
 

Mass	Times 
						Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM          

Saturday Vigil, 4:00 PM                  
Sunday, 8:30 AM. 10:30 AM &  

7:00 PM       
 

Confessions	 
Saturdays from 3:00-3:30 PM 

 

Holy	Days	 
Please see the Parish Bulletin  

 

Rectory Hours 
Monday — Thursday,  

7:30AM—3:30PM   
 

Friday,  
7:30AM—1:00PM 

 

Rectory	Staff 
Elizabeth	Bravo,  

Dir.	of	Religious	Education 
ebravo@stjosephjoliet.org 

  

Judy	Halsne,	 
Business	Manager	 

jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Scott	Pucel,	 
Facilities	Manager 

spucel@stjosephjoliet.org 
  

Kim	Sefcik,	 
Coord.	of	Parish	Services 
ksefcik@stjosephjoliet.org 

 
Park/Cemetery	 
Richard	Cabay,	 

Cemetery	Sexton/	Park	Mgr. 
rcabay@stjosephjoliet.org 
Cemetery:	815-722-6016 

St. Joseph Catholic Parish 
 

416 N. Chicago St.  
Joliet, IL 60432 

 

Parish office: (815) 727-9378 
Website: www.stjosephjoliet.org 

 

Fr.	John	Hornicak,	Pastor 
Fr.	Roger	Kutzner,	Parochial	Vicar 

Deacon	Emeritus,	Dave	Raskowski 
January	11,	2026 
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Saturday,	January	10—Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.  Eunice Ward (Tony LaPaso & Family) 
  4:00 p.m.  Robert & Jean (A) Wolz (Family) 
   

Sunday,	January	11—The	Baptism	of	the	Lord 
  8:30 a.m.   For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
        Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
  

10:30 a.m.  David & Barb Dornan (Mr. & Mrs. James Cuci) 
10:30 a.m.  Dolores Valentino (A) (Family) 
  

  7:00 p.m.  Barb Guardia (Joe Cimfe) 
  7:00 p.m.  Mr. & Mrs. Luis Zepeda (Family) 
 

Monday,	January	12—		Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Dorothy Armbruster (Husband, Jim Armbruster) 
  8:30 a.m.  Dermot Sheedy (Family) 
 

Tuesday,	January	13—	Weekday,	Saint	Hilary,	Bishop	 
   		and	Doctor	of	the	Church 
  8:30 a.m.  Dorothy Juricic Brown (Family) 
  8:30 a.m.  Esther Lopez (David & Karen Mackley) 
 

Wednesday,	January	14—	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Kevin Hansen (Mike & Beth Hansen) 
  8:30 a.m.  Ed Metesh (B) (A) (Family) 
 

Thursday,	January	15—	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Rosalie Charletta (Mary Fran Smaron) 
  8:30 a.m.  Eunice Ward (Joan Siegel) 
 

Friday,		January	16—	Weekday 
  8:30 a.m.  Marie Dragovan (Bernardine Russ) 
  8:30 a.m.  Richard C. Mutz (A) (Family) 
   

Saturday,	January	17—Vigil 
  4:00 p.m.  Helen Lawson (Judy Halsne) 
  4:00 p.m.  Caitlin Wierzbinski, Special Intention  
        (Michalak Family) 
   

Sunday,	January	18—	2nd	Sunday	of	Ordinary	Time 
  8:30 a.m.   Angela Hallihan (Kathy Flynn) 
  8:30 a.m.   Frank Nemanich (Huston Family) 
  

10:30 a.m.  For the People of St. Joseph Parish, Living &  
        Deceased (Pro Popolo) 
  

  7:00 p.m.  Charlie Kirk & Family (Stacy & Lorrie) 
  7:00 p.m.  Soϐia Smoglian (Family)          

MASS INTENTIONS MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
January	10	&	11 
 

January	17	&	18 

December	28,	2025 
 

 
January	1,	2026 

 
January	4,		2026 

 
 

May	God	bless	you	always	for	your	generosity	 
and	unwavering	support	of	St.	Joseph	Parish! 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING 

Weekly Offering ………...……………...… $ 9,452.00 

Maintenance & Repair………………… $ 1,230.00 

Additional ……………………...……...… $ 210.00 

Christmas  …………………...…………… $ 21,724.00 

  

Flame of Faith 
In Memory Of 

 

Raul	Juarez 
Sharon	Planinsek,	Special	

Intention 
Bettie	Lustik,	Healing 

  4:00 PM B. Schelli B. Schelli, M. Schelli, 1 EM Needed 

  8:30 AM B. Zelinski B. Zelinski, D. Zelinski, E. Zelinski 

10:30 AM C. Kadela L. Engelman, C. Kadela, J. Orozco 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

