
 

 

 

  

FLORIDA VOLUNTARY PRE-KINDERGARTEN (VPK) PROGRAM CELEBRATES ITS 20TH 

YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

The importance of early learning is indisputable. Most students who complete 

Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) get important benefits that will pay off in more ways 

than one. Students who complete the program will leave fully prepared for 



kindergarten and later will be more likely to graduate from high school. Our CEO Marc 

Hutek, Ed. D. believes that a year in VPK can change the course of a child’s life. “As 

children develop and progress through their school years, studies continue to indicate 

how critical the early years are,” explained Hutek. 

“More importantly than ever, the interactions children have with others during VPK 

and their ability to enter kindergarten “ready” have lifelong implications. Many 

children who lack necessary skills when entering school may never make them up 

while those who do are often successful in their years ahead. 

 

Today’s children are tomorrow’s adults and now is the time to provide that foundation 

for their future success!” — CEO Marc Hutek Ed.D. 

YESTERDAY’S 2005 VPK GRADS: TODAY’S SUCCESS STORIES 



 

 

 

Zoe Smith, Entrepeneur 

Michael Hardy, Electrician 

Allison Rench, Pursuing Business Degree 



Devon Pearce, Bachelor's in Aerospace Engineering 

 

The ELC of Polk County is proud of all its VPK graduates but here are four from Future 

Care Learning Center owned by Jobe Ream who became very successful. When 

quality early learning begins in a small VPK classroom the sky’s the limit for all the 

wonderful opportunities that can open up to all of its graduates! 

 

Our Instructional Support Manager Ashley Sholtz agrees that valuable learning occurs 

during a child’s year enrolled in a VPK program.  

 

“We can learn a thing or two from our 4-year-olds. They are not afraid to try new 

things. They are adventurous. They are curious. We just have to present them with the 

opportunities to explore and discover.” — Ashley Sholtz, Instructional Support 

Manager 

 

 

 

 



We are proud that Florida was one of the first states in the country to offer free 

prekindergarten for all 4-year-olds regardless of family income when the program 

began in the 2005-2006 school year. Since then, more than 3.1 million children have 

benefited from the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program (VPK). 

 

To enter the program, students need to be 4 years of age and must be a resident of 

the state of Florida. Parents can select from one of several program options available 

in different educational settings from private and public providers and specialized 

instructional services providers. Providers have flexibility to structure daily hours per 

week to meet the required number of instructional hours. 

 

For more information on how you can register your child for this free program, 

visit https://elcpolk.org/families/voluntary-prekindergarten-education-program/ 

 

  

  

 

 

PREVENT DROWNING! PLEASE SHARE THESE SAFETY TIPS! 

 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rRs6w7NfLQQNoFlA1gmuIWVPjdMnyDJhB6lRlRwiHvEvUlCmmEvzPhCMCkW3S_piEhAAIzeAhoBz9hAV3-RZTTqiiy9RslNukHAjDZ3pCLe3kmaG4CCHBrHrUkaXAYA9gEB7jY5VDYp-uXxZv9_kHQ98Pwi7CMbHDEYS3igysWfn&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


 

 

 

  

 

 

 



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT TIP: DANCING AND SINGING TOGETHER HELPS BUILD 

IMPORTANT BRAIN CONNECTIONS IN CHILDREN 

 

 

 

 

Believe it or not, singing and dancing can both foster great cognitive developments. 

Dance and sing with your children. Their brains will actually benefit from it! 

 

For more info click 

here: https://info.childcareaware.org/hubfs/CCAoA_Vroom_Music_and_Dance_INT.p

df 

 

  

 

 

 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmo6Ms83-kHkD4aW_CumNMJfVKK7UZ6h56uG5Kazl5JTcB2ZW4Fh27tc1dulgMljgUNK966Tms3i_kKc3-5Q2OwAN0o94NFHcjBBUBc_-bO7yUkim2BfnCXmJLs1htyAWDdeMwJWaos1h3FbiLhCXFosHVmLN34UF26&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmo6Ms83-kHkD4aW_CumNMJfVKK7UZ6h56uG5Kazl5JTcB2ZW4Fh27tc1dulgMljgUNK966Tms3i_kKc3-5Q2OwAN0o94NFHcjBBUBc_-bO7yUkim2BfnCXmJLs1htyAWDdeMwJWaos1h3FbiLhCXFosHVmLN34UF26&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


POSITIVE PARENTING TIP: HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD TRANSITION SMOOTHLY 

BETWEEN PLACES AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 

With the new school year approaching children need to know how to move and 

transition to new activities, places, and people. In the course of a day there are a 

number of transitions and once the skill is mastered your child will know what to 

expect and follow through with the action required. 

 

For more tips on how to practice these transitions click here: 

https://challengingbehavior.org/dockpack/BackpackConnection_routines_transitions.

pdf 

  

 

 

 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmoijuWiYJwpbFBms_TV_2KKNAt78vKPKmroowhVZEK4dIakoNalQRiMrRK9ZHUS-Uy_dIBl0D78357dvO0drkoEraYg8g-Cyk07JIXEjPcuWyUwKe0E2EYWOn1eX2RYqEHEE1seOveOxq9La1BodfjBq26xYX2Mb07c_D-O_rVX7mkGABbvpV7BA==&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmoijuWiYJwpbFBms_TV_2KKNAt78vKPKmroowhVZEK4dIakoNalQRiMrRK9ZHUS-Uy_dIBl0D78357dvO0drkoEraYg8g-Cyk07JIXEjPcuWyUwKe0E2EYWOn1eX2RYqEHEE1seOveOxq9La1BodfjBq26xYX2Mb07c_D-O_rVX7mkGABbvpV7BA==&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


SCHOOL READINESS TIP: BOOKS THAT WILL PREPARE FOR THE BIG DAY 

 

 

 

There’s an exciting new school year about to begin and preschoolers going into 

kindergarten need to know what to expect. There are a number of great books about 

this important transition that you can read together with your child. 

