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Friends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf Blackberry Control Demonstration Day
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 2024-2025

The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce 
(VBT) is a community-based 
organisation established to prepare 
the Victorian Blackberry Strategy 
and oversee its implementation.  
The VBT’s goal is to reduce the 
growth and spread of blackberries 
across Victoria. 

The VBT’s emphasis is on 
education, advocacy and providing 
accessible information and 
support for public and private land 
managers to control blackberries 
on their land.

The key to achieving the VBT’s objective is by 
supporting all land managers to implement 
control programs on their properties, provide 
reliable information in various formats and 
make sure that everyone has the tools to decide 
which control methods are most suitable for 
their situation.

Resources to make these decisions are 
available through the education and information 
material available on the VBT website and with 
demonstration sessions in local communities to 
showcase best practice methods of control.

The VBT has a focus on ensuring online resources 
support communities and individuals to decide 
the best options for treating blackberries on 
their properties. Engagement is the key to 
communicating and forming partnerships 
with land managers across all land tenures to 
encourage neighbouring land managers to work 
together for best results.

The VBT welcomes enquiries about blackberry-
related issues. Emails will be responded to 
promptly or please visit our website to browse 
the extensive resources available.

I would like to thank Agriculture Victoria for 
funding support for the VBT. I also thank our 
partnership groups, communities, and public land 
managers for their contribution of knowledge 
and experience in implementing the Victorian 
Blackberry Strategy.
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BLACKBERRY
ONE OF VICTORIA’S WORST WEEDS

Left unchecked, blackberry can rapidly infest entire local 
landscapes.

On private land, it costs millions of dollars in lost agricultural 
productivity.

On public land, it hinders recreational and commercial activities 
and severely impacts biodiversity and environmental values.

Blackberry can alter water flows and cause soil erosion, harbour 
pest animals, out-compete native plants and reduce biodiversity.

Blackberry is a serious issue in Victoria and is recognised as a 
weed of national significance and one of Australia’s most noxious 
weeds.
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One of four Victorian Community 
Pest Management Groups, the 
Victorian Blackberry Taskforce 
encourages and supports 
community grass-roots 
action, with partnerships and 
collaboration a key focus. 

This approach has reinvigorated blackberry 
control efforts across Victoria, and public and 
private land managers are working together to 
reduce blackberry and protect economic and 
environmental values. 

The Taskforce comprises ten members, including 
six community members, a research scientist 
and representatives from Parks Victoria and 
the Department of Energy, Environment and 
Climate Action. Taskforce members oversee 
implementation of the Victorian Blackberry 
Strategy and provide state-wide leadership  
in blackberry management. 

The Taskforce’s Community Partnership Program 
supports communities to motivate local land 
managers to work together to manage blackberry 
across landscapes. 

The Taskforce also provides feedback to policy 
makers on successful community approaches to 
blackberry control and helps drive research and 
innovation in blackberry control measures.

THE VICTORIAN BLACKBERRY
TASKFORCE
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP GROUPS

 

VICTORIAN BLACKBERRY TASKFORCE

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE ACTION

RESEARCH SCIENTIST

PARKS VICTORIA

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY,
ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE ACTION

COMMUNITY PEST 
MANAGEMENT OFFICERS
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Demonstration of Cut and Paint Method, 
Wheatsheaf Blackberry Control Demonstration Day 
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Demonstration of Cut and Paint Method, 
Wheatsheaf Blackberry Control Demonstration Day 



•	 Supported hundreds of Victorians to reduce blackberry infestations in their local area.

•	 Assisted seven communities to deliver blackberry control demonstration days.

•	 Supported one Partnership Group to undertake a second year of Blackberry engagement 
activities and two new groups to achieve first year objectives.

•	 Visited ten communities to understand their blackberry issues and support them in 
developing effective community-wide control programs.

•	 Produced and broadcast three new community service announcements on WIN TV during 
spring.

•	 Provided blackberry control Information to 41 landholders in response to enquiries.

•	 Published a newsletter to highlight community success stories in blackberry management 
and to promote demonstration sites.

•	 Concluded a research project on the extent of Queensland Fruit Fly breeding in blackberry in 
eight Local Government areas across Victoria and published a report.

VICTORIAN BLACKBERRY 
TASKFORCE  HIGHLIGHTS 
2024-25
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VICTORIAN BLACKBERRY TASKFORCE
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

PHEASANT CREEK BLACKBERRY 
ACTION GROUP

FRIENDS OF KANGAROO CREEK, 
WHEATSHEAF

The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce is the principal source of 
reliable information for the community on blackberries as a weed, 
prevention measures and management options.
 
