
 

Mass	Times 
						Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM          

Saturday Vigil, 4:00 PM                  
Sunday, 8:30 AM. 10:30 AM &  

7:00 PM       
 

Confessions	 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 PM 

 

Holy	Days	 
Please see the Parish Bulletin  

 

Rectory Hours 
Monday — Thursday,  

7:30AM—3:30PM   
 

Friday,  
7:30AM—1:00PM 

 

Rectory	Staff 
Elizabeth	Bravo,  

Dir.	of	Religious	Education 
ebravo@stjosephjoliet.org 

  

Judy	Halsne,	 
Business	Manager	 

jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Scott	Pucel,	 
Facilities	Manager 

spucel@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Kim	Sefcik,	 
Coord.	of	Parish	Services 
ksefcik@stjosephjoliet.org 

 
Park/Cemetery	 
Richard	Cabay,	 

Cemetery	Sexton/	Park	Mgr. 
rcabay@stjosephjoliet.org 
Cemetery:	815-722-6016 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 
 

416 N. Chicago St.  
Joliet, IL 60432 

 

Parish office: (815) 727-9378 
Website: www.stjosephjoliet.org 

 

Fr.	John	Hornicak,	Pastor 
Fr.	Roger	Kutzner,	Parochial	Vicar 

Deacon	Emeritus,	Dave	Raskowski 
December	7,	2025 
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Saturday,	December	6—Vigil,	St.	Nicholas,	Bishop 
  4:00 p.m.  Michael Bruno (B) (Bruno Family)   
  4:00 p.m.  David Smrekar (Family) 
 

Sunday,	December	7—	Second	Sunday	of	Advent 
  8:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Members of the  
       Holy Name Society 
  8:30 a.m.  Lou Schmidberger (Anne Johnson) 
 

10:30 a.m.  For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
       Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
 

  7:00 p.m.  Fr. John Comerford, O. Carm. (Michalak Family) 
  7:00 p.m.  Sheard Family (Michalak Family) 
 

Monday,	December	8—	The	Immaculate	Conception	of	 
   			the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary 
  8:30 a.m.  Fr. Timothy P. Andres, O. Carm., Birthday  
       Blessings (David & Karen Mackley) 
  8:30 a.m.  Shirley Lambert (Sister, Dolores Lange) 
 

12:15 PM   For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
       Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
 

6:00 PM     For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
      Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
    

Tuesday,	December	9—	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Fr. Timothy P. Andres, O. Carm., Birthday Wishes  
       (Jim Armbruster & Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  Robert Dobczyk, Sr. (B) (Wife & Family) 
 

Wednesday,	December	10—	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.   Ines Borrego (A) & Raul Garcia (A) (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  Charlotte Stefanich (Nancy Futterer) 
 

Thursday,	December	11—	Advent	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Dorothy Armbruster (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  Anthony Dragovan (Bernardine Russ) 
 

Friday,		December	12—	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe 
  8:30 a.m.  Jack Facinelli (Mayra Rubio) 
  8:30 a.m.  Special Intention (Ray & Annette Koncar) 
 

Saturday,	December	13—Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.  Ty Miller (B) (Mike & Lynn Miller) 
  4:00 p.m.  Bill Petersen (A) (Bob Kinmonth) 
  4:00 p.m.  Sharron Zelinski (Charlene & Raul Bravo  
       Family) 
 

Sunday,	December	14—	Third	Sunday	of	Advent 
  8:30 a.m.  For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
       Deceased (Pro Popolo)    
 

10:30 a.m.  Nan Horvatin (B) (Family) 
10:30 a.m.  Daniel E. Stock (Christopher Dennis & Judy) 
   

7:00 p.m.    Patricia & Jerome Levandowski  
       (Ann Levandowski) 

MASS INTENTIONS MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
December	6	&	7 
 

December	8—The	Immaculate	Conception 
 

December	13	&	14 

		November	23,	2025	 

 

May	God	bless	you	always	for	your	generosity	 
and	unwavering	support	of	St.	Joseph	Parish! 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

Weekly Offering……………...……………………….. $ 8,386.00 

Maintenance & Repair…………………………..… $ 540.00 

Additional ……………………………………………….. $ 940.00 

 

Flame of Faith 
In Memory Of 

 

Helen	August 
Theresa	Augustyniak 

Mary	Terdic 

 

  4:00 PM B. Zelinski D. Dodson, B. Zelinski, D. Zelinski 

  8:30 AM G. Walters M. Bruno, T. Osburn, S. Walters 

10:30 AM S. Orozco G. Dau, V. Gale, J. Orozco 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

  7:00 PM J. Contorno J. Halsne 

   4:00 PM M. Mijan A. Camacho, K. Sefcik, B. Strahanoski 

   8:30 AM M. Budzinski V. Gale, A. Koncar, S. Walters 

10:30 AM J. Hostert L. Engelman, D. Mackley, C. Kadela 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

   7:00 PM P. Draksler B. Schelli, M. Schelli 

Solemnity	of	the	 
Immaculate	Conception 

December 8, 2025 
8:30 AM, 12:15 PM, & 6:00 PM 

 

The Feast Day of  the Immaculate Conception is a 
Holy Day of Obligation. 

