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NOTTS RAINBOW 
REVIEW 

Welcome back to Queerish's Winter Ball! 
 

This year we have teamed up with the incredible Notts LGBT+ 
Network charity to end their 50th anniversary with a celebration 
like no other.       7.30pm-1.am Tickets from  
 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/queerish 

 

CELEBRATING  
THE NETWORK’S 50 YEARS 



COMING UP NOV/DEC 

LOL+GBTQ+ AT THE LORD ROBERTS 

Nottingham Queer Arts Collective's mission is to 
bring together LGBTQIA+ artists of all disciplines 
from in and around Nottingham to appreciate, liber-
ate, and support our community and art. 
 
Last year’s event raised over £150, and this year we 
are back at LOL-gbtq+ at The Lord Roberts with an 
evening of comedy, cabaret and variety, raising vital 
funds for Nottingham Queer Arts Collective and The 
Spencer Trust.   Pay What You Feel, all welcome. 

 

November 9th 6pm (doors open 5.40) 

 Sunday November 30th 

FROM THE SPENCER TRUST 



Cerys Bradley has hyperfixated on road signs. If you 
like road signs, follow the directions below for a silly 
and short history of road sign design as well as some 
heartfelt musings on the monotony of everyday life 
and the joys of autistic obsessions.  
 
November 7th   7.30pm (doors open 7.10pm)  £5 

Join AFAB Drag Queen Boo in her crafty box! We'll 
laugh, we'll dance, we'll drink and spill the tea whilst 
we make sweet sweet crafts together. So grab a 
glass and enjoy as Boo fills you with shocking sto-
ries, instant inspiration and the burning desire to 
make things sticky. See you there, boo. Love, Boo!  
 

November 7th 9pm (doors open at 8.40)  £7 

LOL-GBTQ+  2025 AT THE LORD ROBERTS 

Book all tickets at https://www.nottinghamcomedyfestival.co.uk/ 



A dedicatedly free monthly queer poetry event for 
anyone who has ever been made to feel Nott Queer 
Enough. 

 
First Wednesday of the month 7-10pm 

 

At the Hockley Emporium 

Close your eyes and say, ‘there’s no place like ho-
mo…’    Join us for the dazzling debut of the Not-
tingham Drag Panto: The Wizard of Nottz! Writ-
ten, directed and starring some of our finest local 
drag talents in an even gay-er retelling of The Wiz-
ard of Oz.  
 
Let this full production whisk you away to a world of 
technicolour, bursting with laugh-out-loud comedy, 
spectacular costumes and incredible live perfor-
mances!   Don’t forget your ruby slippers, we’ll see 
you in Nottz!  
 
7.30pm  November 27th. Nottingham Arts Theatre 
12 George St, Nottingham  



Nov.13th/Dec.11th 

RAINBOW CAROLS 

Join us at St. John’s Church Carrington as we share 
in familiar carols, readings authored by our 
LGBTQIA+ community and partake in food and a 
warm drink. A simple Moravian-inspired Lovefeast 
will be served, with cakes and sweet rolls, along with 
tea and coffee.  December 14th. Starts at 6pm. 

Nov. 12th/ODec.10th 5-7pm 

If you would like to come along to this HIV support 
group, please contact your Consultant at Nottingham 
City Hospital or alternatively email 
liam@thespencertrust.co.uk  

For tickets, search Revolucion de Cuba at  
 

www.gigantic.com 



Internationally acclaimed human rights lawyer Keio 
Yoshida uncovers the ongoing battle for LGBTQ+ 
rights, how far we’ve come, and how mmuch further 
we have to go. 
 
In Pride and Prejudices, Yoshida analyses case law 
from around the world, including Rosanna Flamer 
Caldera v Sri Lanka, the first global precedent to call 
for the decriminalisation of same-sex intimacy be-
tween women, in which Yoshida acted as counsel, as 
well as other timely cases such as the bitter debate 
over self-ID for trans people in the UK and Florida’s 
recent ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill.  
 
Join us for an evening discussion with author of Pride 
and Prejudices: Queer Lives and the Law, Dr Keio 
Yoshida, where we will address the legal problems 
that still persist for the LGBTQ+ population and also 
discuss what more needs to be done to protect 
LGBTQ+ communities.  
 
£4-50   book on website 

 
Wednesday, 5th November, 2025      

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm  
Five Leaves Bookshop 

14a Long Row, Nottingham  
 

AT FIVE LEAVES BOOKSHOP 

Nov. 9th/23rd             Dec. 7th/21st 

Join Spill The Paint for a cosy evening of Christmas 
bauble painting on Tuesday 25 November, 7–9pm at  
the Pitcher and Piano.  Bring your creativity (or just 
your festive spirit) and let’s get painty, sip fizz, and 
create some cheerful decorations together!The quirk-
ier and more unique your bauble, the better the 
memories! 
  
You’ll have the chance to paint two ceramic baubles. 
A flat star and a classic round bauble, ready to shine 
on your tree or be the perfect handmade gift. 
To book your spot, just send Spill The Paint a mes-
sage on Instagram, and I’ll share a payment link 
once your booking is confirmed.  
 

https://www.instagram.com/spillthepaintlgbt/ 



Mind Out Theatre hosts an online monthly Meet Up 
for Queer, Disabled and Neurodivergent folks. An 
informal online space, facilitated by Evie Osbon 
(they/them). One hour session on the first Wednes-
day of every month (7-8pm). 
 
