
  

Mass	Times 
						Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM          

Saturday Vigil, 4:00 PM                  
Sunday, 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM       

 

Confessions	 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 PM 

 

Holy	Days	 
Please see the Parish Bulletin  

 

Rectory Hours 
Monday — Thursday,  

7:30AM—3:30PM   
 

Friday,  
7:30AM—1:00PM 

 

Rectory	Staff 
Elizabeth	Bravo,  

Dir.	of	Religious	Education 
ebravo@stjosephjoliet.org 

  

Judy	Halsne,	 
Business	Manager	 

jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Scott	Pucel,	 
Facilities	Manager 

spucel@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Kim	Sefcik,	 
Coord.	of	Parish	Services 
ksefcik@stjosephjoliet.org 

 
Park/Cemetery	 
Richard	Cabay,	 

Cemetery	Sexton/	Park	Mgr. 
rcabay@stjosephjoliet.org 
Cemetery:	815-722-6016 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 
 

416 N. Chicago St.  
Joliet, IL 60432 

 

Parish office: (815) 727-9378 
Website: www.stjosephjoliet.org 

 

Fr.	John	Hornicak,	Pastor 
Fr.	Roger	Kutzner,	Parochial	Vicar 

Deacon	Emeritus,	Dave	Raskowski 
August	10,	2025 



2		Page		|		St.	Joseph	Catholic	Church 

 

Saturday,	August	9-	Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.   Patricia Janes (A) (Family) 
  4:00 p.m.   Jerry Mutz (A) (Wife & Family)   

Sunday,	August	10—	Nineteenth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time 
  8:30 a.m.   For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
  Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
  8:30 a.m.   Helen Lawson (Zelinski Family) 
  

10:30 a.m.   Genevieve & John Kotowicz  
  (Bev & Tom Kotowicz & Family) 
10:30 a.m.   Ramos & Carmen Ortiz (Family) 
 

Monday,		August	11—  Saint	Clare,	Virgin 
  8:30 a.m.    Felix Mavec (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.    Mary Perruso (Kay & Terry Lennon) 
    

Tuesday,	August	12—		Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.    American Working  Families (Juraj Rozman) 
  8:30 a.m.    American Family Farmers (Juraj Rozman) 
 

Wednesday,	August	13—	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.    Marija Cebasek-Neubauer & Parents  
  (Husband & Family)  
  8:30 a.m.    Fr. Devin Grifϐin, O. Carm. (Family) 
 

Thursday,	August	14—  Saint	Maximilian	Kolbe,	 
   			Priest	&	Martyr 
  8:30 a.m.    Marinka & Bernard Rozman  
  (Frank & Rosemary Markun) 
  8:30 a.m.    Living & Deceased Members of the Wojnarowski  
  Family 
 

  6:00 p.m.    For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
  Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
 

Friday,		August	15—	The	Assumption	of	the	 
  													Blessed	Virgin	Mary 
  8:30 a.m.     Ted M. Planinsek (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.     Robert F. & Carol Terdic, 70th Wedding  
      Anniversary (Family) 
 

12:15 p.m.    For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
  Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
 

Saturday,	August	16-	Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.    Richard Galick (Family) 
  4:00 p.m.    Stephen L. Sefcik (Family) 
  4:00 p.m.    Eunice Ward (Tony LaPaso & Family)   

Sunday,	August	17—	Twentieth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time 
  8:30 a.m.     Jerry Martinez (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.     Fran & Walt Smaron (Daughter) 
  

10:30 a.m.    For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
  Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
10:30 a.m.    Ursula Sass (Family) 

MASS INTENTIONS MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
August	9	&	10 

August	16	&	17 

4:00 PM M. Mijan D. Dodson, J. Halsne, B. Strahanoski 

8:30 AM C. Kadela V. Gale, C. Kadela, A. Koncar 

10:30 AM S. Orozco L. Engelman, W. Keefer, J. Orozco 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

August	3,	2025	 
 
 
 
 
 

 

May	God	bless	you	always	for	your	generosity	 
and	unwavering	support	of	St.	Joseph	Parish! 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

Sacramental Information 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
On Saturdays from 3—3:30 PM. Other times upon request. Please 
call the rectory. 
  

