MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2 at 4:00 pm

As we remember the Last Supper
that Jesus shared with his disciples
before his crucifixion, we will
worship  together and share
together a simple casserole supper
and dessert.

Please sign-up in the Narthex/ MAUNDYTHURSDAY

i snip a few and bring them to worship on Easter
lobby, if you plan to attend. We want to make sure there

is plenty of food to go around. When signing up, please
indicate if you are willing to provide a casserole, bread,
or dessert.

GooD FRIDAY WORSHIP
April 3 at 7:00 pm

At this worship service, we remember our Lord’s !
journey to the cross—the ultimate price that He paid in i
order to give us the gift of ;
eternal life. This is a somber !
service that prepares us for |

the glory of Easter!

of the on-site childcare for their small children.

5 The Vine

Jesus says, “l am the vine, you are the branches.” John 15:5
God has planted a spirit of joy in our hearts. May the Good News of Jesus flourish!

- Bring your
' celebration of Jesus’ resurrection! On this beautiful
i morning, we celebrate — with music and song, and
© wonderful spring flowers, the Good News that our
i “Redeemer Lives!”

Due to the difficult nature ;
of this evening, we encourage parents to take advantage '

R

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
April 5 at 10:00 am

friends and family for this glorious

If you have some fresh spring blooms in your garden,

morning. The children will decorate the Easter Living

' Cross before they move off to Children’s Church where
i they will have an Easter Egg Hunt!

i “Christ is risen...”

He is risen indeed!

LOGOWEAR

These are available in the office:
Women'’s short sleeve V-neck, XL $18
Women'’s short sleeve scoop-neck, med. $18
3 Women'’s long sleeve V-neck, med $22 each
4 Unisex long sleeve T-shirts, XL $25 each
Unisex zippered sweatshirt, L $38

Published monthly by Spirit of Joy Community Church, ELCA; 3126 West Johnston Avenue, Hemet 92545
Office Hours: Mon. & Wed. 12:00 pm — 3:00 pm and Tues. & Thurs. 10:00 am — 3:00 pm

Phone (951) 652-2519

Fax (951) 658-9819

visit us at: www.spiritofjoyhemet.com

FB Users check us out at: Facebook.com/spiritofjoyhemet




Easter Worship Services
Sunday, April 5 at 10:00 am

Spirit of Joy Community Church

LEARNING, SHARING, tr LARING EVENTS...

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP & VOLUNTEER THANKS

Every Sunday morning that we have donut holes for refreshments,
Shirley Schumacher is in the Martha Room getting the them ready for
distribution, along with the coffee, so that all may enjoy fellowship
following worship. Thank you Shirley! Then, there are those
mornings we are lucky enough to have homemade baked treats. Our
deepest thanks goes to Jackie Severa, Shar Wynne, and Betty Kern
for stepping up to delight our taste buds in such a delicious way.

Likewise, the Altar Guild has their bases covered. Thanks to Bruce &
Corinne & Scott Mitchell for their dedication to this weekly task.
Herb & Betty Kern and Judy Addington have been trained to lend a
helping hand when necessary.

Ruth Compton and Josh Caldwell always provide a meaningful and
uplifting variety of music throughout our
worship  experience. The congregation
certainly does appreciate it. Kate Foxworth
has recently implemented the use of our
chimes to enhance our special Sunday
Services. Thank you Kate for enticing children
and adults, alike, to join in the “chorus” of
joyful exultation.

CRAFTY SCRAPPERS
TUESDAYS, APRIL7 & 21 AT 10:30 AM

Whether you are a novice or an advanced scrapper or crafter, this
group is for you. If you knit, crochet, stamp, scrapbook, or do
needlepoint, you are invited to join us.

This gathering will provide a dedicated time for focusing on your
latest project and there will be ample time to visit and enjoy each
other’s company. Be sure to bring your lunch and favorite beverage.

