

2 Extemal auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

fod the matlers reporned Delow]” an the bases of our review of Sechorms 1 and 2 of the Arnual WMWRMH
the informabion n Sections 1 and 2 of the Anrual Governance and Accountabity Heturn i in accordance with Proper Practices and
mallers have come o o allenton greng couse kor concem hal relevand legadeton and regulalory requirements have nol been met.

s appropriate)

{oonbnue on & wpente sl § regured)
Other matiers nol aflecting our openon whech we draw 10 the aflenbion of Me Aoty

{conSrue on a separate sheel I required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

Mmmwmunmwumum1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibiities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

[“Na do nol certify comgletion becaune

MWNWRMWF«MS N Pnga_llolﬂ
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