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Catho]ic Marriagc

Marriage in the Church is a sacred event— a sign of (God’s active
love within the Catholic community. This love is made visible in the
Sacrament of Matrimony: a man and woman promising to be faithful
to cach other through life as husband and wife. T he expression of

this mutual love is a source opjog to the entire (Catholic community.

St. Bernarc{’s Faris}‘x looks forward to cclebrating your love on the
c]ag oijour wedding. |n orderto promote the sanctitg and dignitg of
your marriage, we offer you this booklet of gui&clincs and
suggestions. |t Provides details which will facilitate the organization

oFgour wedc{ing Plans.

Mag you find truejog as husband and wife on your wed&ing day and
all the dags ofgour life.

Rev. David Dutra

Fa stor



The FrcParation Frocess

The Diocese requires this first contact to be a minimum of nine months before the
wc&&ing. (Jtis the Po]icg of the Diocese of Stockton that there be nine months of
Preparation for marriage before the wcdding date in accordance with the

comPrehensive Plan of the Dioccse).

Your meetings with the Deacon / Dclcgatc —

They will:

a. Have an introductor9 mccting

b. Have you comp!ete a Pre~marital qucstionnaire FOCCUS Test) and go over it
HelP you comPlete a Pre~marital declaration of intention & freedom. (]:orm A)

o o

. Ask you to invite Parents or someone who has known you your whole life to

swear to Houmcrccdom to marry and unclerstanc{ing of the rcsponsibilitics of

marriage. (Form E)

You are resPonsiblc for the {:ollowing:
o Complete a natural Fami]g P]arming (NTP) class Visit h’ctps://

stockton&iocese.org/natural~1cami]5~l:>larming to learn the instructors and

methods available.

On-line Marriage Freparation (lass Paic] by Coupie the link is:

www.cat}'xolicmarriageprep.com

$250 fee for Marriage prep Paperwork»—this fee is waived for wcclclings that
take Place at St. Bemarc{’s

(Contact the Wec;ding (Coordinator. (9 months prior to wedding)

Meet with Director of Music. @ months prior to wedding)

Contact the Director of Liturgg on décor (2 months prior to wedding)
Make an appointmcnt with the Presiding Priest/clcacon one month before

Weclcling date



Ncccssarg Documcnts

o Baptismal (Certificate - a (ertificate of Baptism must be submitted for each
baptized party. For Catholics, the Certificate must be dated within the past six

months.

o [Tirst Communion and Comcirmation Cer’chcicatcs ~ Though not requirect itis

recommended that each (Catholic submit the date and Place where these

Sacraments were received.

. l]cgou were married bcpore, you will also need a copy of the Dec!aration of the
Armu]men’c ora copy oxcgourxcormer sPouse’s Death Certhcicate. (The Friest/
Deacon will inform you of the documents you will neecl.) chding date will be

discussed upon rccciPt of documentation.

« A civil marriage license must be submitted to the Farish Ogice one month Prior

to your wcdding date. (Flease include the cnvclopc that comes with it.)

o Certhcicatc sl’mowing Natural Family F]anning (NFF) course has been complctcc{

per Diocesan rcquircmcnts 2 months before. Scc the enclosed brochure.

o An9 cler59 from outside our Diocese must have a | _etter of (Good stancliﬂg from
their Bishop or Reiigious SUPeriora minimum of 1 month before the wec]c}ing.

Wedding [ees

|n order to reserve the church )Coryour wedding, you need a down payment of $250
minimum and full balance due two months Prior to the wedding f:ailure to do so will
be regarc{ec{ as cancellation omcyour wcdcling. The $250 will be kept in the event of a
cancellation or marriage at another church to cover the expenses of the Marriage

PFCP Paperwork.
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Flanning Your Marriagc Cercmony

A Catholic Marriage is norma”g celebrated with a Nuptial Mass. However, when
one party is not Roman (Catholic, it is often Pr@ccrab]e to have the Marriage Kite
celebrated as a part of the Liturgg of the Word. The Deacon will discuss these
oPtions with you and encourage you to make choices which will Personalize your

Ceremong.
Sacrament of Rcconciliation

As Part of the Preparation for your marriage, we encourage Catho]ic coup]cs to
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation Prior to their weéding, according to the
schedule for confessions at their Farish orwhen theg meet with their Presicling Priest

tlﬂeg can confess with him.