  7:00 PM C. Gimbel B. Gimbel 

  4:00 PM D. Dodson D. Dodson, L. Michalak, K. Sefcik 

  8:30 AM G. Walters M. Bruno, T. Osburn, S. Walters 

10:30 AM J. Hostert N. Churnovic, R. Churnovic,  
D. Mackley 

Mass Lector Extraordinary	Ministers 

  7:00 PM J. Contorno B. Schelli, M. Schelli 

“We receive the Spirit of Truth  
so that we can know the Things of God”  

~ St. Hilary of Poiters 

Solemnity of Mary ………………... $ 2,285.00 

Weekly Offering ………...…………. $ 9,918.00 

Maintenance & Repair………...… $ 4,970.00 

Additional ………………………….... $ 126.00 

Christmas  …………………...….…… $ 2,600.00 
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ST. JOSEPH SENIORS 

End	of	Year	Tax	Statements 
Donation letters for 2025 contributions to  

St. Joseph Parish will be mailed upon request  
toward the end of January. Please call the rectory 

or email jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org to request your  
statement for taxes.  

2025 Cookie Sale 

The 2025 Cookie Sale was once again a great success. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make this event 
possible. We are grateful to all of the bakers who gen-
erously donated their Ɵme and talents to provide a 
wonderful variety of cookies, as well as to those who 
donated raffle prizes. Thank you also to everyone who 
purchased cookies and raffle Ɵckets—your support 
made this a very successful fundraiser. 
 

A special thank-you goes to our Parish staff—ScoƩ 
Pucel, Judy Halsne, and Kim Sefcik—whose help en-
sured the sale ran smoothly. We also appreciate eve-
ryone who volunteered their Ɵme during the event. 
Total sales for the Cookie Sale were $1,604. 
 

Raffle Winners: 
Rudolph & Friends (donated by Kim & Mark Sefcik) – 

Barb Hallick 
Afghan & Socks  (donated by Sandy Gregorash) – 

Michelle Shelli 
Kit-Sch Products (donated by Kim & Mark Sefcik) – 

Mike HuƩen 
Staying Warm at Home (donated by Kim & Mark Sef-

cik) – JoAnn HuƩen 
Bathroom Bliss (donated by Kim & Mark Sefcik) – Lin-

da Planinc 
Whiskey  (donated by Kim & Mark Sefcik) – Chris Zitko 
PoƟca (donated by Debbie Zelinski) – Karen Briscoe 
Strudel (donated by Debbie Zelinski) – Bill Starasinich 
 

A very special thank-you to St. John’s #143 KSKJ 
Lodge, who selected this as their Matching Funds 
event and contributed an addiƟonal $1,000, bringing 
our total profit to $2,604. 
 

Sincerely, Bob Zelinski, Chairman 

Happy New Year! 
St. Joseph Seniors will meet on Wednesday,	Jan.	
21st	at	noon.  Lillian Cepon will be preparing a de-
licious comfort food meal, perfect for this cold and 
snowy winter.   
 

Deadline	for	making	reservations	is	Sunday	is	
Jan.	18th.	  Cost is $8 for members and caregivers; 
guests are $10.  If you had a birthday in December 
or are having one in January, your meal cost is 
waived for January.   
 

Please	make	your	reservation	with	Marcia	
Smith (815)	922-1225 by	text	or	phone	if	you	did	not	
do	so	at	the	December	meeting.  Please call her asap 
if you need to cancel, too. After the meeting, bingo 
will be played.    

Thank You! Thank You!   
Thank You! 

 

With hearts overflowing with graƟtude,  
co-chairs Charlene Bravo and her daughter, 
Elizabeth Bravo, would like thank each and 
every one of you who parƟcipated in our 
parish Giving Tree program this year.  The  
response and the amount of items donated 
was fantasƟc.  May God bless you all for your 
generosity. 

 

Charlene, along with her 
daughter, Elizabeth, work 
Ɵrelessly in the months  
leading up to Christmas,  
coordinaƟng with various  
local agencies, such as the 
SalvaƟon Army, Guardian  
Angel Home, Pregnancy  
Resource Center, as well as 
giŌing local families in need. 
Thank you all! 

“Live out your baptism” 
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Prayer	to	MAKE	Disciples 
 

Ever loving God, maker of all good things, you made 
us in your image and called us through baptism.  

