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QUEER NOTTINGHAM  
BOOK 2 NOW OUT 

The new book is published by Nottingham’s own Five Leaves 
Bookshop at £12.  Why bother with Amazon, where it’s  ….. 
£12. Pop in to 14a, Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH or go to 

 

https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/ 



COMING UP MARCH/APRIL 

KINKY BOOTS returns to Curve from Tue 3 to 
Sat 7 March, 60 Rutland Street, Leicester, LE1 

Miriam Margolyes' Full English LIVE 
 

Britain's most outspoken national treasure is back on 
the road—and she's not holding back. Expect memo-
ries & mammaries, Arsenal & arseholes, politics, filth, 
and absolutely everything in between. 
 

In her new book, Miriam's Full English, she turns her 
documentary-maker's eye on her own backyard. It 
starts with the title. The joy of a Full English is the 
wildly different things piled together on one plate to 
make something delicious.  
 

That's Britain's secret too, not shutting things out, but 
welcoming more in. There will be heroes and villains, 
belly laughs and sharp insights, outrageous surprises 
and of course, lashings of… sauce. 
 

Join her in conversation for stories from the new 
book, naughty confessions, and a no-holds-barred 
Q&A where no question is off-limits. Book now - at 
nearly 85, as Miriam puts it, "this old dyke can only go 
on so long."    Wed 16th Sept.  Royal Concert Hall. 
 

Yes, it’s on in September, but many tickets have al-
ready gone. 

 

Tue April 28th 
 

To Sat May 2nd 
 

Royal Concert Hall 



Singing Proud, Nottingham’s LGBTQ+ choir, 
makes its debut at Nottingham Arts Theatre, 
George Street,  with a vibrant mix of musicals, pop 
classics, protest songs, and pieces resonating with 
the LGBTQ+ community. 
  
Highlights include repertoire for Various Voices in 
Brussels 2026, featuring a specially commissioned 
work created with Midlands singer-songwriter Katy
-Rose Bennett. 
  
Proceeds from ticket sales and donations will sup-
port LGBT asylum initiatives  Wed. April 29th 
7.30pm. bookings@artstheatre.org.uk  

 

Dates for 
2026 

 

MAR. 22nd 
APRIL 26th 

Queerish's 2nd Birthday celebration is going to be an 
all out rave!! We have an amazing line up, using art-
ists who have helped us over the past year and some 
new ones in there for you  
 

March 7th, 10.30pm-3am at Billy Bootleggers Up-
stairs    For tickets, search Queerish on  
 

https://www.outsavvy.com/ 



The information on Notts Rainbow Review is often 
constrained by its bimonthly deadlines.  If you want 
something that gives an update on what is happen-
ing week by week, go to the weekly meetup guide 
on Notts Queer Calendar 
 
search for Notts Queer Calendar on Instagram. 

This is a social night built on connection, not cliques. 
Whether you’re new, returning, coming with friends or 
on your own, Transcendence is about shared pres-
ence, safety, and joy — a space where trans people 
can exist without explanation or expectation. 
 

There’s no pressure to stay all night, no set way to 
show up, and no single idea of what “trans” looks like. 
Just community, visibility, and a city that feels a little 
more like ours, once a month.  



Throughout LGBTQ+ history, suburbia has been 
seen as somewhere to escape from: a place where 
heterosexuality rules; where difference will not be 
tolerated; where you’ll never find a soulmate. But for 
many, those streets of twitching curtains and pebble
-dashed semis were – or still are – a place to call 
home. 

From Addlestone to Wilmslow, Tales of the Suburbs 
explores the relatively untold twentieth-century tale 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and queer people in 
suburbia.  
 
Through remarkable archive material and original 
interviews, social historian John Grindrod reveals 
stories that are messy and moving, dark and funny, 
uplifting and extraordinary. Together, they reclaim 
suburbia as a space for all – or those that want it – 
where counter-cultural expression thrives despite 
the Neighbourhood Watch, and queer love and 
friendship bloom against the odds. 
 

Tuesday, 31st March, 2026     7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
Five Leaves Bookshop 

14a Long Row, Nottingham, NG12DH  
Book at https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/event 

AT FIVE LEAVES BOOKSHOP VOLUNTEER FOR THE NETWORK 

 A YOUTUBE FREEBIE 

This Academy Award nominated film starring Miriam 
Margolyes, is now free to view on Youtube - just 
search “Friend of Dorothy” on Youtube. 



The "DIGITAL REALMS" Exhibit will be the Thir-
teenth Showcase from Niche Artefact. Diving deep 
into the themes of technology and the future, the 
show is located at Revolution de Cuba, Alexandra 
House 26-28 Market  St Nottingham. 
 

This unique glamorous art event with a full live main 
stage show will begin at 7PM on Sunday 22nd March 
2026.  
 

For tickets search “Digital Realms” on  
https://www.gigantic.com 

ANDY WARHOL: POP ICON 

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) was an American Pop 
artist who reimagined what art could be at a time of 
great social, political and technological change.  
 

This survey of works from across his career includes 
early drawings, painted screenprints and photo-
graphic series featuring Warhol’s collaborations with 
artists, friends, filmmakers and celebrities. Images of 
Marilyn Monroe, Liz Taylor, and Warhol himself fea-
ture alongside icons of American consumerism, as 
well as symbols of the artist’s fascination with mor-
tality. 
 

At the Djanogly Gallery Lakeside Arts until April 26th.  
£6 book at https://www.lakesidearts.org.uk 



A dedicatedly queer poetry event for anyone who 
has ever been made to feel Nott Queer Enough. 
7pm for signups with poetry starting at 7:30   A new 
host every month! 