T imes for chlcling Liturgics:

Wecléings are held at 1 1:30 am and 1:3%0 pm.
Flease be on-time. Your wcddiﬂg will be changed as stated below if you are late:

10 minutes late: Change& to a Liturgg of the Word
20 minutes late: Simple Vows
40 minutes late: (Cancelled due to tardiness

We understand that it is our rcsPonsibility to follow the guidclincs and timelines set
forth in the St. Bernard’s Sacrament of Matn’mong handbook.

Name: Date:

Name: Date:

@



lmPortant C[‘uurch Frotocol:

F]ease inform all Participants that the Church is a Place of worship and reverence. ]n
order to kecp an environment of worsl‘xip P]easc dress modestly (no midriff showing,
no low cut back orfront) . Church regu]ations do not allow smol(ing or gum chcwing

anﬂwhcre inside the church.

No rehearsal or marriage ceremony will be conducted if any member of

the wcdding Partg is under the influence of alcohol or drugs

(including, marﬁuana).

Weclc]ing (oordinator

The services of a Weclcling (oordinator are required }33 St bernarcl’s Farish.
Tlﬂey should be contacted immediatelg after your meeting with the Deacon. Thcg
direct the rehcarsal; they will also l’lelp coordinate the wcc{cling party, ushcrs,
Presider, and musicians so that the ceremony starts on time. The Weclcling
Coordinator makes decisions and spcaks with the autlﬂoritﬂ of the Presider. Ang
questions rcgarcling your ceremony may be addressed to the Weclcling Coorc{inator
any time Prior to the wcclcling. If weclcling party is over 12 individuals than a second
coordinator is needed for an additional fee of $150.

Rehearsal

T he rehearsal will begin at the time scheduled. Depending on avai]abilitg the
rehearsal times are Thursclab\s at 7Pm, }:ricfags at 6:30 pm& 7:30 pm. Evergone is
to arrive fifteen minutes Prior to the scheduled time. Tl’le bride and groom are asked
to urge all members of the wcc{ding Partg to be as PromPt for the rehearsal as for the

wcdding. Thisis necessary because of other scheduled activities.

©)



Music Director

More than any other sing]e elemen’c, music has the power to unite the asscmbly.
Pecause the Liturgy has a meaning of its own over and above the Marriage Kite
which takes Place within it, the music used at wcddings must be consistent with the
sacred nature of the ceremony. ]t’s focus is related to the Church’s })lessing of the
marriage and the couP!e’s vows made before C]ocl‘ No matter how meaningfu]

certain music may be to the bride and groom, the guiding rule is: secular songs are

not Pcrmittcd during the Liturgy but should be used when most appropriate -

at your recePtiorL

Al l music and musicians must be approved by the Music Director two months in

advance NO EXCFFTIONS!

Contact the Director of Music as soon as you learn oFgour wedcling date to make
an aPPointmcnt for an initial meeting. Tl’]crc is a large selection of music from which

to choose. We have a beautiful organ with added orchestral sampling, and a

qualhciecl organist. The Director of Music will discuss with you the various vocalis’cs,
musicians and ensembles to hclp make your wcdding beautiful and memorable. No

outside musicians are allowed unless cleared with Director of Music.

Mariachis are not allowed for the wedding ceremony; Please save them for your

reccPtion.



Flowers, Decorations and Assortec] Decor

We have a beautiful church and sanctuary. ]n keePing with this conviction, the Church
has caremcuny dcve]opec{ this Policg to guic{e you and 3our1qorist in making P]ans forthe
wec{cling. We ask that you contact the Director of Liturgg for your clecorating

ques’cions.
Your full cooPcration is cxPcctcd rcgarc]ing the Foﬂowing rcgulations (ro cxccptions):

No décor orFumishings are to be moved for the weclcling, soitis imPor‘tarxt that you
know ahead of time what the season is and what colors are used in the church decor!

Chris’cmas Season (until mid~Januarg> White and Red
Easter Season (7 weeks after Easter) \/\/hite and Gold
Fcntecos’c Gast Sundag of E_aster Season> ch

]:a” Scasona] colors

Ordinarg Time (exccpt major Solemnities ) (Green

i. No fresh or artificial flower Petais may be strewn in the aisles. éislc

runners or arches are no longer permitted due to liabi]itq reasons.

2. No alterations of the Physica] appearance of the church which would
detract from the altar. (c.g. candle stands down the ais!e, candé]abras, CtC.)

