
  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 26, UWCF received the Excellence in Volunteerism Award 

from Volunteer Florida. This prestigious statewide honor recognizes 

UWCF’s exceptional leadership and dedication to supporting the 

community during times of crisis. Congratulations to the entire 

team for making a meaningful impact across Central Florida. 

 

Save the Date 

 

August 14 

Campaign Kick-Off 

 

September 4 

Highlands County 

Campaign Kick-Off 

 

October 14 

Women United Party 

with a Purpose 

 

November 6 

LGA Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News 

 

  

Thank You to Our Retiring Board Members 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B4EDJNzFbDtHxWGeL7ZH4LUJ4PkxdzR13FDA0Oug1Nt_ehJszNgDIoChcPn3co0rWD3PJvlZm5VIU-ersFfwoCRO-bEMiIhRakktrZB3Ie-ZIobcZapVqpeCy5rfK6kX-npirh46YwfXu8QW6-NI4zk0VerxWkJxGDjzMj3rK_i8-ddGD5gt3hQ=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B4EDJNzFbDtHrXjhQmW03ITEaBI9FOn5jhONmcKQmLFkunkEOAY0-KSyz8296NrA0JYTWzGIUyPCgNoPBxx5yxybXezQZ3WD5edNhP8i6e1CxsSJl6QA0vaZCoyg3AuHB80XEnnrsEw5lNs_VeAN_fMGqq8h--M9oRqfUAUKgID44IG2zKNyax8=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B4EDJNzFbDtHrXjhQmW03ITEaBI9FOn5jhONmcKQmLFkunkEOAY0-KSyz8296NrA0JYTWzGIUyPCgNoPBxx5yxybXezQZ3WD5edNhP8i6e1CxsSJl6QA0vaZCoyg3AuHB80XEnnrsEw5lNs_VeAN_fMGqq8h--M9oRqfUAUKgID44IG2zKNyax8=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


 

 

 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the following board 

members for their dedicated service and leadership: 

• Joe Tedder 

• Michael Tamney 

• Scott Sjoblom 

• Sam Killebrew 

• Joe Gleason 

• Lauren Giordano 

• Tip Fowler 

• Ali Wright 

 

Your contributions have made a lasting impact. 

  

 

 

 

UWCF Receives State Funding 

 

 

 

 

UWCF has been awarded $250,000 in state funding to 

support a new program, “Thrive Together: End Hunger & 

Wellness Navigation.” 

This funding will enable us to deliver essential resources to 

Highlands and Hardee counties, expanding the services 

already available and allowing us to reach even more of 

our neighbors in need. 

 

Special thanks go to Senate President Ben Albritton, 

Senator Colleen Burton, and Representatives Jon Albert, 

Jennifer Houghton Canady, Jennifer Kincart Jonsson, Josie 

Tomkow, and Kaylee Tuck for championing this initiative 

and warmly welcoming our team during legislative visits. 

Read More 

 

  

 

 

 

Ashley Bell Barnett Appointed to Women United Global Leadership Council 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWXvXkjUI1uLkyWY7EUb7JmQ2V092CNGx3XCqlXJWNq9U4yWUj6j2XS3jH1dFETtwDGdT2siBCWaqIZjRQAO1lfHEcyqaEbzY9vYdAEokQllEgBTUYj0LEJlUH4aRmrAJZYEHqRApYYiwLFy8fnUOO1lLTat4XTEJ8Z_Rj12f3BPF7b6qsO31Dmnl-I9aUdkrXNR9qVG30GlixDiE4g4fCePpx1MmBxAYI8LhVc5tCBrJq5ZOY26dmJEhVYr7rNEP9GTnP8zLZS2LxHwrsYpRRzelpZ592HBUXBYBKaE0IRqwbkmjRhgLxtnUYpiB4jnGXJO3oqDBJJDsoC84jPIpojHRWRUznstU-cyHbePzC9rBZaDjY85ep4iYxhv8TDeAyiyfSdS8O8QEu0QH9StnfoiKnF488tVY_E_fwq9TrU0PzYuXVtOSIvYNX4k4zdwQJ&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWelXoyxBtmijJ2TzRGwRlZ-_iKEQ-2tK7mnYPDuGGdIp9t9IvkILdiKd_kMrwICpYISOS1rxIuiba_S-L1SBJX7tZJd-Tr6pZ_N3aLeJ2sC-8LjPjp6uEqYZImFwslzl31wReHyBrE7UtFoarCZ1Oc_qmBpURURBM27oVFJA1czKhpTDsO5pZz3dj8W3eQ7dwh9KLcDV97039QrKhZFZ8UTvhAKORFmMfCTJLFtWHkkvO-HUcewScoT8dMsWrQSG5uplVuMeZAMt8EofsaQwXp1YFDM4yub1maBhQg2Ks8sW7wzE2hGIpzTA4PbAAJgClmAsBxNRm3dq7_xoiYknNQZ0VxJBKmGCNQooB0rnvC3ejd7QA8lGQ4iPB8-qB6V6_pX_5MwPvEKbOyZV0HokcjJ04EIDSw2dvb1PrkpSR_wmYzFBLf459m0aLw0uNl2zE&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWbkF5MJXA5Cl5dC50m5FYIzwr1wYmJMwHskj9SWFLQGoqR7PnaaiCaOJuQ6zSf2hlEAqLwk_XiXma5pHtNT0pRm5G9Z3bXWf45FGYR9Gy0m0xSqLOHHflz1WjnyT1V8Ca&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


