
 

Curriculum Topic Overview for Year 3 
 

Fiction - Sand Wizards  – setting  
contrasting moods and feelings 
Westlandia by Paul Fleischman – 
vocabulary focus 
Information texts – an entry for  
an A to Z travel guide 
Scripts - A Tune of Lies  -   action, 
stage directions and dialogue 
Instruction Texts – write clear 
instructions about how to make  
a bottle band 
Poetry  
Christmas Story 

English 
Fiction - Smeds and Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson – expressing own view 
point, vocabulary, book review  
A Tale of Two Robots  - write a new 
episode for the story 
Discussion texts  – balanced 
argument – are break times too 
short – fact / opinion 
Poetic language  - a water-cycle 
poem  
Explanations – diagrams, labels, 
symbols 
Fiction - The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes - use of language  

 
Fiction - Mystery story - Smash and 
Grab! –  tension and suspense 
Non-chronological  
reports – headings,  
and sub-headings 
Fiction - The Tunnel – A.  
Browne – dilemma and decisions 
Folk tales – The Enchantress of the 
Sands – paragraphs  
Fairy Tales with a twist – Three  
Little wolves & Big Bad Pig  
                       Biography and  
                       autobiography  – 
                     Roald Dahl – ‘The Twits’ 

 

Art & Design 
 

     art skills – line, shape, colour, form, texture 
     projects -  drawing, painting and sculpture using  
                        pencil, charcoal,  paint, clay – cave art,  
                        hillforts, shields, pots, sculpture 
     artists –    Paul Klee, Piet Mondrian, Vincent van  
                       Gogh, Pablo Picasso, Peter Morris,  
                                                          Antony Gormley 

           
 

Computing 
 

Programming  
Scratch Junior 

 
We are presenters 

Making videos 
 

We are opinion pollsters 
Presenting and analysing data 

  

Design & Technology 
              
 3D designs – clay pots, stone-age tools, roundhouses, 
                         hillforts,  volcanoes, shields 
 
nutrition – healthy snacks and sandwiches 
  
                       mechanical systems - gears, pulleys, cams, 
                       levers and linkages 
 
craft - shadow puppets and hand puppets (sewing)  
 

  Geography 
 
      Volcanoes                                          British Isles 
      Earthquakes                                      Counties 
      Tsunamis                                            Herefordshire 
      Tornadoes             
 
                           Hereford – study of locality – physical 
                           and  human features – local survey  
 
      visit to Belmont Abbey and Hereford Cathedral  

 
   Number 

- count in multiples  
  of 4, 8, 50, 100  
- recognise the value of each digit in 
a three-digit number 
- use columnar method for addition 
and subtraction  
- estimate and check answers using 
inverse operations  
- recall and use multiplication for 3, 
4 and 8 times tables 
- begin to use formal method to 
multiply two digit and one digit 
numbers 

    Mathematics 

       Fractions  
  - count up and down in tenths 
  - find a fraction of quantities  
  - add and subtract fractions with 
    the same denominator  
  - compare and order unit fraction  
  - recognise equivalent fractions  
    with small denominators   
         Measurement 
  - measure, compare, add and  
    subtract length (mm/cm/m),  
    mass (kg/g), capacity (l/ml)  
  - measure the perimeter of  
    simple 2D shapes 
 

 
- add and subtract amounts  
  of money and give change  
- tell time to the nearest  
  minute  using 12 and 24 
  analogue clock including  
  Roman numbers I - XII 
            Geometry  
 - draw 2D shapes and  
   make 3D shapes  
- identify right angles   
  and horizontal and  

        vertical  
        and parallel and 
        perpendicular lines  

  Modern              Languages 
                                          French  
 

France and its language 
Greetings 

Basic vocabulary  
colours, body parts, animals, objects 

Basic sentences – questions and responses 
Songs and Games  

 
 
 

      Physical                    Education  
    
 
              Invasion games    -     Team games 
                                    
              Dance  -   Movement to music 
                                         
              Gymnastics   -  Using apparatus 
                                      
              Orienteering   -  Map skills 

     Music                         Charanga 

 
 

Ukulele Course 
Tuned instrument 

 
Let Your spirit fly 

Singing 
 

Three Little Birds 
Un tuned instruments 

      

   Religious                    Education 

    Homes – Domestic                    Church – Family  
    Promises Baptism/Confirmation – Belonging 
                    Visitors – Advent/Christmas – Loving 
                     Journeys - Local Church - Community 
                     Listening and Sharing – Eucharist 
                    Giving All – Leant/Easter – Giving 
                    Pentecost – Serving  
                    Choices – Reconciliation 
                    Special places – CAFOD                                   
                    Other religions –Islam, Judaism                        

   Science 
Scientific Enquiry  
    Fair Testing  
    Conclusions 
        
        Plants 
Parts of a plant 
Flowering plants 
Life-cycle of a plant 
 
       Humans 
Digestive System 
Teeth 
Nutrition 

                   Rocks                                                              History  
           Types of rocks                                               Pre-history – Britain  
           Formation of fossils                                              Stone Age               
           Soils                                       life in stone age, hunters and gatherers, tools 
                                                          houses, Skara Brae, farmer life, beginning of Britain 
                  Light                              
           Sources of light                                                       Bronze Age 
           Reflection                                                      using bronze for tools  
           Shadow Formation                                               Stonehenge 
                                                                                        visit to St Fagans 
      Forces and Magnets        
          Friction                                                                       Iron Age                                  
          Magnets                                 roundhouses, jobs and tools, hillforts, weapons 
          Magnetic Forces                   and warriors – Celts, timeline of pre-historic  
                                                                                                Britain 

 