  

Parishioners	are	encourage		to	show	your	 
devotion	to	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mother	by	attending	

Mass	on	December	8th.	 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

  8:30 AM D. Mackley J. Halsne, V. Gale 

12:15 PM M. Mijan L. Engelman, K. Sefcik 

6:00 PM S. Vanisko K. Sefcik, B. Strahanoski,  
1 EM Needed 
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Let	RaiseRight	Gift	Cards	Help	

You	Christmas	Shop 
Order your holiday gift cards through  
St. Joe’s Parish and you will earn rebates for 
the parish!  Order forms are located at all 
Church entrances.  
 
You can also access the site online through the homepage of 
the parish website, www.stjosephjoliet.org.  

  

Christmas	orders	must	be	placed	no	later	 
than	December	12th. 

  

Save	Gasoline.				Save	Time.				Shop	RaiseRight. 

Parish Events Parish		Events  
Solemnity	of	the	Immaculate	Conception,	 
 (	a	Holy	Day	of	Obligation),	 
 December 8th, 8:30 AM, 12:15 PM, 6:00 PM 
 

Gift	Shop	Open 
 December 6th & 7th and 13th & 14th   
 

Parish	Advent	Penance	Service, 
 December 16th, 7:00 PM 
 

Altar	&	Rosary	Meeting/	Mass 
 December 17th,  10:30 AM /11:15 AM 
 

St.	Joe’s	Seniors	Holiday	Luncheon 
 December 17th,  12 PM 
 

Food	Pantry	collection, 
 December 20th & 21st 
 

Christmas	Cookie	Sale, 
 December 20th & 21st, Ferdinand Hall 
 

Decorating	for	Christmas, 
 December 23rd, 9 AM 
 

Christmas	Eve	Masses, 
 December 24th, 3 PM  & Midnight 
 

Christmas	Day	Masses, 
 December 25th, 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM 

Join	the	Neo-Catechumenal	
Way	for	Morning	Prayer,	 
Monday	thru	Friday,	 
December	1st—19th 
from	5-6	AM	in	Church. 

“therefore, by the authority which Christ 
conferred upon peter and his successors,...I 

declare that direct abortion, that is,  
abortion willed as an end or as a means,  

always constitutes a grave moral disorder, 
since it is the deliberate killing of an  

innocent human being.”  
~ Pope john paul II—Evangelium Vitae’ 



We	welcome	the	following	individuals	into	our	 
parish	family.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	guide	them	

throughout	their	lives	and	may	our	gracious	and	 
loving	God	bless	them	always. 

 

Robert	A.	Strahanoski 

New Parishioners 
JOIN US AS WE PRAY 
THE ROSARY  
Sunday, December 14th 
after	10:30	AM	Mass	 
St. Joseph Church 
Presented	by	the	Pro-Life	Committee 
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St.	Joseph	Holy	Name	Society	Meeting 
Members of the Holy Name Society will meet in 
Ferdinand Hall following 8:30 AM Mass on  
Sunday,	December	7th.	 All male parishioners, 
ages 15 and older are invited to attend. 

St.	Joseph	Parish	Giving	Tree	 
Please	return	your	gifts	or	gift	cards	unwrapped	to	the	church	 

or	rectory	by	Sunday,	December	7th. 
 

Gift	cards	for	the	giving	tree	can	be	put	into	the	collection	basket	for  
organizations, Pregnancy Center & Guardian Angel, that are in need of: Walmart, Aldi,  

Amazon, Marshalls, TJMAXX, Burlington, Gas station cards, Uber  
(for rides to work or appointments in bad weather).  

 

Thank you in advance for your continued support of the Giving Tree.  Your generosity 
and thoughtfulness will brighten the holidays of those who have little.  God	bless	you! 