Can’t stay the whole time? No problem...just show up when you can
and leave at your convenience. Mark Tuesdays, April 7 and 21 on
your calendar today. Bring your pictures, paper, stickers, yarn,
needles, and tools and whatever else you may need, and join us for
a wonderful afternoon.
Tricia Wilson,
The Scrappers
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PHONE DIRECTORY UPDATES
Unfortunately, when the new phone directories were
printed, we did not have information on the following
people:

GERRI ENGLEHART
129 LoPEz WAY, HEMET, 92545

MARLEAH FOX
1791 PAPAYA TREE ST.
(909)927-7465

ANNMARIE MARSALONE
8855 STEPHENSON LANE
(909)816-9499

JOHN & JANET OTTOSON
2200 W. ACACIA AVE., APT. W428
(928)776-0350

RODERICK & AMY SINCLAIR
4175 CLOUDWING ROAD
(714)204-2176

Please add their information.

SPRING TIME IS HERE!

And with warmer weather just around the corner, we all
know what that means...It's “FIX-IT” time. All those little
things that we have been putting off because of coldness
can now be completed.

Well, your Church facility is in the same boat. There are
many little things, along with some major things, that
need to be addressed. With some brain storming
between your Church Council and the Property and Site
Maintenance Team, we have come up with a plan in
which everyone may participate.

It is the “Fix-It Fund”. Your donations to this fund will go
directly to repairing things that are in dire need around
our facilities. All you need to do is mark “Fix It” on the
memo line of your check. Your designated gifts will go a
long way toward taking care of the broken things around
the building and allow us to do some preventive
maintenance, all without negatively impacting our
general fund.

If any of you notice something of concern please write it
down and put it in the offering plate or hand it to a
committee person. The committee is currently made up

of Herb Kern, Lyle Roberts, Michael Caldwell, and Josh
Caldwell. If you have skills in this area and would like to
join the team, please let the office know. Thank you!

submitted by Herb Kern

SPIRIT OF JOY BIRTHDAY GIFT LIST

Believe it or not Spirit of Joy just turned 29 years old last
December. Below is a list of list of items (in no particular
order) we are hoping to accomplish by the time Spirit of
Joy turns 30...it"s a five year plan with just over 1/2
year left to go.By donating to the “Fix-It Fund” we
can work together to see how many things we can check
off the list. We’ve made a good start!

Replace/repair current irrigation system
2. Replace/repair light heads on walkway
3. Secure storage bin entry
Update ladies’ restroom
Update men’s restroom
Update nursery restroom
7. Remove all bushes and replace with desert
landscape
Install lighting in courtyard
Secure trash enclosure
10. Purchase benches for walkway and garden area
. Paint Jessi’s Joy Kids’ Center
/ 12. Clean or replace vinyl flooring in hallway &
kitchen
13. Replace carpet in sanctuary
. Install a covering over the office door
15. Purchase memorial stones for the Hesse
Memorial Garden
. Repaint the cross on the side of the building
17. Restripe the parking lot
18. Upgrade lecturn microphone
19. Install a wrought iron fence around sanctuary
20. Complete flagstone walkway to Garden Arbor
21. Install security cameras
22. Plant trees around air conditioning enclosure to
hide barbed wire
23. Purchase engraved stone/plaque which reads:
“Barbara Hesse Memorial Garden”
. Purchase new game table for youth room
. Install new roof



THRIVENT MEMBERS LISTEN UP!

Please double check to make sure your Thrivent Choice
Dollars are directed to Spirit of Joy and that we are
actually receiving them. It has come to the attention of
the office, that many folks who thought their Choice
Dollars were arriving were mistaken. If in doubt, give the
church office a call and they will be able to let you know
If your gifts have been received.

Also, did you know that you have the ability to award
Spirit of Joy $500 annually, and not a penny will come out
of your pocket? Each year, every individual member is
allotted two ‘Action Plans’, to be used for the purpose of
Ministry or Outreach. Each Action Plan is worth $250.

This money could be used to purchase the food for the
Valley Restart Meals we provide the first Thursday of
every month. If you are a Thrivent member, please
contact the office so we can tell you the best time to fill
out your ‘Action Plan.’

