
 

Mass	Times 
						Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM          

Saturday Vigil, 4:00 PM                  
Sunday, 8:30 AM. 10:30 AM &  

7:00 PM       
 

Confessions	 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 PM 

 

Holy	Days	 
Please see the Parish Bulletin  

 

Rectory Hours 
Monday — Thursday,  

7:30AM—3:30PM   
 

Friday,  
7:30AM—1:00PM 

 

Rectory	Staff 
Elizabeth	Bravo,  

Dir.	of	Religious	Education 
ebravo@stjosephjoliet.org 

  

Judy	Halsne,	 
Business	Manager	 

jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Scott	Pucel,	 
Facilities	Manager 

spucel@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Kim	Sefcik,	 
Coord.	of	Parish	Services 
ksefcik@stjosephjoliet.org 

 
Park/Cemetery	 
Richard	Cabay,	 

Cemetery	Sexton/	Park	Mgr. 
rcabay@stjosephjoliet.org 
Cemetery:	815-722-6016 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 
 

416 N. Chicago St.  
Joliet, IL 60432 

 

Parish office: (815) 727-9378 
Website: www.stjosephjoliet.org 

 

Fr.	John	Hornicak,	Pastor 
Fr.	Roger	Kutzner,	Parochial	Vicar 

Deacon	Emeritus,	Dave	Raskowski 
December	14,	2025 
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Saturday,	December	13—Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.  Ty Miller (B) (Mike & Lynn Miller) 
  4:00 p.m.  Bill Petersen (A) (Bob Kinmonth) 
  4:00 p.m.  Sharron Zelinski (Charlene & Raul Bravo  
       Family) 
 

Sunday,	December	14—	Third	Sunday	of	Advent 
  8:30 a.m.  For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
       Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
 

10:30 a.m.  Nan Horvatin (B) (Family) 
10:30 a.m.  Daniel E. Stock (Christopher Dennis & Judy) 
   

7:00 p.m.    Patricia & Jerome Levandowski  
       (Ann Levandowski) 
 

Monday,	December	15—	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Patrick Robert Duffy (A) (Family)   
  8:30 a.m.  Mary Tripton (A) (Marianne Phelan) 
     

Tuesday,	December	16—	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Jim Dominicci (A) (Bernardine Russ) 
  8:30 a.m.  Christine Townsend  
       (Denise Davis & Art Cwudzinski) 
 

Wednesday,	December	17—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.   Kevin Hansen (Mike & Beth Hansen) 
  8:30 a.m.   Eunice Ward (Georgene Papesh) 
 

Thursday,	December	18—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Bob Babich (Marlene Pagliei) 
  8:30 a.m.  Eunice Ward (Joanne Papesh) 
 

Friday,		December	19—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Maria Martinez & Luis Martinez (A) (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  Paul Uremovic (Family) 
 

Saturday,	December	20—Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.  Audrey Churnovic (B) (Mike & Lynn Miller) 
  4:00 p.m.  Jaime Ortiz, Sr. (Family) 
   

Sunday,	December	21—	Fourth	Sunday	of	Advent 
  8:30 a.m.  For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
       Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
 

10:30 a.m.  David Hurd (Family) 
10:30 a.m.  Thomas Kemp (Wife & Family) 
   

7:00 p.m.     Cernugel Family (Bernardine) 
7:00 p.m.     Chester Rutkowski (Wife, Bernardine)  

MASS INTENTIONS MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
December	13	&	14 
 

December	20	&	21 

		November	30,	2025	 

			December	7,	2025 
 

 

May	God	bless	you	always	for	your	generosity	 
and	unwavering	support	of	St.	Joseph	Parish! 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
On Saturdays from 3—3:30 PM. Other times upon request. Please 
call the rectory. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism Guidelines 
Must be an active registered parishioner of St. Joseph Parish. 
Call the rectory to set up Baptismal appointment. 
Baptisms scheduled at the Baptismal class. 
  