Sacrament of Baptism Guidelines 
Must be an active registered parishioner of St. Joseph Parish. 
Call the rectory to set up Baptismal appointment. 
Baptisms scheduled at the Baptismal class. 
  

Sacrament of the Sick 
Celebrated individually upon request.  If someone is seriously ill, 
the person should be anointed.  Please call the rectory. 
  

Sacrament of Marriage 
Must be an active registered parishioner of St. Joseph Parish; 
please make arrangements at least six months in advance. 
  

New Parishioners  
Are most welcome and are asked to register at the rectory or 
online through the parish website. 

Weekly Offering……………...…………….. $ 7,319.00 

Maintenance & Repair…………………… $ 3,473.00 

  

Flame of Faith 
In Memory Of 

 
  

Brian	Muren 
William	&	Frances	Papesh 

Lorraine	Tezak 

 

4:00 PM B. Schelli B. Schelli, M. Schelli, K. Sefcik 

8:30 AM B. Zelinski D. Zelinski, E. Zelinski, O. Zelinski 

10:30 AM N. Szalinski D. Mackley, C. Kadela, N. Szalinski 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

“TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN, MARY SHOWs US THE 
WAY TO GOD, THE WAY TO HEAVEN, THE WAY TO 

LIFE.” ~ St. Pope John Paul II 
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St. Joseph Parish needs additional Lectors and  
Extraordinary	Ministers	for the 4:00	PM	and	
8:30	AM	Masses.  These ministries are very im-
portant to our Parish Life.   We ask you to prayer-
fully  consider becoming a Lector or Extraordinary 
Minister.  For information, call the rectory at 815-
727-9378. 

Are	you	widowed	and	still	hurting?	 
Please	join	us. 

 

What:  Attend a Joyful Again! 2 day Work-
shop and Spiritual Retreat 

When: Sept 20th & 2st, 2025 
Where: University of St. Mary's of the Lake, 

Seminary, Mundelein, IL. Over-
night Accommodations available 

For further information ,  
call:  708-354-7211. 

e-mail us at info@joyfulagain.org 
website: www.joyfulagain.org 

A Note From  
Our Pastor... 

 

I would like to extend my 
deepest thanks to every-
one who made my Instal-
laƟon Mass as pastor such 
a wonderful celebraƟon.  
To have so many of you – 
approximately 250 people – along with my 
family, in aƩendance meant a great deal to 
me.  To the altar servers, lector, and extra-
ordinary minister, I thank you for giving of 
yourselves to serve at the Mass.  The music 
was absolutely spectacular.  I appreciate all 
who sang and the musicians who played not 
only the organ but the violin, flute, and trum-
pet.   
 

In his closing remarks, Bishop Hicks thanked 
our St. Joseph Parish family for the warm wel-
come he received. He also complimented the 
musicians and choir for their beauƟful music.   
 

When we processed aŌer Mass we were 
greeted by the Neo-Catechumenal Way, who 
serenaded us in the front vesƟbule.  Thank 
you!   
 

This was such a joyous day.  I am happy and 
honored to be the 13th Pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish.  God bless you all. 

“Go out to the world and tell the good news.” 
~ psalm 117 

Pro-Life	Meeting	 
Tuesday, August 19th at 6:30 PM    

Ferdinand Hall 
Upcoming	Fall	events	will	be	discussed.	 

All	committee	members	are	asked	to	attend. 
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St. Joseph Seniors 
This	is	a	reminder	for	all	those	St.	Joseph	Seniors	
who	made	their	reservation	to	attend	the	Annual	
Steak	Fry. 	  
 

The	Annual	Steak	Fry	will	be	held	 
August	20th,	at	the	Park,	at	noon! 

 

Bring your	plates,	tongs,	and	tableware.		Also, if 
you prefer a special seasoning, please bring this to 
use on your steak. It is your job to grill your steak 
just the way you like it, from rare to very well done, 
from plain to well seasoned! Sides and dessert will 
be provided and prepared by Lillian Cepon.  
 

Please notify Marcia (815-922-1225) of any cancel-
lations.  It should be a beautiful day for you to en-
joy a great meal with your friends! 
 

September	17th	is	our	next	regular	meeting.   
Check	the	September	bulletin	and	Mary’s	updates	for	
more	information.   
 

