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Dear CATS- 

 

Have you taken full advantage of our Visit Central Florida Passes? 

As a knowledgeable local, you can take full advantage of all the offers on our 

FREE passes. Sign up and check in to each location, receive discounts, and win 

prizes. 

 



 

 

Apricot Lane 

Boutique was just added 

to the Sunshine Savings 

Pass. Find your next outfit 

at the Downtown Winter 

Haven Boutique. 

 

 

 

Polk City BBQ 

Company is on the Fire 

and Flavor BBQ Trail 

Pass and just so happens 

to be our social media 

team's new favorite spot 

to grab lunch! 

 

 

 

Get one Front Page 

Brewing 

Company pint and get 

another one for free 

on our Adventure on 

Tap pass in Downtown 

Bartow. 

 

Scroll down to download all the Visit Central Florida passes. 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Update 

 

The proposed changes to the Tourist Development Tax (TDT) that were initially 

in HB 7033 were NOT included in the final budget that was sent to the Governor 

earlier this week for his signature. Thank you so much for your letters, calls and 

emails of support. 

  

A new legislative session begins on January 13, 2026 and there have already 

been discussions around TDT reform so it will likely be a focus again next year. 

Be sure to stay in touch with our legislative delegation, especially when they are 



back home in their district(s) to remind them how important the tourism 

industry is to our county’s economy. 

 

 

 

 

  

Have you taken the new CATS Online Course? 

 

This new course will be shorter and easier to 

complete. Everyone who has been certified 

will remain certified; however, we encourage 

EVERYONE to take the new online course. 

  

 

 

Sign up to take the New CATS Online Course!  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Last Month... 

 

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP2DLmv-jpShB9bSkIdgRS0Fgy7UM8z8hnVY9VGlLVrauJSfZY7kwKMb9QQ_o5_sYQVZ130PYDGjkQ2zRGW8rttjaFmNrHVUJg_9zYcgNibwD&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


 

 

 

Last month our Se7en Wetlands Park CATS Exclusive Tour was canceled to due 

to unexpected maintenance. It has been rescheduled for October. 

 

 

 

 

Coming Up... 

 

 

 

 

 



JULY 

Florida Air Museum 

 

AUGUST 

TBA 

 

 

 

 

  

If you would like to come on one of our CATS Exclusive Tours, 

you must be a Certified Ambassador of Tourism and Sports. 

To become an ambassador, you must complete the CATS Online Course. 

Our new online class is up and running! Please sign up! 

 

CATS Exclusive Tour Invitations will be emailed to all Certified Ambassadors of 

Tourism and Sports. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

CATS Shirts are in! 

 

Certified Ambassadors of Tourism & Sports can 

pick up their CATS Shirts at the Welcome 

Center starting March 4th! 

How to pick up your CATS Shirt? 

• First, you must be a Certified 

Ambassador of Tourism and Sports. 

• Second, inform the front desk you are 

here to pick up your CATS Shirt. 

 

 

 



• Third, show our staff your CATS 

Certificate! 

*Shirts are limited sized, and are first come, 

first serve. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Flicks at the Welcome Center 

Fridays, July 11 - 25 | 2PM 

The Welcome Center is hosting movies Friday 

afternoons in July. Brink a blanket or chair and 

enjoy a movie with a free snack. 

• July 11- How To Train Your Dragon 

• July 18- The Super Mario Bros Movie 

• July 25- The Secret Life of Pets 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Puppy Cuddle at the Welcome Center 

July 26 | 10AM – 1PM 

Cuddle a furry friend at the Welcome Center! 

The SPCA will be onsite for a Puppy Cuddle 

Fundraiser and Adoption Event. 

• $5 Donation for 5 minutes of puppy 

cuddling 

• 100% proceeds go to the SPCA 

• Puppies will be available for adoption 

(adoption fees apply) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Bash at the Welcome Center 

August 2 | 9AM-12PM 

The first 500 students will receive a FREE 

backpack (child must be present to receive 

backpack – while supplies last). Vendors will 

be on site giving away additional school 

supplies as well as other kid friendly items 

(while supplies last). Games; Kid-Friendly 

crafts; Free Caricature Artist Drawings  

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Visit Central Florida's Visitor Experience Team and the Welcome Center is 

excited to announce the launch of its official Instagram and Facebook pages! 

Now, visitors and locals alike can stay connected and up-to-date with the latest 

events, attractions, travel tips, and exciting happenings throughout the county. 