The success of the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce is attributed to its engagement with land 
managers in diverse ways that enable people to learn through the communication methods that 
best suit them.  These include demonstration days, partnerships with local groups and online 
communication tools.
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The Pheasant Creek Blackberry 
Action Group continues to work with 
the Horticultural Industry, Parks 
Victoria, Agribusiness Yarra Valley and 
Murrindindi Shire Council. 
Thirty-two properties are participating 
in the project.

The Friends of Kangaroo Creek 
initiated a new project to control 
blackberries on public and adjoining 
private land along Kangaroo Creek 
at Wheatsheaf, in partnership with 
Hepburn Shire and North Central 
Catchment Management Authority.



WODONGA GOLF CLUB, 
FELLTIMBER CREEK

BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION DAYS

NORTH EAST BLACKBERRY ACTION 
GROUP
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Wodonga Golf Club commenced a 
project to control blackberries using 
managed goats along Felltimber Creek 
in West Wodonga.

Seven blackberry control 
demonstration days were held 
across Victoria with over 300 people 
attending. These events provided 
an opportunity for landholders to 
visualise ‘best practice’ blackberry 
control measures and interact with 
experts.

The North East Blackberry Action 
Group continues to support 
communities in the Upper Murray area 
to tackle blackberries in a coordinated 
manner following the 2020 Black 
Summer fires.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PHEASANT CREEK PROJECT

BERRY GOOD EFFORT
Four berry growers are among 
the 32 landholders working with 
the Pheasant Creek Blackberry 
Action Group which, supported 
by the Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce, is tackling blackberry 
infestations in the Kinglake area.
Pheasant Creek BAG was established in 
2022 and works with key partners including 
Murrindindi Shire Council, Parks Victoria, 
Kinglake Landcare Group and Agribusiness 
Yarra Valley.  The Pheasant Creek project 
area covers Kinglake Central, Pheasant Creek 
and Kinglake West, a region characterised 
by horticultural enterprises and rural bush 
properties.

Partnering agencies have been vital in 
assisting private landowners’ efforts to control 
blackberry.

Parks Victoria hired Graze Away, a business 

which trains and manages goats, to contain 
blackberry infestations in Kinglake East Bushland 
Reserve, especially in more inaccessible areas, 
with spot-spraying to control regrowth. They 
provided support through the Good Neighbour 
Program, a State Government initiative to help 
landholders and community groups control 
the spread of invasive species on public land. 
Community planting days were held to revegetate 
the site.

Murrindindi Council targeted blackberry on 
municipal roadsides and parts of unused 
road reserves, with the Pheasant Creek BAG 
prioritising works.

Biik Land Management, a team dedicated to 
caring for Taungurung Country, was engaged 
to conduct blackberry control works on one 
property.

Kinglake Landcare Group continued to play an 
important role in blackberry control, offering the 
use of a spray rig and backpack equipment to 
landholders. Pheasant Creek BAG provided a 50 
per cent rebate on herbicides and chemicals.

Pheasant Creek BAG is encouraging VicRoads/
Regional Roads Victoria to manage blackberry on 
road reserves.14
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Pheasant Creek Blackberry Action Group - 
Blackberries before and after control.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
KANGAROO CREEK PROJECT
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LEAPS AND BOUNDS
Friends of Kangaroo Creek 
formed in 2023 in response to 
rampant blackberry growth 
following storms that damaged 
tree canopies.  Landholders 
were intimidated by the scale 
of the blackberry infestation in 
their midst but realised the best 
approach to achieve control was 
to join forces.
They engaged help from the 
Victorian Blackberry Taskforce 
and attribute their rapid success 
to a shared goal of tackling the 
weed across public and private 
land.  The group has controlled 
a major blackberry infestation 
along Kangaroo Creek.

Friends of Kangaroo Creek in Wheatsheaf, 
Central Victoria, obtained multiple grants to 
treat the council reserve along Kangaroo Creek 
and a 30-metre buffer zone on adjoining private 
properties.  Initial contract works removed 
blackberries along a 2.6-kilometre length of the 
creek adjoining Wombat Forest.

Many landholders live on rural lifestyle properties 
and some felt they didn’t have the knowledge 
to control blackberries on their land.  Friends 
of Kangaroo Creek and the VBT inspired them 
to control the weed to protect native bushland, 
home to many threatened and rare species.

