Survey Questions – a template for response

In what capacity are you responding to this survey?

As an individual resident

Go to question 8


8. Please give reference number 

333

9. Please give site address

333 – Long Crendon Road, Shabbington, HP18 9HE

10. What is your connection with the site

Local resident

11.Is the site suitable in principle for the proposed use? 
Please tick (✓) one option  
No 


12. Please give the reasons for your answers

Traffic Safety – Site 333 borders Crendon Road which is congested with on street parking frequently reducing it to a single track. It is the only road not affected by flooding. In 2024 Mill Road  at the other end of the village, was closed for 66 days due to floods. This forces all traffic onto the Crendon Road. The road is narrow, in poor conditions making it unsafe for pedetrians and cyclists. 
Access – the fifty metre stretch of the Crendon road in the site plan is on a blind bend, making any new points of access hazardous. The Crendon road has no pavements which are a legal requirement for any future development. 
Transport – the public bus service is poor. There is a near 100% reliance of private cars.
Amenities – Shabbington has a pub, church, village hall and playing fields but no schools or shops. There is pressure on education provision – local nurseries, primary and secondary schools are oversubscribed with waiting lists 
Precedent  - Planning applications (APP/J0405/W/17/3/3191577) were refused  because the environmental harm and lack of sustainable transport outweigh any modest social benefits.

13. What opportunities and advantages could the development of the site bring?

None
 
14.Are there infrastructure issues that would have to be addressed in the development of this site?
Please tick (✓) one option 
Yes

15. If you answered 'yes', please provide further details
Access -  although no access sites have been indicated on the site plan, all potential options have significant line of sight issues and safety issues. Any access would need a clear sight line of 43m in both directions. This would require accommodating mature trees, a blind corner and access to a nearby footpath. Any new access would require a pavement of 1.5 m on the Crendon Road which is a narrow, congested country road with no pavement or cycle lane at present. 
Education –  There are no schools in Shabbington and poor provision locally. The nursery in Long Crendon has a two year waiting list. The primary schools in Long Crendon and Ickford are oversubscribed. The nearest secondary school is in Thame Oxfordshire who are under pressure to exclude children living in Bucks.
Roads – The country roads surrounding Shabbington are narrow and have no cycle lanes or pavements. The lack of public transport results in an near 100% dependence on motor vehicles which will increase if there is further population. This is in contradiction of the Bucks Plan that asserts future development should be located in areas that minimise the reliance on private cars.

16. Other than infrastructure, please provide details of any other potential barriers or challenges relating to development of the site 
Sustainability – the current capacity to meet the needs of the people of Shabbington (energy, food housing) is at its limit. Further development would not constitute sustainable development
Environmental harm – the character and appearance of the area would be compromised. The dependence on motorised vehicles would add further damage to the environment
Community cohesion – the Shabbington community is close knit and supportive. We have a small village hall and church providing many social, educational and physical activities. However their capacity is limited and unable to accommodate any significant increase in population. 

17.Please provide details of any important environmental features on or near the site 
The is development would negatively impact habitats for the many  birds and amphibians who are attracted to the area because of its rural nature and the prevalence of water and flooding. The River Thame Conservation Trust has identified Shabbington as a high priority site for the preservation of the endangered Eurasian Curlew. 

18.Are there any important community assets near the site? 
Please tick (✓) one option 
Yes 
19. If you answered 'yes', please provide details 
The playing field, playground, village hall are within an 800m radius. In the absence of a pavement, this would require any future residents to walk along a narrow, busy congested road for over 70 metres to get to the centre of the village. The hazardous nature of this  would mean the only safe way to access the village amenities would be by car.  

20. Are you aware of any previous promotion of this site for development
Yes

21. If you answered 'yes', please provide details 

Sites 333 been the subject of unsuccessful applications in the past. 
It was also concluded by the Planning Authority that proposed developments in Site 333 would ‘fail to comply with the core planning principles of the NPPF, to recognise the intrinsic character and beauty, to conserve and enhance the natural environment.’ 
‘The proposal would conflict with policy GP35 and would not constitute sustainable development’
22.Have any issues been raised by local residents or businesses in relation to development of the site?
Yes
23. If you answered 'yes', please provide details 
There is great concern  in the village that the proposed development does not constitute sustainable development.  The main issues are - lack of amenities, increased motorised traffic, road safety, poor provision of education, loss of intrinsic rural character, harm to the environment and wildlife.
24.Please provide any further local information or context that you think is relevant to the development of this site
The Parish Council and the inhabitants of Shabbington have written an in-depth assessment of Site 333. The report is fact based, technically detailed and supported by photographic and data evidence. It concludes that the proposed site 333 is unsuitable for development and should be removed from the Local Plan. This report, along with an executive summary will be submitted in addition to this survey.
  End of Survey