Sacrament of the Sick 
Celebrated individually upon request.  If someone is seriously ill, 
the person should be anointed.  Please call the rectory. 
  

Sacrament of Marriage 
Must be an active registered parishioner of St. Joseph Parish; 
please make arrangements at least six months in advance. 
  

New Parishioners  
Are most welcome and are asked to register at the rectory or 
online through the parish website. 

Weekly Offering……………...……………………….. $ 6,504.00 

Maintenance & Repair…………………………..… $ 750.00 

Additional ……………………………………………….. $ 425.00 

Immaculate Conception ……………………………. $ 90.00 

 

Flame of Faith 
In Memory Of 

 

Juan	Manuel	Lara 
Arnulfo	Putido 
David	Terdic 

 

Offertory	figures	were	not	available	at	the	 
time	of	the	bulletin	submission.	 

Figures	will	appear	in	a	future	bulletin. 

  4:00 PM B. Schelli L. Michalak, B. Schelli, M. Schelli 

  8:30 AM C. Goetze V. Gale, C. Goetze, T. Osburn 

10:30 AM D. Mackley L. Engelman, C. Kadela, N. Szalinski 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

  7:00 PM C. Gimbel B. Gimbel 

   4:00 PM B. Zelinski D. Dodson, B. Zelinski, D. Zelinski 

   8:30 AM G. Walters M. Bruno, T. Osburn, S. Walters 

10:30 AM S. Orozco G. Dau, V. Gale, J. Orozco 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

   7:00 PM J. Contorno J. Halsne 

Adoration	Chapel	will	be	closed	 
December	15th—January	4th 

Chapel	re-opens,	Monday,	January	5th.  
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Remember	St.	Joseph	Parish	in	your	Estate	Plans 
As stewards of God’s gifts, we have opportunities to 
provide lasting legacies. Imagine the possibilities if every 
parishioner remembered St. Joseph Church, whatever 
the gift amount, in their estate plans. We are often 
solicited by our alma maters, area museums, zoos, 
nationwide non-profit health related organizations, and 
many other non-profit organizations to remember them 
in our estate plans. The Church and its ministries, as an 
important part of our parishioners lives, should be at the 
forefront of your thoughts when designing your estate 
plans.  Your gift to St. Joseph Church is appreciated and 
will be used in accordance to your wishes.   For more 
information, call the Rectory at 815-727-9378. 

🎄St.	Joseph	Seniors	Christmas	Luncheon🎄 
Reservations	for	the	December	luncheon	are	due	this	Sunday	,	Dec.	14th,  

by 5	pm. Please	call Marcia	( 815-922-1225) with your reservation or	cancellation. 
This	luncheon	is	for present members	only. 	Sorry,	No	guests	or	new	member	applicants. 

Mass will be celebrated at 11:15.  Hope all members will attend.  Also, The St. Joseph Academy children will 
be performing during the luncheon.  There is no bingo after the meeting.   

Does	your	child	enjoy	singing?	Here	is	an	 
opportunity	for	them	to	be	engaged	during	Mass	

through	the 
St.	Joseph	Kid’s	Choir 
A	PRACTICE	is	scheduled	for	 

Sunday,	December	21st,	after	10:30	AM	Mass	 
All	children	are	welcome.	 

For more info, please contact Lacey Petrella-Zitko 
at 815-274-3759 or join us in the choir loft on  

Sunday, December 21st, after 10:30 AM Mass, for a 
short practice.  

 

The Kid’s Choir will sing at 10:30 AM Mass on  
Sunday, December 28th. 

Priests for Life invites all believers to celebrate this  
Advent as an “Advent for Life.” 

We encourage you to pray this each day  
during Advent. 

_________________________________ 
 

God of Life,  
We rejoice in the promise of your coming.  

 

You have sent your Son, born in Bethlehem.  
He is the Prince of Peace, and  

The one in whose name all oppression  
shall cease.  