Give us now the grace to be made into your disci-
ples, and grant that in being so made, we will do as 
you have commanded to go and make other disci-
ples as we catechize, evangelize, and put our faith 

into action. Through the intercession of our patron, 
St. Francis Xavier, St. Joseph,  

the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints,  
we humbly make our prayer.  

Amen. 

Book	of	the	Innocents:	Remembering	 
Children	Who	Have	Passed	Away	 

in	Infancy 
In conjunction with the Pro-Life Mass on January 22nd, the 
St. Joseph Pro-Life Committee has placed the Book	of	the	 
Innocents in front of the altar of the Blessed Mother.  In 

this Book	of	the	Innocents,	you are invited to list the name 
of the child you lost, their lifespan, along with any thoughts, 

prayers or yearnings you may have. The entire St. Joseph 
Family joins with you in sharing your sorrow and  

celebrating the love you have for your child.   
The	book	will	remain	in	church	throughout	 

the	month	of	January.   
 

“The death of every relative and friend diminishes the 
world and robs us of something wonderful in our lives. To 
lose a child, however, is to plumb the depths of human sor-
row. Grief is magniϐied by the rupture of the strong physical 
and emotional bonds that exist between parent and child. A 
child’s death deprives their parents of a lifetime	of love, joy, 

shared experiences, and pride in their achievements.”  
~Anthony Cardinal Bevilacqua, Archbishop of Philadelphia, 

June 28, 2023 

Pro-Life	Mass	 
 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 
6:00 PM 

Pro-Life Chaplet at 5:45 PM 
at	St.	Joseph	Church,	Joliet 

CONFESSION 
“Our conversion moves us to a deeper life of faith in 
Jesus and a desire to shape our lives according to 
His Gospel. In Jesus, we have a personal Savior who 
wants to forgive our sins so that we can live freely 
as beloved children of God.  
 

Yet sometimes something holds us back from seek-
ing the very mercy God so freely offers. To accept 
the grace of forgiveness, we must not only 
acknowledge our weakness but also recognize the 
tricks of the Devil, who wants more than anything 
to keep us trapped in sin. At times, we may be 
tempted to think, falsely, that our choices are not 
sinful because they do not appear to harm others. 
Or, over time, we might come to believe, also falsely, 
that we have fallen so deep into sin that we are be-
yond God’s reach. Both ways of thinking are simply 
not true.  
 

I want to say emphatically and joyfully that Jesus is 
the Incarnation of Divine Mercy. By dying on the 
Cross in an act of pure, sacriϐicial love, He con-
quered both sin and death. In the Sacrament of Con-
fession, it is Jesus Himself who wipes away our sins 
when we confess them with sincere and contrite 
hearts and make a ϐirm resolve to change our ways. 
Through the absolution of the priest, we receive the 
grace of new life.  
 

When we think about the struggle with personal sin, 
perhaps no one comes to mind more readily than St. 
Augustine of Hippo (354–430). Through the experi-
ence of repeated repentance and conversion, St. Au-
gustine learned to abandon his worldly pursuits and 
overcome his moral failings to experience a pro-
found spiritual transformation.  
 

As the story of St. Augustine illustrates, our path of 
discipleship begins with a simple but humbling ad-
mission: I am a sinner. And while we are sinners, let 
us strive to be saints. Only then will we begin to 
taste the fullness of being made into true disciples 
of Jesus. When we desire that for ourselves, we will 
naturally want it for others too.  
 

If it has been a while since you have experienced the 
abundant mercy of God by confessing your sins in 
the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, I in-
vite you to pray for the courage and grace to return 
and seek it out.”  
~ Make Disciples by Bishop Ronald Hicks 2025 
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Eucharistic	Ministers	of	Care 
As Catholics we are called by Jesus to serve those 
in need: the hungry, homeless, vulnerable and sick.  
Ministers of Care bring communion, prayer and 
church community information (e.g. church bulle-
tin) to people who are homebound, in nursing 
homes, care facilities, and hospitals.  
 

Please	consider	joining	our	volunteers	for	this	
growing	ministry	to	beneϐit	the	Parishioners	of	 
St.	Joseph	Church.	For more information, please 
contact Kim in the rectory at 815-727-9378. 

St. Joseph Parish needs additional Lectors, 
Extraordinary	Ministers,		and	Sacristans	for		 
all	Masses:										Saturday, 4:00 PM 

Sunday, 8:30 AM  & 10:30 AM 
Sunday, 7:00 PM    

These ministries are signiϐicant to our Parish Life.   
We ask you to prayerfully  consider becoming a 
Lector, Extraordinary Minister, and Sacristan.    
	 