DON’T	MISS	THIS	OPPORTUNITY	TO	 
PURCHASE		A	PERSONALIZED	 

HOLIDAY	GIFT	 
 

St.	Joseph	Prayer	Garden	 
The Prayer Garden was built in memory 
of past and present parishioners, friends, 
and supporters of our Church. The  
garden is open daily during rectory 
hours as well as during the weekend 
Mass times. It is a center of quiet medita-
tion, prayer, and peace.  
 

Brick	Orders	placed	by	January	30th	will	be	 
installed	in	Spring	2026.	 

 

Order forms are available at all entrances, website, 
or in the rectory.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please call the rectory at  
815-727-9378 .  

Immaculate	Conception	 
 

"Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing!" Decem-
ber 8th is one of our feasts celebrating Mary - the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. From the 
beginnings of the Church, spiritual writers and theo-
logians have acknowledged the innocence and holi-
ness of Mary. St. Irenaeus called her the "new Eve." 
Both faced with the pure freedom to accept or reject 
God, Mary began with work of redemption with her 
yes to Christ! The Church began to celebrate the 
feast of Mary's conception in the early Middle Ages. 
In 1854, Pope Pius IX infallibly declared that Mary 
was free of original sin from the ϐirst moment of her 
conception. On this feast day, we celebrate the 
beauty and goodness of Our Lady! 

Adoration	Chapel	will	be	closed	 
December	15th—January	4th 

Chapel	re-opens,	Monday,	January	5th.  
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In	Memoriam	donations	were	 
received	in	honor	of		 

James	Olznoi,	Sr..	We	thank	Jim’s	
family	and	friends	for	their	 

generosity. 

 

GIFT	SHOP	WILL	BE	OPEN 
DECEMBER	6	&	7	AND	 
DECEMBER	13	&	14 
AFTER	ALL	MASSES 

Calling All Bakers! Save the Date for our Parish’s  
Annual Christmas Cookie Sale 

  

We will hold our annual  
Christmas Cookie sale	 

December	20th	&	21st, in  
Ferdinand Hall after  

all Masses.   
 

We	ask	all	bakers	of	the	parish	to	donate	 
cookies	to	this	event.		 

  

Cookies can be dropped off at the rectory  
December 18th or 19th (before Noon) or to  

Ferdinand Hall before you attend Mass. 
 

We	are	grateful	to	announce	that	KSKJ	Lodge	
#143,	St.	John	the	Baptist,	has	selected	our	

Christmas	Cookie	Sale	as	their	official	Matching	
Funds	event	this	year.	What	doses	that	mean?	
KSKJ	will	generously	match	our	sales	up	to	

$1,000,	doubling	the	impact	of	every	purchase!	
All	proceeds,	including	the	matching	funds,	will	
directly	support	St.	Joseph	Church.	Thank	you	
for	helping	us	make	a	meaningful	difference	

this	holiday	season! 
 

Parishioners are invited to purchase delicious 
cookies to complete their holiday trays.  By baking 

and purchasing cookies you will make this a  
successful fundraiser for our parish. 

WAIT...Don’t Miss the Annual	Christmas	
Cookie	Sale	Rafϐle! Tickets are $1 each or 7 for 
$5. Winners will be selected and contacted at the 
conclusion of the Cookie Sale on December 21st.  

 

This year’s rafϐle items include: Potica, Strudel, 
Handcrafted Afghan with Cozy Socks, and more. 

St. Joseph Church  
Invites You to Join  
Hallow.com/Pray for 
Advent 

It’s	not	too	late	to	enjoy	an	Advent	Gift	from	 
St.	Joseph	Parish.	 

This Advent gift is FREE to all parishioners.  
 

Enroll	by	following	the	directions	below: 
 

How	do	I	join	my	church	in	the	Hallow	App? 
Hallow’s Church	Tab	makes it easier than ever to dis-
cover your parish, connect with fellow parishioners, 
and join nearby church communities. 
 

Key	Features	of	the	Church	Tab	Experience 
· Nearby	Carousel:	Shows up to 10	parishes	within	

25	miles	of your current location, ordered by prox-
imity. If your location services are off, the app will 
prompt you to enable them. 

· Partner	Parishes:	We will highlight Hallow Part-
ner	Churches	closest to you (up to 10). These are 
veriϐied Hallow partners with active parish pages. 

· Quotes:	Displays rotating parish testimonials, 
showing real stories of prayer in community. 

 

How	do	I	join	my	church	community	in	the	mobile	
app? 
Follow these steps to connect with your parish in  
Hallow: 
1. Ensure that your app is current by accessing the 

Apple App Store or the Android Google Play Store. If 
an update is available, click it to make sure you have 
the latest version. 