 

May we welcome his coming each day  
And prepare for his coming at the end of Ɵme.  

May we build a culture that welcomes him  
By welcoming every child, born and unborn.  

 

We pray through the same Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

St. Joseph Parish will hold our Advent Penance Service on 
Tuesday,	December	16th, at 7:00 PM, in Church. Several 
priests will be present to hear Confessions. We invite all  
parishioners and their families to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as we prepare our hearts for the birth of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
 

Other opportunities for Reconciliation are: 
 

Deanery	Confessions 
Friday, December 19th 
Cathedral of St. Raymond 
3:00 – 7:00 PM 
 

Our	Lady	of	Perpetual	Help	Parish 
Sunday, December 21st  
St. Mary Magdalene Church 
11:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Altar	&	Rosary	Society	will meet 
Wednesday, December  17th at  
10:30 AM in the Legion Room. All 
members are asked to attend. Mass 
will be celebrated at 11:15. 

“Where there is no love, put in love and you will 
draw love out. “ ~ St. John of the Cross 
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Qualiϔied	Charitable	Distribution	to	 
St.	Joseph	Church 

If you are looking to make a non-deductible donation to  
St. Joseph Parish, you may want to consider a Qualiϐied  
Charitable Distribution (QCD). 
  

A QCD is a direct transfer of funds from your IRA, payable 
directly to a qualiϐied charity, such as St. Joseph Church. If 
you are age 72 or older, IRS rules require you to take re-
quired minimum distributions (RMDs) each year from 
your tax-deferred retirement accounts. Amounts distribut-
ed as a QCD can be counted toward satisfying your RMD 
for the year, up to $100,000. The QCD is excluded from 
your taxable income. This is not the case with a regular 
withdrawal from an IRA, even if you use the money to 
make a charitable contribution later on. Speak with your 
ϐinancial advisor for additional info. 

2nd	Collection	this	
weekend,	 

December	13	&	14	is	
for	the	Retirement	
Fund	for	Religious.	

Thank	you	in	 
advance	for	your	

generosity. 

Parish Events Parish		Events  
 

Gift	Shop	Open 
 December 13th & 14th   
 

Parish	Advent	Penance	Service, 
 December 16th, 7:00 PM 
 

Altar	&	Rosary	Meeting/Mass 
 December 17th,  10:30 AM /11:15 AM 
 

St.	Joe’s	Seniors	Holiday	Luncheon 
 December 17th,  12 PM 
 

Food	Pantry	collection, 
 December 20th & 21st 
 

Christmas	Cookie	Sale, 
 December 20th & 21st, Ferdinand Hall 
 

Decorating	for	Christmas, 
 December 23rd, 9 AM 
 

Christmas	Eve	Masses, 
 December 24th, 3 PM  & Midnight 
 

Christmas	Day	Masses, 
 December 25th, 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

JOIN US AS WE PRAY 
THE ROSARY  
Sunday, December 14th 
after	10:30	AM	Mass	 
St. Joseph Church 
Presented	by	the	Pro-Life	Committee 

 
This Holiday season,  

Buona Italiano’s  
Lasagna is now available 

to simplify your Holiday 
dinner preparations.  Our 
Lasagna is freshly made 

pasta, a choice of meat or 
marinara sauce, and a 

blend of three cheeses- Mozzarella, Ricot-
ta and Parmesan.  It is ready to bake with 
simple baking instructions provided, you 

can enjoy a  
hot, homemade Lasagna straight  

from your oven. 
 

Meat Sauce and Three Cheeses  
Full Pan $115.00    Half Pan $85.00 

 

Marinara Sauce and Three Cheeses 
Full Pan $105.00   Half Pan $75.00 

 
Deadline to place order December 17th  

 
A donation will be made to St. Joseph 
Parish with every Lasagna ordered.   

 

To place your order, call Buona Italiano! at 
(815) 412-0502 or by email  

buonaitaliano@att.net. 
 