For information, call the rectory at 815-727-9378. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DOES	YOUR	CHILD	LOVE	TO	SING? 

Do they light up during Mass, joyfully singing the  
Holy, Holy or Alleluia? Let their voice shine in a fun 
and relaxed way by joining the: 
 

ST	JOSEPH	PARISH	KID’S	CHOIR 
If your child is interested in joining, please reach out 
to Laurica (aka Lacey) Petrella-Zitko.  

Text/Call:	815-274-3759	or	email	 
lauricapetrella@gmail.com.	 

 

Join us as we Praise God through the gift of song! 
God Bless you and yours.  

 

Prayer for the Spread of  
Perpetual EucharisƟc AdoraƟon 

 

Heavenly Father, increase our faith in the Real  
Presence of Your Son, Jesus Christ in the Holy  

Eucharist.  We are obliged to adore Him, to give 
Him thanks and to make reparation for sins.  We 

need Your peace in our hearts and among nations.  
We need conversion from our sins and the mercy of 

Your forgiveness.  May we obtain this through  
prayer and our union with the Eucharistic Lord.  

Please send down the Holy Spirit upon all peoples 
to give them the love, courage, strength, and will-
ingness to respond to the invitation to Perpetual 
Eucharistic Adoration. We beseech You to spread 

perpetual adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in parishes around the world.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus the Lord.   Amen 
 

Our	Lady	of	the	Most	Blessed	Sacrament	help	us	
to	spread	the	glory	of	Your	Son	through	 

perpetual	adoration	of	the	Holy	Eucharist.	 
 

The Adoration Chapel is open weekdays following  
8:30 AM Mass. 

Everyone is welcomed and encouraged to spend 
time with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
 
 
 

Do	you	love	to	Sing?	 
Add	your	voice	to	our	Choir! 

 

Come join us in this beautiful ministry on Sundays 
at 8:30 AM. Novice and experienced vocalists alike 
are welcome, and the ability to read music is not 
required.  
 

For more information, please contact the Rectory at 
815.727.9378.  



STOMP! STOMP!  
To Help Save Our Carpet 

  

When the snow ϐlies, salt is put down on the 
sidewalks and parking lots around Church.  Help 
save our carpet by Stomp-Stomping your feet 
when you ϐirst enter the Church.  This will help 
the salt to stay near the entries and not get 
tracked throughout the Church.  

 

Calling	all	Prayer	Warriors?	If so, we need 
YOU to help with Prayer Chain requests. Requests 
are shared via email. If interested, please call the 
rectory or email Judy at jhalsne@stjosephjoliet.org. 

 

Pancake	Breakfast 
hosted	by 

Our	Lady	of	Perpetual	Help	Parish 
201	S.	Briggs	St.,	Joliet 

 

Sunday,	January	18th 
8:00	AM	until	12:30		PM	In	the	Gym 

Donations: Adults $10.00      
Kids and Veterans $6.00 
 

Fresh and Delicious All You Can Eat Pancakes with 
Biscuits & Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Coffee, 
Milk & Orange Juice  

 

St.	Joseph	Prayer	Garden	Bricks 
 

The Prayer Garden was built in memory 
of past and present parishioners, friends, 
and supporters of our Church. The  
garden is open daily during rectory 
hours as well as during the weekend 
Mass times. It is a center of quiet medita-
tion, prayer, and peace.  
 

Brick	Orders	placed	by	January	30th	will	be	 
installed	in	Spring	2026.	 
 

Order forms are available at all entrances, website, 
or in the rectory.  If you have any questions or need 
additional information, please call the rectory at  
815-727-9378 .  

Slovenian	Union		of	America—Branch	20 
Sunday,	January	18	at	1:00	PM	 

Dinner	&	Ceremony	 
at	St.	Joseph	Park 

Please join us for a buffet dinner provided by the 
ofϐicers. After a short business meeting, our  

Spiritual	Advisor	Father	Tom	Paul	will conduct 
the Installation	of	Ofϐicers.	 

Thank you to the members 
of the Service Committee!  
It is because of you and your 
willingness to visit and deliver 
our Annual Christmas Gift bags 
to our parishioners who are 
homebound. You brought JOY to 
so many this Christmas Season.  

 

Additionally,  the Service Committee would like to 
thank, Pamela Dixon, for her continued support in 
donating various items used within the Christmas 
gift bags. Your generosity is very appreciated. 



