David Vann, Cherokee Chief

By Kristi Reed



WHERE DID
VANN LIVE:

Historical documents place Vann’s
home at the site where my home now
stands.




Sources

e In November of 1834, Thomas Blackburn sold lot 870 to Luke Johnson. The deed
references lot 870 as being the “lot where David Vann’s buildings stand.”

e James Lake, who owned the property from 1849 until his death in 1863, described
the property in his will as the old Vann Place. An account by his granddaughter in
the Lake family history also references it as once belonging to Vann.

e An 1869 newspaper article recounts a trip to Cave Spring via the Selma, Dalton
and Rome Railroad. The author writes about stopping at the depot and seeing the
beautiful Lake House which he described as “once the seat of Indian Chief Vann”.

e National Register listing and multiple other sources reference the property as
being home to David Vann.



What did the house
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We have a very good

description of the house
in the Cherokee
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What it might have
looked like

Two stories high (44'x18’),
weather boarded, painted inside
and out with two rooms on
each floor. It had a 10x10
portico on each side, two brick
chimneys, four fireplaces, a
front door lighted on each side
and above with glass panes and
a brick walled cellar and “the
whole underpinned with rock.”



Running Waters

John Ridge’s home is very similar to the description of David Vann’s house.
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HOUSE BUILDER, AN'D CABI-

NET MAKER.

S. W. WHITE, from the city of
* New York, respectfully informs the
citizens of the Cherokee Nation, that he
intends earrying on the business of HOUSE
BUILDING ﬁND CABINET MAKs
ING in a manner superior to any that haw
been done, & in the most fashionable man-
ner, equal to that of N. York or Baltimore,
and Superior to any work of the kind in
this part of the Country, He will work ag
cheap as any workman, and in a better
manner thancan be done, He has got May
hogany and materials of the best quality,

N. B. He will take apprentices in the
above business, Any native who will
come with good recommendation, and of

steady habits will be received and taught
in the above husiness,

Persons wuhin‘; to build ean be sapplied
e

witha plan end e
may be wanting,

For further information please apply
to Mesrs, David Vann and John Ri ige.
Nov. 12, 1828, 87 .
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What happened to Vann’s house?

Vann’s house had a brick walled
cellar and the house was
“underpinned with rock.”

This wall is in the basement of our
house in what would’ve been the
cellar. It does not match the
construction of the current house.







1800-1825

Son of Avery Vann and Margaret
McSwain Vann

e Nephew of James Vann

e Cousin of Rich Joe Vann
e Father was a planter and a
businessman




Creek and Indian
War

Avery Vann fought with
the Tennessee Militia
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and alongside Major
Ridge.

When David was 14, the
Creek attacked and
burned down their home.







Treaty of Fort
Jackson

In August of 1814, the
Creeks were forced to cede
23 million acres of their
territory (their remaining
land in Georgia and much of
central Alabama) to the
United States government as
part of the Treaty of Fort
Jackson. After this treaty, the
Creek council enacted a law
making any further land
cessions a capital offense.
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Vann and the Creeks

In February of 1825,
Chief William
Mclntosh, another
wealthy planter and
businessman, signed
the Treaty of Indian
Springs ceding a large
amount of Creek
territory to the U.S.



Opothle Yoholo

Opothle Yoholo, one of the Upper
Creeks who had fought against
Jackson urged the Creek Council
to pass and carry out a death
sentence on McIntosh.

By the end of 1825, David Vann
would be working for Opothle
Yoholo and the people who
supported the assassination of
McIntosh-—the same people his
father fought against in the war

and the same Creek faction that
had destroyed his childhood home.




The Job: Help the Creeks Negotiate with the U.S. Government

® $10,000 for Major
Ridge due to the
perceived benefit of
having fought
alongside Jackson

® $15,000 for John
Ridge

® $15,000 for David
Vann

The delegation of 15 Creeks and the two
Cherokees set off for Washington, D.C.
where they stayed at Brown’s Indian
Queen Hotel located on Pennsylvania
Avenue

This began weeks of negotiations
between the Creek delegation and the
U.S. Government.
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“They all shook hands with me
again and took leave—They are
almost all good-looking men—
Dressing, not as the Cherokees
entirely in our Costume; but
somewhat fantastically.”