The VBT provided vital information, along with 
a grant, and is supporting the development of 
management plans for individual landholders.  
Friends of Kangaroo Creek engaged eight 
landholders and aims to control almost 20 
hectares of blackberry.  Participants are 
determined to maintain controls along the creek 
to prevent blackberries from encroaching onto 
their land.

The group plans to extend its works to the whole 
of Wheatsheaf and neighbouring Coomoora, 
particularly targeting infestations along the 
myriad intermittent creeks in the area.  It also 
proposes to conduct working bees to share skills 
and knowledge.
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Friends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf - 
Blackberries before and after control.
Friends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf - 
Blackberries before and after control.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
FELLTIMBER CREEK PROJECT
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The Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce, in partnership with 
Envirograze and the Wodonga 
Golf Club, is supporting a 
blackberry management 
demonstration project at 
Felltimber Creek in West 
Wodonga.
Felltimber creek, which runs through the 
Wodonga golf course, is infested with 
blackberries, which are providing habitat for 
rabbits. The creek’s environmental values are 
severely impacted and intervention is necessary 
to protect remnant vegetation and enable 
suppressed native vegetation to regenerate.

The goats and most of the fence panels used 
to contain them are owned and managed 
by Envirograze, a business that provides 
vegetation management services using goats 
to maintain and restore natural landscapes. 
Golf club volunteers assist Envirograze to move 

the fencing (and the goats) along the riparian 
zone so all sections can be grazed in turn. After 
a few months resting, to allow the blackberries 
to reshoot, the goats are returned to browse 
further, depleting the weed’s energy reserves, or 
the regrowth is treated with herbicide to kill the 
weeds.

The control of blackberries with goats is a 
successful tool, provided the goats are well 
managed and  visited frequently. It is crucial 
to ensure the goats remain contained, and 
are removed once all blackberries have been 
browsed and before the goats can have significant 
impacts on native species.
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Managed goats eating their way through a blackberry infestation along 
Felltimber Creek, West Wodonga



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
NORTH EAST BLACKBERRY ACTION GROUP

North East Blackberry Action 
Group has run a community 
involvement program in the 
Upper Murray, North East 
Victoria, since 2006.
The group’s connections to 
community have been invaluable 
since the 2019/20 bushfires in 
enabling direct communication 
with fire-affected landholders 
and offering assistance 
with treatment of both new 
and regrowing blackberry 
infestations.
Over the past five years, since an intense 
bushfire swept through the Upper Murray 
area, the North East Blackberry Action Group 
blackberry control program has been ongoing, 
as the germination of blackberry seed and 

regeneration from rootstocks has proven to be 
challenging, especially on steep country.

A demonstration day was held on a property at 
Berringama in April 2025, with a drone used to 
show how effectively herbicide can be applied 
on steep slopes.  Attendees were shown how 
targeted spraying can minimise spray drift and 
protect off-target species.

A mulcher was also used to demonstrate the 
efficiency (both time and cost) of reducing the 
biomass of large infestations, which can then be 
sprayed when regrowth reaches about one metre 
in height.

A follow-up field day will be undertaken on the 
property in 2026 to assess the results of both 
techniques.
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Demonstration of a drone spray unit and a mulcher at a field day hosted by Northeast 
Blackberry Action Group at a property in Berringama.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025

The Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce co-hosted seven 
blackberry control events with 
communities. These events 
demonstrated ‘best practice’ 
blackberry control methods, 
including physical, chemical, and 
organic control techniques. 

Demonstration days enabled 
landholders to visualise action 
on the ground and interact 
with experts in blackberry 
management, as well as 
neighbours and fellow community 
members to learn from each 
other and develop connections to 
tackle blackberries in their area 
in a more coordinated manner.

Physical control demonstrations included the 
use of larger machinery, such as mulchers. 
Chemical control demonstrations included 
backpacks and larger spray units, as well as 
the cut and paint technique. All six events 
demonstrated a spray drone in action, which 
created much interest. 

Signs of blackberry biocontrol agents, such 
as blackberry rust on leaves and stems, were 
also shown to participants.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025

20 SEPTEMBER 2024 
BUNYIP BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by Western Port Catchment 
Landcare Network

15 attendees

16 OCTOBER 2024 
NARINGAL BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by Warrnambool Coastcare 
Landcare Network

40 attendees
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025

26 OCTOBER 2024 
WHEATSHEAF BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by Friends of Kangaroo Creek

30 attendees

17 FEBRUARY 2025 
YAMBUK BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

40 attendees
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025

27 FEBRUARY 2025 
HEATH HILL BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by Western Port Catchment 
Landcare Network

24 attendees

2 APRIL 2025 
BERRINGAMA BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by North East Blackberry 
Action Group

30 attendees
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025

3 MAY 2025 
ROKEBY BLACKBERRY CONTROL 
DEMONSTRATION EVENT

Hosted by Latrobe Catchment Landcare 
Network

150 attendees
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
BLACKBERRY CONTROL
DEMONSTRATION DAYS 2024-2025
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LOCAL COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP GROUPS 
SUPPORTED BY THE VBT’S COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM: 2005-2025

Years Community Partnership Group Other Partners
2005-ongoing Northeast Blackberry Action Group Upper Murray Landcare Network, DPI, DSE, PV, HVP, Towong 

Shire, NE CMA, Vic Roads.

