St. Paul Catholic Iglesia Catdlica San
Church and Mission Pablo y Misione

4178 Highway 441 South, Douglas, Georgia 31535
Parish Office Phone: 912-384-3560

Church email: saintpaul@windstream.net

Parish Website: www.stpaulmissions.org

Confessions: Thursday from 6:00-7:00pm,
Saturday 5:00-6:00 at St. Paul, or by appointment

Hioly Family Cathelic Church
126 Holy Family Rd., Willacoochee

Administration © Administracion

Parochial Administrator:

December 1 — December 7

Rev. Saimel Perdomo

Tuesday: No Mass
Deacon Ron Milkas

Wednesday: Mass-12:00 noon (English)
Church Secretary: Janet Benton
Thursday: Confessions-6:00pm

Mass-7:00pm (Spanish)

First Friday: Mass-12:00 noon (English) MASS INTENTIONS
Mass-7:00pm (Spanish) INTENCIONES DE MISA
Saturday: November 30 - December 6
5:00pm — Confessions Sunday, Nov. 30 — Dorothy Benton

6:00pm — Vigil Mass (English) Tuesday, Dec. 2 — For Our Parishioners,
Sunday:

Special Intention

8:00am — Mass, Holy Family (English i
= ass, Holy Family (English) Wednesday, Dec. 3 — For the Poor Souls in Purgatory

9:30am — Mass, St. Paul (English)

Friday, Dec. 5 — 12:00 Mass- Jesse Tinajero

12:00pm — Mass, St. Paul (Spanish)

“All of us, in union with Christ, form one | Our Mission | '"Nosotros, siendo muchos, formamos
body, and as part of it, we belong to each Statement un solo cuerpo en Cristo, y en ese
other.” Rom 12:5 Declaracién | cuerpo cada uno esta al servicio de los

de Misién demas.” Rm 12,5
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First Sunday ,/Advent

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

A

We just celebrated Thanksgiving this week and
I hope we all had a wonderful time, with a lot
of goodies of this season. Moreover, I hope
everybody had a chance to reflect and find time
to give thanks to God for his goodness and
blessings. As the Psalm says: it is good to give
thanks to God. Personally, I would like to
thank everybody for the details and wishes you
expressed to me during my birthday. I cannot
be more grateful for that great demonstration of
affection and friendship.

Advent is a season of preparation and
reflection, and one of the signs that reminds us
of this is the wreath. The four candles have
been connected with different virtues, like
hope, peace, joy, and love. During this time of
the year, we also preach and talk about hope
and expectation. The Christian hope is not a
characteristic of the optimistic people (while
the rest are more pessimistic). Hope is one of
the theological virtues, a gift directly from God
to us. Therefore, first of all let us ask the Lord
that we may be always people of hope.

As we light the Advent candles this year, I
would like to invite every parishioner to think
about four particular reasons to be hopeful.
With the first candle let us reflect about the
power of God; we have hope because God is
powerful and can do whatever he wants (Ps
115:3). With the second let us be hopeful
because the Lord is good, and his goodness
endures forever (Ps 100:5). With the third
candle we can set the foundation of our hope

on the certainty that God wants us all to be safe
(1Tm 2:4). As we light the last candle, we
could consider his personal love for each and
every one of us as the heart of our hope, as we
each reflect with Saint Paul and say: He Loved
me (Ga 2:21).

With these four reasons, we will find
inspiration every week to allow the light of the
candles to enlighten our souls to be people of
gratitude and hope.

Fr. Saimel Perdomo

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation)

December 8-Mass Times:
St. Paul—12:00 noon (English)
7:00pm (Spanish)
Holy Family—5:00pm

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

Saturday, December 6 from 9:00am-12:00
we will have Breakfast with Santa in the

St. Paul Social Hall. We’ll have hot chocolate
& fun, and Santa will be available to pose for
photos! There is no admission charge.

On Saturday, December 13th,
St. Paul's Church will hold its
annual Mass and celebration in
honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Mass: 11:00 pm
Celebration: 12:00-5:00 pm
While we all honor the Mother of Our
Lord, come and enjoy plenty of good
food, music, and fun.