Save	the	Date:	 St.	Joseph’s	Craft	Fair	and	 
Market	will	take	place	on	Nov.	15th.	 

PRAYER	FOR	THE	RETURN	OF	LOVED	
ONES	TO	THE	FAITH 

 

Great and glorious God, 
You are the source of all life and of  

the gift of faith. I humbly  
ask You to touch the heart  

of my loved one(s) 
 

(mention name or relationship) 
 

Who has (have) fallen away from their 
faith. Help them, through Your grace  

and my example to see the light of  
Your love in their lives, and to ϐind  
their way back to You and to Your  

Church, just as many of Your Saints  
have. Through Christ Our Lord.  

Amen 
~Franciscan Mission  

Associates 



 
 

“We’re Going to Sell Out!” Encountering Jesus at Our Youth Conference 
 

“We are going to sell out all the tickets instantly!” That was my spontaneous reaction when 
I first heard the news: Father Mike Schmitz had agreed to be our keynote speaker for our 

2025 Youth Conference in the Diocese of Joliet. 
 
If you do not know who Father Mike Schmitz is, it likely means you do not spend much time online or listening to 
Catholic podcasts. A priest of the Diocese of Duluth, Minnesota, Father Schmitz has become one of the most rec-
ognizable Catholic voices in the digital world. His Bible in a Year and Catechism in a Year podcasts have touched 
millions of lives. With a rare mix of clarity, humor, and conviction, he brings the Faith alive to all generations. 

And that is exactly why we were elated when he was chosen as one of the speakers for our inaugural Steubenville 
Joliet Youth Conference. Yet long before a speaker was booked or ticket sales opened there was a dream to bring a 
Youth Conference to our diocese. For years, teens from the Diocese of Joliet had been traveling long distances to 
experience dynamic Catholic conferences hosted by Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio. The fruit was 
undeniable: renewed faith, deep conversions, and young people stepping into lives of discipleship. We began to 
ask, what if we brought that encounter home? What if we did not just send our teens away to find Christ, but invit-
ed Christ into our own backyard? 

So, we did it. With prayer, planning, and no shortage of volunteers, collaborators, and donors, the Steubenville-
Joliet Youth Conference took place on the weekend of June 27 - 29, 2025, at Benedictine University in Lisle, Illi-
nois. The response was overwhelming. 

Nearly 2,000 teens, plus chaperones and youth ministers, filled the campus. More than 1,700 confessions were 
heard. Parishes that had never connected before were praying side by side. There were moments of joyful chaos 
with laughter, dancing, and games, and moments of reverent silence that moved even the most skeptical hearts. 
One youth minister told me, “It felt like this conference had been running in our diocese for ten years.” And in a 
way, it had, only in prayer and in the longing of many hearts. 
From Friday evening to Sunday afternoon, our young people were immersed in an experience centered around 
Christ. There was music and praise, compelling keynote talks, breakout sessions for young men and women, and 
powerful times of small group reflection. But it was Saturday night’s Eucharistic Adoration that left the deepest 
mark. I watched as Jesus in the monstrance was processed through the crowd. Two thousand voices quieted. Two 
thousand hearts opened. Christ was truly present—not only in the Eucharist, but also in their lives. 
The weekend concluded with the Sunday closing Mass, which I had the privilege of celebrating. After the final 
prayer, Father Mike Schmitz stepped forward and invited anyone who was not yet baptized, but who had felt 
stirred by the Lord over the weekend, to come forward to receive a special blessing. He then invited any young 
people who were considering a vocation to the priesthood or religious life to do the same. Slowly, and then more 
confidently, over 100 teens stood and came forward. Some were weeping, and others were smiling with unapolo-
getic joy. As I extended my hands in blessing over each group, the entire crowd prayed for them too. 
Sometimes, I worry that if a young person loves God and wants to participate in the sacramental and communal 
life of our Church, they can feel like an anomaly or like they are the only ones with this desire. And that can be 
isolating and discouraging for them. Yet, at this Youth Conference, Christ was working in their hearts, and em-
boldened their steps toward faith, hope, and the future with the Church. Looking out at the participants, I saw joy, 
renewal, and courage. These teens were not just attending a Church-sponsored youth conference. They were meet-
ing the Lord and being sent out as disciples. 
I thank the many partners who made this possible, such as our parishes, our Department of Catechesis & Evangeli-
zation, Franciscan University of Steubenville, and of course Partnership For Youth who organized the logistics of 
the conference. Together, apostolates, higher education, and the local church can work together to build the King-
dom of God. 