2005-09 Three Creeks Landcare Group Bass Coast Landcare Network, Bass Coast Shire, DPI

2005-08 South Gippsland Landcare Network focus 
Landcare groups

South Gippsland Landcare Network

2007-21 Mitta Mitta Blackberry Action Group Mitta Valley Landcare Group, North East Blackberry Action Group, 
HVP, DSE, DEPI, PV, Towong Shire, NECMA

2008-11 Far East Gippsland Community Blackberry 
Action Group

Seven landcare groups, EGCMA, PV, DPI, DSE

2009-17 Central Gippsland Woody Weed Action Group Local Community, Latrobe Catchment Landcare Network, Latrobe 
City Council, HVP, VicRoads

2011-13 Barkers Creek Blackberry and Gorse Action 
Group

Barkers Creek Landcare Network, NCCMA, V/Line, City of Greater 
Bendigo, Mount Alexander Shire, PV, DSE, Connecting Country

2010-13 Mudgegonga and District Blackberry Action 
Group

Community representatives, DSE Good Neighbour Program

2011-15 Upper Campaspe Blackberry Gorse Action 
Group

Upper Campaspe Landcare Network, Ashbourne Landcare Group, 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council, DPI, VGT

2011-23 Northern Yarra Blackberry Action Group Northern Yarra Landcare Network, PP&WCMA, Yarra Ranges 
Shire, Melbourne Water, DSE, PV, VicRoads, Conservation 
Volunteers Australia, Federal government

2012-17 Corner Inlet Blackberry Taskforce Wonyip (Yarram Network), Agnes River and Franklin River 
Landcare groups (South Gippsland Network), South Gippsland 
Shire, PV, Toora Lions Club, Friends of Agnes Falls, Communities 
for Nature funding for Ramsar site

2012-15 King Parrot Creek Blackberry Action Group Murrindindi Shire, Strath Creek Landcare Group, King Parrot 
Creek Environment Group, GBCMA, PV

2012-16 Merton to Cathkin Blackberry Action Group Merton and Home Creek-Spring Creek Landcare Groups, Mansfield 
Shire, Murrindindi Shire

2012-16 Triangle Blackberry Action Group South Cathedral Landcare Group, PV, DPI/DELWP, Murrindindi 
Shire, GBCMA
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Years Community Partnership Group Other Partners
2012-16 Up2Us Landcare Blackberry Alliance Group VFF, Mansfield Shire, Ancona, Delatite, Howqua Valley and Upper 

Broken River Landcare Groups, GBCMA, DEPI, PV

2012-18 Wellington District Blackberry Taskforce Local Community, Wellington Shire, Southern Rural Water, Vic 
Roads

2014-16 Sandy Creek Woody Weed Action Group Sandy Creek and Maldon Urban Landcare Groups, Tarangower 
Cactus Control Committee, Connecting Country, PV, Mount 
Alexander Shire, Loddon Prison (Landmate), DELWP, Maldon 
Primary School

2015-19 Creightons Creek-Gooram Blackberry Action 
Group

Creightons Creek Landcare Group

2015-17 Dabyminga Blackberry Action Group Community representatives, Strath Creek Blackberry Action 
Group, Mitchell Shire, Southwest Goulburn Landcare, DELWP

2016-20 Moorabool Blackberry Action Group Moorabool Landcare Network, PP&WCMA, Moorabool Shire, 
Corangamite CMA, Greendale-Wombat Landcare Group, VicRoads, 
Melbourne Water, DELWP, Central Highlands Water Authority, PV, 
VicTrack

2017-22 Whittlesea and Surrounds Blackberry Action 
Group

City of Whittlesea, Kinglake Landcare Group, Melbourne Water, 
VicTrack, PV, DELWP, Upper Goulburn Landcare Network, 
Whittlesea Landcare Group, Landcare Australia Ltd, Scouts 
Victoria – Warringal Scout Camp, Regional Roads Victoria

