
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the 

Date 

 

February 7 

Brunch in a 

Box 

 

February 17 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7EWX6v9QlKSJIV9qQ7fK7hN9ZhZLy56pe0bWTel_NbZc2O-79SJC1vaKiLejr4jYNW4IHrzfw-l96OXinL4I_OzDMj05QEVJZQ==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


UWCF Approves $5.1M in Community Investments 

 

United Way of Central Florida has approved $5.1 

million in Community Investment Team allocations for 

2025–26, supporting 69 programs across Polk, Hardee, 

and Highlands counties. These investments strengthen 

youth opportunity, financial security, healthy 

community, and community resiliency, impacting more 

than 180,000 individuals and families across our 

region. 

 

Read the full article to learn more. 

 

Cocktails & 

Conversation

s 

 

February 26 

Bayou Bash 

in Highlands 

County 

 

March 28 

Women 

United 

Garden Party 

 

April 11 

Highlands 

County 

Women 

United 

Spring Soirée 

 

May 14 

Annual 

Celebration 

  

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsXcYTILWG8wjkC1c9mLwasx_7tFussKpsRN9TApMh7QKPkuwyvK8IwpSOm6DewzWJ1o5sJB5pJroQagJgyA1MK5_yO8qADgyoxsiTGcsXng8jIRUwwzkRGQ==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Tocqueville Toast hosted by Lynn & Paul Noris 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7ORW0n8MYKbSYVam7x8DfIfZ92xqQCBKm80XnhdZa72QaY87nlNF8MfaIzrhpMUPnszZwj_vGs6KHgYjo6iXxe0a1HYWK1xrL0NhEIUVknWg7dZzCHdzz4BxnJbZ5Yd9RA==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7FwxlLxfIm7MG3niSz-ymRp_T3gq04fb3TyV6aoCkiK65EIQNN03sBu_RY4xEktk3iE-6wkaaY6mfYSfgFoNvZD307hP0VACfW45nxmTIrT_&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7J3VzYpPpvd1YtAmnBM3uIMwtO8GTPSqO-r7YwXfu3W_kRUnqDmIgxn0HYG8PTvcb59pHBQ3l4USLBOFXFK3mfZJvn6NOMmK0l0-0YLu4oa7sZKVvBUsTb0=&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

Last week, we had the pleasure of 

gathering with our Alexis de 

Tocqueville and Démocratie 

donors for a special evening of 

connection and conversation. It 

was a wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate the generosity and 

leadership of those who play a 

vital role in advancing our 

mission. 

 

We extend our sincere thanks to 

our dedicated Alexis de 

Tocqueville Committee for their 

leadership and support, and to 

our gracious hosts, Lynn and Paul 

Noris, for opening their home and 

helping create such a welcoming 

and meaningful experience. 

 

Thank you to all our donors for 

their continued commitment to 

making a lasting impact in our 

community. 

 

To learn more about our 

Leadership Giving levels, please 

contact Melissa Innella 

at Melissa.Innella@uwcf.org or m

ake a gift now. 

 

mailto:Melissa.Innella@uwcf.org
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7I7qWj_d-WR7G2GgK72n-O3NpzCCW6u--m7uAHxGT5ZNyDGnijlzGsofpmbNE_k8oo5G4OgQEHlcSiZGh92LmkwFNXtjUbD3osCtftLj0RktYsM3nGtxBQfLh0NvBLffIA==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7I7qWj_d-WR7G2GgK72n-O3NpzCCW6u--m7uAHxGT5ZNyDGnijlzGsofpmbNE_k8oo5G4OgQEHlcSiZGh92LmkwFNXtjUbD3osCtftLj0RktYsM3nGtxBQfLh0NvBLffIA==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASD/Adaptive Swim Safety Webinar 

 



 

 

 

For children with ASD and adaptive 

needs, water safety is especially 

critical. Join us for a FREE 

ASD/Adaptive Swim Safety Webinar to 

learn drowning-prevention strategies, 

understand common triggers, and gain 

practical tools you can use at home. 

 

Tuesday, February 3 | Noon 

Free resources included 

 

Hosted by UWCF Success By 6, Swim 

Angelfish, and Swim Dynamic 

Lakeland. 

 

Scan the QR code or click below. 

Sign up Now 

 

  

  

Hardee & Highlands News 

 

  

Highlands County Bayou Bash 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsJ5mkjIPD2j0STm2J7nX2FTXzZWTX5ilvKeTqS9PK3QgAPuz5dQHHYl1OKvXRfBPsuY-Pg0Y6m3PZ86d5Vpvhql3pXJWLJZIuvJ2x8xLuf8QqN1roTUGYxf4qpeazV58-Ch0VhDYk2U-aDcGzhNXub7S-Bw0eqDKPSh3xEAgPhycActEhSgY8JGDpFZAstT_Ofjs-4vAlwCr_FFNM3iRG_sm201VRCvwp4_Gt3uRSeXdi_KFDPr9ticBJKq6qFcm-bUlpKS2R-22xQMlVMu441-lUuKVTKGOw-Op6Bqc-rJXQMruszvO7oHzmUWXJLXS5Bs7BBLBVHhXBAMtUgQ9qyZIFXgzppjz-Xg_NXaJyH710gchbgZ7FC3kqhDE07cOAB11qzASbFydEdL2Bzav0wPhyIpSXr7DXGvnwTtFW1BWIFk77BRIb5Q==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

 

Join us for the annual Highlands 

County Bayou Bash on February 26—

an evening of fun, fellowship, and 

philanthropy in support of our local 

community. 