We are committed to building something sustainable and Spirit-filled for the youth of our Church. I am pleased to 
announce that the 2026 dates for our next Youth Conference are already set: June 26 - 28, 2026, again at Benedic-
tine University. Praise be to God, it is that popular! So, stay alert for when those tickets go on sale, because if this 
year was any indication, they will not last long. 



Remember	St.	Joseph	Parish	in	your	Estate	Plans 
As stewards of God’s gifts, we have opportunities to 
provide lasting legacies. Imagine the possibilities if every 
parishioner remembered St. Joseph Church, whatever 
the gift amount, in their estate plans. We are often 
solicited by our alma maters, area museums, zoos, 
nationwide non-profit health related organizations, and 
many other non-profit organizations to remember them 
in our estate plans. The Church and its ministries, as an 
important part of our parishioners lives, should be at the 
forefront of their thoughts when designing their estate 
plans.  Your gift to St. Joseph Church is appreciated and 
will be used in accordance to your wishes.   For more 
information, call the Rectory at 815-727-9378. 

EMPLOYMENT POSTING 

St. Joseph Parish earns a rebate on all purchases made 
when you share your  Food 4Less  digital card when 
checking out.  
 

To	assign	a	digital	card	to	your	account: 
Download the Food4Less App. onto  your smart 
phone. Within the settings,  you will receive a digital 
card to use for purchases and coupons. Please follow 
the prompts to  select your fundraiser recipient as “St. 
Joseph Church, Joliet.”   
 

Thank	you	for	your		continued	support	of	this	fundraising	program	for	the	parish. 

The Diocese of Joliet has announced new positions 
available. To view full detailed job descriptions, vis-
it: The Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet in Illinois at 
www.diojoliet.org/ofϐices/careers    

 

 
Let Raise Right Gift Cards Help with Your 

Summer Plans & Back-to-School Shopping! 
 

For your last minute travel needs and for your back-
to-school shopping, purchase RaiseRight gift cards 

from the parish to streamline the process. 
 

It’s easy—and it works. Purchase gift cards through 
the rectory to pay for everyday (and not-so-everyday) 
expenses, such as groceries, gas, dining out, back-to-
school supplies, household projects, your morning 
coffee, even your family’s summer vacation. You pur-
chase the gift cards at face value. The RaiseRight pro-
gram gives St. Joseph Parish a rebate of all gift cards 
sold.  Our parish can earn over $1,000 each year. No 
selling. No extra time. No extra money. There’s a rea-
son it’s been a top fundraiser for schools, churches, 
bands, sports teams, scouts, and many others for 
more than 25 years.  
 

New vendors are being added monthly. We are hap-
py to announce many new vendors to the Raise Right 
Gift Card program.  In addition to the numerous ven-
dors in the program, you can now order gift cards 
from Uber, McDonalds, Airbnb, Instacart, Doordash, 
Under Armour, Circle K, several airlines, many ho-
tels, gas stations, grocery & convenience stores and 
much more! Order forms are available at all Church 
entrances, on the website and at www.raiseright.com. 
Payment must be received at the time you place your 
order.  If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please call Judy at 815-727-9378. 
 

 Save Time.     Save Money.     Shop RaiseRight. 

CMAA	Pledge	Report	for	St.	Joseph	Parish 
Monthly CMAA pledge pay-
ments as of July 27, 2025. 
 It is very important that these 
pledges be paid in order for us 
to reach our parish goal. Once 
we have reached our goal in 
paid pledges, 70% of the 
amount over our goal will be 
returned to our parish for our 
needs.  
 