- President John Quincy Adams



Negotiations between the Creek delegation and the U.S.
Government began on November 30. John Ridge made clear
that the Creeks were willing to negotiate, but would not
exchange their lands for territory in the west. They would
only sell it. The U.S. wanted all of the Creek land within
Georgia, but the Creeks were only willing to cede lands east
of the Chattahoochee River. The impasse continued for
several weeks.



Vann's Portrait

While Vann was in Washington,
Col. Thomas McKenney, the
U.S. Superintendent of Indian
Affairs, commissioned Charles
Bird King to paint the portraits
of prominent Indian leaders.
McKenney believed the Native
Americans were on their way to
becoming extinct and the
portraits were one way of
preserving that culture. Vann
was among those selected to
have his portrait painted by
King.



On January 24, 1826, Opothle Yoholo and the Creek
National Council ceded territory bordering Georgia to the
United States in the Treaty of Washington. David Vann
and John Ridge, who was listed as the secretary of the
Creek delegation, were two of the witnesses who signed
the treaty.



Treaty Aftermath

The Georgians in Congress
were upset that the treaty
overturned some of the
provisions of the Treaty of
Indian Springs. They were
particularly upset about
Vann and Ridge being paid
with treaty money. Vann

and Ridge were accused of
“fraud and bad faith.”




Visit from Richard Blount

Richard A. Blount, who We passed the Cheiokee line, the day
o before yesterday ; and have as yet experi-
had been appointed to a enced no interraption fromthe Indians ; nor,

NGNS AR ot sl have we reason to apprehend any."”
“P.S. August 3d, 1836.—We are now

by Gov. Troup to survey at the house of David Vann, one of the cel- -
the boundary line between [EXUENEEERIRTI UL SN Y UEF STTTH

and, although advanced about 20 miles into
the Cherokee country, the depoitment of
Alabama, visited David the Indinns  has been thus far quite kind
and eonciliatory towards us.

(15” We are about 5 miles from the near
1826. est part of Coosa river ; aud about 10 miles
from Vann's Ferry.”

the state of Georgia and

Vann’s house in August of




senerated using ChatGPT

An Evening with
David Vann

Blount spent the
evening at Vann’s home
where he enjoyed a
dinner of bacon, snap
peas, stewed chicken
and milk. After dinner,
one of the men in
Blount’s party asked if
they could go visit the
saltpetre cave.



‘This Dark Mansion
of the Little Bats’

“We encroached
upon the gloom
above the bats and
put many in motion
and some made
their escape to the
regions of light.” -
Richard Blount




1821

® U.S. assumed all
Creek territory in
Georgia had been
ceded.

® Western boundary
had not been
surveyed leaving
Creeks in possession

of 192,000 acres.

Within a few months of Blount’s visit,
Vann and Ridge were once again working
on behalf of the Creeks., urging them not
to sell their remaining land in Georgia.
This drew the ire of U.S. officials.
Ultimately the Creeks were pressured
into selling the land.



1828

Vann elected clerk
of the Cherokee
National Committee
John Ross elected
Principal Chief of
the Cherokee Nation
Andrew Jackson
elected President of
the United States

MARRIED—On Thursday last, by the
Rev. Mr. Brhan, My. Davin Vawn, Fso
| of High Tower District, to Miss Marrna,

| voungest daughter of Capt, David M’Nair
| of Amohee Distriet.,

Vann married Martha McNair, daughter of David

McNair (who fought alongside Avery Vann during
the Creek War) and Delilah Amelia Vann
(daughter of David’s uncle Chief James Vann).