Primer Domingo de Adviento
Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

Celebramos el Dia de Accion de Gracias esta
semana y espero que todos lo hayamos pasado
de maravilla, con muchas alegrias propias de
esta época. Ademas, espero que todos hayan
tenido la oportunidad de reflexionar y
encontrar tiempo para agradecer a Dios por su
bondad y bendiciones. Como dice el Salmo: es
bueno dar gracias a Dios. Personalmente,
quiero agradecerles a todos los detalles y
desecos que me expresaron durante mi
cumpleafios. No puedo estar mas agradecido
por esa gran muestra de carifio y amistad.

El Adviento es un tiempo de preparacion y
reflexién, y uno de los signos que nos lo
recuerda es la corona. Las cuatro velas se han
relacionado con diferentes virtudes, como la
esperanza, la paz, la alegria y el amor. Durante
esta época del afio, también predicamos y
hablamos sobre la esperanza y la expectativa.
La esperanza cristiana no es una caracteristica
de las personas optimistas (mientras que el
resto son mds pesimistas). La esperanza es una
de las virtudes teologales, un don directo de
Dios para nosotros. Por lo tanto, ante todo,
pidamos al Sefior que seamos siempre personas
de esperanza. Al encender las velas de
Adviento este afio, me gustaria invitar a cada
feligrés a pensar en cuatro razones especificas
para tener esperanza. Con la primera vela,
reflexionemos sobre ¢l poder de Dios; tenemos
esperanza porque Dios es poderoso y puede
hacer todo lo que quiere (Sal 115:3). Con la
segunda, tengamos esperanza porque el Sefior
es bueno, y su bondad perdura para siempre

(Sal 100:5). Con la tercera vela, podemos
cimentar nuestra esperanza en la certeza de que
Dios quiere que todos estemos a salvo (1Tm
2:4). Al encender la ultima vela, podriamos
considerar su amor personal por cada uno de
nosotros como el corazén de nuestra esperanza,
mientras reflexionamos con San Pablo y
decimos: «Me amo» (Gal 2:21).

Con estas cuatro razones, encontraremos
inspiracion cada semana para dejar que la luz
de las velas ilumine nuestras almas y nos
convierta en personas de gratitud y esperanza.

Padre Saimel Perdomo

Inmaculada Concepcion de la Santisima
Virgen Maria (Dia de precepto)

8 de diciembre - Horarios de misa:
San Pablo - 12:00pm (inglés)
7:00pm (espaiol)
Sagrada Familia - 5:00pm

Desayuno con Papa Noel
El sabado 6 de diciembre de 9:00am a 12:00,
habra un desayuno con Papa Noel en el
saléon social de St. Paul. jHabra chocolate
caliente y Papa Noel estara disponible para
posar para las fotos! La entrada es gratuita.

El viernes 12 de diciembre, dia de Nuestra
Seifiora de Guadalupe, a las 6:00pm,
tendremos un rosario al aire libre. Padres,
por favor, traigan a sus hijos para participar.
A las 7:00pm tendremos misa.

El sabado 13 de diciembre, la Iglesia de
San Pablo tendra su Misa y celebracion
anual en honor a Nuestra Santisima
Virgen Maria.

Misa:11:00o0m Celebracion:12:00-
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~FOR YOUR INFORMATION~

St. Paul will have a Toy Drive to collect new,
unwrapped toys to give children this Christmas
Season. Your donations can be placed in the
designated box in the narthex.

NEXT BAPTISM CLASS
The next baptism class is Wednesday,
December 17 at 6:00pm in the social
hall for parents & godparents who want to
baptize their child.

LA PROXIMA CLASE DE BAUTISMO
La proxima clase de bautismo sera
miércoles 17 de deciembre a las 6:00pm
en el salén social para padres y padrinos.
Esto es necesario antes de que los padres
puedan comunicarse con la oficina para

<eleccinnar ina fecha
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AN ACCOUNT OF OUR STEWARDSHIP

St. Paul

FY Offertory Budget $305,000.00
Received to date 152,909.00
Received 11-23-25 6,189.00
FY Bldg FundBudget 144,000.00
Received to date 13,595.00
Received 11-23-25 185.00

Offertory: Holy Family

Sun. (11-23-25): $444.00

| OUR WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE PRAY FOR
OUR ARMED FORCES

Jose Bardomiano, Brenda Contreras, Sgt. Blake
Downs (N. Carolina), MSgt. Emmanuel
Gamboa (New Mexico), Kristopher Lentz (Fort
Campbell, Kentucky), April M. Martin (Japan),
Michael Martinez, CW3 Jeb S. McKinnon
(USA), Martin Rios, Candise R. Rolerson
(Witchita Falls, TX), Juan Vargas, Erick
Vilches, Octavio Rodriguez, Rolando Chavez

Pray for us that we
may be healed.