PARISH GOAL:    $45,400  
AMOUNT PLEDGED:  $41,816 
AMOUNT PAID:   $35,671   
REMAINING BALANCE:  $6,145 
REBATE AMOUNT:  $0 

Donate	Today 
to	2025	CMAA 



Saturday,	August	9—Vigil 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday,	August	10—Nineteenth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time 
Masses, 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Rosary following 10:30 AM Mass, led by Pro-Life Committee  
St. Mary Nativity & Holy Cross Picnic, Noon, Park 
 

Monday,	August	11—		Saint	Clare,	Virgin 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM-10:00 AM 
 

Tuesday,	August	12—		Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—10:00 AM 
 

Wednesday,	August	13—		Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—Noon 
 

Thursday,	August	14—		St.	Maximilian	Kolbe,	 
   		Priest	&	Martyr 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—Noon 
Vigil Mass, 6:00 PM 
 

Friday,		August	15—	The	Assumption	of	the	 
  												Blessed	Virgin	Mary 
Mass, 8:30 AM  
Rosary, 9:00 AM 
Adoration Chapel,  9:00 AM—11:00 AM 
Mass, 12:15 PM 
Wedding Rehearsal, 4:00 PM 
 

Saturday,	August	16—Vigil 
Wedding , 1PM 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
Private Event, Noon, Park 
 

Sunday,	August		17—Twentieth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time 
Masses, 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
08/10/25  Wis 18:6-9, Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or Heb 11:1-2, 8-12/ 
       Lk 12:32-48 or Lk 12:35-40 
08/11/25  Dt 10:12-22/ Mt 17:22-27 
08/12/25  Dt 31:1-8/ Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
08/13/25  Dt 34:1-12/ Mt 18:15-20 
08/14/25  Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/ Mt 18:21-19:1 
08/15/25  Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/  
  1 Cor 15:54b-57/ Lk 11:27-28 
      Day:   Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 1 Cor 15:20-27/ 
  Lk 1:39-56 
08/16/25  Jos 24:14-29/ Mt 19:13-15 

Please Pray For… 
Marriage	Banns 
 

Please pray for the following couples as they  
prepare to receive the Sacrament of Marriage. 

 
III Jacob Glavan & Jamie Harvatt 

August 16, 2025 
 

II Zachary Ryan & Allison Abellera 
August 23, 2025 

 

I Brian Miller & Nicole Sapio 
August 31, 2025 

Those	Who	Serve 
Spec. Rafael Arias, Andrew Bender, Sgt. Nikolas Borrego, 
Lindsey Carroll, Matthew Carroll, Cpt. Peter Collins,  
COL David M. Conner, Dylan Crotty, Michael A. Elmore,  
Michael J. Elmore, Mitchell Elmore, LTC Donald Erickson,  
Holly Erickson-Gresens, Anthony Gayton, Melissa Gonzalez, 
Sgt. John M. Khandzhayan, Sgt. Mariela 
Sanchez-Khandzhayan, Wyatt Lawson, Jared 
Anthony Mason, Kannen Mosher, Andres 
Nunez, Charles  B. Ritzler IV, Augie Spoto 

Our	Sick 
 

Fr. Joe Atcher, O. Carm., Joe Babich, Anthony Bendy, Jen 
Bendy,  Judy Bolte, Patrick Briscoe, Erica Ceballos, Tyler 
Centorbi, Markie Cerda, Joe Cimfe, Genevieve Dumyahn, 
Bruce Eagglhoff, Linda Evans, Veronica Fairman, Walter 
Ferguson, Mike Gahan, Lois Geary, Roger Gerwatowski, 
Irene Gordan, Carolyn Grady, Jean Haas, Andy Honiotes, 
Ray Horvatin, Jake Jakovich Jr., Marie Kanta, Bob Keca,  
Patricia Koefoed, Gail Kolenc, Michael Kuhel,  Mary Loucks, 
Todd Lukas, Frank Markun, Mary Ann Mavrin, Jerome 
Meehan, Terry Meyer, Greg Munich, Andy  Nunez, Judy 
Philbert, Mike Pierson, Rafael Quiroz, Deacon Dave & Jo 
Raskowski, Raymond Reinke, Lorraine Rolih, Nathan  
Roszyk, George Rozman, Julia Sarcletti, James Sefcik, Gavin 
Springsteen, Nancy Sraj, Gerald Tezak,  Nasciana Thomp-
son, Diana Tyda, Nancy Ursitti, Kristina Valentino, Bob & 
Joyce Vicich, Terry Ziesmer, for those in need of prayers, 
and those who have no one to pray for them.  

 

Wednesdays, beginning 
September 24th 

7-8:30 PM 
St. Joseph Park, 

700 Theodore St. Joliet 