Gold Discovered: The Georgia Journal, August 01, 1829

So ituppears, that what we long anticipated has
rc.:mo 'o pass at lnst, namely, that the gold rogion of | ¢
North and South Carolina, would bo found to extend
into Georgin ~ And another anticipation of ours will
hmaﬂﬂ_.cump (o pass, namely, that it will be asad
day for Georgia, whon the precious metsls are found
10 uny great abundance in her sil,  "T'he best thing

that tho Legislaturo could do, would ba w prohibit
under severo penalties, the working of any gold or

slver mmes in the State.  “I'hose who live to soe the
rosult will be convinced 10 their sorros that this ad-

vieo is not funded on e slight or partial considera:
tion of the subject,




Certificate of Alraham Birdwell.
ALApANA,
Jackson County, Fenrnary 9, 1930,

I, Abraham  Birdwell, of said State and
county do hereby certify, having beeninio
the State of Georgia, und on iny return home,
througis the Cherokee nation, amd onand with
i the teretory eluimed by Georgin as Creel:
land 5 and on Thursday, the 4th, present in-
“t: mt. had my attentiion atteacted by the
harning of houses, wid by u cmnczm\ of Cher-
oaens, noder the coaunand oft Major Ridge,
a Cherokee Chiet'y oninquiry of il ze, theo!
Mr. David Vann, another leading character
oi the nation, I was mformed that Mujor
Ridge was authorized by John Ross, prinei-
pal L hiel of the Cherokee nation, tothebura-
g and otherwise destroving the honses, &,

secupied by the intruders, saving that they
Ssavin & dstnal Al saciacdinla il iaee: wiil

BEAVER DAM
INCIDENT

In February 1830, the most notable
act of Cherokee resistance occurred
in Vann’s Valley.



Indian Removal Act

In May of 1830, the
United States
Congress passed the
Indian Removal Act
which was signed
into law by
President Andrew
Jackson.




Letter to the People of the United States | July 1830

“Shall we be compelled by a civilized and Christian people, with
whom we have lived in perfect peace for the last forty years, and
for whom we have willingly bled in war, to bid a final adieu to our
homes, our farms, our streams and our beautiful forests? No. We
are still firm. We intend still to cling, with our wonted affection, to
the land which gave us birth, to which, every day of our lives
brings to us new and stronger ties of attachment ... On the soil
which contains the ashes of our beloved men we wish to live — on
this soil we wish to die.”



Vann Description

a “white man,
dressing in the garb
of civilization, well-
educated, well-
informed, and,
indeed, but slightly
tinctured with
Indian blood.”




® David Vann was sent to

secure the release of
Beanstack from the
Carroll County jail in
February.

Vann was arrested in
July. John Ridge was
quoted as saying he had
seen Vann, John West,
Thomas Woodward and
a Mr. McCoy “chained
together in pairs, and
fastened with locks.”

1831 Tensions Continue to Rise
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A Landmark Case

The State of Georgia had passed several laws
aimed at limiting the rights of the Cherokee.
One of these laws was a requirement that
white men living in Cherokee territory had
to have a license. Samuel Worcester and 10
other missionaries protested the license
requirement and Gov. Gilmer ordered them
arrested.

They were tried, convicted and sentenced to
four years of hard labor at the state
penitentiary in Milledgeville.




Worcester v. Georgia

U.S. Supreme Court led by
Judge John Marshall
declared that Georgia had
no right to attempt to
enforce laws within the
Cherokee nation.

Andrew Jackson was
reported to have said:
"John Marshall has made
his decision: Now let him
enforce it."
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The Ross Party

John Ross and his
followers believed it would
be possible to negotiate a
deal with the United States
which would allow the
Cherokee to keep their
property. The Ridges
became increasingly
convinced that removal
was the only viable
solution.



Vann Impeached

In 1834, Vann - along with
the Ridges - was impeached
for “their opinions and
policies that would end
Cherokee life on the land of
their fathers.”