Articles for the Vine are due in the office by
Wednesday, April 22 or you can e-mail them to
jazzgen2@aol.com by that date. Thanks for your
cooperation!

THE MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 AT 8:00 AM

The men’s group continues to meet for
breakfast at J&M'’s Restaurant (corner
of State & Stetson) on the third
Saturday of each month at 8:00 am.
Over the past several years, the men
have actively promoted the Dollar on
Sunday project. This project
encourages every member of the
congregation to include an extra dollar
every Sunday in the “offering plate”.

Many have jumped on the bandwagon and it sure has
made a difference. Your gifts have provided significant
financial assistance to the operation of our church. If
you are not yet participating in this project, you are
encouraged to do so.

ALUMINUM PuLL TABS

A few years ago, Herb & Betty Kern took charge of
collecting these ‘mighty’ tabs for the Ronald McDonald
House in Loma Linda. The response from the
congregation has grown to the point that for the past
several years, over 100,000 tabs were delivered
annually. “Why?” you ask; good question. For every
5,000 tabs received, the Ronald McDonald House
provides a FREE radiation treatment to a child stricken
with cancer. That is why we refer to those tabs as
“mighty”. In addition, those tabs are made of a stronger
material than in  the
can. Because of this
enhanced quality, the tabs
are converted to artificial
limbs for children at No
Cosrt!

Please be sure to continue to
save those “mighty” tabs.
You may drop them off in the
office during the week or
simply bring them to worship
on Sunday. Together we can
keep the spirit of mission and
service alive.

®

RONALD MCDONALD
HOUSE CHARITIES

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS...

SCRIP PROGRAM...Did you know that Spirit of Joy has a
scrip program? Yes, we have a multitude of gift cards for
local vendors available in many different denominations.
With the purchase of each card, a small percentage
comes back to Spirit of Joy. What an easy way to give to
your favorite charity without reaching into your pocket.
If you buy groceries, gas, do home repairs or dine out,
consider purchasing scrip (gift cards). Remember, every
dollar counts!

CAN & PLASTIC BOTTLE RECYCLING...Consider bringing
in your aluminum cans and plastic bottles for recycling.
There is a bin in the Martha Room set up specifically for
that purpose. John and Judy Addington have
volunteered to oversee the recycling process. Last
month, they collected over $60. Thank you John & Judy
for stepping up. You are making a difference.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is hard to believe but
Holy Week is upon us!
As | ponder this week
to come, | want to
engage you in a
philosophical question.
If given a plate full of
delicious French fries
along with a side of
nutritious and life-
giving kale; which do
you eat first and most
of? As vyou ponder
deeply, | must point out
that the temptation of this week is to skip to
Resurrection. It is savory to our soul to dwell in a
place of life and hope and not walk the path of
rejection and crucifixion which embody Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday respectively. | would argue
that the life-giving part of Jesus journey is not the
Resurrection itself. After all we serve a God that can
bring life from dry bones and water from stones and
bringing the Son of God back to life is absolutely
within God’s power. What is nourishing to the soul is
knowing what Jesus endured and suffered while at
the same time forgiving and loving all along the way.
Consider the following thought:

“You become a hypocrite when you can't freely
be at peace with others, but you can carry green
palm leaves to church to commemorate "palm
Sunday"! Throw those palm leaves somewhere;
and lay your life down for someone to walk on
and get to the destined land!”

— Israelmore Ayivor

These words stung me hard at first. It is brutal to
think how quickly Jesus went from proclamations of
“Hosanna” to angry petitions to crucify him. In the
same way, we are not truly at peace with ourselves
unless we commit to action and not just ceremony. |
encourage us all first to embrace the entirety of Holy
Week. Sit at the table when Jesus calls out Judas.
Walk beside him as he carries our shame on the Cross
and his friends abandon him. Come to the empty
tomb and rejoice that even if we are hypocrites and
fall short, we still receive the Glory because of Grace!
That said, how we live our lives newly invigorated by
the power of Resurrection matters greatly. This
season is an opportunity to recharge our spiritual

batteries and be the hands and feet of Jesus day in and day
out.