2018-21 Eden Park Blackberry Action Group City of Whittlesea, Kinglake Landcare Group, Melbourne Water

2018-19 West Strzelecki Blackberry Action Group Mount Worth and District Landcare Group

2019-21 Silvan Blackberry Action Group Wabbit Action Group Silvan, Yarra Ranges Shire, Melbourne Water

2019-21 Strath Creek Blackberry Action Group Strath Creek Landcare Group, King Parrot Creek Blackberry Action 
Group, Murrindindi Shire

2022-25 Pheasant Creek Blackberry Action Group Agribusiness Yarra Valley Fruit Fly Group, PV, Murrindindi Shire, 
Kinglake Landcare Group

2025- Friends of Kangaroo Creek, Wheatsheaf Hepburn Shire, NCCMA

2025- Wodonga Golf Club Enviro Graze

Acronyms

CMA: Catchment Management Authority,  DELWP: Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning,  DEPI: Department of Environment 
and Primary Industries,  DPI: Department of Primary Industries,  DSE: Department of Sustainability and Environment,  HVP: Hancock’s 
Victorian Plantations,  EGCMA: East Gippsland CMA ,  GBCMA: Goulburn-Broken CMA,  NCCMA: North Central CMA,  NECMA: North East CMA,  
PP&WCMA: Port Philip and Westernport CMA,  PV: Parks Victoria,  VFF: Victorian Farmers Federation,  VGT: Victorian Gorse Taskforce.
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RESEARCH

The Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce plays a key role in 
promoting research to better 
understand the impacts of 
Blackberry and opportunities to 
achieve more effective control. 
It also helps disseminate the 
lessons from research to the 
community.
Biocontrol

The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce has been 
advocating for further Government investment 
in research to identify effective biocontrol 
agents for European blackberry since 2012.

In 2008 previous investment resulted in the 
release of eight rust strains in localities with 
suitable climatic conditions. Over time, the 
releases have demonstrated that warm and wet 
summers allow the rust to spread and reduce 
the biomass of blackberry plants by limiting 
the number of daughter plants produced. 
Blackberry rust won’t kill the host, however the 
wet summers 2021 to 2023 were ideal for the 
rust to severely deplete foliage and reduce fruit 

production across Victoria. Affected blackberry 
plants were weakened, although regrowth 
occurred during the 2024-25 summer.

Queensland Fruit Fly

In 2023/24, the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce 
commissioned research that confirmed that 
European Blackberry is a host for Queensland 
Fruit Fly in Victoria, particularly in residential and 
fruit-growing areas of the state. The report is now 
being used as a tool to engage with land managers, 
local government and sectors of the horticultural 
industry.

Other Research

At the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce Forum in 
Melbourne in 2023, researchers were invited 
to present on opportunities and challenges for 
future blackberry control methods. Feedback from 
attendees indicated that further research into 
biocontrol methods and gene editing should be 
pursued to identify future options. The VBT has 
subsequently sought input from the University of 
Melbourne on the direction research could take 
to enable more effective control methods to be 
developed.

Recordings from the conference can be found 
in the Resources section of the VBT website: 
https://www.vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au/.
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Spot, blotch, and rust diseases of Rubus in 

Australia, and biocontrol of wild blackberry

Wild and cultivated Rubus are susceptible to a range of 

fungal diseases that can a�ect plant health and fruit yields. 

The symptoms are varied and many species are di�cult to 

distinguish using visual symptoms as the critical diagnos-

tic spore-producing structures are microscopic, or in some 

cases, not present. Some Rubus diseases present in Austra-

lia are common and attack a broad range of hosts, often 

plants unrelated to Rubus.  Others are restricted to species 

or cultivar groups of Rubus for example; Raspberry Leaf 

Spot (Sphaerulina rubi Fig. 1) a�ects forms of Raspberry, 

but not Blackberry, and vice versa for Blackberry Rust Fun-

gus (Phragmidium violaceum Fig. 2). 

Understanding and recognising Rubus pathogens is im-

portant for e�ective disease management in commercial 

orchards as control methods and products vary with spe-

cies involved. 
Accurate recognition of 

Rubus diseases is also im-

portant for the use and 

development of biological 

control agents for Europe-

an blackberry, an aggregate 

of many closely related 

species and hybrids (R. fru-

ticosus spp. agg.), and one 

of Australia’s weeds of na-

tional significance.   Biolog-

ical control agents are only 

selected if they are highly 

specific, damaging to the 

host and will not cause 

conflicts of interest. As 

macroscopic symptoms alone can be unreliable in agent 

diagnostics, molecular tools play an important role in the 

development process for biological control agents. 

