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Why "white" gifts?

The story of White Gift Sunday began in 1903, in Painesville, Ohio, where a woman
was troubled by her children arguing over the value of different gifts. She
suggested that they, together with other children of the Sunday school who were
bringing gifts to church for those in need, should wrap the gifts in white paper. The
uniformity of decoration would obscure the gifts’ value. The idea allowed everyone
to participate in the joy of giving without regard to economic status.

The ideas behind the origin of the White Gifts tradition resonate for us today.
Poverty may be obvious to the attentive observer, but there are many communities
in which poverty goes unseen. Churches continue to play a vital role not only in
making someone’s Christmas with simple gifts, but also in declaring that unseen
needs are not forgotten. This is the joy that Mary expresses in the Magnificat—that
God sees the needs of the people and desires us to rectify injustice, reconcile
relationships, and mend the broken.

We bring what's called "white products” by grocery stores today. Toiletries, and
sanitary items. These are going to the resource pantry because people who are
facing financial difficulties are often have their needs unseen, but there is still a
need not only for food, but for cleanliness and self-care. So we give today to affirm
all people are God's beloved people.




