Wedding Checklist/Fee Schedule

8-12 months prior to the wedding date    
• Meet with the priest to determine freedom to marry, select a wedding date and time (2pm is normally the latest time at St. Mary’s on a Saturday), and discuss the parish requirements and policies for a wedding celebration.  
• Be in regular contact (monthly) with the priest who is preparing you for marriage.  
• Attend premarital classes required by the Diocese of Peoria.  Turn in certificates to the priest who is preparing you for marriage.  Information, schedules and registration can be found at cdop.org 

SIX months prior to the wedding date    
• Obtain necessary documentation, including Baptismal certificates (newly issued from Church of Baptism), Confirmation certificates, witness forms from parents and any permissions.  All paperwork for marriage preparation is the responsibility of the priest preparing the couple for marriage.  The priest performing the ceremony may not be responsible if the couple is doing wedding preparation outside the area.  All paperwork is DUE to St. Mary’s Parish no later than 2 months before the wedding.  

TWO months prior to the wedding date    
• Church fee is due.  There will be a $50 late fee assessed if not paid 1 month before the wedding. 
⇒ $300 for parishioners (this is separate from the stipend you give to the priest) 
⇒ $600 for non-parishioners (this is separate from the stipend you give to priest)  
• Turn in all paperwork to the priest/deacon who is performing the ceremony BRIDE GROOM 
Baptism Certificate (newly issued)      
Confirmation Certificate       
(2) Witness Affidavits       
Marriage Preparation Certificates      

ONE month prior to the wedding date    
• Contact the priest performing your ceremony to discuss last minute details/liturgy. 
• Submit a draft of the wedding program for approval from the priest.  
• Obtain marriage license from LaSalle County.  

Day before the wedding       
• Pay stipends to liturgical ministers 
[ ] Priest/Deacon 
[ ] Cantor/Singer 
[ ] Organist/Musicians 
[ ] Church Fee (if not already paid)