2. Tap the Church	Tab, at the bottom of your screen 
3. If you haven’t joined a church yet, you’ll see the Ex-

plore	Screen	with the Nearby Carousel and Partner 
Parish Block. 

4. Tap on your church from the Nearby	Churches	list, 
or search by name	“St.	Joseph”	or	ZIP	Code	
60432. 

5. Tap Join to become a part of your parish communi-
ty. 

6. Once you join, you’ll be welcomed by your parish 
page and can view posts, reϐlections, and prayer re-
quests shared by other members. 

 

If	You	Can’t	Find	Your	Church 
· Try searching by ZIP	Code	or full	parish	name. 
· Make sure you’re spelling the church name exactly 

as it appears in ofϐicial listings. 
· If your parish doesn’t appear, please reach out to 

support@hallow.app with: 
Your church’s name;	Full address; City and ZIP Code 
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ST. JOSEPH SENIORS 

The St. Joseph Parish Family  
joins in prayerful  remembrance  
of those who have died recently: 

 

 

Mando	DiBartolomeo 
Bernardine	Russ 

 

May	the	soul	of	the	faithful	departed	rest	
in	peace.		Eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord, let the perpetual light  
shine upon them. 

Slovenian	Union		of	America—Branch	20 
December	14	at	1PM	at	 

MERICHKA’S	RESTAURANT		 
Plan to attend our annual Christmas Party at 
Merichka’s Restaurant. The cost per person is $35, 
including tax and tip, and coffee, tea, milk , or soda. 
A $10 gift exchange is optional. Hostess for the par-
ty is Jeanne Warsaw.  Reservations and payment 
are due to Jeanne by December 10th. There will be 
no refunds. All members and their families are wel-
come.   

Altar	&	Rosary	Society	will 
meet Wednesday, December  
17th at 10:30 AM in the Legion 
Room. All members are asked to 
attend. Mass will be celebrated 
at 11:15. 

🎄St. Joseph Seniors Luncheon🎄 
 

St. Joseph Seniors is celebrating Christmas 
with a holiday luncheon on December 17th 
at noon.  At 11:15 am, prior to the Luncheon, 
Mass will be held in the Parish Hall.  We hope 
all our members will attend. 
 

A special menu will be served at this time and 
is complimentary for all our present mem-
bers.  The children from St. Joseph Academy 
and Montessori Preschool will also be per-
forming. 
 

This luncheon is for present members only.   
Sorry, no guests or new member  

applicants.  
 

It is important that your reservation be 
made no later than Sunday, Dec. 
14th.   Please call Marcia (815-922-1225) 
to make or cancel your reservation.  If you 
attended the November meeting and checked 
you were coming, you are good.   

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Explained! 
 

The four appariƟons of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe took place in December 
1531, when Juan Diego, an indigenous 
convert to the Catholic faith, encoun-
tered a woman dressed as an Aztec princess on Tep-
eyac Hill in present-day Mexico City. The woman, who 
was pregnant, spoke to him in his naƟve language. 
She idenƟfied herself as the Mother of God. 
 

Over the next four appariƟons, Our Lady requested 
that Juan Diego implore the local bishop to build a 
church on the hill, and performed miracles to prove 
her idenƟty. Through one of the miracles, she imprint-
ed her image onto Juan Diego’s Ɵlma, or cloak; the 
Ɵlma bearing that image can sƟll be viewed today at 
the basilica which now stands on the site of the appa-
riƟon. 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is venerated as the Patroness 
of the Americas, and she is beloved worldwide as a 
symbol of motherhood, faith and idenƟty. Her feast 
day is Dec. 12.               ©LPi 

Does	your	child	enjoy	singing?	Here	is	an	 
opportunity	for	them	to	be	engaged	during	Mass	

through	the 
St.	Joseph	Kid’s	Choir 
A	PRACTICE	is	scheduled	for	 

Sunday,	December	21st,	after	10:30	AM	Mass	 
All	children	are	welcome.	 

For more info, please contact Lacey Petrella-Zitko 
at 815-274-3759 or join us in the choir loft on  
Sunday, December 21st, after 10:30 AM Mass,  

for a short practice.  
 

The Kid’s Choirs ϐirst performance will be  
December 28th at 10:30 AM Mass. 