RAINBOW QUARTER LAUNCH 

The Rainbow Quarter planning team has released 
the following information: 
 

The Rainbow Quarter will be launched on May 6th 
and will cover Broad Street, Heathcoat Street (and 
the street connecting these) as well as the ends of 
Carlton Street and Goose Gate. 

The Rainbow Quarter aims to achieve several key 
goals: 
 

 Enhance Safety and Security: Provide a visi-
ble and well-maintained space where 
LGBTQ+ individuals feel safe from harass-
ment and discrimination. 

 Foster Community Building: Create opportuni-
ties for LGBTQ+ people to connect, socialize, 
and build supportive networks. 

 Promote Economic Growth: Support LGBTQ+
-owned/ queer friendly businesses and attract 
visitors to the area, boosting the local econo-
my. 

 Increase Visibility and Awareness: Raise 
awareness of LGBTQ+ issues and promote 
understanding and acceptance within the wid-
er community. 

 Support Cultural Enrichment: Host events, 
festivals, and activities that celebrate 
LGBTQ+ culture and history 

 

Alongside our initial launch event on Wednesday 
6th May, we are working with community groups 
and organisers both local and nationally to plan a 
suite of events for the Rainbow Quarter. Whether 
that’s summer street parties or touring art exhibits; 
we envision this leading to a whole host of benefits 
for businesses situated within the RQ!  

NOTTS PRIDE’S COMMUNITY HUB 

Notts Pride has secured some premises which can 
be used as a community hub and be booked free of 
charge.  
 
Some suggestions for its use are set out below and 
if you want to hire these facilities, simply fill out the 
booking form which is accessed through the QR 
code below. 



TEE SHIRT SCREEN PRINTING 

Screening Printing tee-shirts  
for Trans Day of Visibility  

 

Wednesday, Mar 25th from 7 pm to 9 pm  
At  the Carousel 25 Hockley Nottingham NG1 1FH 

For tickets, search “screen printing” on 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk 

Screening Printing tee-shirts  
for Lesbian Day of Visibility  

 

Wednesday, April 22nd from 7 pm to 9 pm  
At  the Carousel 25 Hockley Nottingham NG1 1FH 

For tickets, search “screen printing” on 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk 



LOOKING  BACK 
CELEBRATION AND AWARDS EVENING 2026 

On February 25th, the ballroom at Nottingham Coun-
cil House was filled with150 guests and information 
tables from 18 local LGBT+ groups and services. 
 
During the second half of 
the evening, five awards 
were presented. The first 
went to CJ DeBarra for 
their work in document-
ing and preserving Not-
tingham’s Queer History.  
 
So far this has included 
two books (with more to 
follow) and the establish-
ment of Nottingham’s 
Queer Archive. 
 
CJ was accompanied by 
their father, who had 
travelled all the way from 
Cork. 
 
The second award went to Nottingham Front Run-
ners which has become a very successful group in a 
relatively short time. Not only promoting fitness, but 
providing a warm social environment and also cam-
paigning against issues such as transphobia. 

The third award went to Lucy and Shell Buckle. Lu-
cy and Shell have been the organisers of what is now 
an annual Queer History Walk. Lucy (seen right be-
low) has, in her role as the “Nottingham Forager”, 
organised several nature-related community events 
such as  “Gays in the Garden”.  Shell has given her 
professional expertise to the swimming sessions 
sponsored by the Spencer Trust and has also found-
ed the East Midlands Non Binary Association. 

These three awards were from Nottinghamshire’s 
Rainbow Heritage. They were followed by two 
awards from Notts Pride.  The first of these went to 
the Pastel Project. The project has pioneered the 
Your Space Too initiative partnering with local ven-
ues to highlight the shining stars in our community 
who are providing safe spaces for trans customers.  
 
The project has also been leading the development 
of the Rainbow Quarter to be launched in May. 

The final award went to Sladen Estates for their con-
tinuing support for Pride. The representative from 
Sladen wasn’t able to attend and the award was ac-
cepted on their behalf by Pride Chairperson Leigh 
Ellis. 

 



SOME OF THE GROUPS AT THE CELEBRATION AND AWARDS EVENING 2026 



PHOTOS FROM GLADRAGS VALENTINE’S DAY EXTRAVAGANZA 



FAREWELL TO MARTIN 

On  January 16th a large crowd gathered at Gedling 
Crematorium to say goodbye to Martin Fenn.  For 
many years Martin was a campaigner for LGBT+ 
rights and for much of that time was involved with 
what is now Notts LGBT+ Network. 
 

Martin’s coffin was draped with the progressive rain-
bow flag; the funeral assistants from Cooperative 
Funeralcare wore rainbow ties and the ceremony 
was introduced by Gladrags’ own Nana Arthole. 

THE GAY NEWS ARCHIVE 

Gay News launched in May 1972, and was at first 
collectively edited by a group of people including 
Denis Lemon, Doug Pollard and Glenys Parry, all of 
whom were gay liberation campaigners before, dur-
ing and after their involvement in the newspaper.  
 

The Gay News Archive Project was created to digit-
ise and make accessible, for free to everybody, the 
early issues of the UK’s pioneering Gay News 
newspaper.  
 

The newspapers tell an important story in the histo-
ry of LGBT+ rights in the United Kingdom in the 
1970s – an area of queer history that is often over-
looked. It was an era of police harassment being 
the norm – LGBT+ people were not protected from 
straight crime, were often entrapped and arrested 
for the nebulous offence of “obstruction” for attempt-
ing to go into or out of gay-friendly pubs.  
 

