February 2, 2025
The Presentation of the Lord

St. Mary’s


St. John’s                                                                                                            
79 W. Third Street 
209 Jefferson St. 
PO Box 197 

Benson, IL. 61516 
El Paso, IL 61738                

       Vol. 15 No. 5- Mass Intentions for the Week  
Saturday, February 1, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– 
 

(Walton Volz)
Sunday, February 2, 2025- The Presentation of





The Lord

 Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m. – (Jim Fagen)
 Mass (St. Mary’s) - 10:00 a.m.- 

                                    (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s) 
Monday, February 3, 2025
 NO MASS
Tuesday, February 4, 2025
 St. Mary’s (4:30 p.m.)-Adoration of the Blessed







Sacrament 

 Mass (St. Mary’s)-5:30 p.m. –(Norma Haas)
Wednesday, February 5, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 7:30 a.m. – (Lawrence & Betty

        Novak)
Thursday, February 6, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 7:30 a.m. – (Edward & Maxine

       Wanuka)
Friday, February 7, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 7:30 a.m. – (Phyllis Pedersen)
Saturday, February 8, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– (Jerry Pfister)             
Sunday, February 9, 2025 –Fifth Sunday in 





Ordinary Time

 Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m.- (Msgr. Charles

Beebe)
 Mass (St. Mary’s) + Live Stream - 10:00 a.m.- 

                                     (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s)

Sunday Tithes and Offerings

January 26, 2025
Sunday- St. Mary’s:


$ 2,150.50
Building – St. Mary’s:


$    100.00
Sunday -St. John’s:


$ 1,310.00
ADA

Thank you to all who made a pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal.  If you have not completed a pledge card, please do so.  There are envelopes in the vestibule.


Pledged    Received       Goal

St. Mary’s      $ 41,311    $ 40,366       $ 45,277

St. John’s       $ 14,840    $ 14,260 
   $ 15,721 
From the Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

We have released the parish financial reports for the fiscal year July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. Thanks to your generosity both parishes finished in the positive. Your generosity allows us to continue the work of Christ and the Church in our parishes. The reports are available at the entrance of each parish.

Also, both parishes are invited to participate in the chili cook-off on Saturday, February 15 at 

St. Mary’s hall following evening Mass. This is a great opportunity for our two parishes to come together especially with our parish merger on the horizon. I hope to see you there. 

God Bless, 

Fr. Rayson

MEN OF THE PARISH

The men of Knights of Columbus Council No. 10938 are excited to share the implementation of Cor, a new formation and fraternal opportunity for the men of the parish. Open to men age 18 and older. You do not need to be a member of the Knights of Columbus to attend. Cor will be held at 8 a.m. in St. Mary’s Hall on Feb. 8 & 22, Mar. 8 & 22. We will have coffee and donuts, watch a short video from the series "Into the Breach--Mission of the Family", and have time for prayer. 
Free-Throw Contest

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a free-throw contest is THIS SUNDAY, February 2 at the Titan center at 11 AM. Anyone ages 9-14 can compete.
Chili Cook-off

On Saturday, February 15th the El Paso Knights are hosting a chili cook-off for all members of the Benson and El Paso parishes.  This event will be at St. Mary’s Parish Hall immediately following the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  We will provide hot dogs for the children or those who do not eat chili.  The winning chili entrant will receive $50.

Signup sheets for chili entrants and those willing to bring a dessert side will be available next weekend.  It is not necessary to bring anything to attend.  
Eucharistic Ministers- St. Mary’s
Saturday, February 1, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass

Susie Hermes
Sunday, February 2, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass

Mary Wilkey
Saturday, February 8, 2025- 5:00 p.m. Mass

Bev Patton
     Sunday, February 9, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass
Mike Ferruzza
Lectors- St. Mary’s
Saturday, February 1, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass

Jay Pfister
Sunday, February 2, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

CCD Kids
Saturday, February 8, 2025 –5:00 p.m. Mass

Christopher Abel
Sunday, February 9, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

Mark Kotte
Altar Servers -St. Mary’s
Saturday, February 1, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass
Collin Martinez, Julian Martinez
Sunday, February 2, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Keaton Malcom, Liam Gustafson
Saturday, February 8, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass

Garrison Meyer, Aaron Drake
Sunday, February 9, 2025-10:00 a.m. Mass

Eli Reutter, Abe Reutter
Listen to EWTN

Catholic Radio and TV at:

94.7 FM El Paso; 94.3 FM Peoria; 88.1 FM Peru

92.5 & 89.5 Bloomington
Mediacom TV #94; DirecTV #370; DishNetwork TV #261 Sirius & XM satellites channel 130
Internet radio stream : www.ewtn.com/radio
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYLiz4F0SY7qcYSRVjtx0JQ
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St. John’s Ministries 
Eucharistic Minister Feb 2, 2025
Kevin Fromme
Lector Feb 2, 2025
CCD Kids
Altar Server Feb 2, 2025
Aery Alford, Violet Koehler
Ushers Feb 2, 2025 
Steve Kapraun, Gary J. Harms
Gifts Feb 2, 2025
CCD kids
Eucharist Minister Feb 9, 2025
Kevin Fromme
Lector Feb 9, 2025
Jayne Frerichs
 Altar Servers Feb 2, 2025
Brianna Harms, Calen Harms
Ushers Feb 9, 2025
Dan Small, Greg Churchill
Gifts Feb 9, 2025
Bob & Diane Wheelwright Family
Taxes

2024 Year End Tax Contribution Statement: If you would like to receive your St. Mary’s or St. John’s Church Contribution statement for tax purposes, please contact the parish office at 

(309-527-4555) or stmaryselpaso@gmail.com to have one mailed or emailed to you.

Prayer List

Jake Delaney, Yale Luedtke, Philip & Olivia Kuntz, Frank Pala, Pat Page, Gary Cashmer, Scott Piercy, Tammy Koons, Liam Mool, 
Dave Shippert, Nathan Sage, 

Emily Furrow, Liam Walden, Mark Shepard, 

Nick Cargill, Jamey Lindenbaum,

Pat Cuffe, Janet Hunsaker, Stacy Unzicker, Maureen Murley, Michael Wheeler

Tanya Bagby, Ethan Jeffreys
“A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.”