QUEERDOs brings our community together in an 
online space - group feedback has shown us the ne-
cessity for an online space to increase safety, acces-
sibility and alleviate cost. So have a check in, play 
games, explore your creativity, and chat.  
 
Email Evie at mindouttheatre@gmail.com with Sub-
ject Line: QUEERDOS for the meeting link  

Join us for a hot drink before we head out for some 
Autumn fun by the lake.  Let us know if you can 
make it 
 
https://www.instagram.com/notts_lgbtq_families/ 



ROCK PAINTING: EVERY THURSDAY AT THE PRIDE SHOP 



November 29th. 9pm-2am at the Hockley Emporium 
39 Pelham Street Nottingham NG1 2EA  £6-£7-50 
Nottingham Bear Nights for all of bear kind.  
 

For tickets, search “Bearly Notts” on 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/ 

NEW TRANS YOUTH GROUP 



LOOKING  BACK 
OCTOBER WAS BLACK HISTORY MONTH, INCLUDING BLACK LGBT+ PEOPLE 

Audre Lorde a self-described 
“Black, lesbian, feminist, moth-
er, poet, warrior," made lasting 
contributions in the fields of fem-
inist theory, critical race studies 
and queer theory through her 
pedagogy and writing.  

Cecil Belfield Clarke was an ex-
ceptional academic. After travel-
ling to the UK in 1914. Clarke 
opened a medical practice 
which he ran for nearly 50 years 
after completing his training at 
University College Hospital in 
London.  

Skin was the first Black artist to 
headline the Pyramid stage at 
Glastonbury. The rock icon, who 
found success in the ’90s as the 
lead vocalist of British rock band 
Skunk Anansie, is a passionate 
LGBTQ+ advocate 

A Turner prize-nominated artist, 
Isaac Julien is best known for 
his multi-screen art installations 
and distinguished films. Born in 
London, he graduated from 
Saint Martin’s School of Art in 
1985. Julien is now a professor 
of the arts at UC Santa Cruz.  

Valerie Mason-John became an 
LGBTQ+ icon. She contributed, 
as co-author and editor, to the 
first books that documented Afri-
can and Asian Lesbians in Brit-
ain.  

 

Alvin Ailey was an American 
dancer, director, choreographer, 
and activist who founded the Al-
vin Ailey American Dance Thea-
ter  as a haven for nurturing 
Black artists and expressing the 
universality of the African-
American experience through 
dance.  

Jide Salami, whose drag name 
is Son of A TuTu, is a veteran 
drag performer well-known for 
wearing traditional Nigerian 
wear. The self-described 
“African drag queen extraordi-
naire” uses the drag platform to 
raise awareness of LGBTQ+ 
rights in Nigeria  

Ted Brown is a British activist 
and member of the Gay Libera-
tion Front (GLF). In July 1972 
he made history with a mass 
kiss-in in Trafalgar Square in 
which more than 2,000 people 
participated. 

Phyll Opoku-Gyimah aka Lady 
Phyll is a co-founder of UK 
Black Pride, a political activist, 
and executive director of the 
LGBTQ+ Kaleidoscope Trust.  



The Outburst Colour Run is an annual charity fun run which this year took place at Nottingham Girls' High 
School on Sept.21st  This family-friendly event involves running or walking a 1k route and getting covered in 
non-toxic paint powder at various stations. It's a non-competitive event designed to raise money for Base 51 
which hosts and supports the Outburst LGBT+ youth group.   
 
This year the sun was shining, the vibes were great and there was a LOT of colour! It’s a highlight on Base 
51s event calendar and they can’t wait for next year already. Base 51 sends special thank you to Rollo Acade-
my Of Performing Arts for the warm up, Silverfox PA Hire for the music, Co-op for sponsoring, 

THE OUTBURST COLOUR RUN 2025 



THE HEALTH SHOP AT SILVER PRIDE 

Silver Pride is the social group for gay/bi men over 
55. At their October meeting they had a visit from 
Lou and Jess from the Health Shop. 
 
Much of the session was taken up with an enter-
taining quiz on sexual health set in the format of 
Family Fortunes. Many of the group were surprised 
by the gaps in their knowledge. The questions ex-
panded to involve gay venues of yesteryear and 
cruising grounds. 

Everyone also learned a great deal about the varie-
ty of support offered by the Health Shop. That in-
cludes their range of testing for STIs. It was made 
clear that tests carried out by the Health Shop do 
not go on your NHS record and those who are per-
haps ultra concerned over their privacy can give a 
false name! 
 
The group heard about the outreach work carried 
out by the health shop. This not only reaches gay 
venues (such as the Lord Roberts) and LGBT+ 
groups such as Nottingham Front Runners, but also 
excursions to cruising grounds where they install 
“bird boxes”. These are attached to trees and con-
tain condoms, lube and information.  On rare occa-
sions they have actually been used by birds. 

Local author and academic Claire Jenkins has just 
published her new book. 
 

Inspired by Claire Jenkins' own experiences as a 
trans woman and working with young trans people, 
this book is is a much needed and vital resource for 
policy makers, educators, school leaders and the 
families of TGNB young people in today’s UK 
schools.  
 

Claire provides a comprehensive exploration of how 
societal, educational, and legislative frameworks af-
fect the lives of trans youth, and advocates for an 
inclusive and supportive approach.  

TOUGH TIMES IN TURKEY 

A draft bill proposed by the government in Turkey 
would significantly extend existing restrictions on the 
freedoms of the LGBTQ+ community.  
 
The proposed legislation would amend Article 225 of 
the Turkish Penal Code, entitled ‘Immodest Acts’, 
and sets out that anyone who behaves “contrary to 
the biological sex assigned at birth and general mo-
rality” faces a prison sentence of one to three years. 