You can choose your pick-up time when 
you place the order.  

 
Orders can be picked up at St. Joseph 

Park, 700 Theodore Street, Joliet,  
December 23rd before 6pm or  
December 24th before 3pm. 

 
Thank you for your support! 
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DON’T	MISS	THIS	OPPORTUNITY	TO	 
PURCHASE		A	PERSONALIZED	 

HOLIDAY	GIFT	 
 

St.	Joseph	Prayer	Garden	 
The Prayer Garden was built in memory 
of past and present parishioners, friends, 
and supporters of our Church. The  
garden is open daily during rectory 
hours as well as during the weekend 
Mass times. It is a center of quiet medita-
tion, prayer, and peace.  
 

Brick	Orders	placed	by	January	30th	will	be	 
installed	in	Spring	2026.	 

 

Order forms are available at all entrances, website, 
or in the rectory.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please call the rectory at  
815-727-9378 .  

Join	the	Neo-Catechumenal	
Way	for	Morning	Prayer,	 
Monday	thru	Friday,	 
December	1st—19th 
from	5-6	AM	in	Church. 

St. Joseph Church  
Invites You to Join  
Hallow.com/Pray for 
Advent 

It’s	not	too	late	to	enjoy	an	Advent	Gift	from	 
St.	Joseph	Parish.	 

This Advent gift is FREE to all parishioners.  
 

Enroll	by	following	the	directions	below: 
 

How	do	I	join	my	church	in	the	Hallow	App? 
Hallow’s Church	Tab	makes it easier than ever to dis-
cover your parish, connect with fellow parishioners, 
and join nearby church communities. 
 

Key	Features	of	the	Church	Tab	Experience 
· Nearby	Carousel:	Shows up to 10	parishes	within	

25	miles	of your current location, ordered by prox-
imity. If your location services are off, the app will 
prompt you to enable them. 

· Partner	Parishes:	We will highlight Hallow Part-
ner	Churches	closest to you (up to 10). These are 
veriϐied Hallow partners with active parish pages. 

· Quotes:	Displays rotating parish testimonials, 
showing real stories of prayer in community. 

 

How	do	I	join	my	church	community	in	the	mobile	
app? 
Follow these steps to connect with your parish in  
Hallow: 
1. Ensure that your app is current by accessing the 

Apple App Store or the Android Google Play Store. If 
an update is available, click it to make sure you have 
the latest version. 

2. Tap the Church	Tab, at the bottom of your screen 
3. If you haven’t joined a church yet, you’ll see the Ex-

plore	Screen	with the Nearby Carousel and Partner 
Parish Block. 

4. Tap on your church from the Nearby	Churches	list, 
or search by name	“St.	Joseph”	or	ZIP	Code	
60432. 

5. Tap Join to become a part of your parish communi-
ty. 

6. Once you join, you’ll be welcomed by your parish 
page and can view posts, reϐlections, and prayer re-
quests shared by other members. 

 

If	You	Can’t	Find	Your	Church 
· Try searching by ZIP	Code	or full	parish	name. 
· Make sure you’re spelling the church name exactly 

as it appears in ofϐicial listings. 
· If your parish doesn’t appear, please reach out to 

support@hallow.app with: 
Your church’s name;	Full address; City and ZIP Code 

Prayer for the Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Dear Lord, Give us boldness as we move 
through the moƟons of the holiday season, 
to reflect and remind those around us 
of Your deep and abiding love for them. 
Allow them to encounter Your love, through us. 
Amen.      ©LPi 

We wanted to express our graƟ-
tude to all the Parishioners for 
their extremely generous dona-
Ɵons! We had a goal of selling 
$500 in raffle Ɵckets to support 
Queen of Apostles Catholic 

School for our four kids. We blew past our goal be-
fore the 10:30 am Mass and were able to raise an ad-
diƟonal $240 which we used to help another family 
reach their required goal as well! Thanks again for 
everyone's love and support. Hope all had a blessed 
Thanksgiving, a wonderful Advent Season ahead, and 
a Merry Christmas!  