The names of Rubus pathogens are a common source of 

confusion. This is often caused by two di�erent names be-

ing given to one organism; one name for the asexual form 

of the disease, and one for the sexual form. Sexual forms 

of a disease produce fruiting bodies and spores through a 

process of nuclear cell recombination and division. Asexu-

al forms produce spores through clonal reproduction. The 

structures producing these spores can look very di�erent 

at the microscopic level and DNA analysis is nearly always 

required to confirm identification.

The site of infection of Rubus 

diseases e.g. leaves, canes, 

fruits, roots, is not always a 

reliable diagnostic feature as 

pathogens can infect more 

than one part of the plant 

and symptoms can vary 

depending on the location 

of the disease. As an exam-

ple, Anthracnose (Elsinoë 

necator) can invade leaves 

causing leaf-spots (Fig. 3), 

but when present on stems 

causes large open lesions in 

advanced stages (Fig. 4).

While at least 15-20 species of pathogen infect Rubus in 

Australia, around 170 pathogens occur in other countries, 

particularly around the natural centres of Rubus diversity 

e.g. Europe and North America (USDA National Fungal Da-

tabase).   Improving disease recognition is an important 

process for farm biosecurity as early detection and diag-

nosis are required for eradication or containment of new 

diseases. As an example, Long Rust of Rubus is not present 

in Australia, but commonly occurs in North America. 

In New Zealand, Sphaerulina westendorpii (=Mycosphaer-

ella rubi, Septoria rubi) (Cane Leaf Spot) (Fig. 5) infects 

Boysenberry causing leaf-spot symptoms and severe blotch 

symptoms on canes. Infection causes dieback and reduced 

yields and there was concern 

virulent forms could a�ect Aus-

tralian production. Initial diag-

nosis of the disease was the 

systemic Septocyta ruborum 

(Purple Blotch Disease) (Fig. 6), 

which forms similar symptoms 

on canes. Purple Blotch Disease 

is under evaluation as a poten-

tial biological control agent 

for wild European Blackberry. 

Recognising the two diseases using visual symptoms is vir-

tually impossible and has handicapped the development 

Fig. 1  Raspberry Leaf Spot

Fig. 2  Blackberry Rust Fungus

Fig. 3  Anthracnose

Fig. 4  Anthracnose

Fig. 5  Cane Leaf Spot
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How do we achieve effective 
biological control of invasive 

European Blackberry?
Dr Robin Adair, Australis Biological & Dr Rae Kwong, Biocontrol Scientist, DEECA

In Australia, invasive European blackberry consists of a complex of around 

18 recognised species and a range of hybrids, which collectively are 

amalgamated into Rubus fruticosus sp. agg. The first introductions to Australia 

were made for pragmatic and sentimental reasons by our early colonisers, 

but the species quickly naturalised and spread more aggressively than 

perhaps they ever envisioned. 
Now European blackberry is one of Australia’s 

worst environmental and agricultural weeds where 

substantial losses of biodiversity and production 

occur. The vast extent of infestations across southern 

Australia and lack of access to many areas restricts 

conventional control methods, which has precipitated 

the acceptance and development of classical biological 

control. This control method utilises natural enemies 

collected from the region of origin of blackberry 

(Europe) for suppression of the host plant in areas 

where it is problematic (Australia). 
Natural enemies of blackberry are numerous in Europe 

and consist of a diverse range of fungal pathogens, 

arthropods (invertebrates), viruses and bacteria. Many 

of these organisms are known to be generalist feeders, 

and therefore are unsuitable for biological control. High 

levels of host specificity and impact are critical traits 

required for a successful biological agent, particularly 

where closely related commercial crops or native plants 

are present in the area of intended introduction. And 

Australia has plenty of these to consider.  
The commercial Rubus berry industry and native 

plants belonging to Rubus are key considerations in 

the development and evaluation of potential biological 

control agents. 

In the 1970’s, biological control of European blackberry 

in Australia commenced with the selection and testing 

of the blackberry rust fungus, Phragmidium violaceum, 

a defoliating pathogen that can weaken infected plants 

by reducing stem growth, flower and leaf production, 

and ultimately reduce crown size. Infected plants are 

less vigorous than those uninfected by the fungus. 