 

Enjoy live entertainment from B’s Keys 

Dueling Pianos, bid on exciting silent 

auction items, and indulge in drinks 

and heavy hors d’oeuvres throughout 

the night. 

 

Leadership Giving Association 

members are invited to attend at no 

cost as a thank-you for your continued 

generosity. 

 

Non-member tickets are $50, with all 

proceeds benefiting the United Way of 

Central Florida Highlands County 

campaign. 

Register Now 

 

  

Thank You to our Bayou Bash Sponsors 

 

Thank you to our Bayou Bash sponsors for their generous support. Because of 

you, we’re able to host an incredible event while maximizing the dollars 

reinvested back into the Highlands County community. Every dollar raised locally 

stays local, supporting programs that help individuals and families across 

Highlands County. 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsFQXRs1u35NkGSGrlhAC1VRn2b-2R6IlJ9HgvQf-7lfYDuAtqf6nP3PENUy_txhqIdwaS95VPCjG-zN0SMBQpWS6y8x4od-vSg65nZVpSKTUOn2jwX3FqSwDGgu24iH7cWTvJRvd1Imgkt3uKrgxm5tHBogJFBG_jCvi-9Hd-PSlKquqK9UZkYZ5pGIySvX-eg8i08v115i499HYu6EGokDGb2zL7EUPoZ1wFsM1us0D24SzNWDlkEXI2tWua65L_92QF133JRZrAjeP5zFoSwuVamDYUHvpItObxR5v0u05AR9LQpajlmGkpRtGHlVhLKzSn9Y2hIO0Iuk8TVna89JFGlH94gJ_XWM1qqTf1wjyIvE-ruFlAKI_V-vemmWeTW44ZrWKeNvROqW31lObRPseg0R1hV8pB&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

Thank you to: Insight Auctioneers, LeaderOne Financial, Lakeside Dental Arts, 

Highlands Jewelers, Central Florida Property Management, Duke Energy – 

Sebring, Get Fish Slapped, Ridge Energy Savers, Seacoast Bank, South Florida 

State College, SouthState Bank, Berkshire Hathaway, Bullgator Plumbing, Crews 

Bank & Trust, Down and Dirty Cleaning Services, Glades Electric, Haynes Pest 

Control, Heartland Tax and Accounting, Longs AC, Turner Furniture, Sevigny & 

Associates Eye Care, SOS Septic and Sewer, and Brooke Britt-State Farm 

Insurance. 

 

To get involved or become a sponsor, contact Shawn Beumel 

at Shawn.Beumel@uwcf.org. 

 

 

 

 

United We Shine: School Spirit Showdown 

 

 

 

 

Watch the videos from local schools 

and vote with a donation for your 

favorite entry. Every vote helps your 

school win bragging rights and a 

special event hosted by United Way. 

 

Support your school. Make an impact. 

Cast your vote today! 

Vote Now  

 

  

  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_4877698016820749788_m_1687507487064326507_
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsKSbxMfj1BUkhphX0Gjjvz0xFhGA8Tnj22FYSSXT3obdG6e6XaC-UnbQ07sk_QCVy5fy5xcznJz-WsbhXtOb-QrCCJxCv-1XPZ8PqZ7Q8QlA6EQmSr39UqD0cMhVYWDxH&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


Get Involved 

 

Brunch in a Box hosted by Women United 

 

 

 

 

Treat yourself or a loved one to 

curated deliciousness and support 

Success By 6! Brunch in a Box is a 

drive-through fundraiser hosted by 

Women United. 

 

Feb 7 | 10 a.m.–12 p.m. | South 

Lakeland 

 

This year’s boxes are better than 

ever—choose Traditional, Tailgate, or 

Picnic! 

 

5 lucky boxes hide a GOLDEN TICKET 

for amazing prizes: 

• One-night stay at Palmetto 

Marriott Resort & Spa 

• Florida Gator football tickets 

(two pairs available) 

• Three-night oceanfront stay in 

New Smyrna Beach 

• Half Day with Superintendent 

Heid 



Order By Feb. 1  

 

  

Thank you to our Brunch in a Box Sponsors 

 

Thank you to our generous Women United Brunch in a Box sponsors for 

their continued support. Because of your commitment, we’re able to 

support Success By 6 programming in our community. 

 

Thank you to: CPS Investment Advisors, Bell-Barnett Family Fund within 

the GiveWell Community Foundation, Boyer Building Corporation, Central 

Florida Health Care, Optify, Dr. Rod & Jeanette Crowley, Lu & John 

Fitzwater, Barn at Lazy P Ranch, Stuart’s Plumbing, The Lay Group, Cross 

Wired Electrical Services LLC, and ConnectED Polk. 