First Thessalonians 4:14 proclaims: For we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him (NIV
translation)

Perhaps if we are not careful, we can become too complacent
and fall asleep at the wheel when it comes to Discipleship. |
am guilty sometimes of focusing on my own problems and
not seeing the hurting person right next to me. Easter is a
bombastic reminder that he is Alive and that the life which
dwells in us is to be shared in all we do! | pray that we can all
wake up with new Hope, Love, and Peace as we witness the
harrowing and triumphant story of Jesus carrying the weight
of all the sin and death in world!

May God’s Abundant Mercy and Peace be with you all!
Pastor Brian

® & 6 6 O O 6 6 o o

A father was approached by his small son who told him
proudly, "l know what the Bible means!"

His father smiled and replied, "What do you mean, you
'know' what the Bible means?

The son replied, "l do know!"
"Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?"

"That's easy, Daddy...", the young boy replied excitedly."
It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.'

® & 6 O O 6 O O O o

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR APRIL

April 5 April 12

Acts 10:34-43 Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Psalm 16
Colossians 3:1-4 1 Peter 1:3-9

Matthew 28:1-10 John 20:19-31

April 19 April 26

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Psalm 23

1 Peter 1:17-23 1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

Luke 24:13-35



March REPORTS

(includes the last Sunday in February)

Financial Attendance
General Fund Building Fund
Income: $ 30,984 $2,197 3/01 — 92 3/08 — 96
Expenses: (22,661) (5,683) 3/15 — 97 3/22 — 73
Difference: S 8,323 $(3,486) 3/29 — 101

Average Weekly Attendance 92

Checking Balance: $ 8,238 Mortgage Balance: paid in full! Scrip earnings S 19.66

Thank you for your contributions in March! Your faithfulness allowed us to continue to minister to the
needs of our Valley and help spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. Yes, your giving makes a difference!

SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS FOR APRIL:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Lay Readers:  04/05...Jackie Severa 04/12...Bev Polito
04/19...Carolyn Straub 03/26...Esther Feigenbaum

0 Ushers: 04/05...Betty K. & Shar W. 04/12...Anthony M. & Dominic D.
\ 04/19...BevP. & Patty G.  04/26...Janet S. & Leslie K.
] —

Communion: 04/05...Bruce & Corinne Mitchell and Leslie Kidder
04/12...Judy Addington, Janet Langemeier, & Roderick Sinclair
04/19...Carolyn Straub, Beth Camarillo, & Betty Bowles
04/26...Herb & Betty Kern and Lyle Roberts

Fellowship: 04/05...Jackie Severa & Shirley Schumacher
04/12...Betty Kern & Shar Wynne

4/05 — Carol Luper 04/19...Shirley Schumacher & Betty Bowles

4/13 — Herb Kern 04/26...Shirley Schumacher & Janet Salters

4/14 — Pastor Brian Welcome Cart: 04/05...Anthony Mendoza  04/12...Tricia Wilson
Kate Rubke-Foxworth 04/19...Anthony Mendoza 04/26...Tricia Wilson

4/18 — Beth Camarillo Video Tech:  04/05...Barbara Gifford 04/12...Herb Kern

4/19 — Melissa Caldwell 04/19...Letitia Bowles 04/26...Melissa Caldwell

4/22 — Emma Rickett JoyKids’ Leader: 04/05...Kate Rubke-Foxworth 04/12...Kate Rubke-Foxworth
4/29 — Letitia Bowles 04/19...Melissa Caldwell 04/26...Jennifer Hanson

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

People frequently ask retired people what they do to make their days interesting. Well, for example, the other day my
wife and | went into town and, upon exiting a store, we noticed an officer writing out a parking ticket.

We went up to him and said, “Come on man, how about giving a senior citizen a break?” He ignored us and continued
writing the ticket.

| called him a jerk. He glared at me and started writing another ticket for having worn tires.

So my wife called him a loser. He finished the second ticket and started the third. This went on for about 20 minutes. The
more we abused him the more tickets he wrote.

Personally, we didn’t care. We came to town on the bus!!!!



WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH
OUR PROPERTY LISTING?

We are jubilant over the unspeakably generous gift from
our beloved Trinity family!

Paying off our mortgage is a dream come true!

Our property listing with Century 21 lasted almost 4
years (from May 2022). During that time, agent
Jeannette Grismer advertised and promoted our
Commercial Acreage wherever possible. She fielded
countless inquiries and Letters of Intent, providing
professional advice as we (Sol's Real Estate/Property
Committee) pursued every prospect.

Finally, one offer was 'doable'. The 'buyer' received a
positive response from the City, our Congregation voted
their approval and we started escrow. Jeannette
shepherded our every step until we were forced to stop.
The buyer withdrew because the City failed to
cooperate.

Our property is now Off Market, praise the Lord! IF all
details are complete, we legally don't owe our agent
anything. . . or do we?

Long ago, our committee members (Dan & Carolyn
Straub, Kenny Kenyon, Steve Schwacofer, Leslie Kidder,
Barbara Gifford, and Pastor Brian) decided we would
personally gift her something if this never panned out.
In our opinions it's not just the RIGHT thing to do, but
the CHRISTIAN thing! What does it say about us and our
faith if we don't?

Would you like to contribute to our gift? Janet Johnson
is crafting a beautiful hand-made quilt for Jeannette, but
we would also like to honor our sister in Christ with a
financial gift of thanks. If you would like to show your
gratitude for Jeannette and her dedication to our
project, just drop your gift in the offering plate with
Jeannette on the memo line by Sunday, April 26. Thank
you, in advance, for your generosity.

Caroly Straub & Barbara Gifford
original Ad-Hock Property Team Members

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP...JESUS WEPT!
Fridays, April 3 & 10...10:00 —12:00
Fridays, April 17 & 24...9:00 —10:30

In partnership with VNA Hospice, Spirit of Joy is pleased
to provide a meeting place for those currently
experiencing grief. Although grief is a very personal
issue, sharing with others seems to help lighten the
emotional over-load that can occur after losing a loved
one.

This meeting is open to the community at large. If you or
someone you know could use a safe space to experience,
share, and/or learn about the grieving process, please let
them know about this group.

QO

Grief Support

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT GROUP
“IMMORTAL DIAMOND”

Tuesdays, April 14 & 28
11:30 — 1:00

In the busyness of life, it’s easy to become spiritually
disconnected. Spirit of Joy is excited to offer this book
study to not only connect with each other, but
encourage each other in our spiritual journeys. Consider
joining us for a contemplative journey through this book
where you will be given the opportunity to recognize and
appreciate your authentic self.

A copy of this book “Immortal Diamond” is available in
the church office. This group is open to both men and
women alike. It is led by Chaplin Mark Ruybalid. We
welcome Chaplin Mark and look forward to hearing the
Good News!



April 2026

un Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
10:00 Grief
Group
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10:00 Easter 10:30 Crafty 10:00 Grief
Worship Scrappers Group
Happy Birthday
Carol L.!
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:00 Bible 9:00 Grief Group |8:00 Men’s
Study 11:30 Spiritual Breakfast Club
Support Group 11:30 Bunco
10:00 Worship Happy Birthday . Happy Birthday
Herb K.! Happy Birthday Beth C.!
Pastor Brian
and Kate F.!

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:00 Bible 10:30 Crafty Vine Articles 9:00 Grief Group
Study Scrappers Due!

are Due! 12:00
10:00 Worship Celebration

6:00 Council Of Life — Linda
Happy Birthday | Meets ) Beeson-McLellan
Melissa C.! Happy Birthday

26 27 28 29 30
9:00 Bible
Study

10:00 Worship

11:30 Spiritual
Support Group

Happy Birthday
Letitia B.!




SPIRIT OF JOY PRAYS FOR...

with new concerns, health and otherwise, including: Constance Reed, Pastor Sergio Mendoza, Regan (Leslie
Kidder’s granddaughter), Lizzy (Janet Salters’ granddaughter), Judy (Marge Buller’s sister), Violet (Marge Buller’s great
granddaughter), Conception (Marge Buller’s friend), Ricky Barajas Sr. (Marge Buller’s freind), struggling countries, and
Pierre’s Bread Basket.