TRUMPERY 

A rainbow crosswalk honouring the victims of the 
2016 Pulse nightclub shooting in Florida, Orlando, 
has been painted over by the state's department of 
transportation. 
 
The crosswalk was part of a larger memorial to the 
49 people who were killed after a gunman opened 
fire at the gay nightclub in June 2016, in what was 
then the largest mass shooting in US history. 

ROBIN HOOD HALF MARATHON 

About 60 members of Nottingham Front Runners 
took part in this year’s Robin Hood Half Marathon 
on September 28th.  
 
This year saw NFR join the official Robin Hood Mar-
athon Events volunteer team so NFR proudly made 
Castle Boulevard their own, ensuring every single 
one of the 14,000 runners got a much needed boost 
in the final 5km of the race .On top of that, Front 
Runners took part in other events in London and 
Loch Ness. 

QUEER ARCHIVES COLLECTION 

Here are just a few of the things  which were donat-
ed to the Notts Queer  History Archives at the dona-
tion sessions at Central Library.  There will be fur-
ther opportunities to donate, so if you have any 
memorabilia - posters, leaflets, badges, photos etc, 
send details via https://www.instagram.com/
nottsqueerhistoryarchive/ 

After Gov. Greg Abbott threatened to withhold fund-
ing from cities and counties with rainbow cross-
walks, one Texas church has responded by paint-
ing its steps with colourful rainbow hues.  



QUEER NOTTINGHAM BOOK LAUNCH 

CJ DeBarra’s (pictured above) book on Queer Not-
tingham 1960-1990 was given a grand launch to an 
audience of about 150 people at Central Library on 
September 18th. 
 
After interviewing over 170 people while developing 
what was originally thought to be a single book, it 
soon became apparent that there was the need for 
a second volume. The book covering1991-2020 will 
appear in February 2026. 
 
That will not be the end. CJ has now been delving 
into local queer history before 1960 and hopes to 
produce a further book taking things back to the 
18th century. 

One source of information for the books has been 
the sequence of local newsletters and magazines 
that have  been produced here since the 1970s.  
 
Those who live in Nottingham might assume that 
such publications are replicated in cities of a similar 
size. Not so. In fact, there are few other cities 
which can compare.  We have the following: 
 
Chimaera (1970s-1980s); NOGSOG News 
(1980s); Gay East Midlands (1980s); Diversion 
(1980s); Gay Nottingham (1980s); Metrogay 
(1980s); Outright (1980s-1990s); Outhouse news-
letter (1990s-2000s); QB (1990s-2020s); I’m Free 
(2000s); Notts Rainbow Review (2020s). 
 
Most of these can be downloaded online from ei-
ther the Sparrows Nest or Nottinghamshire’s Rain-
bow Heritage websites.  A collection of some of 
these publications was on display courtesy of Spar-
rows Nest.  

An incidental by-product of the  interviews was that 
some people brought along mementoes and mem-
orabilia and asked whether CJ would like to keep 
them. 
 
People have donated posters, leaflets, badges, 
event tickets and flyers, photographs, documents 
and more.. This growing collection has morphed 
into the Notts Queer History Archive organised by 
CJ with help from Sparrows Nest.  



QUEER NOTTINGHAM BOOK LAUNCH 

Some of the photographs were shown during the 
evening.  They included several of gay venues of 
the past such as La Chic and its successor Part 
Two and also The Palais, which housed a number 
of different nights over the years. 

 
Nottingham’s first (and fairly short-lived) gay club 
was the Parkside club on Station Street. In its brief 
existence it did, however, host Elizabeth Taylor and 
Richard Burton who were in Nottingham for the 
premiere at the Moulin Rouge cinema of their film 
Doctor Faustus. 

As part of the evening, we heard Greg Woods 
(Emeritus Professor of Gay and Lesbian Studies at 
NTU - pictured above) read one of his poems and 
Mike Atkinson (seen below) talk about his coming 
out experiences in 1980s Nottingham. Mike also 
reignited his DJ role by providing some music. 

One remarkable photo captured an astonished bus 
passenger viewing the late Chris Richardson’s ter-
rifying mask of Margaret Thatcher. The event provided a bonus for Notts LGBT+ Net-

work as it formed a fundraiser celebrating their 50th 
anniversary. 



MAKING A SCENE was a 
collaboration between 
Queer Up Duck and the 
Hockley Hustle 2025. 
 
It is a series of portraits by 
queer Nottingham photogra-
pher Katie Bishop and cap-
tures people who have 
shaped Nottingham’s 
LGBTQ+ music scene. Her 
work focuses on queer life 
with a particular emphasis 
on club nights and events. 
 
Those featured in the exhi-
bition were all nominated 
through a public vote. 





On October 27th, King Charles III, who is head of 
the armed forces, unveiled a memorial to lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender military personnel 
at his first official engagement in support of the 
LGBT+ community.  
 
He will hear speeches from serving personnel and 
an address from Ed Hall, chairman of Fighting 
With Pride, which oversaw the construction and 
design, and spearheaded efforts to get justice for 
veterans.  
 
It was illegal to be gay in the British military until 
2000, and those who were gay - or were per-
ceived to be - faced intrusive investigations, dis-
missal and in some cases imprisonment. On top of 
this they faced lifelong consequences, including 
being vilified by family and friends, and losing ac-
cess to their military pensions.  
 
The memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum 
in Staffordshire , is named "an opened letter", is 
dedicated to people from the LGBT+ community 
now serving in the forces, as well as to mark the 
suffering of those who served under the ban. It 
resembles a crumpled piece of paper containing 
words from personal letters which were used as 
evidence to incriminate people. 
 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer said the memorial 
"stands as a lasting tribute to the bravery and ser-
vice of these veterans". 
 
In December 2023, it was announced that veter-
ans who suffered mistreatment under the ban will 
receive up to £70,000 each as part of the redress 
scheme. Veterans who lost their rank can apply to 
have their rank restored and discharge reason 
amended, ministers said.  
 
Affected veterans say the monument signifies 
"closure" after decades of campaigning first to 
change the law, and then to push the government 
to make reparations. Some of those veterans are 
pictured below at a meeting at Whitehall in 2024. 

KING CHARLES UNVEILS LGBT+ ARMED FORCES MEMORIAL 



1975-2025 

Ending a year of celebrating 50 years of Notts 
LGBT+ Network. 

 

It’s a tough time for night-time venues and that 
includes LGBT+ venues. It’s great to see  Notting-
ham’s Pride Shop celebrate its first anniversary, 
but in London, after 25 years, the G-A-Y bar in 
Soho has closed. 

Apparently 61% of gay bars have closed in the 
last decade, but with regard to G-A-Y, one com-
mentator said  
 
“It is right to diagnose the challenges to queer 
spaces, and to Soho, but in this instance it seems 
like a convenient excuse. G-A-Y had a reputation 
for unfriendly bouncers, and only three years ago 
it received a one-star hygiene rating.  Other – and 
older – gay venues further down the street are 
bustling, like Comptons and the Admiral Duncan.”       
 
He went on to say 
 
‘The innate urge of the gays to dress up,  and pa-
rade up and down is always going to keep gay 
bars going – if they’re good gay bars’.   

Are you caught out by the 
growing number of dates on 
the LGBT+ Calendar?  Did 
you miss your “Gay Uncle 
Day”, your “International 
Drag Day” or your “National 
Coming Out Day”? In that 
case, just go to the Pride 
Shop’s website where you 
will find details of all 43.     

 

Search “The big LGBTQ Calendar” on Google, the 
URL refers to 2021, but when opened it is now 2025 



LOOKING FURTHER BACK 

Tony Scupham-Bilton produces the fascinating 
Queerstory Files. He says “LGBT  history for every-
one. No academic gobbledigook. No deep analysis. 
Just queer facts.”   To read more about the Queer-
story Files, go to 
 

http://queerstoryfiles.blogspot.com/.  
 

After over 40 years service in the British army as a 
pioneering surgeon Dr. James Barry retired to 
London where he died. His body was laid out in 
preparation for burial by a woman called Sophia 
Bishop. It was she discovered that James Barry 
was physically female and had successfully hidden 
this secret from the army for decades. When So-
phia was refused payment for her services she took 
the secret to the press. 
 

The revelation that one of the most revered army 
surgeons was born a woman caused quite a stir. 
The army were so embarrassed that they tried to 
suppress James Barry’s military records for a hun-
dred years. Their attempt failed and the world got to 
know James Barry’s secret. 
 

James Barry was baptised Margaret Ann Bulkley in 
Ireland. From adulthood he lived as a man. This 
suited James’ father who managed to enrol him into 
Edinburgh University as a medical student in 1809. 
Women were not allowed to study medicine in 
those days. 

James qualified as a doctor in 1812 and enlisted 
into the army a year later. He rose very quickly to 
become Assistant Surgeon to the Forces in 1815. 
This position gave James the chance to travel the 
world. His first posting was to Cape Province in 
South Africa where he became Colonial Medical 
Inspector. In this role he went to the leper hospital 
at Hermanus (the location of the present Hamilton 
Russell wine estate) and immediately set about im-
proving health care and hygiene practices. 
 
James had a reputation for voicing his opposition to 
many established medical practices wherever he 
went. He even had a big row with Florence Nightin-
gale during the Crimean War over hygiene (she 
then stole his ideas and passed them off as her 
own). 
 
 

 ************************** 
A book, The Secret Life of Dr James Barry: Victori-
an England's Most Eminent Surgeon” by Rachel 
Holmes is available in paperback for about £11. 



GROUP OF THE DAY 

NOTTINGHAM LIONS FC 

Nottingham Lions FC has been making a name for 
itself as Nottinghamshire's only LGBTQ+ football club 
since 2006. The club prides itself on providing an en-
vironment where players and supporters can enjoy 
football regardless of their sexual orientation.  
 

The Lions (originally known as Nottingham Ball Bois) 
have seen many players and supporters join the club 
over the years and have had the privilege of gaining 
a number of honours, including becoming the cham-
pions of the GFSN gay national league for the 
2008/9 season.  
 
Their training sessions take place on every Sunday 
when they don't have any matches. These sessions 
run from 4pm until 6pm at Gresham Playing Fields. 
They say “We encourage people to join and take part 
no matter how much experience or knowledge you 
have of the sport as its never too late to learn.” 
 
They are supported by several sponsors, including 
the Lord Roberts, the New Foresters and the Unite 
East Midlands trade union. In return, they have 
raised money for charities such as Notts LGBT+ Net-
work and Sands, the stillbirth & neonatal death chari-
ty. They have also helped raise awareness of issues 
such as prostate and testicular cancers. 
 
In 2024 some members went to the 2024 Eurogames 
in Vienna. 