Sincerely, Nick & Mary Szalinski 
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STOMP! STOMP!  
To Help Save Our Carpet 

  

When the snow ϐlies, salt is put down on the 
sidewalks and parking lots around Church.  
Help save our carpet by Stomp-Stomping your 
feet when you ϐirst enter the Church.  This will 
help the salt to stay near the entries and not 
get tracked throughout the Church.  

 

ST.	JOHN’S	FOOD	PANTRY	 
COLLECTION 

DECEMBER		20	&	21 DON’T	MISS	... 
Pancake	Breakfast 

hosted	by 
Our	Lady	of	Perpetual	 

Help	Parish 
201	S.	Briggs	St.,	Joliet 

 

Sunday,	December	14,	2025 
8:00	AM	until	12:30	PM 
Donations: Adults $10.00      
Kids and Veterans $6.00 

Calling All Bakers! Save the Date for our Parish’s  
Annual Christmas Cookie Sale 

  

We will hold our annual  
Christmas Cookie sale	 

December	20th	&	21st, in  
Ferdinand Hall after  

all Masses.   
 

We	ask	all	bakers	of	the	parish	to	donate	 
cookies	to	this	event.		 

  

Cookies can be dropped off at the rectory  
December 18th or 19th (before Noon) or to  

Ferdinand Hall before you attend Mass. 
 

We	are	grateful	to	announce	that	KSKJ	Lodge	#143,	St.	John	the	Baptist,	has	selected	our	Christmas	
Cookie	Sale	as	their	official	Matching	Funds	event	this	year.	What	doses	that	mean?	KSKJ	will	gener-
ously	match	our	sales	up	to	$1,000,	doubling	the	impact	of	every	purchase!	All	proceeds,	including	
the	matching	funds,	will	directly	support	St.	Joseph	Church.	Thank	you	for	helping	us	make	a	mean-

ingful	difference	this	holiday	season! 
 

Parishioners are invited to purchase delicious cookies to complete their holiday trays.   
By baking and purchasing cookies you will make this a  

successful fundraiser for our parish. 

 

Don’t Miss the Annual	Christmas	Cookie	Sale	
Rafϐle! Tickets are $1 each or 7 for $5. Winners 
will be selected and contacted at the conclusion of 
the Cookie Sale on December 21st.  

 

This year’s rafϐle items include: Potica, Strudel, 
Handcrafted Afghan with Cozy Socks, and 

Staying warm at Home Basket. 

Slovenian	Union,	Branch	20 
 

Thank	you	for	the	generous	donation	of	a	
Christmas	Wreath	for	the	Cemetery	 
Grotto.	Your	kindness	is	appreciated. 

 

“The	King	will	reply,	‘Truly	I	tell	you,	whatev-
er	you	did	for	one	of	the	least	of	these	broth-

ers	and	sisters	of	mine,	you	did	for	me.” 
~	Matthew	25:40 



Saturday,	December	13—	Vigil 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
Second Collection is for Retired Religious 
Gift Shop, Open after Mass 
 

Sunday,	December	14—	Third	Sunday	of	Advent 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
OCIA, after 10:30 AM Mass, OLPH 
Second Collection is for Retired Religious 
Gift Shop, Open After All Masses 
 

Monday,	December	15—	Advent	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, Closed  
 

Tuesday,	December	16—	Advent	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, Closed 
Religious Education Classes,  5:30 PM, St. Joseph School 
Penance Service for RE: 5:45 PM, Church 
Confessions, 7:00 PM, Church 
 

Wednesday,	December	17—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, Closed 
Altar & Rosary Meeting, 10:30, Legion Room 
Mass, 11:15 AM, Park 
St. Joseph Seniors Meeting, Noon, Park 
 

Thursday,	December	18—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, Closed 
Rectory Closing @ 11:00 AM   
 