Mary Bodnar, James Bookhardt, Benny
Carino, Toby Cash, Maria Gomez, Gilbert
Hernandez, Larry Hinson, Pong Holton,
Tina Hoover, Sandye Jarrard, Norman
Lafond, Roxanne Maini, Kayla Marlow,
Margaret Milkas, Don Nolan, Malou
Navarro, lan Nugent, David Perry, Lou
Pierce, David Powell, Andrew Smith, Gene
Waldron, Ramona Witthoft, A.D. Young,

PLEASE REMEMBER:
No Food to be eaten in classrooms, hallways,
bathrooms, Day Chapel or Main Church—food
may only be eaten in the Social Hall.

No _hay Comida Para comer en las aulas, los
pasillos, los bafios, la capilla diurna y la iglesia
principal--solo en salon social.

CAPITULO PARA LA PROTECCION DE NINOS
Visite la pagina Web de la didcesis para leer el
codigo: www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection o 888-
357-5330.

CHARTER FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN
Visit website: www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection
Or call 888-357-5330 to report knowledge of abuse.



ADVENT

SAYING “YES" TO GOD

The will of God is to make each of us “full of grace,” just like Mary. A wonderfully =g
appropriate Scripture passage for Advent, the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) is a \\g
main patrt of the Christmas story. ~

Christ became human because Mary was willing to yield to m /
“the power of the Most High.” Without Mary’s assent '\ |

at the Annunciation, God’s plan for the Incarnation 3 \‘\ [

would have had to unfold another way. Mary’s co- 7

operation was essential, for God does not force his
creatures to bend to his will. Rather, we are invited to
cooperate with grace

Mary serves as a model for each of us who have also been 1n-
vited to cooperate with God’s transforming presence. Christ ,
can only be born in us if we, like Mary, are willing to say ' t
“Yes” to God’s invitation and open ourself to the life-giving
power of the Holy Spirit. Like Mary, we are all called to nur-
ture and give birth to Jesus so thar he may be born anew in
our hearts and in our world.

1 -~ FHESEASON OF AFFIRMATION

When Mary said “Yes” to God, Christmas became possible. She agreed
to bear Jesus in her womb. During Advent, each one of us needs to be
able to say our own “Yes™ to God as we prepare to celebrate Christmas-—
and bear Jesus in our hearts.

YES to what has been... We affirm that Jesus was truly the Son of
God, our Emmanuel, God-With-Us. We also believe that through his
life, death and resurrection, he saved us from sin and death. Advent

is a time for us to acknowledge that Christ came to save us, and

/
N he did just that by his dying and rising,

YES to what is... God is with us in all the joys and the
A\ sorrows of our lives. More than just a random collection
of atoms, our lives are blessings given to
us by God according to the divine

plan. Advent prepares us to cel

cbrate the presence of God in

our lives and in the lives of oth-
er people, especially the poor.

YES to whatever will be...
Lord of time itself, God presides

over the future, cach tomorrow as

Y well as every millennium. As we

RN yearn for the full coming of the

L N, kingdom of God, our desire for the
»“‘ O coming of Christ gets renewed in Advent.




THE
“O ANTIPHONS"

The O Antiphons refer to the seven
verses that are recited (or chanted)
preceding the Magnificar during Ves-
pers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They
cover the special period of Advent
preparation known as the Octave
before Christmas, December 17-23.
These antiphons form the basis of
the Advent hymn, “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel,” put to music in
15th century France.

December 17—O Wisdom, O holy
Word of God, you govern all creation
with your strong yet tender care.
Come and show your people the way
to salvation.