They have twice received awards at the Rainbow 
Heritage LGBT History Month Celebration. Firstly in 
2011 (as Nottingham Ball Bois) receiving the award 
from Peter Tatchell 

The second award (now as Nottingham Lions) was 
in 2022 



YOUNG BIRDS FROM STRANGE MOUNTAINS AT THE SCHWULES MUSEUM 
The exhibition “Young Birds from Strange Moun-
tains” at Berlin’s Schwules Museum, features 
exciting, extraordinary works by queer artists 
from Southeast Asia and its Diaspora, particular-
ly those with backgrounds from Thailand, Vi-
etnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Cambodia.  
 
The Title “Young Birds From Strange Mountains” 
is borrowed from a poem by the Vietnamese gay
-closeted poet Ngô Xuân Diệu (1916-1985), who 
was a correspondent member at Akademie der 
Künste during GDR times.  
 
The curators and artists attempt to rebuild and re
-investigate ancestral knowledge as well as en-
gage with multiple archives such as directly 
from Schwules Museum, A Queer Museum Ha-
noi and Queer Indonesia Archive. 

Precolonial roles of queer people as sham-
ans are often neglected, and indigenous tra-
ditions like Ludruk in East Java are fading, 
while Vietnam’s Mother Goddess religion 
(Đạo Mẫu) remains marginalized. Queer 
Southeast Asian spirituality and practices 
are frequently overlooked or misinterpreted 
in Western contexts.  

Many political strides have been made 
recently, such as the re-
cent legalization of same-sex mar-
riage in Thailand or the founding of 
the world’s only Islamic boarding 
school for transgender persons in In-
donesia. However, crucial queer histo-
ries and practices in Southeast Asia 
have been erased or at least rendered 
invisible by nationalist policies.  
 

There is a gap of knowledge about 
queer people and practices in South-
east Asia and its diaspora, both in 
Germany as well as within the region 
itself. This exhibition aims to reclaim 
these overlooked connections and 
bring them to the open discussion.  

MISCELLANY 



LGBT+ AWARENESS TRAINING 

Do you belong to an organisation, a company, a 
group that would benefit from LGBT+ awareness 
training or would like to have a presentation on as-
pects of LGBT+ history? 
 
When Nottinghamshire’s Rainbow Heritage was set 
up in 2008 with a grant from the Heritage Lottery, 
part of its remit was to provide regular training. In 
the last seventeen years training and presentations 
have been provided for over one hundred organisa-
tions and groups. They include: 
 
• 6 hospitals 
• 8 health-related organisations 
• 5 care homes 
• 5 housing organisations 
• 10 schools/colleges  
• 3 universities 
• Notts Sexual Violence Service 
• Notts Police and both local councils 
 
Between 2014 and 2020, the former Police and 
Crime Commissioner Paddy Tipping supported nu-
merous training sessions which included a focus on 
hate crime against LGBT+ people. 
 
The main elements of the training are: 
 
• Getting the terminology right - what the 

"words" mean .. and which words not to use 
• Homophobia, biphobia, transphobia: what 

they are. their frequency, their causes and 
the effects they have   

• Homophobia, biphobia & transphobia in a 
wider context of general prejudice against 
minorities  

• Myths and stereotypes  
• Negative laws and the more recent positive 

changes in the law.  
• “Coming out”: what it means; what it's like to 

be "stuck in the closet" and what happens 
when you come out  

 
There can be an additional focus on issues such as 
 
• Health issues and LGBT+ people's interac-

tion with health care providers  
• Supporting victims of LGBT+ hate crimes; 

why these crimes are under-reported and 
how reporting can be encouraged 

• Same sex domestic abuse/Male rape 
• The special concerns of young LGBT+ peo-

ple and also of older LGBT+ people, particu-
larly those in residential care 

• Local resources and support systems  
 

For further information e-mail  
 

nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 

NOTES AND QUEERIES 

• Actor John Barrowman nearly got the role of 
Will in Will and Grace in 1998. But he lost the 
part when producers thought he was 'too 
straight'  

• The first openly gay doll, Gay Bob, was 
launched in 1977. He had a pierced ear and 
his box was shaped like a closet. 

• While the monocle might have gone out of 
use, it had a huge following in the 'stylish les-
bian circles of the earlier 20th century'  

• Jimi Hendrix pretended to be gay to get out of 
the army in 1962. 

• In early 17th century London, there was a gay 
brothel on the site where Buckingham Palace 
is today  

• The word drag is apparently an acronym, a 
stage direction coined by Shakespeare and 
his contemporaries meaning 'Dressed Resem-
bling A Girl'. 

• Until the late 1400s the word 'girl' just meant a 
child of either sex. If you had to differentiate 
between them, male children were referred to 
as 'knave girls' and females were 'gay girls'. 

• The Royal Navy commissioned a class of fast 
patrol boats during the 1950s which were pre-
fixed with the word 'gay'. Names included the 
Gay Bruiser and the Gay Charger  

• In the early 1980s, the USA Naval Investiga-
tive Service was investigating homosexuality 
in Chicago. Having heard gay men refer to 
themselves as 'friends of Dorothy', they went 
on a futile search for the elusive woman clear-
ly at the centre of a homosexual ring. 

• A brief note in the New Scientist mentioned 
that in a US hospital, the man in charge of 
surgery for penile dysfunction was Steve 
Hardman and his colleague responsible for 
vasectomies was Dick Chop.  

• Joyce Grenfell's biography mentions film actor 
Maurice Flynn, described as "every gay man's 
dream". While filming, he left to go to the lava-
tory and was only found 8 days later painted 
blue from head to foot and playing the ukelele. 