pol peia Mo e s » -
October 2, 1832 E. BOUDINOT.
Thus was the press muzzled and the avenue by which we goul
pach the people closed against us ! Allhough we couldmot get.:
daring in that way, we still persisted-and continued to. give the
nlarm, as oppommmes presented. Attempts were made to dison
he watter in the Councils of the Nation. There were members o
ase Councils who had mdcpendcnee engugh to speaktheir mjnd
at whut was the résult ?  ‘I'hese members, namely, Messrs. Majo
Ru]gc, Jolin Rxdge, and David Vann, were impeacked for ‘boldin
opirions that weré contrary to those enterteined by 2lid autboriligs
Not having access 1o the fecords of ‘the Coaneil, I am not able t
glve a copy of what was proferred as luuuy-lr.hmcul-ht v was
surious paper, The charge was not for uels, but-for opinians. ‘At
proper lime the persons charged demanded’s hearing, and called up
on the Natienal Committee to try-them for {he offence alle
against them. What is a little singular, theiy would not try the
nor withdraw the impeachment, for no other yeason, I apprehend
than that discussion might be elicited, to avbid which seemet to b
their object, while they kept the individouls arraigned heford 4
under censure, and finally to effect their expulsign. &hn Ahey go0
accomplished. “I''apersons lmpuch e lefl the Couslcil in disgu:
This was the second triumph over disenssion. It was enough't
alasm those who foresaw the point to which these things were u- '
ding.
men acting ia this extraordigry way, u
» When those people were purposely .

and truth by which alone they conld beé emblod 1o exereise k¢
will 1n good end beneficial purpdses.

Seon afler this the friends of free dnmon mct. and adopte
the following resolutions as containing gnncxplcq By whu:bth
professed to be actuated.




Though his land had already been given away in the
Gold Lottery and then sold again afterward, David
Vann remained in physical possession of the property
in 1835. Vann was listed in the Cherokee Census as
residing at Cedar Creek in a household consisting of
“Six halfbloods, 13 slaves, 3 readers of English and 2 of
Cherokee, 1 weaver, 1 spinster.”



Treaty of New Echota

The Treaty of New Echota
was signed on Dec. 29,
1835. The Cherokee were
promised $5 million for
their lands and were to
receive 7 million acres in
the west.

David Vann refused to
sign.



1836

» Treaty of New Echota was
ratified by the U.S. Senate by a
one-vote margin. Henry Clay,
Daniel Webster and Davy
Crockett were among those
who protested against
ratification

»The U.S. government sent
Philip Hemphill and James
Liddell to document the
property the Cherokee were
being forced to relinquish.

18317

» The Ridge family headed
west in March of 1837 with

approximately 700 other
Cherokees.
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» An estimated 250 Cherokee
families went west in early
1838. In May, those who
remained began to be forcibly
rounded up to be moved west.
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When did Vann leave his home?

A History of Rome and Floyd County recounts that
Alexander Harper and his sister Elizabeth were
playing “with a lot of pearls and wampum in a
bureau drawer at David Vann’s home” when they
heard someone ask Mrs. Vann if she were not afraid
the “pale-faces” would drive the Cherokee out. She
replied, “No. Right now I could sound the war
whoop and a thousand braves would answer from
forest and field.” The story continues, “Little did she
realize how soon the Indians were to march sullenly
by for the west as Alexander and Elizabeth hung on
” the fence and waved them farewell.”




June 22, 1839 - John Ridge, Major Ridge and Elias Boudinot Assassinated




The ‘Arrival of Distinguished Strangers’

) NANN tonTUus, vinaielvial.
After being elected e 1y e

L O0F DisTisGUISHED STRASGERS . —Julr
4 | - Lewis R IS, 2d( v J"l.'l B".'.Z".
Nation in 1839, Vann 'he Great War Chief, and DaviddVana, Treasure:

treasurer of the Cherokee

» »
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spent two years in ¢ the Cherokee tnbe of Indians, arrived in

hure on Mondav eveninz, and took jodgings at Lne

Washington working

: i | Exchange Hoiel. These geatiemen have bea:
with John Ross, Lewis resident in Waeshington City for the last two vears
Ross and John Benge to i+  and are now on their wav to their gew residen

' ' est of the Mississippi, having succeeded in Saally
settle claims against the y oot aed i succeeced in Daall)
arranging a.l sh2ir dithicuities with the Government.

US. government related  § IR

to the removal.



1843 Election Violence Leads to Near-Fatal Injuries for Vann

re |

Tue Westeny Froxtier.—We have received
the painful intelligence of the death of David
Vann, Treasurer of the Cherokee Nation. lHe
died at his residence at the
of the wounds inflicted upon him by a lawlese
mob on the Sth ult. In the death of Mr. Vann,

| his fricnds, and the nation generally, have met | |

with a great [nss.