December 18-—O Sacred Lord of an-
cient Israel, who showed yourself to
Moses in the burning bush, who gave
him the holy law on Sinai mountain:
come, stretch out your mighty hand
to set us free.

December 19—O Flower of Jesses
Stem, you have been raised up as a
sign for all peoples; kings stand silent
in your presence; the nations bow
down in worship before you. Come,
let nothing keep you from coming to
our aid.

December 20—O Key of David, O
royal Power of Israel controlling at
your will the gate of heaven: come,
break down the prison walls of death
for those who dwell in darkness and
the shadow of death; and lead your
captive people into freedom.
December 21—O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of jus-
tice, come, shine on those who dwell
in darkness and the shadow of death.
December 22— O King of all the na-
tions, the only joy of every human
heart, O Keystone of the mighty arch
of humanity, come and save the crea-
ture you fashioned from the dust.
December 23—0O Emmanuel, king
and lawgiver, desire of the nations,

Savior of all people, come and set us
free, Lord our God.

THE SYMBOLS OF ADVENT

The Advent Wreath and the Colors of Advent are probably the most popu-
lar symbols of the season. The Advent wreath is a circular garland of ev-
ergreen branches where four candles (and often a fifth, in the center) are
arranged. During Advent one candle on the wreath is lit cach week repre-
senting the coming of the Lord. The first, second and fourth weeks’ candles
are violet, the primary color of Advent, symbolizing royalty as we await the
birth of Jesus Christ our King. The rose colored candle used during the third
week represents joy as Christmas draws nearer. If used, white is the color of
the center candle, representing the purity of Christ.

Another symbol, The Jesse Tree represents the family tree of Christ as a
member of the royal family of King David, whose father was Jesse. Through
this family history (see Mt 1:6-16), the story of God’s salvation plan is re-
called in the royal line from Jesse to the coming of the Messiah. Each day of
Advent a homemade ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small tree made
of evergreen branches. These symbolic ornaments each represent a family
member, event or prophecy that moves God’s plan to fulfillment in Jesus.

Other symbols include a Nativity Scene (Créche) representing the birth of
Jesus, and often including figures of Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, shepherds,
angels, and animals. Angels, which are significant in the Advent season as
messengers of God’s announcement of Jesus’ birth to Mary, Joseph, and the
shepherds. Evergreens, plants like holly, ivy, and pine represent eternal life
and God’s everlasting love.

FEASTS OF MARY
DURING ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

Immaculate Conception December 8 (December 9th this year). Mary, con-
ceived through an act of love by her mother and father, was born free of
original sin and its effects from the first moment of her existence. This spe-
cial privilege was conferred on her through God’s grace in anticipation of the
Redemption.

Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12. This feast celebrates the apparition
of Mary to Juan Diego in the hills near Mexico City in 1531. Diego’s cloak
bore the image of Mary and has become Mexico’s most popular religious
symbol. This appearance encouraged native peoples to embrace Christianity.

Mary, Mother of God January 1. The Council of Ephesus (431), one of
the earliest councils of the Church, declared that Christ was divine as well as
human and that Mary, therefore, could be called not only as “the Mother of
Jesus,” but also as “the Mother of God.”

e

MASS READINGS FOR ADVENT 2024
1st Sunday Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2; Tuke 21:25-28, 34-36
2nd Sunday Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6
3rd Sunday Zephaniah 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18
4th Sunday Micah 5:1-4; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

Advent: Saying Yes to God © Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press, (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 28-251
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DECEMBER

Month of the Immaculate Concepftion

Month of the Immaculate Conception

Devotion of the Month

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Chosen before time to be the Mother of God Incarnate, Jesus Christ,
God created Mary perfect and full of grace, preserving her from the stain of
Original Sin. Mary Immaculate is the most beautiful fruit of the work of redemption
accomplished by her Son, thereby making her the perfect model of holiness for all
Christians.