• The first two gay Danish authors who were 
publicly out about their sexuality were Herman 
Bang and Martin Kok.   



Notts Trans Hub, the trans information and support 
service, and Trans Space Notts, the trans social 
and support group are both under the name of 
Notts Trans Hub. They are now registered charity 
number 1199241. They can s be contacted through  
 

trustees@nottstranshub.org 
 

For more details go to 
 

https://www.nottstranshub.org   and 
https://www.instagram.com/nottstranshub 

 

THE LOCAL LISTINGS 

The social group for 
gay men aged 30s 
to 50s now usually 
meets once a 
month. 
 
If this is something 
which interests you, 
contact Notts 
LGBT+ Network for 
more information.  
 
You can sign up us-
ing the mailing list 
on the website  
www.nottslgbt.com 

PRIDE OF MEN GROUP 

Singing Proud Notting-
ham is Nottingham’s 
only LGBTQ+ choir. We 
are a bunch of people 
with varied musical ex-
perience and talent.  

No auditions are neces-
sary and some people 
have a better singing 
ability than others….but 
we enjoy singing togeth-

er, learning and developing  

We meet term times on Thursday Nights at 7.15pm 
to 9.15pm at a venue in Carrington.  We charge  a 
fee of £20 a month (or £10 a month for low/no 
waged).   
 

Contact us at 07448 464938 or e-mail 
 

singingproudnottm@gmail.com  
 

Whether you consider yourself to have no artistic 
talent, are a budding artist or just dabble in crafts 
every so often, you are very welcome to join. We 
will be creating on our own and with each other in a 
calm atmosphere. You are welcome to come for as 
little or as long as you like. Book at 
 

Queer-Crafts.Eventbrite.com 

The Pride Shop        
65 Maid Marian Way 

 
The shop is packed 
with every sort of 
Pride merchandise, 
but it also offers a 
safe and welcoming 
space for LGBT+ peo-
ple who would like an 
alternative to the bars.  
 

 
There are hot and cold drinks and an array of 
cakes. Closed on Tuesdays, otherwise Monday to 
Saturday 10am-7pm and Sunday 11am-5pm, but 
these may change so check first. More info at 

 
0115 8918456  www.theprideshop.co.uk 

 

Septembers meeting will be on Sept. 29th 



Purpose: inclusive social group for all those who 
identify under the LGBTQ+ umbrella.  Age: Over 18 
 

Events: all members can put up events for other 
group members to join them. All events need to be 
approved by group admins to ensure they meet 
group rules and the focus of the group.  
 

A valid Facebook account is required to join the 
group.       https://www.facebook.com/
groups/936928346942338/ 

Proud Forest is the new LGBTQ+ Forest supporters 
group. You can contact them at  
 

proud_forest@outlook.com  
 

and      www.proudforest.co.uk 

A space for LGBTQ+ parents and guardians to ask 
questions, share experiences/knowledge, and plan 
meet ups for our little ones to get together and nor-
malise LGBTQ+ families... our wonderful allies most 
welcome too!   You can find us at 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1141143773051692 

The Outlaws is the LGBTQ+ and allies supporters 
group, for Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club and 
The Blaze.  
 

Our website is currently a facebook group which 
can be found here - https://www.facebook.com/
groups/557658973013935  

Weekly Queer Social.  Meet with fellow LGBTQ+ 
people at The Pride Shop at the Monday afternoon 
4PM - 6PM Queer Social . 65 Maid Marian Way. 



A new queer book group has started. We'll be se-
lecting a book to read every month, focusing on 
LBGTQ+ stories and authors, and meeting up to 
discuss.  Dates and venues vary.  

 
For updates, follow in Instagram at 

@queerbookclubnotts  

READING SOCIAL 

 

If you are involved in starting a new 
group, or if your current group is 

changing how it operates,  
please let us know. 

 

e-mail nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 
OutdoorLads is a friendly group for the gay, bi, 
and trans community to get together to enjoy ad-
ventures and activities.  
 
Our events are run by volunteers all over the UK 
and include walking, cycling, running, hostel and 
camping, water sports, climbing, cultural/heritage. 
We also organise expeditions worldwide. Locally 
Notts is part of our Central England region.   
 
For details go to www.outdoorlads.com 

 

A welcoming LGBTQ+ social event - refreshments 
and chat every Saturday 10.30 to 12pm at the 
“Place to Eat”  John Lewis 3rd floor..  Just look for 
the  table with the golden pineapple on it.  
 

CONTENT CAFE 

There is also Write Queer Online, search 
“Eventbrite  Write Queer Online” 



The Gay Outdoor Club is for everyone in the 
LGBTQI+ community who wants to enjoy outdoor 
activities  
 
Details from www.goc.org.uk/gay-outdoor-club 
 
 

All asylum seekers, refugees and immigrant wom-
en who identify as lesbian or bisexual are welcome 
to join! We meet monthly at: Nottingham Women’s 
Centre, 30 Chaucer Street, NG1 5LP  
 

For more information or directions contact us at: 
lisg.nottingham@gmail.com 07938 556788  

We’re a social and support group for anyone 
on the transgender spectrum, their families, and 
friends. 
 
We have a safe space just outside Nottingham 
where you can be yourself and you – or you and 
your partner, parent or friend – can be sure of a 
warm welcome. We meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 8pm at the Temple Com-
munity Centre, Nottingham Road, Nuthall, Notting-
ham, NG16 1DP.  For details, go to 
 

www.nottinghamchameleons.co.uk 

Weekly 11-16 and 16-25 LGBT+ Groups at Cen-
tre Place, Worksop. We offer confidential one-to-
one and group support providing specialist ser-
vices to young people on a weekly basis.  
 