3. No tacks, Pins, nails, gluc or tape shall be used to fasten any decorations to the
furniture of the building. On]g largc rubber bands, ribbon, pew clips or Pipc stem
cleaners may be used to fasten bows. No candles orvases with water are allowed

on the pews.

4. I:]orist may setup a half hour before the weclcling and are resPonsib]c to remove
decorations after ceremony. A” flower arrangements must be Pre~macle and not
arranged at the church!!

A maximum of two stancling floral arrangements may be P!aced in the front of the nave
of the (Church/sanctuary steps in the designated places (no exceptions).

ln keeping with the Peﬂitential sPirit of the season, marriages are not held dur‘iﬂz the

six weeks of | ent or four weeks of Advent.




Fhotographg and Videographg

The Church remains a Place of worship bepore, during and after the weclcling.
Respechcul conduct must be observed at all times. Wc a“owJ to a certain extent, the

use of cameras, movie cameras and video taping, but, onlq in as much as theq do not

interfere in the liturgy or become a distraction to the people.

Studio cquipment, such as screens, artificial !ighting, elaborate video and sound
equiPmcnt are not Pcrmittcd inany area of the church bui]ding.

A video camerais Pcrmittcd, Proviclccl it does not distract from the Pragcmcu]

atmosplﬂcre of the celebration.

The cameras must be set or held in P]acc without benefit of artificial lights.
Fhotographcrs are not allowed in the sanctuary or side altars i.e. baptismal font or
cantor area for any reason (i}cyou goupa s’ceP you should not be tlﬁere), nor should
tlﬂcg roam around inside the church, csPcciaug up and down the center aisle. Once

the wcc{ding Procession has startcd, Photographcrs are not pcrmittcd to stop the

Eroccssion to take Pictures. No flash Photographg is allowed c{uring the ceremony.

No standing on pews or in the side altars to take any Pictures.

T he maximum amount of time allotted for taking Pictures after the ceremony is 20

minutes. [Jowever, this time may be less depenc}ing on the ]eng’ch of the ceremony

and the time the weclc{ing actua”y }Degins. Requesting only the Marriage Rite in

order to have more time for pictures will not be permitted. |n this case 20 minutes is

also the maximum.




Your F]’lotograplﬁer/\/iclcograplner must sign the “Fl—motograpl'ler/\/ic}eograPher
Agreement Form”. Tl’]is T orm must be given to the \/\/eclcling Coorclinator (Z
months before the wcdding> in orderfor your Flﬂotographer/\/ideographer to be
allowed to take Pictures in the church the day oFgour wedding

[t is the responsibility of the bride, groom and their families to review

these instructions with the florist, photographer and videographer in

making Plans for the we&ding so that there will be no misunclerstanclings or deviation
from these established rules and Policies. The Weclcling (oordinator will be

available to answer ang qUCStiOﬂS yOU mag 1’18V€.

Fleasc Note:

Rice, confetti, pctals and birdseed are not allowed to be thrown inside or outside of
the church!

Bubbles are allowed O( JTSIDE_ ONI y !

BRIDES AND BRIDESMAIDSNEED TO COME DRESSED
lN THEIR GOWNS We do not have a changing room!!



Timeline for Sacrament of Matrimong

Minimum 9 Months FPrior to chlc!ing:
et meeting wit eacon to begin the process of your wedding.
5 g with D begin the p fy dding
Schedule wed&ing dates and times.
Contact and meet with Weddin Coorclinator.
_ S
Fa the Wedding deposit fee orthe $250 fee for Marriage
—lay S aep S
Prcparation Paperwork for weddings that do not take P]acc
at St. Bemarc{’s
Contac’c the Director of Music to schedule aPPointment
T ake on-line Marriage Freparation (lass Paid }33 the couple the

link is: www.catholicmarriageprep.com

2 Months Prior to chding:
____Mcot with Director of Music.
_Meet with We&&ing Coordinator to select reaclings, etc...
_Fag the balance to the church (if there is a balance to Pag)
____Contact Liturgy Director hcgou are bringing flower arrangements
_FhotograPher‘/\/i&eographer Agrecment
o Complete a natural Familg P]armirxg (NTD) class Visit h’ctps://

5tocktonc}ioccsc.org/natura!—]cami]g—P!anning to learn the instructors and

methods available.

1 Month Frior to chding:
_____bring to Farish Ogice to the attention: Wec{c{ing Coorclinator
your Marriage | icense.
_Make aPPointment with the Friest/Deacon Presiding for
your wodding.

Rchcarsal Night:
September 2024