Friday,		December	19—	Late	Advent	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, Closed 
Prayer Shawl, 9:30 AM, Ferdinand Hall 
 

Saturday,	December	20—	Vigil 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
Cookie Sale, after Mass, Ferdinand Hall 
St. John Food Pantry Collection 
 

Sunday,	December	21—	Fourth	Sunday	of	Advent 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal after 10:30 AM Mass 
OCIA, No classes, Christmas Break 
Cookie Sale, after all Masses, Ferdinand Hall 
St. John Food Pantry Collection 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
12/14/25  Is 35:1-6a, 10/ Jas 5:7-10/ Mt 11:2-11 
12/15/25  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/ Mt 21:23-27 
12/16/25  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/ Mt 21:28-32 
12/17/25  Gn 49:2, 8-10/ Mt 1:1-17 
12/18/25  Jer 23:5-8/ Mt 1:18-25 
12/19/25  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/ Lk 1:5-25 
12/20/25  Is 7:10-14/ Lk 1:26-38 

PLEASE PRAY FOR… 

Those	Who	Serve 
Spec. Rafael Arias, Andrew Bender,  
Sgt. Nikolas Borrego, Lindsey Carroll,  
Matthew Carroll, Cpt. Peter Collins, COL David 
M. Conner, Dylan Crotty, Michael A. Elmore, Michael J. 
Elmore, Mitchell Elmore, LTC Donald Erickson, Holly Erickson-
Gresens, Anthony Gayton, Melissa Gonzalez, Sgt. John M. 
Khandzhayan, Sgt. Mariela Sanchez-Khandzhayan, Wyatt 
Lawson, Jared Anthony Mason, Kannen Mosher, Andres  
Nunez, Charles  B. Ritzler IV, Augie Spoto 

Parking Announcement 
When parking along the north side of Church on Clay Street, 
please	do	not	pull	forward	onto	the	sidewalk.		 Many pa-
rishioners use the sidewalk to enter through the front doors 
of Church.  It is difϐicult to use the sidewalk when cars pull up 
too far.  Please be courteous and allow room for 
the sidewalk to remain clear.  Thank you. 

Our	Sick 
 

Fr. Joe Atcher, O. Carm., Joe Babich, Anthony Bendy, Jen 
Bendy, Judy Bolte, Patrick Briscoe, Stephanie Cavanaugh, 
Erica Ceballos, Tyler Centorbi, Markie Cerda, Joe Cimfe, 
Vijay Devadas, Genevieve Dumyahn, Bruce Eagglhoff, Linda 
Evans, Veronica Fairman, Walter Ferguson, Sharon Boris 
Fonck, Joyce Gajcak, Lois Geary, Roger Gerwatowski, Irene 
Gordan, Carolyn Grady, Jean Haas, Carrie Harth, Andy 
Honiotes, Janet Horvath, Ray Horvatin, Kendall Jackson, 
Jake Jakovich Jr., Bob Keca, Joan Kernc, Patricia Koefoed, 
Gail Kolenc, Michael Kuhel,  Richard Lenzen, Mary Loucks, 
Todd Lukas, Frank Markun, Mary Ann Mavrin, Terry Mey-
er, Greg Munich, Andy  Nunez, Judy Philbert, Sharon 
Planinsek, Rafael Quiroz, Deacon Dave & Jo Raskowski, 
Raymond Reinke, Lorraine Rolih, Nathan Roszyk, George 
Rozman, Julia Sarcletti, James Sefcik, Gavin Springsteen, 
Nancy Sraj, Kathryn Tamayo, Gerald Tezak,  Nasciana 
Thompson, Diana Tyda,  Kristina Valentino, Joyce Vicich, 
Terry & Linda Ziesmer, for those in need of prayers, and 
those who have no one to pray for them.  

 

GIFT	SHOP	WILL	BE	OPEN 
DECEMBER	13	&	14 
AFTER	ALL	MASSES 




