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It has been a wonderful start to the term, with many great opportunities for our students already
underway.

Last week, our Grade 6 school captains, Jehtt and Kitsune, proudly represented our school at the
Ararat RSL ANZAC Day Service. They did an outstanding job and represented our school community
with respect and maturity. We also held our own ANZAC service at school, and it was fantastic to see
all students participating so respectfully as we remembered and honoured those who have served our
country.

This term we have begun our House Walkathon, where students will complete laps of the oval across
the term to contribute points to their House. It is a great way to encourage physical activity,
teamwork, and some friendly competition.

Our gymnastics program has also commenced, with students heading to gymnastics each Wednesday.
We are very fortunate to have access to this program, which provides students with fantastic
opportunities to build strength, coordination, and confidence.

STAFFING UPDATE
Finally, we would like to wish Miss Kelsie all the very best as she begins her maternity leave. We hope
this is a special and exciting time for her and her family, and we look forward to hearing her
wonderful news. 

We look forward to another great term ahead.

A WORD FROM LEADERSHIP

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to Jessica Albert who joined the
ANPS team this week. Jess will be stepping into Miss Kelsie’s role while she is on
leave. Jess comes to us with extensive experience and knowledge in Teaching &
Learning, Jess will join our Leadership team supporting our school across a
number of different areas. Welcome, Jess!







This week, our LA 1 students dedicated time to practising with their
scissors - an activity that may look simple, but plays a big role in early
learning. As the children cut along lines, shapes, and patterns, they were
actively strengthening the small muscles in their fingers and hands. These
muscles are essential for developing strong fine motor skills.

Fine motor skills support so many everyday tasks in the classroom. By
practising scissor use, students build the coordination and control they
use for their handwriting, including holding a pencil correctly and forming
letters and numbers with confidence. These early experiences help set the
foundation for clear, comfortable writing as they continue to grow.

The students approached the activity with enthusiasm, concentration, and
a wonderful sense of independence. It was great to see them challenge
themselves, celebrate their progress, and enjoy the process of learning
through hands-on exploration.

Strengthening
Fine Motor Skills
Through Scissor
Practice

Learning Area 1 

Miss Aimee 



Students have been
thoroughly enjoying their
recent gymnastics sessions,
showing enthusiasm and
energy each week.

 Throughout these sessions,
they have been developing
their coordination, balance,
and confidence while
exploring a range of
movements and equipment. It
has been wonderful to see
students encouraging and
supporting one another,
attempting new skills, and
celebrating their progress
along the way. 

Most importantly, the
sessions have been filled with
laughter, enjoyment, and
opportunities to build their
physical abilities in a positive
environment.

Learning Area 2 

Miss Ellen
Gymnastics



Learning Area 3 has been fortunate to welcome Alvina into our
classroom for her final teaching placement before she
graduates mid-year. Alvina brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience to our class, having previously worked in various
roles within education. Her background and expertise have
already made a wonderful impact on our learning this term.

Alvina has been actively supporting students across our
writing, reading, and maths lessons, providing additional
guidance and encouragement as they develop their skills. In
particular, she has done an excellent job explaining
mathematical concepts such as changing place value by using
tangible materials like our MAB blocks. This hands-on
approach has helped students better visualise and understand
how numbers work, building their confidence in maths.

The students have really enjoyed working with Alvina and
benefiting from her support and knowledge in the classroom.
We have loved having the extra set of hands and the additional
ideas she brings to our lessons each day. We look forward to
continuing to learn alongside Alvina over the next few weeks as
she completes her final placement.

Learning Area 3 

Miss Ella
Learning with Alvina



Award Winners

At each assembly, classroom and specialist awards are presented
to acknowledge student achievement and recognise those who

demonstrate our School Values of Resilience, Respect, and
Responsibility. 

Here are this week’s recipients: 



ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS

School Captains Represent Ararat North
Primary School at Ararat ANZAC Service

Students Honour ANZACs at School Service



Important Dates & Events
Lake Bolac Combined Athletics - Thursday 21
May

st

National Walk Safely to School Day - Friday 22
May. Meet at the school crossing at 8:30AM

nd

King’s Birthday Public Holiday - Monday 8  Juneth

Gymnastics Program - Every Wednesday 

End of Term Assembly/Colour Walkathon - Friday
26  June th

We encourage all students to complete their weekly homework and to read regularly at
home with their guardians. This ongoing support helps reinforce classroom learning and
builds confidence and fluency in key skills.

Make sure notifications are turned on in XUNO so you receive all important information
through the app.

Lunch orders are available each Tuesday. Please order via the Qkr! app by Monday prior.

Important Reminders







What: National Walk Safely to School Day

When: Friday 22nd May 2026

Where: Meet at the School Crossing at
8:30am
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