St. Stephen Catholic Church
Confirmation Program
2026–2027
Dear Confirmands and Families,

We are so excited to journey with your family this year as your son or daughter prepares to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. This is a meaningful and important milestone in their faith life, and we want to make sure both you and your confirmand have all the information needed to be fully prepared. We are so glad to walk this journey with you.
Please read this letter carefully and keep it as a reference throughout the year.
Class Times & Location
Class runs from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. Most classes will be held at the Centennial Park Apartments Clubhouse, 500 S. Centennial Dr., Oak Creek, WI 53154. If a class will instead be held at the church, students and parents will be notified ahead of time.
Meals Together
We will begin each class with a meal together. There is a sign-up genius for families to bring a meal, and families are welcome to team up on a meal if they would like. Whoever signs up is responsible for bringing the food and for cleaning up afterward. If anyone in your family has allergies or food aversions, please notify Dawn as soon as possible so we can keep everyone safe.
Attendance
One unexcused class absence is permitted. If your confirmand accumulates more than one unexcused absence, they will be required to meet with Fr. Stephen to evaluate their commitment and eligibility to continue in the program. Please contact us in advance if there is an emergency or scheduling conflict so that we can work together to keep your confirmand on track.
Choosing a Sponsor
Your confirmand must select a Confirmation sponsor. A sponsor should be a practicing Catholic who is at least 16 years of age, has received the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation), and is someone who can serve as a genuine faith witness and support throughout this journey and beyond.
Once a sponsor has been chosen, the sponsor must complete and return the Sponsor Certificate to the parish office.
Sponsor Certificate Due: November 19, 2026


Sponsor Conversations & Reflection Worksheets
Throughout the preparation year, your confirmand is required to have three one-on-one faith conversations with their sponsor. These conversations can cover any faith-related topic. The goal is to connect, reflect, and grow together in faith.
After each conversation, your confirmand must complete the Sponsor Conversation Reflection Worksheet and return it by the due date listed on the calendar.
Sponsor Formation Night
Sponsors are required to attend the Sponsor Formation Night on Thursday, January 14, 2027. Please share this information with your sponsor as soon as possible. Additional details will be provided closer to the date. If the sponsor is unable to attend, please let us know, as another family member can attend in the sponsor’s place.
Important Deadlines
There are strict dates on the calendar for the following:
· Certificates due — baptismal, First Communion, sponsor, and Confirmation name certificates
· Sponsor conversations
· Volunteer experiences
We take these requirements seriously because they are designed to support your confirmand’s genuine readiness to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. If a deadline is not met by the next class, a conversation will need to be had with Fr. Stephen to see if your child can continue preparing for Confirmation. We share this not to add pressure, but to help every student stay on track and finish well.
The Retreat
The retreat is Saturday, January 9, beginning at 9:00 AM and finishing with Mass. This retreat is mandatory.
Why We Volunteer
Volunteering is at the heart of what it means to live our faith. Confirmation isn’t only about what we learn in class. It’s about becoming people who serve others as Christ did. When your child gives their time at home, at school, in the parish, and out in the community, they begin to see faith as something lived, not just studied. They meet people they might never have met, discover gifts they didn’t know they had, and learn that their presence can make a real difference in someone’s day.
This is meant to be a meaningful experience, not extra work. Please don’t wait until the last minute. Every year someone is scrambling at the end, and it stresses everyone out — the student, the family, and our team. When volunteering is spread out over the year, it becomes what it’s meant to be: a gift, both to those being served and to the one serving.

Volunteer Experiences
Students are asked to fill out their experiences volunteering in four areas: home, school, church, and the community. There are four different worksheets, one for each area.
Many of the volunteer opportunities at our parish can count toward these worksheets wherever they fit. Family events are listed on the calendar, and I will also send out additional experiences by email as they come up.
Parish Volunteer Requirements
· 2 family events
· 1 Sunday event
· 2 Fish Frys
· 1 St. Vincent de Paul
Family events are Religious Education sponsored events. Sunday events are the pancake breakfasts hosted by the Knights of Columbus, usually one in the fall and one in the spring.
St. Vincent de Paul — 3rd Tuesday of the Month
Volunteers are needed to serve meals at St. Vincent de Paul, 931 W. Madison in Milwaukee. Here is what to expect:
· Meet at St. Stephen’s at 3:45 PM.
· Transport the meal to the SVDP site.
· Serve meals from 4:30–6:00 PM.
· If you are serving, you may bring a cap or hat if you wish.
· Please wear closed-toed shoes. Gloves and aprons are provided.
· No jackets are to be worn while serving.
· No shorts — only long pants or capris.
· Return to St. Stephen’s around 6:15 PM.
· Clean up the transport and serving utensils at church upon returning.
Please sign up on our website for all St. Vincent de Paul meal serving.


If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to the parish office. We are here to support your family every step of the way. Thank you for your commitment to this important sacrament.

With gratitude and prayers for a wonderful year,

Fr Stephen, Dawn, Julie & Joe