The newspaper revels in the joy of being gay, of 
having gay friends and of breaking free from the 
constraints of straight society in a time before the 
arrival of HIV and AIDS in our community. There 
are as many laughs to be had in its pages as there 
are sorrowful stories and angry rants – all of life is in 
these pages.  
 

The first sixty editions can be seen at 
 

www.gaynewsarchive.co.uk 

BAHRAIN SAYS NO TO BUTT PLUGS 

Grace Bennett is the owner of Bonjibon which sells 
sex toys online. She received two letters from the 
Pentagon saying … 
 
“Adult item Identified during X-ray Mail Screening.”  
The letter went on to say “pornographic materials or 
devices are not allowed into the Kingdom of Bah-
rain.” The adult item was a butt plug. They literally 
categorize these goods as ‘posing an immediate 
danger to life or limb or an immediate and substantial 
danger to property,'”   
 



HATE CRIME LAW CHANGE? NOTTS PRIDE NAME CONFUSION 

Nottingham Pride has criticised a group of busi-
nesses for scheduling an event – using the same 
name – for the same day as Nottingham’s  annual 
Pride, leading to confusion amongst members of 
our local LGBTQ+ community.  Groovebox, Live 
Republic, Binks Yard and Horlock House are all 
jointly running their own event on the same day, un-
der the title  “Nottingham Pride Fest”. 
 

While Nottingham Pride is always free, Nottingham 
Pride Fest is paid for, with tickets ranging in price 
from £16.75 to £29.95. In a statement, Notts Pride 
called out the businesses using a similar name and 
scheduling their event for the same day, which the 
organisers say has caused confusion, “reputational 
harm” and “false impression of affiliation”. 
 

Craig Martin, the co-chair of Notts Pride, says the 
event at Binks Yard 'undermines' the hard work the 
charity does and has asked  Nottingham Pride Fest, 
to change the event's name. 

AT THE PRIDE SHOP 

On February 19th 
Jessica Lynn, a 
Kinsey Institute 
Global Ambassa-
dor and interna-
tional transgender 
advocate gave a 
presentation at 
the Pride Shop 
for LGBT+ History 
Month. 
 
Jessica has had 
the privilege of 
helping to edu-
cate tens of thou-

sands of people about the many identities through-
out the gender spectrum.   

After spending a great amount of time speaking in 
the UK (and for her love of pastry pies and fish and 
chips), Jessica has recently relocated to Birming-
ham from her birthplace of California. 

 

Right now, although anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime is rec-
ognised in law, hate crimes based on race and/or 
religion can have higher maximum penalties than 
anti-LGBTQ+ hate crime, because they are classi-
fied as aggravated offences.     
 
Hate crimes which target people on the grounds of 
their sexuality or gender identity, or a disability, are 
set to become aggravated offences under a pro-
posed new law. 
 
An amendment to the Crimes and Policing Bill will 
mean a crime is aggravated if a victim is targeted 
because of those characteristics, and will carry a 
higher penalty. 
 
The LGBT+ anti-abuse charity Galop described the 
amendment as a "landmark moment" for equality.  
Jasmine O’Connor, co-chief executive of Galop, 
said: “At a time when our services are seeing con-
sistent rises in LGBT+ hate crime victims seeking 
support, this long-overdue change sends a clear 
message that anti-LGBT+ hate crime is as deserving 
of justice as crimes motivated by religious or racial 
hate.”  

The bill, which is currently progressing through the 
House of Lords and is not yet law, is intended to in-
troduce measures to tackle crime and antisocial be-
haviour and will apply to England and Wales. 
 
In the year ending March 2025, police in England 
and Wales recorded over 18,000 hate crimes moti-
vated by sexual orientation and over 3,000 trans-
related hate crimes.  
 
Labour MP Rachel Taylor, who first put forward the 
amendment, said that between March 2024 and 
2025 more than 30,000 hate crimes against people 
in England and Wales had been recorded by police 
as linked to their sexual orientation, transgender 
identity, or disability.  
 
While sexual orientation hate crimes decreased 
slightly by 2% and transgender hate crimes by 11% 
compared to the previous year, they remain signifi-
cantly higher than a decade ago. Underreporting is 
high, with some estimates suggesting fewer than 1 
in 10 LGBTQ+ people report such incidents.   



The Council of Europe has successfully voted to 
ban so-called ‘conversion therapy’ despite anti-
trans lobbying calling for a ban to be reconsidered. 
 
The human rights body, which is separate from the 
European Union, voted to pass a resolution brought 
by labour MP Kate Osborne calling for the abusive 
practices to be prohibited across its 26 member 
states. 
 
In the UK we still await the long-promised ban. 

AROUND THE WORLD:  THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE BONKERS 



LOOKING FURTHER BACK 

SIR JOHN GIELGUD ARRESTED FOR COTTAGING 

On October 21st 1953, Sir John visited his local pub-
lic convenience with the hope of encountering some 
casual sex. An undercover police officer arrested him 
and he was taken to the nearest police station where 
he gave his name as Arthur Gielgud, a “self em-
ployed clerk”. 
 
The next day, at Chelsea Magistrates’ Court, the 
case was treated as a bad incident of drunk and dis-
orderly, and Sir John was fined £10 and required to 
report to his doctor immediately for medical advice. 
Unfortunately, a better-informed Evening Standard 
reporter  who recognised him was there, too. When 
that afternoon's paper hit the streets, he was on the 
front page. 