Saturday,	January	10—Vigil 
Funeral, 10 AM 
Baptism, 1:30 PM 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday,	January	11—	The	Baptism	of	the	Lord 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
Pro-Life Rosary, after 10:30 AM Mass 
OCIA, following 10:30 AM Mass @ OLPH 
 

Monday,	January	12—	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—10:00 AM 
 

Tuesday,	January	13—	Weekday,	St.	Hilary,	Bishop	&	 
   Doctor	of	the	Church 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—10:00 AM 
Religious Education Classes,  5:30 PM, School 
 

Wednesday,	January	14—	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM 
 

Thursday,	January	15—	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM 
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—Noon 
 

Friday,		January	16—	Weekday 
Daily Mass, 8:30 AM  
Adoration Chapel, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM 
Prayer Shawl, 9:30 AM, Ferdinand Hall 
Private Event, St. Joseph Park, 6:00 PM 
 

Saturday,	January	17—Vigil 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, Litany, & Rosary, 3—3:45 PM 
Confessions, 3:00-3:30 PM 
Mass, 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday,	January	18—	2nd	Sunday	of	Ordinary	Time 
Masses, 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 7:00 PM 
OCIA, following 10:30 AM Mass @ Ferdinand Hall 
SUA Event, St. Joseph Park, 1PM 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
01/11/25  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/ Acts 10:34-38/ Mt 3:13-17 
01/12/25  1 Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20 
01/13/25  1 Sm1:9-20/ Mk 1:21-28 
01/14/25  1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/ Mk 1:29-39 
01/15/26  1 Sm 4:1-11/ Mk 1:40-45 

01/16/26  1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12 
01/17/26  1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19, 10;1/ Mk 2:13-17 

PLEASE PRAY FOR… 

We	welcome	the	following	individuals	into	our	 
parish	family.	May	the	Holy	Spirit	guide	them	

throughout	their	lives	and	may	our	gracious	and	 
loving	God	bless	them	always. 

 

Miguel	&	Felicia	Hurtado 

New Parishioners 
Those	Who	Serve 
Spec. Rafael Arias, Andrew Bender,  
Sgt. Nikolas Borrego, Lindsey Carroll,  
Matthew Carroll, Cpt. Peter Collins, COL David 
M. Conner, Dylan Crotty, Michael A. Elmore, Michael J. 
Elmore, Mitchell Elmore, LTC Donald Erickson, Holly Erickson-
Gresens, Anthony Gayton, Melissa Gonzalez, Sgt. John M. 
Khandzhayan, Sgt. Mariela Sanchez-Khandzhayan, Wyatt 
Lawson, Jared Anthony Mason, Kannen Mosher, Andres  
Nunez, Charles  B. Ritzler IV, Augie Spoto 

Our	Sick 
 

Fr. Joe Atcher, O. Carm., Joe Babich, Anthony Bendy, Jen 
Bendy,  Judy Bolte, Stephanie Cavanaugh, Erica Ceballos, 
Tyler Centorbi, Markie Cerda, Joe Cimfe, Vijay Devadas, 
Genevieve Dumyahn, Bruce Eagglhoff, Linda Evans, Veroni-
ca Fairman, Walter Ferguson, Sharon Boris Fonck, Lois 
Geary, Roger Gerwatowski, Irene Gordan, Carolyn Grady, 
Jean Haas, Carrie Harth, Andy Honiotes, Janet Horvath, Ray 
Horvatin, Jake Jakovich Jr., Bob Keca, Joan Kernc, Patricia 
Koefoed, Gail Kolenc, Michael Kuhel, Richard Lenzen, Ann 
Marie Linko, Mary Loucks, Todd Lukas, Bettie Lustick, 
Frank Markun, Mary Ann Mavrin, Terry Meyer, Greg Mu-
nich, Andy  Nunez, Judy Philbert, Sharon Planinsek, Rafael 
Quiroz, Deacon Dave & Jo Raskowski, Raymond Reinke, 
Lorraine Rolih, Nathan Roszyk, George Rozman, Julia Sar-
cletti, James Sefcik, Gavin Springsteen, Nancy Sraj, Kathryn 
Tamayo, Gerald Tezak,  Nasciana Thompson, Diana Tyda,  
Kristina Valentino, Joyce Vicich, Ann Wojnarowski, Terry 
Ziesmer, for those in need of prayers, and those who have 
no one to pray for them.  

Parking Announcement 
When parking along the north side of Church on Clay Street, 
please	do	not	pull	forward	onto	the	sidewalk.		 Many pa-
rishioners use the sidewalk to enter through the front doors 
of Church.  It is difϐicult to use the sidewalk when cars pull up 
too far.  Please be courteous and allow room for 
the sidewalk to remain clear.  Thank you. 