By following these social media platforms, you'll get insider information, special 

offers, and a closer look at everything Central Florida and the Visitor Experience 

Team has to offer. Be sure to follow them today to explore the best of Central 

Florida and make the most of your visit! 

 

Follow Visit Central Florida's Visitor Experience Team on Instagram  

 

 

Follow Visit Central Florida's Visitor Experience Team on Facebook  

 

 

PS. CATS have an entire highlight on our @WelcomeCentralFL Instagram page! 

 

  

 

 

 

  

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP4g_mpgIFZ-hWcNhZmeO05EeXJJ0BV8Y-69dzYqTZaCNGBSIvgYkD2oOqvAnzCnyzNKHQJsj1uNBAUaR2AYv1XxkKpnzTo89TO96pmGR-fb1_brYNE_Wr4Ishp9FYw5Q1A==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP4g_mpgIFZ-hMCRYKn4u6-kcZJ5nAuvQYhL6Z2ghLKwQ82qFQXUn1fv3-eyhJdboHIdnAUvCGeycyHsfZd4lT65PZTs3HCKkcrGP3kJmattkjarDeGXoAiccWzPJ3I_tXw==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


 

 

 

 

 

Happy 4th of July! 

 

Happy Independence Day! 

 

Learn more about all the 

Independence Day Celebrations 

in Polk County 

HERE! 

 

Or check out our 'What's 

Happening in Polk County' Flyer. 

 

 

 

Polk County Burger Week 

July 18-27 

Join the excitement as Polk 

County hosts the 2nd Annual 

Burger Week event! From 

classic cheeseburgers to 

inventive gourmet creations, 

local eateries are gearing up to 

showcase their best burger 

offerings. Residents and visitors 

alike can look forward to a 

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP-g7_oghfvab1Z_Xz4JTwTsdKg5Ub3FDY5ET2jRb_qc2K-YD8vMydW6XR3fEv0dC71m8EEk4n_nzJjDtYm_g538ub2CTyhw7hA5UJC5yX-V6Vxo2mc61zGPTuWkI05TXqXjYdaIMghiQJBqBoFs6SSQ4oRejcBckR3TxkZ6PlD-s0Tb8Wo_vNjc=&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


 

Check out our Visitor 

Experience Team and our WOW 

(Welcome on Wheels) at 

Thunder on the Ridge in Haines 

City on the 4th! 

 

week-long celebration of all 

things burger, with each 

restaurant putting its unique 

twist on this beloved American 

dish. Polk County’s Burger Week 

aims to not only tantalize taste 

buds but also to support our up 

and coming vibrant culinary 

scene. With special deals and 

the opportunity to explore new 

flavors, this event is sure to be a 

hit with foodies and burger 

enthusiasts alike. 

Click here to learn more about 

Burger Week! 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our Visit Central Florida Event Page for more fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

Download the 'What's Happening in Polk County' Flyer here.  

 

 

 

 

 

View digital guides from Visit Central Florida  

 

 

  

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP-g7_oghfvabPN9KjtentrDyg6SnJPGmrcneG0QV90k2zv_ySsMtlgtDH2aSWsIuuYo-GAL5uKy-oZtiDgifxFwf4pEV87lwv51Qe_lLQHFDSQMf3MraDvmLcNIyZuDdrufJqspqpfh7yLtAhB_WLMxf5IJGsYqZJA==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP-g7_oghfvabPN9KjtentrDyg6SnJPGmrcneG0QV90k2zv_ySsMtlgtDH2aSWsIuuYo-GAL5uKy-oZtiDgifxFwf4pEV87lwv51Qe_lLQHFDSQMf3MraDvmLcNIyZuDdrufJqspqpfh7yLtAhB_WLMxf5IJGsYqZJA==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP2il40FN7Tg-oOMv9XFGgLMzoFMvvmRrP1bK3RpcAGOOoY8yMhxHkF2qibcqtiIlFb19o3kYaD1yIcFfXY5w3vVrqp071z_sLbxoEOzdrAp9uKm6J-nnpMs=&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGPy_TTdJBxIGrC1BaR-gIEIl76TuupmNmhtgtDUF5WAFmHwPwKUpTqdwWXa0aQmybtr5k0wcFSu216P0kvhZfNnfqp0e7E8Z0J2mfUxI6dE4tmM210PpzBbL8n2fz2tPG-Cd8d8ik9koKpA27twR9ql84TNAF2H_MD5qo-sqnBRsQfyZnAfLNUXQ=&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP2DLmv-jpShBkdfsNUI8p-OiFO55KnXkYKCM05TzoPTmo7EfqKVFBdd_c15ZOifR_6hMtEK2sMNQPmc1a0NuIL2KN5iMB11hFtdJVRqD38hBel6loFzD8AlGFIJ6_CL7cQ==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Avelo Airlines & Lakeland International Airport 

 

Routes include: 

• Grand Rapids, MI 

• Nashville, TN 

• New Haven, CT 

• New York/ Long Island, NY 

• Philadelphia/ Wilmington, DE 

• Rochester, NY 

• San Juan, PR 

 

Learn more about flying out of LAL here. 