 

 

 

We’re proud to share that Ashley Bell Barnett, Past Board 

Chair of UWCF, has been appointed to the Women United 

Global Leadership Council. Ashley’s dedication to 

strengthening families and communities across Polk, 

Hardee, and Highlands counties remains an inspiration. Her 

new role reflects her deep commitment to United Way’s 

mission and the global impact of Women United. 

Read More 

 

  

 

 

 

Ruth Teets Honored by Florida Children's Movement 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to ReadingPals Program Manager Ruth 

Teets for being honored by the Florida Children’s 

Movement as the ReadingPals Coordinator of the Year! Her 

unwavering dedication to improving outcomes for young 

children and families shines through in all she does. We’re 

proud to see her outstanding work recognized at the state 

level. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You Read-A-Thon Participants 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWkoK_eEmLPz5oEaYIlTZ2JotYttOZrZcdH73lnaFaEOQh9MB2B2k_dKogvEr80LCoaL6_h6nNrhbQwklev2xMLrWnIqdfx-3bWxf6z_0hnOA5xtp46uX8VdXr0Xn9mmUg93sQvTERTij4pxlQ4UJIx4iMcOcn8uPFOM1rKiuUE2jTLSazPrOqQg==&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


 

 

 

The Success By 6 Summer Read-A-Thon is complete, and 

our community’s young readers logged an incredible 3,706 

books in just one month! As we celebrate 30 years of 

Success By 6, founded by Carol Jenkins Barnett, we’re 

grateful to the more than 550 participants who helped 

bring essential learning resources to children across 

Central Florida—and inspired a love of reading all summer 

long. 

Learn More About Success By 6  

 

  

 

 

 

UWCF Awarded Grant from American Red Cross 

 

 

 

 

UWCF has been awarded over $125,000 from the 

American Red Cross to strengthen community recovery 

and resilience in areas impacted by Hurricanes Helene and 

Milton. This funding will allow UWCF to expand 

infrastructure and resources that support long-term 

regional resilience. 

 

 

  

Hardee & Highlands News 

 

  

AdventHealth Supports Lake Placid Food Pantry 

 

 

 

 

UWCF has partnered with AdventHealth to expand our 

efforts to fight food insecurity in Highlands County. At our 

June 26 kickoff event in Lake Placid, hundreds of families 

received nutritious food through our End Hunger Initiative. 

This partnership strengthens our mission to build a 

healthier, more resilient Heartland. 

Read More 

 

  

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWhJG_jEDs1NjrLgbP_YWwDpwZnGyKp6xWFgL2ayeimO-hN2QWEtAh2ZT-BHc6LGT0ARnMejaezhg6vbxDaalIJZMJ_sSEJ9EqoqRVp9ioZK5oOhNXh68R7QZzAX1a-TWqAXRF4O6H5AKN63TRzuyLnIwpUxnlRS1D45iHj8nAD6s=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8uFpJbtGDKWUZb-0v_2_lisWkyWlsRujgpYwYd7MVGxCA72GMbk_dg6bR5rTDsq2FUxnCHuhgEyEaNhtlbb_RSJAEZECGyH5QaiYQFHWPML2AgMs3ZcNNuiPVZ8Pt4kq53qyROsMcE1EqRxbMEBekQ=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


  

Get Involved 

 

ReadingPals Needs Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

ReadingPals are volunteers that spend one hour each week 

in kindergarten classrooms throughout Polk County, 

helping students read. We need volunteers for the 

upcoming school year! 

 

Interested in joining us? We would love to have you be a 

part of this program.  

Learn more. 

Sign Up! 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Join Us for Campaign Kick-Off 

 

 

 

 

Join us Thursday, August 14, at 3:30 p.m. for our 2025-

2026 Campaign Kick-Off! 

 

Campaign Co-Chairs Greg Littleton and Weymon Snuggs 

will host trivia with fun prizes at the Bartow Civic Center. 

An exciting presentation of what's to come this campaign 

year will be given. Refreshments will be provided. 