Extensive host testing of the pathogen prior to its 

introduction demonstrated commercial Rubus cultivars 

were not at risk of damaging infections, and the agent 

was approved for release in 1991. Subsequently, eight additional strains of the rust 

with greater effectiveness against the most invasive 

European Blackberry species have been imported 

and released in Australia. The pathogen is now widely 

established throughout southern Australia, and in 

seasons where cool summers and consistent summer 

rainfall occurs, the rust has proven to be highly 

effective. However, Australia is a continent of climate 

extremes with regular droughts and hot summers that 

limit the impact of blackberry rust. 
In addition to this, the rust is relatively ineffective 

on blackberry growing under a canopy of taller 

competitive plants such as native forests, which limit 

production of new growth of blackberry. Therefore, the 
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Established Invasive plants and animals
cause many headaches for landholders,
not only for loss in productivity and
environmental values, but the shear effort
to control them. Baiting, ripping,
fumigation, shooting, trapping, spraying,
mulching and slashing are all duties land
managers undertake regularly to keep on
top of their problem. Due to their
widespread nature, eradication is out of the
question. 

Are there opportunities for the development of additional
management tools for invasive pests and what are the
challenges to making them a reality?

On the 15 March, 60 community delegates engaged with
leading scientists at the Future Opportunities and Challenges in
Invasive Species Management event, at the Melbourne
Museum. 

Chaired by Professor Tim Entwisle – author, botanist, former
botanic gardens director, the forum focused on the latest
research into biological control, gene drive technology, using
genetic information to forecast potential distribution and
pathogens as tools to reduce the impacts of invasive pest plants
and animals.

Professor Euan Ritchie – Deakin University set the scene by
outlining how invasive pests in Australia are one of the major
reasons for species extinctions. He was also keen to point out
that removing invasive species from the environment doesn’t
necessarily mean everything is positive! There could be
negatives including an increase in other pest species.

Shalan Schofield – Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry outlined Australia’s three-tiered biosecurity system
and the importance of citizen science in protecting Australia’s
economy and environment.

Dr Annelise Weibkin – Department of Primary Industries South
Australia defined the threat that deer poses on the environment
and the economy, and how deer could be the next rabbit. Since
the impacts of deer are increasing and their status in Victoria is
a game animal not an invasive, fewer solutions are available.

The next round of speakers focused on scientific solutions.

Dr Alex Fournier-Level – University of Melbourne, described the
use of genetic information to predict the invasion of Common
ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia), which has not yet
established in Australia. Common Ragweed has genetic
variation across different regions in the Northern Hemisphere
which affects the invasive nature of the plant. This research will
assist in predicting the spread and helping with management
actions.

Dr Stephen Frankenberg – University of Melbourne, outlined
how ‘gene drive’ technology could be used to combat invasive
animals by targeting female fertility.

Professor Ben Phillips – Curtin University followed up and
explained some of the social and technical challenges in
developing ‘gene drive technology’ including funding and social
licence.

Greg Lefoe – Senior Researcher, Agriculture Victoria
summarised the current biocontrol’s for blackberry, gorse and
serrated tussock and future research opportunities for these
pests.

Colin Arnold – GrazeAway, illustrated how goats can be a proven
standalone measure if managed properly. In the right
circumstances goats will target weed species and leave natives
alone. Colin acknowledged the irony of goats being used as a
tool to control invasives.

The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce is keen to continue
advocating and supporting invasive species research for public
benefit. We need to ensure the wider community is aware of
what is happening in invasive species research. Information
between community and scientific institutions can be facilitated
by groups such as the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce to ensure
evidence-based information is provided to interested
communities through newsletters, webinars, discussion forums
and direct communication to our Mailchimp subscribers.

Presentations from this event are now available to view on the
VBT’s YouTube Channel.

Forum session / 1
Video

Session 1 topics & speakers:
INTRODUCTION – Professor Tim Entwisle, Author, botanist and former botanic gardens director.
CONTROVERSIES AND CHALLENGES OF MANAGING INVASIVE SPECIES IN AUSTRALIA – Professor Euan
Ritchie, Deakin University
LEARNING FROM RABBITS AND INSTILLING ENVIRONMENTAL BIOSECURITY HABITS – Ms Shalan Scholfield,
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry
TOOLS TO MANAGE DEER NOW AND INTO THE FUTURE – Dr Annelise Weibkin, National Deer Management
Plan Co-ordinator, Department of Primary Industries and Regions SA, Adelaide, SA

Watch Session / 1 video on the VBT YouTube Channel Session 1 of 3 sessions

Forum session / 2
Video

Session 2 topics & speakers:
GENETIC BIOCONTROL FOR INVASIVE VERTEBRATE PESTS – Dr Stephen Frankenberg, University of
Melbourne
HOW IS GENETIC INFORMATION USED TO PREVENT WEED INVASION RISK? – Dr Alex Fournier-Level,
University of Melbourne
CHASING THE GRAIL: THE PROMISE AND CHALLENGES OF GENE DRIVES – Professor Ben Phillips, Curtin
University