 

Check out this great list that experts say will help to calm those first day 

jitters! https://www.startearly.org/post/books-for-kindergarteners/ 

 

  

 

 

 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE WITH KINDNESS 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmoGJtZR5ZZzYDHbB_OU5f7o6awiHH3zyixv6XXCfJ1rRpyIoJW92ouMXaWhyHP5FlxLPcIFhU4iHwlX9iyf7WoNwhjFkJ__UtZfSl1P0erILch2CUc0-HMBoZNE5Lakm84oLw6gnEJlrM=&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


Recently we held a special provider appreciation event for our providers at Polk 

Theatre near our Lakeland office. Each preschool teacher received a Kindness 

Connections kit and Highlights Magazine CEO Kent Johnson, and our CEO Marc Hutek 

Ed. D. spoke in relation to the importance of preschoolers learning kindness. It also 

filled a need voiced by Polk County kindergarten teachers when asked what special 

areas of preparation their students needed most. 

 

Topping the list was kindness. To help give you more ideas on how to promote more 

kindness with your children, we will be adding a monthly tip from Highlights Kindness 

Connections in our newsletter. We hope its lessons will build more paths to kindness! 

 

  

 

 

 

KINDNESS CONNECTIONS: BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS 



 

 

With a new school year beginning it’s important to make new friends! Learning how to 

start a conversation with someone and connecting positively builds excellent social 

skills. 

 

Click here for more ideas: https://parents.highlights.com/heres-why-having-friends-

boosts-kids-well-being 

 

  

 

 

 

WANT MORE ELC NEWS? 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmoUOpmCkmnejN6Iywo9NytUuzYv-_UPgGqcKY6sp1LRVTFzz63pxGGgWh06tDWY_P9CAUidHUnHtZVqSnSonoMwh3pEwGLDCuJQZgHAMh-vVjmwNQ67Q4CzVz-syz6C_xiFf1fydyKvP5HfdJxDEky91uB7ZsbO-O5&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rTjFPjzXxEmoUOpmCkmnejN6Iywo9NytUuzYv-_UPgGqcKY6sp1LRVTFzz63pxGGgWh06tDWY_P9CAUidHUnHtZVqSnSonoMwh3pEwGLDCuJQZgHAMh-vVjmwNQ67Q4CzVz-syz6C_xiFf1fydyKvP5HfdJxDEky91uB7ZsbO-O5&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


 

 

 

  

Visit the ELC Newsroom  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Have a photo or story you'd like to share with us? 

 

• Post to our Facebook page 

 

• Direct Message us on Instagram 

 

• Tag us on Twitter using #ELCofPolk 

https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rVlyW7ZgVuGY_E3MsvZD6Kow2qsK28jVZPeJcomrVLOo-VOapqUZHkBxuxhUFMpxHc0R80NaKN1IH2FY1QepJ_VGopVYPmlx-buK4tLLaE7bHBGXlW8UpFs=&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rYWPRs2LE6zkmx2t9JVj-wuT4pXP2vhfijZtXYistgXOveYM3xY7EobUeWzdjQ4DuDXJLF8iF7aadxj2-jIB6WpS8J0PYBYO0CxfOZhulowpB7nrycEBCoM=&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rYWPRs2LE6zkmx2t9JVj-wuT4pXP2vhfijZtXYistgXOveYM3xY7EobUeWzdjQ4DuDXJLF8iF7aadxj2-jIB6WpS8J0PYBYO0CxfOZhulowpqM0CGuc9iYE=&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rR-VSVFHzrm3poFez0iAwvYSYwOTD6Mb-cZcV2k_3ThVlVZllkfuMyjdgLi1ESjmz4p0fxsaK4Mct7qrDsyBO23-PTKUVwpqeUbNCS0MfEXp&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==
https://mdarqolab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dshtEY6SEIMzuvPiUHha3NlYFa5Lw4lY7dPm-3GbgQQH7BqBZzu8rWmNrcZ75KRxfyZszu29ZC6fMDH1ah5HTY3kD8h3RifUYd_hMk7XHJrC_Ml-xVX3qe3N1ISdxjsjwwBpHjrgoDpgeI_QFu0Rg521Rl-5L65NLuJmjF55Lp8=&c=Uj8juEQZbcw4TxUCb5e7huJJhAWnh8HKGwINDVwf67b0mmdDnKMo2w==&ch=FXI7n_XvGocfxs0ze9bYwY7Mrv0D9J4jBaX8tNHJmDmQ7d2hjI9Ibg==


 

• Email pictures to Belinda Kramer 

 

 

 

 

       

 

  
 

 

 

Early Learning Coalition of Polk County | 115 South Missouri Avenue Suite 201 

| Lakeland, FL 33815 US 

    

 

mailto:belindakramer@elcpolk.org