We learn that a large number of
different tribes are collecting upon the Arkansas,
near the Santa Fe trail.
that their object is not a good one.
the government will too, ere long, the necessity of
a mulitary post at that pomt and none but |
mounted troops will answer for that service.

..\dL Intel.

We see, and

Saline, on the 2d inst. |

Indians of |

Fears are entertained '

l

David Vann was brutally attacked
during the 1843 Cherokee election
certification at Sam Bell's home.

He was beaten with clubs and hit
in the head with a brickbat.
Several individuals intervened and
were able to prevent John Work
from landing a “finishing stroke
from a bowie knife.” Vann was so
seriously injured that it looked as

if he might not survive.



1844

e Vann was serving his
second term as treasurer.

e Selected as a delegate of
the Clay Club of
Washington, D.C.

e Suffered an “unprovoked,

dastardly and assassin-
like” attack by John Adair
Bell.

THE CLAY CLUBS



There was John Ross with his Seoteh face,
followed by the fat, sldermanie old Llﬂl'(‘man
Richard T nlur hiis gen KHIM“ wew W. X Coos-
ly, and those handsome quadioons  (for they are
hittle more ) Walker, MeVar, l).nul Vann, John
Drew and Richard Field, Then caome ll.c Irea-

ty party, headed by o remarkably hondsome man,
six feet hizh, George W. Adair, their ehief, who
was followed b v that fierce avd brave brother of
the lamented Elhas Doudinot, Stand Watie, Johin
A. Bell, Josephi M. Lyuch, (the Jatter are 3
(.’l"ll['“.‘ of Kkeen mernd hante, e ither of whom
would ever be suspected of having Indian blood,)

1845-1849

Vann was elected to a
third term as treasurer in
1847 and served as a
delegate to Washington
in 1846 and 1849 as the
Cherokee continued to
pursue settlement of
claims against the U.S.
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Letter to John Drew - May 1850




1850 Visit to the Lake House

“I wrote a few lines to Major Richardson
a few days ago requesting him to save me
some peech seed from my old orchard
(those large white peeches) ... Give my
respects to your family and accept for
yourself my best wishes for your health
and prosperity.

Your friend and obt svt, David Vann.”




1851 Visit to Silver Mine

In a letter dated Feb. 2, 1851, William Smith
wrote David Vann concerning their silver
mine in Alabama. The letter references
Vann’s departure from Gunter’s Landing
and Smith’s subsequent acquisition of a lot
they wanted. The letter also mentions that
Col. Cunningham M. Penningham, with
whom he and Vann had traveled with to
visit the mine on Sand River, had taken 8-10
pounds of the best ore they could find in
hopes of getting it assessed.




AW Ll Pt 5 % // 77 catents s 4
L/ﬁv*—rz( 7R vl T eceVityily 2aZot: tiv 27
/7 /’i(&"’ 4% % ’%ZI‘E 4/ dttrw /4444/
‘7“//7, . vy 2o m S ErniZ 2L i
k’l(l/”éot/ &/“/8; e’ lc ZV/ZZ/tQ:xvf / e /ﬁ(,,(_,

% {h¢~ 4/ /dy/zr/ 7t Credy Al es
;y — /R / ' A / ()
p2 // //7 Z7A @ Tree

'-v
&2 ﬂ‘ér\\

Vann Elected to Fourth Term as Treasurer in 1851




1861: The Civil War Begins

David Vann was a slave owner and closely aligned with the
Confederate Party. During the Civil War, he enlisted in
Company C of Drew's Regiment, Second Cherokee
Mounted Volunteers, commanded by Captain John Porum

Davis. This unit was pro-Confederacy and affiliated with
Stand Watie.



December 23, 1863: The Death of David Vann

“He was at home; a party of six men rode up to his house,
just at dark, called him out on the porch, and shot him
through the head just above the left eye. He died instantly.
His wife and daughter were present. The latter walked alone
that night to Mrs. Williams’, from ten to fifteen miles, to
obtain help to bury him. The deed is charged upon six white
men, supposed to be Texans or Missourians.”

- from the papers of Chief John Ross
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's Legacy

Vann