Saturday,	December	6	—	Vigil,	Saint	Nicholas,	Bishop 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
St. Nicholas Visits 
Gift Shop Open 
Second Collection is for Maintenance & Repair 
 

Sunday,	December	7—	Second	Sunday	of	Advent 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
St. Nicholas Visits at All Masses 
Holy Name Society, after 8:30 AM Mass, Ferdinand Hall 
OCIA, St. Joseph Church 
Gift Shop Open, All Masses 
Second Collection is for Maintenance & Repair 
 

Monday,	December	8—	The	Immaculate	Conception	of	 
   	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary 
Neo-Catechumenal Way Morning Prayer, 5AM 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 12:15 PM and 6:00 PM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—10:00 AM  
 

Tuesday,	December	9—	Advent	Weekday 
Neo-Catechumenal Way Morning Prayer, 5AM 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—10:00 AM  
Religious Education Classes,  5:30 PM, St. Joseph School 
 

Wednesday,	December	10—	Advent	Weekday 
Neo-Catechumenal Way Morning Prayer, 5AM 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—Noon 
 

Thursday,	December	11—	Advent	Weekday 
Neo-Catechumenal Way Morning Prayer, 5AM 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—Noon 
 

Friday,		December	12—	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe 
Neo-Catechumenal Way Morning Prayer, 5AM 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM 
Convalidation of Marriage, 6:00 PM 
 

Saturday,	December	13—	Vigil 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
Second Collection is for the Retired Religious 
 

Sunday,	December	14—	Third	Sunday	of	Advent 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
Rosary, following 10:30 AM Mass, led by Pro-Life Committee 
OCIA, after 10:30 AM Mass, OLPH 
Second Collection is for the Retired Religious 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
12/07/25  Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/ Mt 3:1-12 
12/08/25  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
12/09/25  Is 40:1-11/ Mt 18:12-14 
12/10/25  Is 40:25-31/ Mt 11:28-30 
12/11/25  Is 41:13-20/ Mt 11:11-15 
12/12/25  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/  
      Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
12/13/25  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

PLEASE PRAY FOR… 
Our	Apologizes….	Baptism 

We congratulate the Miller family and welcome their son 
into our parish family. May the Holy Spirit guide him 

throughout his life and may God bless him always. 
 

Jaxon	Blake	Rosales 
Son of Ashlin 

Those	Who	Serve 
Spec. Rafael Arias, Andrew Bender,  
Sgt. Nikolas Borrego, Lindsey Carroll,  
Matthew Carroll, Cpt. Peter Collins, COL David 
M. Conner, Dylan Crotty, Michael A. Elmore, Michael J. 
Elmore, Mitchell Elmore, LTC Donald Erickson, Holly Erickson-
Gresens, Anthony Gayton, Melissa Gonzalez, Sgt. John M. 
Khandzhayan, Sgt. Mariela Sanchez-Khandzhayan, Wyatt 
Lawson, Jared Anthony Mason, Kannen Mosher, Andres  
Nunez, Charles  B. Ritzler IV, Augie Spoto 

Marriage	Banns 
 

Please pray for the following couple as they  
prepare to receive the Sacrament of Marriage. 

 

III Gordon Johnson & Alexis Johnson 
December 12, 2025 

Second collection next weekend,  
December 13 & 14, is for the retired religious.  

Our	Sick 
 

Fr. Joe Atcher, O. Carm., Joe Babich, Anthony Bendy, Jen 
Bendy,  Nicki Blowers, Judy Bolte, Patrick Briscoe,  
Stephanie Cavanaugh, Erica Ceballos, Tyler Centorbi, 
Markie Cerda, Joe Cimfe, Vijay Devadas, Genevieve Dum-
yahn, Bruce Eagglhoff, Linda Evans, Veronica Fairman, 
Walter Ferguson, Sharon Boris Fonck, Joyce Gajcak, Lois 
Geary, Roger Gerwatowski, Irene Gordan, Carolyn Grady, 
Jean Haas, Carrie Harth, Andy Honiotes, Janet Horvath, Ray 
Horvatin, Kendall Jackson, Jake Jakovich Jr., Bob Keca, Joan 
Kernc, Patricia Koefoed, Gail Kolenc, Michael Kuhel,  Rich-
ard Lenzen, Mary Loucks, Todd Lukas, Frank Markun, Mary 
Ann Mavrin, Terry Meyer, Greg Munich, Andy  Nunez, Judy  
Philbert, Sharon Planinsek, Rafael Quiroz, Deacon Dave & 
Jo Raskowski, Raymond Reinke, Lorraine Rolih, Nathan 
Roszyk, George Rozman, Julia Sarcletti, James Sefcik, Gavin 
Springsteen, Nancy Sraj, Kathryn Tamayo, Gerald Tezak,  
Nasciana Thompson, Diana Tyda,  Kristina Valentino, Joyce 
Vicich, Terry & Linda Ziesmer, for those in need of prayers, 
and those who have no one to pray for them.  