The day that the news broke of Gielgud’s arrest he 
was paralysed with fear. At the time, he was in Liver-
pool, starring in a performance alongside the formi-
dable Dame Sybil Thorndike, and felt it almost im-
possible to go onto the stage that night.  
 

As the curtain was about to go up, something re-
markable is reported to have happened. Dame Sybil 
grabbed Sir John by the arm and whispered in his 
ear, “Come on John darling, they won’t boo me”. 
With that, she led Gielgud out into the dazzling lights 
of the Royal Court Theatre.  
 

There was silence. Not a shout. Not a boo. Not even 
a cough. And then…..a standing ovation. The audi-
ence cheered and applauded Gielgud, raising the 
roof of the Liverpudlian theatre. 
 

The message could not have been more abundantly 
clear. The people did not give two hoots what Sir 
John got up to in his private life, they considered him 
an outstanding actor and held him and his perfor-
mances in such high regard. His sexuality did not 
matter. 

 

Elsewhere he didn’t get away so lightly. For several 
weeks, the newspapers castigated him and his “evil 
kind” on an almost daily basis.  
 
An editorial in the Sunday Express captured the gen-
eral tone: "Perversion is very largely a practice of the 
too idle and the too rich. It does not flourish in lands 
where men work hard and brows sweat with honest 
labour. It is a wicked mischief, destructive not only of 
men but of nations."  
 
Conservative peer, Earl Winterton, called for the ac-
tor to be stripped of his knighthood and horse-
whipped in the street. 
 
He was utterly vilified: he received hate mail; a peti-
tion was made to demand that he resign from Equity 
(the actor’s union); people called for him to be 
stripped of his knighthood; even the US authorities 
refused to grant him a visa to work in America. 
 
The episode briefly affected Gielgud's health; he suf-
fered a nervous breakdown some months afterwards. 
Between December 1953 and June 1955 Gielgud 
concentrated on directing and did not appear on 
stage. He never spoke publicly about the incident. 
Privately he made donations to gay campaign 
groups, but did not endorse them in public.   



GROUP OF THE DAY 

GAY CITY BOWLERS 

 

What started as a small gathering to help a pair of 
newlyweds make friends has transformed into a na-
tional movement. The Nottingham chapter of Gay 
City Bowlers  (GCB) has recently celebrated a major 
milestone, having hosted monthly socials in the city 
for just over two years. 
 
Since arriving in Nottingham, the group has become 
a staple of the local LGBTQ+ calendar, hosting 
monthly events that prioritise community over com-
petition. The formula remains the same: two games 
of bowling, followed by drinks, medals for those feel-
ing competitive, and plenty of laughter, creating a 
consistent space for people to be themselves. 
 
The story of Gay City Bowlers began in Manchester 
in 2017. Founders Marc and his husband Luke had 
recently moved to the city and, finding it difficult to 
meet people outside of the traditional bar and club 
scene, invited the folks they did know to an evening 
of ten pin bowling. There were 17 people there that 
evening and everyone had so much fun, they did it 
again the next month and the rest as they say is 
‘Herstory’. 
 
What began as a one-off event quickly snowballed. 
Today, the organisation operates in 12 cities across 
the UK—including London, Birmingham, Liverpool, 
and Cardiff—with a rapidly growing membership that 
proves queer people everywhere are looking for al-
ternative ways to connect and socialise. 

The national group’s expansion is fuelled by a signifi-
cant milestone: the group was recently awarded a 
grant from the National Lottery Community Fund. 
This funding will directly help support their ambitious 
growth plans in 2026 and beyond, ensuring the long-
term sustainability of their chapters nationwide. 
 
Beyond the strikes and spares, the core mission of 
Gay City Bowlers CIC is to tackle loneliness and iso-
lation within the LGBTQ+ community. Research con-
sistently shows that many members of our communi-
ty face higher risks of mental health struggles, often 
due to a lack of inclusive spaces that aren't centred 
entirely around nightlife. 
 
By providing a low-pressure, welcoming environ-
ment, GCB helps members: 
 
* Improve Mental Wellbeing: Reducing the anxiety of 
meeting new people in a structured, fun environ-
ment. 
 
 * Boost Physical Health: Encouraging light physical 
activity that is accessible to all fitness levels and abil-
ities. 
 
 * Forge Lasting Bonds: Many members report that 
the friendships made on the lanes have become their 
primary support networks outside of the group. 
 
As the Nottingham chapter enters its third year, the 
message to the local community is clear: you don’t 
have to be a pro to join. In fact, most members are 
there for the "social" rather than the "score." 

Get Involved! Ready to hit the lanes? You can find 
more information about upcoming socials in Notting-
ham by visiting the official website. 

 
Website: www.gaycitybowlers.com 



MISCELLANY 



LGBT+ AWARENESS TRAINING 

Do you belong to an organisation, a company, a 
group that would benefit from LGBT+ awareness 
training or would like to have a presentation on as-
pects of LGBT+ history? 
 
When Nottinghamshire’s Rainbow Heritage was set 
up in 2008 with a grant from the Heritage Lottery, 
part of its remit was to provide regular training. In 
the last seventeen years training and presentations 
have been provided for over one hundred organisa-
tions and groups. They include: 
 
 6 hospitals 
 8 health-related organisations 
 5 care homes 
 5 housing organisations 
 10 schools/colleges  
 3 universities 
 Notts Sexual Violence Service 
 Notts Police and both local councils 
 
Between 2014 and 2020, the former Police and 
Crime Commissioner Paddy Tipping supported nu-
merous training sessions which included a focus on 
hate crime against LGBT+ people. 
 
