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A WORD FROM LEADERSHIP
A Great Start to the Year!

It has been a fantastic start to the 2026 school year. It has been wonderful to see both familiar and
new faces around the school, including new students and staff joining our community.

Our Foundation students have settled in extremely well and are already showing great confidence
as they begin their school journey. They are very lucky to have both Miss Aimee and Miss Kelsie
supporting them in the classroom this year.

We are also excited to welcome several new staff members to our school:
Aimee Harrison, who has joined our Foundation team, bringing a wealth of knowledge and
experience from early childhood education.
Ellen Pither, who is teaching in the Year 1/2 classroom who is bringing her big city experience to
our rural city. 
Stella Foster-Alexander, who has joined our Educational Support team and has been working
predominantly with Learning Area 2.
Taylah Jamieson, joining our Wellbeing team, Taylah has many years of experience supporting
young people in the Ararat area. Taylah is a kind, compassionate and highly knowledgable addition
to our team. 
We feel incredibly fortunate to have such wonderful new additions to our staff, and we look forward
to the positive impact they will have across the school.

On Monday our Curriculum Day, staff attended professional development in Melbourne, focusing on
UFLI, a research-based, systematic phonics program. This training reinforced consistent teaching of
foundational reading and spelling skills across the school.

Thank you to everyone for such a positive and successful beginning to 2026. We are looking forward
to another great year ahead!



Miss Kelsie and Miss Aimee have warmly welcomed 16 enthusiastic
Foundation students into Learning Area 1 this year. The first few weeks
have focused on helping everyone settle into the routines of school, and
students are already adapting with growing confidence.

They have been learning how to sit on the mat and at their desks like
respectful learners, demonstrating excellent listening skills and
increasing independence each day.

Toward the end of last week, the class began exploring their first sounds,
practising how to recognise them and say them aloud. It has been a
wonderful start to the year, and LA 1 is already buzzing with excitement
for all the learning still to come.

A Buzzing Start to the
Year in LA 1

Learning Area 1 

Miss Aimee & Miss
Kelsie



Learning Area 2 

Miss Ellen

In LA 2 we have been focusing on building strong classroom
expectations and routines that help everyone feel safe, calm, and
ready to learn. We have spent some time practising these routines and
talking about what our expectations look like in action - listening
respectfully, following directions, and taking responsibility for our
learning. By consistently practising these expectations and routines,
we are creating a positive learning environment where every student
can grow and succeed.

A great start 
to the school year!



Learning Area 3 

Miss Ella

Our Grade 1–6 students were lucky enough to take part in the
Kinect2Dance incursion last week. Students spent the final hour
of the day learning new dance moves, practising routines, and
putting everything together in a fun and energetic session.

There were plenty of smiles, laughter, and some very impressive
dance moves on display. It was wonderful to see students
enjoying themselves while being active and trying something
new.

The teachers found it hard to choose the most valuable dancers,
but Learning Area 3 took home two winners - well done, Kitsune
and Bohdi!

Thank you to Kyle from Kinect2Dance for the free dance session! 

Kinect2Dance: Fun, Fitness, and Fantastic
Moves!



What a fantastic start to the year we’ve had in
the Auslan and Performing Arts space at Ararat
North Primary School!

Our newest students in Foundation have been
busy learning the names of Australian animals
in Auslan. Learning Area 2 students have been
revisiting common phrases such as please,
thank you, excuse me, and please repeat, while
Learning Area 3 students have been refreshing
their skills on telling the time in Auslan.

In Performing Arts, we’ve been eagerly awaiting
the arrival of our circus equipment. While we
waited, students have been practising juggling.
Although no one is quite juggling three balls
yet, many have successfully mastered juggling
two balls correctly.