Watch Session / 2 video on the VBT YouTube Channel Session 2 of 3 sessions

Forum session / 3
Video

Session 3 topics & speakers:
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF WIDESPREAD WEEDS – RESEARCH TO ACTION – Greg Lefoe, Senior Research
Scientist with the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action’s Agriculture Victoria Research
Division
CONTROLLING WEEDS USING GOATS – Colin Arnold, GrazeAway
SUMMING UP AND Q&A SESSION – Professor Tim Entwisle, Author, botanist and former botanic gardens
director
CLOSING REMARKS – Lyn Coulston, Victorian Chairperson

Watch Session / 3 video on the VBT YouTube Channel Session 3 of 3 sessions
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Contacts
Contact the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce:

Victorian Blackberry Taskforce PO Box 536 Wodonga
3689

vbt@vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au

  

Stay Updated
Need ideas to get rid of blackberry weed? Subscribe and
stay updated with the latest information and news from
the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce.   Email us with a
request to subscribe at:
info@vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au

Search  Find

CONTACT

  Victorian Blackberry Taskforce PO Box 536
     Wodonga 3689

  vbt@vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au
  www.vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au

  

The advice provided by the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce is intended as a source of information only and should not be relied on as
advice specific to your particular situation.

Always obtain specific advice from an appropriate qualified expert with respect to your own particular solution before undertaking
any blackberry management initiatives, including spraying.

Always read and follow the label before using any of the products mentioned and ensure that you are undertaking any blackberry
management in the appropriate conditions and in the appropriate manner.

The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind, or is wholly
appropriate for your particular purposes, and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise
from you relying on any information in the publication.

© 2020, VBT. All rights reserved.

Science & Community.
Coming together.

VBT MANAGING BLACKBERRY COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP RESOURCES NEWS CONTACT



Television advertisements are a key tool for reminding regional communities throughout Victoria 
of the need to control blackberries over the warmer months of the year.  Two new 15-second 
advertisements were produced this year, one highlighting the broad range of control options 
available, the other highlighting the link between blackberries and fruitflies.

Social media and other online content continue to be vital tools in helping the VBT reach 
landholders, with key messages delivered via our Facebook page, website and YouTube channel. 
While email is the main form of communication from the public, some Facebook enquiries are also 
received. The VBT will seek to improve and refresh online engagement in future to better engage 
with a wider section of the community.

VBT KEY TELEVISION AND ONLINE 
ENGAGEMENT 2024-2025
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WIN TV Promotional Advertisements
•	 3 advertisements broadcast on WIN TV

•	 6 weeks in October/November 
 
VBT YouTube Channel
•	 2,556 views across 45 videos

•	 10 new subscribers

VBT Facebook
•	 438 followers (49 new)

•	 13 posts

•	 41 likes

VBT Website
•	 Sessions: 7,900 (Total)

•	 Users: 6554 (Total) | 5039 (Australia)

•	 Average time: 1.40 minutes/session.

•	 Average pages visited: 3.88 pages/session.



TOP 9 WEBSITE LANDING PAGES
01	 VBT Home page 
02	 Managing blackberry: herbicide helpful tips 
03	 Controlling blackberry 
04	 Goats offer an effective tool in weed control 
05	 Managing blackberry 
06	 Managing blackberry: biocontrol 
07	 Managing blackberry: physical control 
08	 Resources 
09	 Managing blackberry: herbicides

TOP 10 VIEWED WEBSITE PAGES
01	 VBT Home page - 15825 
02	 Managing blackberry - herbicide helpful tips - 1526 
03	 Managing blackberry - 1445 
04	 Controlling Blackberry - 1017 
05	 Resources - 919 
06	 Goats can offer an effective tool in weed control - 600 
07	 Managing blackberry herbicides at a glance - 431 
08	 Managing blackberry biocontrol - 429 
09	 Managing blackberry herbicides - 335 
10	 Community Partnership - 292
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The Victorian Blackberry Taskforce continues to provide 
support, information and resources for successful 
blackberry control.

Blackberries.  
Let’s take action together.

Website	 www.vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au
Facebook	facebook.com/VictorianBlackberryTaskforce
YouTube	 https://www.youtube.com/@victorianblackberrytaskfor6575
Email	 vbt@vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au
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http://www.vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au
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Members of the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce
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