The main elements of the training are: 
 
 Getting the terminology right - what the 

"words" mean .. and which words not to use 
 Homophobia, biphobia, transphobia: what 

they are. their frequency, their causes and 
the effects they have   

 Homophobia, biphobia & transphobia in a 
wider context of general prejudice against 
minorities  

 Myths and stereotypes  
 Negative laws and the more recent positive 

changes in the law.  
 “Coming out”: what it means; what it's like to 

be "stuck in the closet" and what happens 
when you come out  

 
There can be an additional focus on issues such as 
 
 Health issues and LGBT+ people's interac-

tion with health care providers  
 Supporting victims of LGBT+ hate crimes; 

why these crimes are under-reported and 
how reporting can be encouraged 

 Same sex domestic abuse/Male rape 
 The special concerns of young LGBT+ peo-

ple and also of older LGBT+ people, particu-
larly those in residential care 

 Local resources and support systems  
 

For further information e-mail  
 

nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

March 1st 
Zero Discrimination Day is an annual observance 
held on March 1st to promote and celebrate diversi-
ty, tolerance, and inclusion, and to raise awareness 
about discrimination and the negative impact it has 
on individuals and society.  
 
March 2nd 
The Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade is 
an annual event held in Sydney, Australia. The pa-
rade is one of the largest celebrations of LGBT+ cul-
ture and pride in the world, with hundreds of thou-
sands of people attending each year.  
 
March 21st-28th 
European Gay Ski Week. Europe's biggest 
LGBTQI+ Winter Sports Event  at Val Thorens, the 
highest village in Les Trois Vallées ski area.  
 
March 31st  
International Transgender Day of Visibility is an an-
nual observance that takes place to celebrate and 
raise awareness of the transgender community 
around the world. 

 

April 6th 
Asexuality Day, also known as Ace Day, is an annu-
al event to celebrate and raise awareness about 
asexuality.  
 
April 9th 
Sapphic Visibility Day. Sapphic has become a cho-
sen identity for many women, nonbinary, trans and 
gender nonconforming folks. Sapphic is an umbrella 
term that expresses the sexuality and romantic at-
traction of queer women, non binary, and trans peo-
ple that have sexual and romantic attraction to each 
other.   
 

April 26th 
International Lesbian Visibility Day is an annual ob-
servance held to celebrate and raise awareness of 
the experiences and contributions of lesbian individ-
uals around the world. The day is an opportunity to 
recognize the unique challenges that lesbians face, 
as well as their achievements and contributions to 
society.  



ANOTHER AWARD FOR SHELL? 

Not only did Shell Buckle receive an award at this 
year’s Celebration evening, they have also been 
shortlisted for a national award. The Gaydio Awards, 
organised by LGBTQ+ radio station, Gaydio, have 
been dubbed the 'Oscars' of the queer community.  
 

Shell Buckle, who has organised swimming ses-
sions specifically for the LGBTQ+ community in Not-
tingham has been shortlisted for this national award.  
 

It's two years since Shell began organising the ses-
sions at Lenton Centre, in Willoughby Street, and 
now plans additional sessions at the Ken Martin Lei-
sure Centre in Bulwell.  The 90-minute Sunday ses-
sions have grown from three in the first year to one 
a month last year and now twice monthly. Shell said: 
"They've sold out ever since I've been organising 
them.  

MORRIGAN LESBIAN HOUSING CO-OP  
CURRENT VACANCIES 

 
 Shared house accommodation in Nottingham. 
 2/3/ vacancies are available in our large       

spacious Victorian house set in a conservation 
area in the heart of Nottingham just a 15 mi-
nute walk to the city centre. 

 One large unfurnished bedroom is available on 
the 2nd floor sharing bathroom and toilet with 
one other tenant. 

 The whole of the top floor is available com-
prised of 3 rooms and a separate bathroom 
and toilet. Would suit 1 or 2 tenants. 

 Shared spacious kitchen. 
 2 shared living rooms with garden views. 
 Shared front and back garden. 
 
Local park nearby. Great local amenities and shops/
supermarkets. The tram stop is nearby to access 
areas all over Nottingham.    Reasonable rents. 
 
If you are interested in this type of accommodation 
and for more information about the co-op go to mor-
riganhousingcoop.co.uk There you can download an 
application form and return to morrigan-
coop@aol.com  Or you can contact us by e-mail or 
phone 0115 9781843. 

 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

 
Morrigan Housing Co-op 



The Robin Hood Half Marathon’s website includes 
stories from several of those taking part. One of 
those featured is a member of Nottingham Frontrun-
ners.  Here’s David’s story. 
 
When the Nottingham Frontrunners were estab-
lished in the summer of 2023, no one could have 
imagined how this inclusive LGBTQ+ group would 
have grown into the large popular group it has be-
come today, its bright colourful top becoming a famil-
iar sight in the City. It has given people the confi-
dence to run, feel included and make firm friends.  
 
As an older runner I have been made very welcome 
and running ability has improved. When we were 
approached to volunteer at the Robin Hood half mar-
athon, a queer squad was established taking on the 
stretch along Castle Boulevard.  

With music, banners, flags, banners and whistles, 
the squad kept enthusiastically cheered in the run-
ners, giving a flavour of festival time and keeping 
spirits high. How wonderful that the squad were 
very much part of the inclusive ethos of the Robin 
Hood Marathon.  
 