Here’s a fun challenge: try juggling with your
child at home! Two pairs of socks bundled
together make perfect, low-cost juggling balls.
Your child can show you how to juggle one ball
—and even the tricky two-ball pattern, which
most people get wrong at first. Be careful—you
might get shown up! 😊

All in all, it’s been a fun and exciting start to the
year, and I look forward to seeing all the
amazing learning and laughter ahead in Auslan
and Performing Arts.

Auslan and
Performing Arts

Mrs Silva

A Fun Start to the Year in Auslan
and Performing Arts!



This week, students have started training for our annual Lake Bolac Athletics
Carnival, which will be held on Wednesday, 1st April 2026. Families are
warmly invited to attend!
Learning Area 3 have begun with High Jump, practising the “Scissor Kick”
technique and learning about the run-up and proper execution.
Over the coming weeks, students will continue to develop their skills across
all athletics events, including sprinting, discus, shot put, relays, and long-
distance running. Further information about the carnival will be sent to
families later this term.

Physical
Education

Mr Johnson

Lake Bolac Athletics Carnival Training



Our Learning Area 3 students interviewed our new staff members to
get to know them a little better. It was a fantastic opportunity to build
connections and welcome them into our school community.

Welcome New Staff

Miss Aimee shared that what she
loves most about school is helping
people learn. So far, her favourite
thing about Ararat North Primary
School has been how welcoming
everyone has been.

Outside of school, Miss Aimee
enjoys staying active through
running, as well as playing tennis
and netball. Her favourite food is
pasta, and she proudly barracks for
St Kilda.

We are so happy to have Miss
Aimee as part of our school
community!

Miss Ellen shared that her favourite part
of Ararat North Primary School so far has
been getting to know everyone and
becoming part of our welcoming
community.

Outside of school, she enjoys reading and
playing sports. Her favourite food is
pasta, and she proudly barracks for
Geelong.

We are excited to have Miss Ellen joining
our school!

Stella shared that she loves everything about
school, and her favourite part of Ararat
North Primary School so far has been
getting to know the students in Learning
Area 2.

Outside of school, Stella enjoys playing
netball. Her favourite food is steak and
chips, and she proudly barracks for
Richmond.

Welcome to the team, Stella!

Taylah has appreciated how
welcoming everyone at Ararat North
Primary School has been. She feels a
real sense of community and is
enjoying being part of a small school
environment. 

Outside of school, Taylah enjoys
reading and spending time with her
family, her favorite food is hot chips. 

Taylah is proud to say she is a loyal
Carlton supporter!

We are very excited to have Taylah as
past of our team!



At each assembly, classroom and specialist awards are presented
to acknowledge student achievement and recognise those who
demonstrate our School Values of Resilience, Respect, and
Responsibility.

Here are this week’s recipients: 

AWARDS

2026 SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Our 2026 School Captains were proudly presented with their
badges at our first assembly and have been wearing them
with pride ever since.



Important Date or Events

Labour Day Public Holiday  - Monday 9
March (school closed)

th

NAPLAN - Tuesday 10  - Friday 13  Marchth th

 
Camp Monday 16  - Friday 20  March th th

3 Way Conversations - Friday 27  Marchth

Lake Bolac Athletics Day - Wednesday  1
April 

st

End of Term Assembly/House Tabloid
Sports - Thursday 2  of April nd

If your child is in Grades 3–6, don’t forget to register them for camp
at Cottage by the Sea.

A friendly reminder to drop your child at the gate in the morning,
allowing them to build independence and resilience by walking to
Breakfast Club on their own.

If you haven’t already, follow Ararat North Primary School on
Facebook to stay up to date with the latest news.

Make sure notifications are turned on in Xuno so you receive all
important information through the app.

Important Reminders













Join the Mates Program!
Mates is a fantastic program for school-aged children. It is a proactive,

school-based initiative designed to foster social inclusion, reduce bullying,
and build friendships among students.

The program uses a variety of engaging approaches, including peer
mentoring, social skills sessions, and wellbeing ambassadors, to support

students in developing confidence, kindness, and teamwork.

Come and join us to be part of this positive and supportive community!