ST PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH PRESENTS

BREAKFAST

DELICIOUS FOOD | FESTIVE CRAFTS | PHOTO WITH SANTA

SATURDAY, 06 DECEMBER 2025 | AT 9 AM

000 FREE EVENT 000
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IGLESIA CATOLICA SAN PABLO PRESENTA

DESAUNG

COMIDA DELICIOSA | ACTIVIDADES FESTIVAS | FOTO CON SANTA

SABADO 6 DE DICIEMBRE DEL 2025 | A LAS 9 AM

X X EVENTO GRATIS 000



CAMPAIGN UPDATE

T
HARVEST
of HOPE
COSECHA de ESPERANZA
WE PRAY TOGETHER CAMPAIGN NUMBERS
Heavenly Father, who in Your Thank you to everyone who has made a pledge or a donation to

providence have brought us
together at this time and in this
place, we ask You to guide,

inspire, and bless our Diocese of ST. PAUL. DOUGLAS

Savannah and the Harvest of i ;

Hope campaign. - We currently have 161 pledges and donations
- For a total of $364,862 (The goal is $275,695)

Provide us, Your children, with . . '
s il ot it o, - This is 132% of our total goal!

love, that the seeds we are

planting now will bear abundant HOLY F AMILY, WILLACOOCHEE

fruit for generations.

the Harvest of Hope campaign!

- We currently have 10 pledges and donations

ol j‘;fn;heof““ - For a total of $21,711 (The goal is $21,496)
Lord, I%lay we ﬁnd agnew ;Vay Of > ThiS IS 101% Of our tOtal goal!
belonging to You and to one

another, rejoicing always in Your If you have not pledged, join us in order to make this
generosity. campaign a great success!

We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

As a reminder, the Harvest of Hope campaign is over a 3 year period. If you
pledged, you will be having payment envelopes sent to your address. You will be
receiving these envelopes at the end of September. We will also have payment
envelopes for the campaign here at our church. Don’t forget your payments!

Thank you to our office staft who have done such a wonderful job throughout
the campaign. A special thank you to Fr. Saimel Perdomo, Janet Benton,
Gary Holland, and Nancy Jacobs!

) y oyl . 2 : g4 v‘ i
1 [“”“’7(? seeds for the f”t”r‘ (?/ For more information, please contact our campaign director Bryan Bedoya at
the Diocese of Savannah 512-608-1360 or bbedoya@guidanceingiving.com



ACTUALIZACION DE LA CAMPANA

HARVEST
of HOPE

COSECHA deESPERANZA

ORAMOS JUNTOS

Padre Celestial, que nos has
reunido hoy y aqui en Tu
providencia, te pedimos guies,
inspires y bendigas nuestra
Didcesis de Savannah

y la campafia Cosecha de
Esperanza.

Otorga Sefior a Tus hijos, el
terreno rico de la fe, esperanza y
el amor, para que las semillas que
sembramos hoy den frutos
abundantes para las generaciones
venideras.

Mientras trabajamos juntos por la
venida plena de Tu reino, Sefior,
que encontremos una nueva
forma de ser para Ti y para los
demds, regocijindonos siempre
en Tu generosidad.

Te lo pedimos por Cristo Nuestro
Sefior. Amén.

Sembrando semillas para el futuro de
la Didcesis de Savannah.

ACTUALIZACION DE
LA CAMPANA

NUMEROS DE LA CAMPANA

jGracias a todos los que se han comprometido o han hecho un
donativo a la campafia Cosecha de Esperanza!

SAN PABLO, DOUGLAS
- Tenemos 161 compromisos y donaciones
- Para un total de $364,862 (La meta es $275,695)
- iEsto es 132% de nuestra meta total!

SAGRADA FAMILIA, WILLACOOCHEE
- Tenemos 10 compromisos y donaciones
- Para un total de $21,711 (La meta es $21,496)
- iEsto es 101% de nuestra meta total!

Si atin no te has comprometido con nosotros, jiinete a la causa
para que esta campafia sea un gran éxico!

Como recordatorio, la campafia Cosecha de Esperanza tiene una duracién de

3 afios. Si se comprometio, se le enviarin sobres de pago a su direccién. Los

sobres le llegardn al final de septiembre. También tendremos sobres de pago
para la campafia aqui en nuestra iglesia. jNo olvide hacer sus pagos!

Gracias al personal de nuestra oficina, que han hecho un trabajo maravilloso
durante toda la campafia. ;Un agradecimiento especial para el Padre Saimel
Perdomo, Janet Benton, Gary Holland y Nancy Jacobs!