It is so very important that people from the LGBTQ+ 
community can feel very much a valued part of the 
event, whether as runners or volunteers. In reflect-
ing on LGBTQ+ History Month it is worth remem-
bering that 40 years ago we were not running but 
marching against blatant discrimination.  
 

Learning to run fast was a necessity to get away 
from bullies and hatred. I always feel that the Robin 
Hood Half Marathon has a wonderful sense of com-
munity. Everybody is made to feel welcome and 
included. Where people can enjoy running and feel 
safe.  

A NOTTINGHAM FRONTRUNNERS’ SUCCESS STORY 



Notts Trans Hub, the trans information and support 
service, and Trans Space Notts, the trans social 
and support group are both under the name of 
Notts Trans Hub. They are now registered charity 
number 1199241. They can s be contacted through  
 

trustees@nottstranshub.org 
 

For more details go to 
 

https://www.nottstranshub.org   and 
https://www.instagram.com/nottstranshub 

 

THE LOCAL LISTINGS 
Singing Proud Notting-
ham is Nottingham’s 
only LGBTQ+ choir. We 
are a bunch of people 
with varied musical ex-
perience and talent.  

No auditions are neces-
sary and some people 
have a better singing 
ability than others….but 
we enjoy singing togeth-

er, learning and developing  

We meet term times on Thursday Nights at 7.15pm 
to 9.15pm at a venue in Carrington.  We charge  a 
fee of £20 a month (or £10 a month for low/no 
waged).   
 

Contact us at 07448 464938 or e-mail 
 

singingproudnottm@gmail.com  
 

Whether you consider yourself to have no artistic 
talent, are a budding artist or just dabble in crafts 
every so often, you are very welcome to join. We 
will be creating on our own and with each other in a 
calm atmosphere. You are welcome to come for as 
little or as long as you like. Book at 
 

Queer-Crafts.Eventbrite.com 

The Pride Shop        
65 Maid Marian Way 

 
The shop is packed 
with every sort of 
Pride merchandise, 
but it also offers a 
safe and welcoming 
space for LGBT+ peo-
ple who would like an 
alternative to the bars.  
 

 

There are hot and cold drinks and an array of 
cakes. Closed on Tuesdays, otherwise Monday to 
Saturday 10am-7pm and Sunday 11am-5pm, but 
these may change so check first. More info at 

 

0115 8918456  www.theprideshop.co.uk 

 

All asylum seekers, refugees and immigrant wom-
en who identify as lesbian or bisexual are welcome 
to join! We meet monthly at: Nottingham Women’s 
Centre, 30 Chaucer Street, NG1 5LP  
 

For more information or directions contact us at: 
lisg.nottingham@gmail.com 07938 556788  



Proud Forest is the new LGBTQ+ Forest supporters 
group. You can contact them at  
 

proud_forest@outlook.com  
 

and      www.proudforest.co.uk 

A space for LGBTQ+ parents and guardians to ask 
questions, share experiences/knowledge, and plan 
meet ups for our little ones to get together and nor-
malise LGBTQ+ families... our wonderful allies most 
welcome too!   You can find us at 
 

notts_lgbtq_families on Instagram 

The Outlaws is the LGBTQ+ and allies supporters 
group, for Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club and 
The Blaze.  
 

Our website is currently a facebook group which 
can be found here - https://www.facebook.com/
groups/557658973013935  

Weekly Queer Social.  Meet with fellow LGBTQ+ 
people at The Pride Shop at the Monday afternoon 
4PM - 6PM Queer Social . 65 Maid Marian Way. 

If you would like to come along to this HIV support 
group, please contact your Consultant at Notting-
ham City Hospital or alternatively email  
 

liam@thespencertrust.co.uk  



A new queer book group has started. We'll be se-
lecting a book to read every month, focusing on 
LBGTQ+ stories and authors, and meeting up to 
discuss.  Dates and venues vary.  

 
For updates, follow in Instagram at 

@queerbookclubnotts  

 

If you are involved in starting a new 
group, or if your current group is 

changing how it operates,  
please let us know. 

 

e-mail nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 
OutdoorLads is a friendly group for the gay, bi, 
and trans community to get together to enjoy ad-
ventures and activities.  
 
Our events are run by volunteers all over the UK 
and include walking, cycling, running, hostel and 
camping, water sports, climbing, cultural/heritage. 
We also organise expeditions worldwide. Locally 
Notts is part of our Central England region.   
 
For details go to www.outdoorlads.com 

A welcoming LGBTQ+ social event - refreshments 
and chat every Saturday 10.30 to 12pm at the 
“Place to Eat”  John Lewis 3rd floor..  Just look for 
the  table with the golden pineapple on it.  
 

CONTENT CAFE 

There is also Write Queer Online, search 
“Eventbrite  Write Queer Online” 



The Gay Outdoor Club is for everyone in the 
LGBTQI+ community who wants to enjoy outdoor 
activities  
 

Details from www.goc.org.uk/gay-outdoor-club 
 

 

We’re a social and support group for anyone 
on the transgender spectrum, their families, and 
friends. 
 
We have a safe space just outside Nottingham 
where you can be yourself and you – or you and 
your partner, parent or friend – can be sure of a 
warm welcome.  
 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 
month at 8pm at the Temple Community Centre, 
Nottingham Road, Nuthall, Nottingham, NG16 
1DP.  For details, go to 
 

www.nottinghamchameleons.co.uk 

Weekly 11-16 and 16-25 LGBT+ Groups at Cen-
tre Place, Worksop. We offer confidential one-to-
one and group support providing specialist ser-
vices to young people on a weekly basis.  
 