Providing a safe and non-judgmental place where 
children and young people can be themselves, 
meet new people, make new friends, take part in 
activities and access specialist support from 
trained staff.   
 

Details from www.lgbtplusnotts.org.uk 

Outburst is open to 11-21 year olds, with the 
groups split between Tuesday (11-15) and 
Wednesday (16-21)  5pm-7pm! We'll also have a 
counsellor available in sessions. Open to anyone 
in the LGBTQIA+ community, or anyone who 
thinks they might be.  Base 51 is on Peachey St. 

   

Details from www.base51.org/outburst 

SILVER SAPPHICS 

Silver Sapphics is a new social group for lesbians 
over 55 who want to meet socially and make con-
nections. They meet on the second Thursday of the 
month in the Lord Roberts at 7pm. 
 
Come along and make new friends.   Any enquiries 
contact Jane at          jw8418549@gmail.com  



The aim of Rainbow Vision is to provide a communi-
ty of women where they can engage in conversa-
tion, meet new people, and share their experiences. 
If this sounds like something that interests, just 
search Rainbow Vision Nottingham for their Face-
book page.  

The group meets in Nottingham to discuss books. 
Read a set book and then join in with the discus-
sion group.  
 

At the moment, they meet at the VAT and Fiddle 
12 Queensbridge Rd, Nottingham NG2 1NB, but 
the venue may change. To be added to the 
group’s e-mail list, contact info@nottslgbt.com   
 

On 12th November - we will discuss Flowers for 
Algernon by Daniel Keyes - facilitated by Irene 
 

17th December - The Proof of My Innocence by 
Jonathan Coe  

If you are aged 18 years old or over, have an inter-
est in the arts/an artform and genuinely identify as 
LGBTQIA+ (or questioning), we would love you to 
join us at Nottingham Playhouse. Monthly meetings, 
on tast Wednesday of every month 7pm – 9pm    
 
For more details and to book a space at a session 
search “Nottingham Queer Arts Collective” 

Gay City Bowlers is an 
inclusive LGBTQ+ ten-
pin bowling group 
proud to be running in 
Nottingham. All skill 
levels welcome.  We 
meet at 7pm at Not-
tingham Bowl, then 
play two games before 
heading to the bars for 
a drink and social. 
 

Tickets can be purchased through our linktree in 
the Gay City Bowlers’ Instagram bio and Gay City 
Bowlers’ Facebook page. 

 

Queer Adventure Collective is an East Midlands 
based LGBTQ+ group, bringing people together to 
enjoy the outdoors. For events go to 
“queer.adventure.collective” on Instagram 



LGBTQ+  Magpies is the group for LGBT support-
ers of Notts County football team.     Go to their 
Facebook page at 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Lgbtpies 

The Gay Classic Car Group is the club for all 
LGBTQ+ classic car enthusiasts and their friends. 
We have over 1000 members in the UK and world-
wide who share a common enthusiasm for classic 
cars of all kinds. We organise events all year round.   
 

Info about the East Midlands region can be ob-
tained from 
 

eastmidlands@gccg.org.uk  

Rock Painting Social. Come as you are and enjoy 
an afternoon of painting, chatting, and making new 
friends in a safe, inclusive, and welcoming space. 
We’ll provide the rocks, paints, and all supplies — 
just bring your creativity and an open heart.  
 
Thursdays 4-6pm at the Pride Shop. 



Gay and inclusive Rugby Football club. We train on 
Tuesdays at 7:30-9pm at Nottingham Casuals Rug-
by Club, Canalside, Beeston Rylands, NG9 1NG. 
 
Open to all, regardless of gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, fitness level or ability. No special kit need-
ed.         
 

Contact nottshurricanes@outlook.com  

Meet every Tuesday at 6.30 at the Robin Hood stat-
ue for a 5km run, finishing at the Lord Roberts. 
For more information go to Facebook 
 

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094769503086  

CRAFT & BOARD GAME SOCIAL 

Now every Monday at the Pride Shop 4-6pm. No 
need to book just turn up - bring a craft project, a 
book or a board game of your choice, or choose 
from some we have in our space!  



Each week every Monday from 7.30pm we hire the 
sports hall at:  Samworth Academy, Bramhall Road, 
Bilborough, Nottm NG8 4HY  For more information 
go  to      
 

http://www.badmintonsocial.co.uk/ 
 

ALL-WOMEN’S 
BADMINTON 

Meets each week at  Carlton Forum Leisure Centre. 
For full details contact Notts LGBT+ Network on  

 
info@nottslgbt.com 

Ashfield LGBT+ Hub has organised a regular meet 
up.  There is a weekly LGBT+ drop-in café in the 
Ashfield Health & Wellbeing Centre - Meet new 
people, enjoy a cuppa and have a chat!   

Forest Kickers and Ninja Queens women’s foot-
ball groups meet each week on Tuesday eve-
nings. Details from Julie at 
 

info@nottinghamtrainingservices.co.uk 

This group for bisexuals and allies meets on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month 7:30pm-11:00pm in the room 
at the right of the upstairs Mezzanine bar in Broad-
way, 14-18 Broad Street, Nottingham, NG1 3AL.  
 