Those with ongoing health concerns and our shut-ins including: Betty Kern, Dan Straub, Jose Ojeda, Lana Andre,
Howard & Esther Feigenbaum, Michael Buller, Jo Neely, Jean Miller, Barbara Rickett, Christina Rickett, Charlie Sams,
Tricia Wilson, Keith & Sue Johnson, Earnest Wilson Jr., Maria Boyd, Mike Caldwell, Gordon Mensch, Pete (9th Shield
Night Supervisor), Mike (the Luper’s son), Judy ( Jennifer Hanson’s sister), Isabel (Janet Johnson’s granddaughter), Richard
(Carolyn Straub’s brother), Vera (Laurel Ojeda’s friend), Noah & Luca Barajas, Tim Acevedo, Janet Beeson, Chelsea (Nancy
Shaw’s daughter), Mike Eoff (Mike Caldwell’s friend), Richard (Marda-Ruth Roberts’ brother), Todd (Mike & Mary Lou Caldwell
friend), George Grijalva (Barb Gifford’s grandson), Connie (Shar Wynne’s friend), Kim (Melissa Caldwell’s friend), Anthony
Pierre & family (Bread Basket), Sakima (Leah Christian’s friend), Tony & Faby (Marge Buller’s friends), Stacy Lynn (Esther
Feigenbaum’s niece), Tim (Mike Caldwell’s friend), Martha Mason (Barb Gifford’s friend), Bob (Shar Wynne’s step-son), Lee (the
Eller’s friend), Jeff (Mike Hanson’s friend), Linda, Shane, Darrell, & Janine (Shar Wynne’s friends), Betty (Marge Buller’s friend),
Paul (Herb Kern’s nephew), John Schenien (Marge Buller’s nephew), Tom Bennett (the Addington’s friend), Leanne (the
Damiani’s family member), Glenn (Bruce Mitchell’s cousin), Mary (Carolyn Straub’s sister), Sue (Betty Kern’s sister-in-law), Paul
(Esther Feigenbaum’s nephew), Gary (the Kenyon’s son-in-law), Neil (Sharon Wynne’s son), Erik (Marge Buller’s Godson), Mary
Ann (Betty Kern’s sister), Brenda (Ashly Acevedo’s friend), Linda (Esther Feigenbaum’s friend), Vince (Betty Kern’s brother),
Jared (Betty Kern’s grandnephew), Rob (Lana Andre’s nephew), Nicole (Kathy Damiani’s niece), Marsha (Esther Feigenbaum’s
sister-in-law), Ryan (Ruth Compton’s grandson-in-law), Joyce & David (Janet Salters’ sister and brother-in-law), Simon (Kathy

Feste’s friend), Kathy (Corinne Mitchell’s friend), Janet (Lana Andre’s sister), Walt Block (Marge Buller’s brother), and Enid
(Marge Buller’s friend).

Those with cancer including: Mary Lou Caldwell, Nancy Eller, Marge Buller, Lyle Roberts Jr., Bob Flavell, Chuck
Buller, Lisa Kramer, Danny McGarry, Debbie Piper, Judy Britain, Fred Taylor, Kevin Baum, Jim, Robert, Kathy, Joseph,
Gary, Gladys, Katie, Louis, Barbie, and James

Those experiencing difficult times and/or seeking employment including: Josh (the Damiani’s nephew), Jon and
returning veterans

For Those Who are Expecting: Selena Guadamez (Barb Gifford’s great-granddaughter)
For Those Who Mourn: Dick Beeson and family mourning the loss of his daughter, Linda

For Our Shut-ins: Charles & Carol Luper, Dick Beeson, Lola Pinder

CELEBRATION OF LIFE CEREMONY

LINDA BEESON-MCLELLAN

Friday, April 24 at 12:00 pm
held at Spirit of Joy Community Church

Luncheon to follow



