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Mg poor, innocent, trusting boy from the machinations of
any otfemgirl, there are #0 lengths to which'T would not go.
GWENDOLINE, Fregy the moment I saw<you I distrusted you.
I felt that you wetes false ar;d'-‘c'ﬂaceitful. I am never de-
ceived in such matters. Mysfist impressions of people are
invariably right. e
CECILY [moving.CT. It seems to me, Miss=Fajrfax, that I am

trespassing on your valuable time. No doubt yotrhaye many

_gtler calls imilar character to make in the neighBor-
Aﬁd. [C aW-mzd resumes drink-
ing tea.]

‘GWENDOLINE [seeing him}]. Ernest! My own Erpest!

JACK [advancing and meeting ber at C}. Gwendoline, darling!
[Offers to kiss her.}

GWENDOLINE [drawing back}]. A moment! May I ask if you
are engaged to be married to this young lady? [Poinss to
CECILY. ]

JACK [laughing]. To dear little Cecily! Of course not! What
could have put such an idea inta your pretty little head?
GWENDOLINE. Thank you, You may! [Offers her cheek, and

bhe kisses her.]

CECILY [very sweetly, as she continues to sip tea}. 1 knew
there must be some misunderstanding, Miss Fairfax. The
gentleman whose arm is at present 'round your waist is my
dear guardian, Mr. John Worthing.

GWENDOLINE [drawing back}, I beg your pardon.

CECILY [pointing to bhim with ber teacup.] This is Uncle
Jack.

GWENDOLINE { backing U L C]. Jack! Oh!

[ALGY enters L.]

CECILY [rising, pointing]. Here is Ernest! '
ALGY [moving directly to CECILY, n0t seeing GWENDOLINE].
My own love! [Offers to kiss ber.}
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cvciy [drawing back]. A moment! Ernest, may I ask if you
are you engaged to be married to this young lady?

avGy [looking aroand]. To what young lady? [GWENDOLINE
comes down to L C.} Gwendoline! [Laughs.] Of course
not! What could bave put such an idea into your pretty
little head?

ciciy. Thanks you! [Presents ber cheek to be kissed.] You
may. [ALGY kisses ber.]

(WIUNDOLINE {crossing C as JACK counter-crosses L C}. 1 felt
there was some slight error, Miss Cardew. [Slight note of
triumph.} The gentleman who is now embracing you is my
cousin, Mr, Algernon Moncrieff,

Cueiny [ breaking away from ALGY}. Algernon Moncrieff? Oh!
|To ALGY, with faint hint of horror.} Are you called
Algernon?

ALaY [shruggingl. I cannot deny it!

crainy, Oh! [Crosses to GWENDOLINE. They put their arms
dround each other's waists as if for protection.)

(WINDOLINE [fo JACK]. Is your name really John?

INCK. [ standing rather proudly}. I could deny it if I liked—
I could deny anything if I liked. But my name certainly is
John, It has been John for years.

(reny [fo GWENDOLINE]. A gross deception has been prac-
ticed on both of us.

UWINDOLINE [clinging to her]. My poor, wounded Cecily!

Lrainy, My sweet, wronged Gwendoline!

UWINDOLINE [slowly and seriously]. You will call me sister,
will you not? [They embrace. JACK and ALGY groan and
JIACK paces U L, ALGY U R.]

CReny [rather brightly]. There is just one question I would
like to be allowed to ask my guardian. [JACK comes L c,
ALay 1 e} ;

UWINDOLINE, An admirable idea! [To jack.] Mr. Worthing,
there is just one question I would like to be permitted to
put to you. Where is your brother Ernest? We are both
eopuged to be married to your brother Ernest, so it is a
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matter of some importance to us to know where your brother
Ernest is at present.

JACK [slowly and besitatingly]. Gwendoline—Cecily. It is
very pamful for me to be forced to speak the truth. [ALGY
sinks in chair left of table R .} It is the first time in my
life that T have ever been reduced to such a painful position,
and I am really quite inexperienced in doing anything of
the kind. However, I will tell you quite frankly that I have
no brother Ernest. I have no brother at all. I never had a
brother in my life. And I certainly have not the smallest
intention of ever having one in the future.

CECILY [surprised}. No brother at all?

JACK [cheerily]. None!

GWENDOLINE [severely, approaching him]. Have you never
had a brother of any kind?

JACK [pleasantly]. Never. Not even of any kind. [Turns and
sits comfortably at L C, greatly relieved.]

GWENDOLINE [crossing back 1o ceciLy]. I am afraid it is quite
clear, Cecily, that neither of us is engaged to be married to
anyone.

CECILY. It is not a vety pleasant position for a young girl to
suddenly fird herself in, is it?

GWENDOLINE, Let us go into the house, {Takes CECILY'S arm
and starts R.] They will hardly venture to come after us
there.

ceciLy, No, men are so cowardly, aten’t they? [She and
GWENDOLINE pause and look sorrowfully at JACK and
ALGY. CECILY suddenly breaks into tears, as does GWENDO-
LINE, and both run out R. JACK rises and crosses to ALGY.}

JACK, This ghastly state of things is what you call Bunbury-
ing, I suppose. [Gives him a kick, which ALGY returns
spitefully.}

ALGY. Yes, and a perfectly wonderful Bunbury it is. The most
wonderful Bunbury I have ever had in rny hfe

sigess is that your fnepd ~Bun—
o't be ¢ able“f0 run down to

y
&
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the country quite so often as you used to do, Algy And a

Wgry good thing, too. [Sits on settee.} 4

\Your brother is a little off color, isn’t heg dear Jack?

Won't be able to disappear to Londonfquxte so fre-

b /%8s your wicked custom was. And not a bad thing,

etther, %

JACK, As for %our conduct toward Miss Cardew I must say
that your takirig in a sweet, simple, innocent girl like that
i quite inexcus? ,{ e. To say nothmg of the fact that she is
my ward.

ALGY | picking up a % from plate on table, buttering it}.
I can see no possible’ ‘wiefense atall for your deceiving a
beilliant, clever, thoroughly experienced young lady like
Miss Fairfax, [Crosses and efches on right arm of settee,
cating muffin.} To say noth é of the fact that she is my

COHVIN.

jacic, I wanted to be engaged tc;%—Gwendolme that is all. I

love her,

aten, Well, T simply wanted to be engiéed to Cecily. I adore

'H‘l 2y

1A, ‘There is certamly no chance of y&ur marrymg Miss
{ «n‘r ‘W.

sten, 1 don't think there is much likelihood, ]‘agk of you and
Miss Fairfax being united.

JACK | /lr//d///y} sHow you can sit there calmly ea?@g muffins,
when we are m this horrible trouble, I can’t maké’,gut You

sem to me o be perfectly heartless.

ALY Well, /T can't eat muffins in an agitated manne?« The
buitter w;mld probably get on my cuffs. One should aﬁvays
it muflins quite calmly. It is the only way to eat them

IACK ([ riting, moving R C, sitting right of table}. 1 say it
peclgtly he xrllcss—your cating muffins at all under the:

cligistances. [Starts to pour /mmelf cup of tea.] "-57
ALY When I am in trouble, eating is the only thing that
‘;nn wles me. Indeed, when I am really in great trouble, as

foyone who knows me intimately will tell you, I refuse
" everything except food and drink. At the present moment I