Para mas informacion, pongase en contacto con nuestra directora de la campana
Bryan Bedoya en el 512-608-1360 o bbedoya@guidanceingiving.com



Jafitee

We Are Pilgrims of Hope

On May 9, 2024 Pope Francis solemnly an-
nounced that the Church’s Jubilee year 2025 “will
be a Holy Year marked by a lively experience of
grace and an opportunity to be renewed in the
hope that does not fade, our hope in God. May
it help us to recover the confident trust that we
require, in the Church and in society, in our in-
terpersonal relationships, in international rela-
tions, and in our task of promoting the dignity of
all persons and respect for God’s gift of creation.
May the witness of believers be for our world
a leaven of authentic hope, a harbinger of new
heavens and a new earth, where men and women
will dwell in justice and harmony, in joyful expec-
tation of the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises.”

“Hope is the virtue that gives inward direction
and purpose to the life of believers so that we may
bear credible and attractive witness to the faith
and love that dwell in our hearts; that our faith
may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and
that each of us may be able to offer a smile, a
small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready
car, a good deed, in the knowledge that, in the
Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who
receive them, rich seeds of hope.”

Our Pilgrimage Journey to and with Jesus

A pilgrimage is both an outer journey to a sacred
place, and an inner journey to meet Christ and
deepen our relationship with him. Thus Pope
Francis desires that this Jubilee Year be a time “to
encourage and sustain the hope that guides our
steps towards the goal of a genuine, personal en-
counter with the risen Lord Jesus, who is not only
the destination of our earthly pilgrimage but also
a constant presence in our lives. [ invite every-
one to place their trust in the Lord who not only
guides us, but is God-with-us, who loves us and
walks with us in every circumstance of life. He
shows us the path of love, lifts us up when we fall
and supports us in our labors, opens our eyes to
see our wretchedness and that of the world, but at
the same time fills us with hope.”




THE MEANING OF THE JUBILEE LOGO:

PILGRIMS OF HOPE

The ofticial logo of the 2025 Jubilee Year shows four colorful pilgrims,

who symbolize all of humanity coming from all directions on their com-

mon journey to Christ. As they embrace each other in unity, Father in heaven,
the figure in front grasps the cross, which is the sign of our g may the faith you have given us
hope that united with Jesus we will also move through \3&1 * in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
our death to new life. The elongated cross also changes :? o 0t and the flame of charity enkindled
at its base into an anchor, which was an ancient sign of ;ﬁ"’ % =) in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
hope because sailors used the anchor to stabilize ships ' ¢ & reawaken in us the blessed hope
during storms. So during the challenges of our daily lives R “:!“N,_’rg for the coming of your Kingdom.
and the events of the wider world symbolized by the rough TiLew
waves beneath the pilgrims, hope keeps us focused on the goal May your grace transform us
of our pilgrimage to draw ever closer to encounter the Risen Christ. into tireless cultivators
of the seeds of the Gospel.
WHAT IS A JUBILEE YEAR? May those seeds transform from within

both humanity and the whole cosmos

The jubilee year (from the Hebrew word yobel, meaning horn, which was : _
in the sure expectation of a

blown to proclaim the year’s beginning) is an ancient Jewish tradition (see
Leviticus 25:8-17, 29-31) of pardon and reconciliation celebrated every
50 years (after a “sabbath of sabbaths,” 7 x 7 years) when the community
imitated God’s mercy and forgiveness by forgiving debts and by each fam-
ily returning to its own land and not cultivating it that year.

new heaven and a new carth, when,
with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

This jubilee tradition was first adapted for Catholics in 1300 by Pope Bon- reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
iface VIII as a universal “year of forgiveness of all sins.” Since that time the a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
“ordinary” jubilee years have usually been at 50 or now 25 year intervals May that same grace spread

(the last was in 2000), with other “extraordinary” jubilee years declared the joy and peace of our Redeemer
for special reasons like that of Mercy in 2015. Jubilee years are character- throughout the earth.

ized especially by prayer, good works, pilgrimages to sacred sites (especially To you our God, eternally blessed,
Rome), cultural events and special indulgences for those who participate. be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

THE HOLY DOOR OF ST. PETER'S
Since the 1500, the ceremonial opening at St. Peter’s Basilica of the usu-
ally locked massive bronze Holy Door (also called the “Door of the Great
Pardon” since its 16 panels portray various biblical scenes of sin and re-
demption) begins each Jubilee Year. After re-

(L sermr

citing specific prayers and invoking the Holy
Spirit, the Pope pushes open the door and
enters the Church, inviting pilgrims likewise
to renew their spiritual journey and cross the

threshold.

