Wedding Guidelines for Music and Liturgy

The Sacrament of Marriage is first of all a Sacrament.  It is a sacred event, whether it is a full wedding Mass or a wedding ceremony, and is to be celebrated with due reverence and devotion in every aspect, including music, actions and participation.  All planning, including actions and music must be prayerful and encourage the participation of those present.  The emphasis in worship is never on performance but on giving glory to God in the Sacrament. Below is a list of requirements for wedding music in our Parish.  The Director of Music or delegate of the pastor will be happy to meet with you and plan your wedding liturgy.
 
1. All music used in weddings must be approved by the Director of Music/Pastor. 
2. Music must be God-centered and liturgically appropriate. No pop songs, songs 
from musicals or inappropriate operatic literature of any kind will be used within 
the liturgical celebration. 
3. All music will be “live” - no taped music of any kind. 
4. If the wedding is celebrated within Mass, all acclamations will be sung 
(i.e. Gloria, Alleluia, Holy Holy Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen, and 
the Lamb of God). This is usually sung by the Cantor (soloist). 
6. During the Presentation of Gifts (Offertory) music may be played. 
7. A Mass is recommended for two Catholics, a wedding ceremony for a Catholic 
and a non-Catholic. This is recommended out of respect for the non-Catholic 
participants. 
8. Fees and payments to the Church, musicians, organist and priests are listed in 
the checklist given during marriage preparation. 