 

 

 

 

  

Passes 

 

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGPwXEDiwC-maMaBkVRgSz85Oa1VXZzWyjVulZOk4q4bMuTvPx19ehLRjojmZ60zj7DdWpEC6B78w7yFod24Eq_g1Qv4Yrhwf4lfACV0HlaI-sqaCAGDsaJvvPxWpmwp8nTw==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


Adventure on Tap: Central 

Florida Craft Beer Pass 

What’s better than a cold beer 

on a hot Florida day? Nothing! 

Simply sign up and we’ll text 

and email you the free pass. 

From there, just stop into any 

of the listed vendors and 

check-in on the pass to be 

qualified for prizes. Check-in at 

1 participating business and 

receive a custom Koozie. 

Check-in at 3 breweries and 

receive a custom pint glass. 

Check-in at ALL locations and 

be entered to win a quarterly 

drawing for a $100 gas card! 

  

Get Your Central Florida Beer 

Pass Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine Savings Pass 

The Sunshine Savings Pass will 

provide a unique opportunity 

to stay longer, play harder, eat 

more, and shop till you drop 

while in Polk County, FL. The 

pass showcases exclusive 

discounts and special offers for 

local restaurants, shops, and 

more. Get your Sunshine 

Savings Pass today and 

experience why Central 

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP0yisk7xmB5fHfR3rbUWQwZGNVOH03KbyzbuQaQ7u6JeUTiaX-DJFP09jSD7Nr5jfgQ70Pem7BvPzKtK4_QcC6egU7Ami-3Ol7g3hzIY_ZKNfCxxclavDHG97sMe4yvqnwZ2GNTzJ65u&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP0yisk7xmB5fHfR3rbUWQwZGNVOH03KbyzbuQaQ7u6JeUTiaX-DJFP09jSD7Nr5jfgQ70Pem7BvPzKtK4_QcC6egU7Ami-3Ol7g3hzIY_ZKNfCxxclavDHG97sMe4yvqnwZ2GNTzJ65u&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


Florida’s Polk County is truly 

Florida’s Sweetest Spot.   

 

Get Your Savings Pass Here 

 

Fire & Flavor BBQ Trail Pass 

From mouthwatering 

specialties crafted by 

acclaimed pitmasters to an 

amazing assortment of 

signature sauces and sides, 

your taste of The Real Florida 

Magic is here in Florida’s BBQ 

Capital. And now you can 

enjoy it all – and earn prizes – 

with your free Fire & Flavor 

BBQ Trail Pass! Simply sign up 

and we’ll text and email you 

the pass. From there, just stop 

into any of the listed 

restaurants and check in on 

the pass to earn prizes. 

 

Get the BBQ Trail Pass Here 

 

 

 

 

  

Mural Magic Pass arriving soon! 

 

  

 

 

 

https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGPyiIsF4LVCh102gEM9w9L1E21SMZlollTh3BNqUEVMfczHNQOt9_p2THZ2wKIu4oy7T9zhlLNRs4FoTKwhcqANWT_kdLn9WoAlp_PK5iIyziW002k24c7jm3ZSD2dkooNQ==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==
https://w9ke87ebb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TknWe8II_mtxDwa_UjSdfUVLEfjJfHA4o5IUXXL6jghULfDRQcQGP1tY5XSsNp39theHdm9d6lYeeuLGql-XxfYlMNY4E8h_NRS2iFvks7lc_TBKgcEVUp2iiNfpIdL1bTrWUx_Q-BWMaDt1T3mhooimYmxToE56C9Ih05L9cNWyU4HJxHWN2w==&c=VYGhVuQ4tYauDNZHdAf_EFB7AQ-1hDrppBABaumlJ3wAAXAj-2Dh8A==&ch=9pwI1ClrlrKTjQuPiRYSAHZnM54gdNLUWX9im6VL0MLsKCi2hBDE5g==


  

ANY QUESTIONS? 

 

Email our Education Coordinator  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Thank you, CATS! 

   

 

 

mailto:Savannah@VisitCentralFlorida.org