Providing a safe and non-judgmental place where 
children and young people can be themselves, 
meet new people, make new friends, take part in 
activities and access specialist support from 
trained staff.   
 

Details from www.lgbtplusnotts.org.uk 

Outburst runs from 4-7pm on Wednesdays, open 
to 11-21 year olds. Just show up! Check 
base51_outburst on instagram for updates on loca-
tions! Nervous? Email us beforehand and we can 
meet you first and show you around! Here to be 
your safe space.  
 

Details from www.base51.org/outburst 

Pride of Men is a 
welcoming and 
inclusive social 
group for gay men 
aged 30s to 50s, 
created to foster 
friendship, con-
nection, and com-
munity in a re-
laxed environ-
ment. We meet  
monthly on Tues-
days, Wednes-
days, or Saturdays 
at a variety of 
LGBTQ+ friendly 
venues across 
Nottingham. 
 

You can sign up using the mailing list on the web-
site    www.nottslgbt.com 

 

SILVER SAPPHICS 

Silver Sapphics is a 
social group for lesbi-
ans over 55 who want 
to meet socially and 
make connections. 
They meet on the se-
cond Thursday of the 
month in the Lord Rob-
erts at 7pm. 

Come along and make new friends.   Any enquiries 
contact Jane at          

 jw8418549@gmail.com  

 



The group meets in Nottingham to discuss books. 
Read a set book and then join in with the discus-
sion group.  
 

At the moment, they meet at the VAT and Fiddle 
12 Queensbridge Rd, Nottingham NG2 1NB, but 
the venue may change.  
 

To be added to the group’s e-mail list, contact in-
fo@nottslgbt.com   

If you are aged 18 years old or over, have an inter-
est in the arts/an artform and genuinely identify as 
LGBTQIA+ (or questioning), we would love you to 
join us at Nottingham Playhouse. Monthly meetings, 
on tast Wednesday of every month 7pm – 9pm    
 
For more details and to book a space at a session 
search “Nottingham Queer Arts Collective” 

Gay City Bowlers is an 
inclusive LGBTQ+ ten-
pin bowling group 
proud to be running in 
Nottingham. All skill 
levels welcome.  We 
meet at 7pm at Not-
tingham Bowl, then 
play two games before 
heading to the bars for 
a drink and social. 

 
Tickets can be purchased through our linktree in 
the Gay City Bowlers’ Instagram bio and Gay City 
Bowlers’ Facebook page. 

 

Queer Adventure Collective is an East Midlands 
based LGBTQ+ group, bringing people together to 
enjoy the outdoors. For events go to 
“queer.adventure.collective” on Instagram 

Fortnightly 11.30 am at Revolucion de Cuba, 26-28 
Market St, Nottingham   
 

Contact www.thespencertrust.co.uk for full details 



LGBTQ+  Magpies is the group for LGBT support-
ers of Notts County football team.     Go to their 
Facebook page at 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Lgbtpies 

The Gay Classic Car Group is the club for all 
LGBTQ+ classic car enthusiasts and their friends. 
We have over 1000 members in the UK and world-
wide who share a common enthusiasm for classic 
cars of all kinds. We organise events all year round.   
 

Info about the East Midlands region can be ob-
tained from 
 

eastmidlands@gccg.org.uk  

Rock Painting Social. Come as you are and enjoy 
an afternoon of painting, chatting, and making new 
friends in a safe, inclusive, and welcoming space. 
We’ll provide the rocks, paints, and all supplies — 
just bring your creativity and an open heart.  
 
Thursdays 4-6pm at the Pride Shop. 



Gay and inclusive Rugby Football club. We train on 
Tuesdays at 7:30-9pm and Saturdays at 10.30am at 
Nottingham Casuals Rugby Club, Canalside, 
Beeston Rylands, NG9 1NG. 
 

Open to all, regardless of gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, fitness level or ability. No special kit need-
ed.         

Contact nottshurricanes@outlook.com  

Meet every Tuesday at 6.30 at the Robin Hood stat-
ue for a 5km run, finishing at the Lord Roberts and 
also Women, Trans, Non-binary runs on 1st Thurs-
days. For more information go to Facebook 
 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094769503086  

CRAFT & BOARD GAME SOCIAL 

Now every Monday at the Pride Shop 4-6pm. No 
need to book just turn up - bring a craft project, a 
book or a board game of your choice, or choose 
from some we have in our space!  



Each week every Monday from 7.30pm we hire the 
sports hall at:  Samworth Academy, Bramhall Road, 
Bilborough, Nottm NG8 4HY  For more information 
go  to      
 

http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/ 
 

ALL-WOMEN’S 
BADMINTON 

Meets each week at  Carlton Forum Leisure Centre. 
For full details contact Notts LGBT+ Network on  

 

info@nottslgbt.com 

Ashfield LGBT+ Hub has organised a regular meet 
up.  There is a weekly LGBT+ drop-in café in the 
Ashfield Health & Wellbeing Centre - Meet new 
people, enjoy a cuppa and have a chat!   

Forest Kickers and Ninja Queens women’s foot-
ball groups meet each week on Tuesday eve-
nings. Details from Julie at 
 

info@nottinghamtrainingservices.co.uk 

This group for bisexuals and allies meets on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month 7:30pm-11:00pm in the room 
at the right of the upstairs Mezzanine bar in Broad-
way, 14-18 Broad Street, Nottingham, NG1 3AL.  
 