For fuller details e-mail  
 

nottinghambitopia@gmail.com  

 
Are you over 55 

Lesbian or bisexual (you don’t have to be a granny) 
Looking to make new friends 

Feeling lonely or isolated 
In or out of the closet 

 
I’m starting a new social/support group in the 

Mansfield/Ashfield District   2nd Friday of the month 
If interested, please e-mail Dee on:  

Dee1.k@icloud.com 
And I’ll get back to you asap 

I look forward to hearing from you 
Confidentially assured! 

 

55+ Women’s Group 



Nottingham Hyking Dykes meet every month, 
usually the third Sunday.  
 

This is a walking/hiking  group for lesbians and 
women questioning their sexuality.   We walk 6 to 
8 miles often in Derbyshire, but also Leicestershire 
and Nottinghamshire. Bring a packed lunch. We 
try and finish at a teashop! For details, go to  
 

www.nottinghamhd.org.uk 

Nottingham Lions FC is a LGBT+ friendly football 
club - see them at  
 
https://www.facebook.com/nottinghamlionsfc 
 

Shell has recently set up this group for non binary 
people in the East Midlands. You can find more and 
contact them on the Facebook page, which is on the 
Home page of the Spencer Trust website 
 

https://www.thespencertrust.co.uk/ 

 
SOMETHING MISSING? 

 
SOMETHING WRONG? 

 
SOMETHING OUT OF DATE? 

 
E-mail nottsrh@hotmail.co.uk 

 
AND WE WILL PUT IT RIGHT 



 

 
The New Foresters 

 
Nottingham’s oldest LGBT+ bar. 

 
20, St. Ann’s Street, Nottingham, NG1 3LX 

 
Has a beer garden./outdoor seating/sheltered 

smoking area 
 

Live music, cabaret, drag, karaoke, dance space,            
late night closing  

 
   0115 646 1459      

 
 https://thenewforesters.co.uk/ 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheNewForestersLGBT/ 

 
The Lord Roberts 

 
24 Broad Street , 

Nottingham, NG1 3AN 
 

Art Deco LGBT+ pub  0115 948 1592 
 

Quiz night every Wednesday       
 
 

Has sheltered beer garden 
 
 

Runs special events in basement bar 
+ DJs and dance space 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lordrobertsnottingham/ 
 
 

NGQ stands for Nottingham Gay Quarter and the NGQ Collective is a collection of safe space bars. They say 
“Our aim is to create a safe space area rather than just individual venues, We aim to do this through working 

in collaboration with each other.”  
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Notts LGBT+ Network 
provides information and support  

 

• By phone  0115 9348485 
• E-mail info@nottslgbt.com 
• Website www.nottslgbt.com 

 

 

THE HEALTH SHOP  
12 Broad Street, Nottingham 

 

We are a small team that specialises in harm re-
duction and health promotion, and we offer ad-
vice and support around substance use and sex-
ual health. We work specifically with people who 
use drugs, people experiencing homelessness, 
people within the LGBTQ+ community and refu-
gees and people seeking asylum. 
 
For more information please contact 07585 
991542 or email healthshop@nottshc.nhs.uk 

 

VICTORIA HEALTH CENTRE 
Glasshouse St, Nottingham, NG1 3LW  

 

A FREE, confidential and friendly sexual health 
service.    Phone 01159 627 627  

 

FIVE LEAVES BOOKSHOP 
14a, Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH 

 

Five Leaves Bookshop maintains a dedicated 
LGBT+ section. The bookshop supports and pro-
motes LGBT+ issues and welcomes people drop-
ping in leaflets and posters advertising LGBT 
events. Phone 0115 8373097  
 

Go to https://fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk/ 

Wed  November 5th Pride & Prejudices 7pm* 
    Five Leaves Bookshop 
 
Friday November 7th Silver Pride 2-4pm* 
    Sobar - Friar Lane 
 
Saturday Nov. 8th Content Café 10.30am* 
    Place to Eat (John Lewis) 
 
Sunday Nov. 9th  Sapphic Sunday * 
    10.30-12.30  Blend Café 
 
Thursday Nov.13th Chameleon Group 8-11pm 
    Temple Centre, Nuthall* 
 
Tuesday Nov.18th Front Runners 5Km* 
    6.30 Robin Hood Statue 
 
Friday November 21st Transinvasion  8pm* 
    The New Foresters 
 
Tuesday Nov.25th Christmas bauble painting 
    Pitcher & Piano 7pm* 
 
Thursday Nov. 27th The Wizard of Nottz* 
    Nottm Arts Theatre 7.30 
 
Friday November 28th LGBT+ Winter Ball  
    Saltbox 7.30pm* 
 
Saturday Nov.29th Bearly Notts 9pm* 
    Hockley Emporium 
 
Sunday Nov. 30th World AIDS Day Service 
    St Peters Church  3pm* 
 
Sunday December 7th Queeratives writing club 
    2pm The Pride Shop* 
 
Monday Dec. 8th  Badminton Social 7.30pm 
    Samworth Academy* 
 
Wed. December 10th  Quiz night 7.30pm* 
    Lord Roberts 
 
Thursday Dec.11th Queer Open Mic night* 
    Hockley Emporium 7.30 
 
Sunday Dec. 14th Rainbow Carols 6pm* 
    St Johns Carrington 
 
Tuesday Dec, 16th Trans Meetup 8pm* 
    The New Foresters 
 
Wed. December 17th Quiz night 7.30pm* 
    Lord Roberts 
 
Wednesday Dec. 31st The Roaring 20s  
    The New Foresters* 

 

NOTTS SEXUAL HEALTH SERVICE 
 

• Phone 0300 131 7010 
• Website https://sexualhealthnn.co.uk/ 
• Walk in at clinics (see website for details) 


