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Minutes of Shabbington Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 15th March 2023 

  

Attendees  

Cllrs Richard Smith (Chairman), Alan Powell (Vice Chairman), Miriam Boswell, Maria Millan, Joe Hardy. 

Helen Spurgeon (Parish Clerk), 1 member of the public. 

 

1. Apologies for absence. 

Cllr Susan Lewin (Bucks Council) 

 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 

Cllr Powell declared an interest in Shabbington Nature Network. 

 

3. Co-option of new Parish Councillor. 

Joe Hardy was co-opted as our new Parish Councillor. Cllr Powell agreed to take on the position of 

Vice Chairman. 

 

4. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th January 2023. 

The minutes were approved and agreed as a true record. 

 

5. Public participation 

An update was given on Shabbington Nature Network (SNN). Two black poplar trees have been planted 
by the river opposite The Old Fisherman. Water testing of the River Thame is ongoing, with a 6 monthly 
report coming up. Work is continuing at the Thames Water treatment works to increase capacity, this 
should hopefully reduce sewage being discharged into the watercourse in Shabbington. It was reported 
that the SNN do not want a passageway down the side of the Millennium Field as this could disturb 
insects. An alternative suggestion is to have a willow labyrinth/mud kitchen/tubular bells instead. 
Whether to have the 6-foot border meadow on the Millennium Field this year will be decided once the 
football pitch is marked out. The SNN asked if they could reclaim VAT on items they have purchased. 
This is possible if they are able to supply a receipt with a VAT number. 
 

6. Matters arising from previous Minutes 

• Wooden kissing gate to Millennium Field. Action: Chairman to organise repair. 

• Painting of container on Millennium Field. A competition for the design needs to be organised 
and advertised in the newsletter. 

• Marsh Road overhanging trees/bushes. A letter has been sent recorded delivery to 3 

properties. 

 
7. Corrrespondence 

• A request has been received for a bin to be installed at the Millennium Field. Action: Chairman 
to send location map for the bin to the Clerk. Clerk to obtain quote from Streetscene. 

• Several reports regarding the overgrown tree which is blocking the footpath at the entrance to 
Lower Farm Close have been received. This has now been cut back. 

• An email was received regarding inconsiderate parking around Marsh Road. The Parish Council 
seeks the cooperation and understanding of all motorists in ensuring that pavements and 
roads are not blocked or restricted by inconsiderate parking of vehicles. 
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8. Leaning tree by Limes Way 

Colin Woolford estimates that it will cost around £3,000 to remove this tree. Action: Clerk to ask Colin 
Woolford who owns the land on which the tree is situated. 
 

9. Neighbourhood Policing report 
No report. 

 
10. Finance 

• The payment runs for February and March were approved as circulated. 

• Accounts to end February 2023, as circulated, were agreed. The bank balance stands at £6,582. 

 

 
 

 
 

11. Planning 

• Local Plan for Buckinghamshire – Infrastructure Baseline. Cllr Powell agreed to respond to the 

questions regarding infrastructure and services and circulate for comment/approval. 

• No new planning applications have been received. 

 
12. Street lighting & street repairs 

The lamppost outside 2 Lower Farm Close has been replaced but now needs a DNO transfer of supply. 

The quote from UK Power Networks is double what we were first quoted on a telephone enquiry. The 

Clerk is in dialogue with UK Power Networks but is currently having trouble getting hold of the contact 

there. 

Payee

Chq. 

No/BACS Detail

Mrs H Spurgeon BACS Net salary Parish Clerk 24 hours £348, office £50, phone wifi software £20 418.00£       

123 Reg DEBIT CARD Building of website 358.80£       

Eldridge Electrical BACS Replace lamppost at 2 Lower Farm Close 928.80£       

Janet Jackson BACS Shabbington Nature Network - bluebell bulbs + swift boxes 233.95£       

Carolyn Willis BACS Shabbington Nature Network - SD card & batteries for trail camera + water testing kits 45.30£         

D.V.P. Waltham BACS Shabbington Nature Network - trail camera 79.99£         

DD payments

Sage DD Payroll software 8.40£           

Total payments 2,073.24£   

Receipts

A Powell DEP Shabbington Nature Network 90.50-£         

SHABBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT RUN February 2023

Payee

Chq. 

No/BACS Detail

Mrs H Spurgeon BACS Net salary Parish Clerk 24 hours £348.20, office £50, phone wifi software £20 418.20£       

Post Office DEBIT CARD 3 x letters 1st class signed for 7.05£           

Janet Jackson BACS Shabbington Nature Network - tree protectors 13.98£         

Bucks Council BACS Dog Waste Service 2022/23 231.50£       

Susan Maddex BACS Replacement AED pads for defibrillator 71.94£         

Live 4 Soccer DEBIT CARD Goal posts 2,915.00£    

DD payments

ICO DD Data protection fee 35.00£         

Sage DD Payroll software 8.40£           

Total payments 3,701.07£   

SHABBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT RUN March 2023
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13. Millennium Field & Pond Garden 

The light in the defibrillator at the Pond Garden is out. It is still fully functioning with the light out. Sue 

Maddex is trying to resolve the issue. 

 

14. Meetings 

No meetings attended. 

 

15. Items for information 

The old goal posts on the Millennium Field will need disposing of. 

 

16. Date of next meeting 

Monday 3rd April 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hut. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm. 