For fuller details e-mail  
 

nottinghambitopia@gmail.com  

PUP.LGBT / Klub K9 aims to provide a fun and 
safe space for everyone within the pet play commu-
nity. We provide an area to be your best pet self 
with games, raffles, music and much more.  
 

We have meetings on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month (12-5pm) at the New Foresters. For more 
details contact us at      https://pup.lgbt/ 



Nottingham Hyking Dykes meet every month, 
usually the third Sunday.  
 

This is a walking/hiking  group for lesbians and 
women questioning their sexuality.   We walk 6 to 
8 miles often in Derbyshire, but also Leicestershire 
and Nottinghamshire. Bring a packed lunch. We 
try and finish at a teashop! For details, go to  
 

www.nottinghamhd.org.uk 

Nottingham Lions FC is a LGBT+ friendly football 
club - see them at  
 
https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamlionsfc 
 

Shell has set up this group for non binary people in 
the East Midlands. You can find more and contact 
them on the Facebook page, which is on the Home 
page of the Spencer Trust website 
 

https://www.thespencertrust.co.uk/ 

 

SOMETHING MISSING? 
 

SOMETHING WRONG? 
 

SOMETHING OUT OF DATE? 
 

E-mail nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 
 

AND WE WILL PUT IT RIGHT 



 

 

The New Foresters 
 

Nottingham’s oldest LGBT+ bar. 
 

20, St. Ann’s Street, Nottingham, NG1 3LX 
 

Has a beer garden./outdoor seating/sheltered 
smoking area 

 
Live music, cabaret, drag, karaoke, dance space,            

late night closing  
 

   0115 646 1459      
 

 https://thenewforesters.co.uk/ 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNewForestersLGBT/ 

 

The Lord Roberts 
 

24 Broad Street , 
Nottingham, NG1 3AN 

 
Art Deco LGBT+ pub  0115 948 1592 

 
Quiz night every Wednesday       

 
 

Has sheltered beer garden 
 
 

Runs special events in basement bar 
+ DJs and dance space 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lordrobertsnottingham/ 
 
 

NGQ stands for Nottingham Gay Quarter and the NGQ Collective is a collection of safe space bars. They say 
“Our aim is to create a safe space area rather than just individual venues, We aim to do this through working 

in collaboration with each other.”  



                                   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY            SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

 

* fuller details can be found in the main Review 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notts LGBT+ Network 
provides information and support  

 

 By phone  0115 9348485 
 E-mail info@nottslgbt.com 
 Website www.nottslgbt.com 

 

 

THE HEALTH SHOP  
12 Broad Street, Nottingham 

 

We are a small team that specialises in harm re-
duction and health promotion, and we offer ad-
vice and support around substance use and sex-
ual health. We work specifically with people who 
use drugs, people experiencing homelessness, 
people within the LGBTQ+ community and refu-
gees and people seeking asylum. 
 

For more information please contact 07585 
991542 or email healthshop@nottshc.nhs.uk 

 

VICTORIA HEALTH CENTRE 
Glasshouse St, Nottingham, NG1 3LW  

 

A FREE, confidential and friendly sexual health 
service.    Phone 01159 627 627  

 

FIVE LEAVES BOOKSHOP 
14a, Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH 

 

Five Leaves Bookshop maintains a dedicated 
LGBT+ section. The bookshop supports and pro-
motes LGBT+ issues and welcomes people drop-
ping in leaflets and posters advertising LGBT 
events. Phone 0115 8373097  
 

Go to https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/ 

Friday March. 6th Silver Pride 2-4pm* 
    Sobar, Friar Lane 
 
Saturday March 7th Queerish 2nd birthday* 
    Billy Bootleggers 10.30pm 
 
Wed. March 11th  Quiz Night 8pm* 
    Lord Roberts 
 
Saturday March.14th Content Café 10.30am* 
    Place to Eat (John Lewis) 
 
Sunday Mar. 15th.  Hyking Dykes* 10.30am 
    Sherwood Forest walk 
 
Friday March 20th Transcendence  7pm* 
    The New Foresters 
 
Saturday March 21st Out & OK  2-4pm Newark” 
    Governor’s House Cafe 
 
Sunday March 22nd Digital Realms* 7pm 
    Revolucion de Cuba 
 
Sunday Mar.29th.  Sapphic Sunday * 
    10.30  Café Contemporary 
 
Tuesday March 31st Tales of the suburbs* 7pm 
    Five Leaves Bookshop 
 
Wednesday April 1st Not Queer Enough* 
    7pm Hockley Emporium 
 
Monday April 6th  Badminton Social 7.30pm 
    Samworth Academy* 
 
Tuesday April 7th Transphoria 5-6.30pm* 
    Sobar, Friar Lane 
 
Thursday April 9th. Chameleon Group 8pm 
    Temple Community Centre 
 
Tuesday April 14th Thrive  5-7pm* 
    HIV Support group 
 
Monday April 20th Write Queer 4.30-6pm* 
    Central Library 
 
Saturday April 25th Literary Pride 2pm* 
    Central Library 
 
Sunday Apr. 26th Open Table 5-7pm 
    St. John’s Carrington 
 
Tuesday April 28th Priscilla queen of the  
    Desert. Royal Concert Hall 
 
Wednesday Apr. 29th Singing Proud Concert 
    7.30 Nottm Arts Theatre 

 

NOTTS SEXUAL HEALTH SERVICE 
 

 Phone 0300 131 7010 
 Website https://sexualhealthnn.co.uk/ 
 Walk in at clinics (see website for details) 