RSVP 

 

  

 

 

 

Highlands County Campaign Kick-Off 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B9KWN2mPbe8159DYo1jhVCFodU5j7YUAgFhbesHJVwdcyGKDigPfRlP28o07NvL_jSxwA9-RvlvhK-q66A4PznoEixmLXyPMiNSYgLv6vud2jENKwYgAjhk=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B9zgL-vLNHHLcfviP4y9GUbPG20C_Gs9TdJV7tYO3QMuaac3a9ikfHCTzNR57m8pPX8t6CuFnFlLMwAMrzr5FKb7coqremtctdYT7MyLMzAkscWVUD6XnV6ulgmGqivc_g==&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B4EDJNzFbDtHxWGeL7ZH4LUJ4PkxdzR13FDA0Oug1Nt_ehJszNgDIoChcPn3co0rWD3PJvlZm5VIU-ersFfwoCRO-bEMiIhRakktrZB3Ie-ZIobcZapVqpeCy5rfK6kX-npirh46YwfXu8QW6-NI4zk0VerxWkJxGP3HCUbkFXKEiuHA57_jorE=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


 

 

 

Save the date for our Highlands County Campaign Kick-Off 

on Thursday, September 4 at 5:30 p.m., hosted by Alexis de 

Tocqueville Society member Alan Jay Wildstein! 

 

Hors d'oeuvres, drinks and valet parking provided. 

RSVP 

 

 

 

  

  

Find Help 

 

  

George W. Jenkins End Hunger Initiative 

 

 

 

 

Are you struggling to put food on the table? With 21 

healthy food pantry sites around Polk and Highlands 

counties, UWCF is helping to supply families with boxes of 

frozen meat, fresh produce and dry goods at no cost! 

Find Your Nearest Healthy Food Pantry  

 

Thank you to our Polk County Food Pantry Sponsor, The 

George Jenkins Foundation and our Highlands County Food 

Pantry Sponsor, AdventHealth. 

  

  

 

 

 

211 Get Connected. Get Help. 

 

 

 

 

United Way’s 211 is the most comprehensive source of 

human and social services information in the country. Our 

teams of compassionate, highly trained specialists are 

available 24/7 to connect you with the best services 

available in Polk, Hardee and Highlands counties. 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B4EDJNzFbDtHrXjhQmW03ITEaBI9FOn5jhONmcKQmLFkunkEOAY0-KSyz8296NrA0JYTWzGIUyPCgNoPBxx5yxybXezQZ3WD5edNhP8i6e1CxsSJl6QA0vaZCoyg3AuHB80XEnnrsEw5lNs_VeAN_fMGqq8h--M9oX5D5NQcRbLu1JyWaCdu9ZQ=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B8gjYgJ7o8JKVsegBbfiMrZaYGJ8af0mQMxoOMB8DXsMJWcfIIM7F2G_ivKfAXHfjrH11KXNAlXvBDbf-un5jHdUsnnd8GOShE4rIDa37cxuryRsXwVCYsSGPWhjRhq4qYNxSWWDXtJa&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==


Find Help Now 

 

  

  

 

 

 

MAKE A DONATION 

 

 

LOCAL RESOURCES 

 

 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

Our mission is to inspire our community to give, advocate and volunteer by identifying needs and mobilizing 

vetted resources to create positive, local change. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B2vbbeRwBGtpYrzdxLe3tTZpWODSk2wltQgydog27_Qny8wJ-PYnmnkNqmgcaMjOQXoPkOsiG0UL2zbPiaCq16g2hNysBSbQ6b7H46dnR6qe&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B0t9rxdkj6P1RZCkfV5OCHdbnyMjZGjd4D-JEi8THj6aSgajVtZ4b_XMJxgIZikz8E1MV2wcUwkz5_yPZZJGOh4P3mkjf6GYNcDhvPlH4aJKeqxlVDCzaBbCuwgOnSvhVw==&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B_p3wRYj3hwgenoPqBBjZF2m9UqrAId5N3CUehv_sfXgWaH48n53vd_cwDKG9bONLAb0fgkBD3VdVbaavnE3OVXFH3m9K3ySxQ==&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B38D-52kGpH_6K1J-5jE28yw41iL6cSbqpkquEDpVZZ6e5qld66JrqD71GsviQZ3gCoxRJ1cOT5Jr9cBtiygb-MJn4OfTANOH3vYRJKWOtHVXV48Wb_nKks=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==
https://udco7dcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IrCy8t950b6CVkdXZRzQcAmRI9kkRyfjvXYC9_rxtc03ld_BAnp3B38D-52kGpH_6K1J-5jE28yw41iL6cSbqpkquEDpVZZ6e5qld66JrqD71GsviQZ3gCoxRJ1cOT5Jr9cBtiygb-MJn4OfTANOH3vYRJKWOtHVXV48Wb_nKks=&c=TEBCXHawm-XdRSVfb9M1E8VnLKNYCPjYu99wOhPtvT1CUk6fCXws3w==&ch=rpOL04MOjLKmf2VvklgleMhjZtIHbXS67PSzgBGjvsPuwiYs93DLwQ==