 

To learn more about Women United or become a Brunch in a Box sponsor, 

please contact Melissa Innella at Melissa.Innella@uwcf.org. 

  

 

 

 

ReadingPals Needs Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

ReadingPals are volunteers who spend 

one hour each week in kindergarten 

classrooms throughout Polk County, 

helping students read. 

 

Volunteers are still needed! Interested 

in joining us? We would love to have 

you be a part of this program. Learn 

more. 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsOYdjn2QZbBIoU9d9ma_-nWXJsepSDeHtNP041wOtaOSJ77E6qlmSk66uvIgPrWp0tvc8dzXDh8NzH_s-SmP3uw==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
mailto:Melissa.Innella@uwcf.org
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7L3q7mPzYUJ5OU-thhBesPHXbpNSvBUsFWj8kSbbyRCEkOTIW8yDuykDqmLOJSeVpX_Uyn8_paSj5b6bexloEmcZfIYeqDhQ2EUEgI1c_SxT&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7L3q7mPzYUJ5OU-thhBesPHXbpNSvBUsFWj8kSbbyRCEkOTIW8yDuykDqmLOJSeVpX_Uyn8_paSj5b6bexloEmcZfIYeqDhQ2EUEgI1c_SxT&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


Sign Up! 

 

  

  

  

Find Help 

 

  

Free Tax Help Available Now 

 

 

 

 

United Way of Central Florida is 

offering FREE tax preparation through 

the VITA program across Polk, Hardee, 

and Highlands counties. Our 

IRS-certified volunteers can help 

eligible households file accurately and 

maximize their refund — at no cost. 

 

Now – April 11, 2026 

 

Sites throughout Polk, Hardee, and 

Highlands counties 

 

File your taxes accurately and for free 

at MyFreeTaxes.com or find a site 

near you via the link below! 

Find a Tax Site  

 

  

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7I3-JoGTe9l5xgdo4zhEpM0gSMhqkIxgSi79QmHkuZDSkI1ZIflh1X6D9iDOfdJ7INgl9T277MqWF37j0RkP8b3mKnd4XurFgRBQ0jsbLUAJ47CrCDZTC0cF0wExZI8q-w==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7NYR_plRgnlMsXaE5e78U-TtZfKSpxqscrQzzbT6KAStV0nT5uCyqc8x7BAoI66RnE7zMd_31sU7vP-l8ri6N81RYdQy-_QQFw==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7OaKg2J-QynsRUwpv8qHPvkFZzYhE7t5CySiouQqullV2aY1nGi2ZemXswwlAUtQozBWj_5Xxhg9o5HEThYpwfeZAwwe6RZv9g==&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

End Hunger Initiative 

 

 

 

 

Are you struggling to put food on the 

table? With 20 healthy food pantry 

sites around Polk, Hardee, and 

Highlands counties, UWCF is helping to 

supply families with boxes of frozen 

meat, fresh produce and dry goods at 

no cost! 

Find Your Nearest Healthy Food 

Pantry 

 

Thank you to our Polk County Food 

Pantry Sponsor, The George Jenkins 

Foundation, our Highlands County 

Food Pantry Sponsor, AdventHealth 

and our Hardee County Food Pantry 

Sponsor, the State of Florida. 

  

  

 

 

 

211 Get Connected. Get Help. 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7AQ2bJauFRv1UbhcYKEe5uvb3NUGDwsC8m35zp8iFnQ6_-DQWKhBJ09sL7126JE1Uq_6GnwN_XlHleir-hZGxN8ZfcAi4VUAFdCL-ji9yVG4NCpJV_NDRw_XO7Yp7MyQzvqGAeijznd9&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HMt7nUcTG7Olcsu1oCvPyja2iM_nvJ61dT54IZ9g_luKxC2BmMCj7AQ2bJauFRv1UbhcYKEe5uvb3NUGDwsC8m35zp8iFnQ6_-DQWKhBJ09sL7126JE1Uq_6GnwN_XlHleir-hZGxN8ZfcAi4VUAFdCL-ji9yVG4NCpJV_NDRw_XO7Yp7MyQzvqGAeijznd9&c=FjsXqAJMzv__9k7AwzXPxxjuv5QlMx45Gm1O4L89Bdm84Gs1wZmXYA==&ch=nYGawoi69Qs4-1zPUqd7WghFqa3gbiqGYLFGuvKLt3s0Aa6PNwEG-w==


 

 

 

United Way’s 211 is the most 

comprehensive source of human and 

social services information in the 

country. Our teams of compassionate, 

highly trained specialists are available 

24/7 to connect you with the best 

services available in Polk, Hardee and 

Highlands counties. 

Find Help Now  

 

  

  

 

 

 

MAKE A 

DONATION 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES  

 

 

Our mission is to inspire our community to give, advocate and volunteer by 

identifying needs and mobilizing vetted resources to create positive, local 

change. 
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