The opening of the Holy Door invites the
faithful to embark on a journey of even deeper
faith. Crossing the threshold of the door is a powerful act, inspired by
Jesus’ words in John 10:9, “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will
be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” This passage highlights For more information on the 2025
the transformative experience of entering through the Holy Door, symbol- Jubilee Year of Hope and how you may
izing the decision to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The door serves as participate more fully see the Vatican's
a physical and spiritual gateway, leading pilgrims into the sacred space of Wwiugfizlfmz%t;;ti;ten bl
the church and inviting them to renew their commitment to their faith. ' o

Jubilee 2025 © Copyright 2024 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSainrsPress.com. 28-265
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ST PAUL’S COLUMBARIUM

® St Paul now offers a
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el serene and sacred place
for deceased loved ones.
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“LET US GO TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD”
P.S. 122




MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Meet with the Priest is who is to perform the ceremony
Bring Baptism and Confirmation certificates

Must complete a pre-Cana (marriage) class either through the Diocese
of Savannah, Arch-Diocese of Atlanta or the Diocese of St Augustine.
Complete all necessary forms

At least one of the witnesses must be Catholic.
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First Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M U N ' T v Isaiah 2:1-5 / Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:37-44
Waiting, but Quick!

MIGUEL DULICK

his is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excitement is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the prophet

[saiah sounds like breaking news: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks.” The psalmist announces we are already there: “And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.”
Saint Paul tickles our fancy with another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus himself seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The Lord
“is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it to Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to

have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare not “sleep,” lest we miss him!

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween, the Christmas lights go up, the carols start, fgngTgsow
the “Merry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins. Lent is a time for repentance, alms, and AlIJGTHOR
MIGUEL
fasting. But there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts and stockings with goodies. The DULICK

Church tries to slow us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare the way, led by John the Baptist. So let’s
keep waiting; let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here soon enough. But let’s not be too austere. A
full menu of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let's cheer

each other: Merry Advent! @
Reflect

What can I do to prepare for Christmas mindfully, peacefully, and joyfully?
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Dear Padre,

Is Advent a penitential season?

Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church are “every
Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent” (Code of Canon
Law, 1250). Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas when
Christ’s First Coming is remembered, and this remembrance
directs the mind and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming

at the end of time. (See Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year
and the General Roman Calendar, 39.) While Advent is more
anticipatory than penitential, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops states, “Advent also includes an element of
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penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.” Although,
historically, Advent was similar to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, it was less severe than the
season preceding Easter, and it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The Eastern Church still begins the
Nativity Fast on November 15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our Lord’s coming (adventus in Latin). The Church reflects
this anticipation of Advent through such practices as limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler
liturgical music, and omitting the Gloria at Mass until Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Advent
through such spiritual practices as participation in works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration of the
sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and prayerful contemplation on our Savior’s Incarnation. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
December 1 December 2 December 3 December 4 December 5 December 6 December 7
Advent Advent St. Francis Advent Advent Advent Second Sunday
Weekday Weekday Xavier, Priest Weekday Weekday Weekday of Advent
Is 4:2-6 Is 11:1-10 Is 25:6~10a Is 26:1-6 Is 29:17-24 Is 30:19-21, Is 11:1-10
Mt 8:5-11 Lk 10:21-24 Mt 15:29-37 Mt 7:21, 24-27 Mt 9:27-31 23-26 Rom 15:4-9
Mt 9:35-10:1, Mt 3:1-12
5a, 6-8

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

We are called to offer God’s love to everyone, in

order to achieve that unity which does not cancel out
differences but values the personal history of each
person and the social and religious culture of every
people. Brothers and sisters, this is the hour for love!
The heart of the gospel is the love of God that makes us

CHAZ MUTH / CNS

brothers and sisters.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025
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