December 21, 2025
Fourth/Christmas Sunday of Advent

St. Mary’s


St. John’s                                                                                                            
79 W. Third Street 
209 Jefferson St. 
PO Box 197 

Benson, IL. 61516 
El Paso, IL 61738                

       Vol. 15 No. 456- Mass Intentions for the Week  
Saturday, December 20, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– (James & Alberta Delaney)
Sunday, December 21, 2025 –Fourth Sunday of Advent
  Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m.- (Dick & Jeane Hock)
 Mass (St. Mary’s) - 10:00 a.m.- INCENSE
                                    (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s)

Monday, December 22, 2025
 NO MASS
Tuesday, December 23, 2025
 4:15 p.m. -Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament-St. Mary’s
 Mass (St. Mary’s)- 5:15 p.m. – (Angelo & Mary 

Capponi)
Wednesday, December 24, 2025-Christmas Eve
 Mass (St. John’s) – 4:00 p.m. – (John, Alex, & Bryce

       McKay)
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 6:00 p.m. – (Sue Koos)
Thursday, December 25, 2025-Christmas
Mass (St. Mary’s) – 10:00 a.m.- (People of St. Mary’s
& St. John’s)
 Friday, December 26, 2025
  NO MASS
Saturday, December 27, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– (Linda Pfab)             
Sunday, December 28, 2025 –The Holy Family of Jesus,






Mary and Joseph

 Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m.- (Andrea Lewis Shafer)

 Mass (St. Mary’s) - 10:00 a.m.- INCENSE
                                     (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s)
Sunday Tithes and Offerings


December 14, 2025
Sunday – St. Mary’s:


$ 2,565.80
Sunday -St. John’s:


$ 1,000.00


ADA

Pledged:     Received:
       Goal:
St. Mary’s
 $ 40,690    $ 38,344          $44,023

St. John’s    $ 10,320     $  9,820
       $15,817
Coffee/Donuts

Correction: NO COFFEE AND DONUTS THIS SUNDAY.

From the Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Merry Christmas!!! We celebrate with great joy God becoming man and dwelling among us. The mystery of the Incarnation and the Lord’s birth in time shows the depth of God’s love for humanity. He did not abandon us after the fall in the Garden of Eden but he sent his only begotten Son at the appointed time to become like us in all things but sin. His journey would go from the manger to the cross where he would pour out his life for the salvation of the world.

As we celebrate the Nativity of Christ, I wish to extend my best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of our Parishioners and friends. Please be assured of my prayers.

Merry Christmas,

Fr. Ramza

In Loving Memory

St. Mary’s parishioner, Don Sennott, passed away on Sunday, December 14, 2025. Please keep him and his family in your prayers.

May God give him eternal peace and fill his surviving family and friends with the strength of His consolation. Amen

Prayer List

Jake Delaney, Yale Luedtke, Philip & Olivia Kuntz, Frank Pala, Pat Page, Gary Cashmer, Scott Piercy, Tammy Koons, Liam Mool, Dave Shippert, 

Nathan Sage, Emily Furrow, Liam Walden, 

Nick Cargill, Jamey Lindenbaum,

Pat Cuffe, Janet Hunsaker, Stacy Unzicker,

Tanya Bagby, Carol Young,

Tom McKay, Chase Wolf, Mary Peterson, 

Linda Leach, Jack Petersen, Marian Volz,

Don & Angela Sennott, Gary Barnes, 

Nancy Laskowski

Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen
“A tiny architect works inside the human heart drawing sketches of the ideal love from the people it sees, from the books it reads, from its hopes and daydreams, in the fond hope that the eye may one day see the ideal and the hand touch it. Life becomes satisfying the moment the dream is seen walking, and the person appears as the incarnation of all that one loved.” 

Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen
Eucharistic Ministers- St. Mary’s
Saturday, December 20, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass
Christopher Abel
 Sunday, December 21, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass

Allison Malcom
Wednesday, December 24, 2025- 6:00 p.m. Mass

Mary Wilkey, Jane Bill

Thursday, December 25, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Beth Miller
Saturday, December 27, 2025- 5:00 p.m. Mass

Bev Patton
     Sunday, December 28, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass
Jane Bill
Lectors- St. Mary’s
 Saturday, December 20, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass
Kevin Fromme
Sunday, December 21, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

Mary Wilkey
Wednesday, Dec 24, 2025-6:00 p.m. Mass

Paul Schmitt

Thursday, Dec 25, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Doug Donner
Saturday, December 27, 2025 –5:00 p.m. Mass
Christopher Abel
Sunday, December 28, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

Doug Donner
Altar Servers -St. Mary’s
 Saturday, December 20, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass
Garrison Meyer, Isaac Moritz
Sunday, December 21, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Eli Reutter, Abe Reutter, Arden Larson
Wednesday, Dec 24, 2025- 6:00 p.m. Mass

Colin Martinez, Julian Martinez, Garrison Meyer

Thursday, Dec 25, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Abe Reutter, Emma Donner
Saturday, December 27, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass
Adalynn Wyss, Anderson Wyss
Sunday, December 28, 2025-10:00 a.m. Mass

Kamden Malcom, Keaton Malcom
Harrison Donner

Listen to EWTN

Catholic Radio and TV at:

94.7 FM El Paso; 94.3 FM Peoria; 88.1 FM Peru

92.5 & 89.5 Bloomington
Mediacom TV #94; DirecTV #370; DishNetwork TV #261 Sirius & XM satellites channel 130
Internet radio stream : www.ewtn.com/radio
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St. John’s Ministries 
Eucharistic Minister December 21, 2025
Tina Welsh
Lector December 21, 2025
Jayne Frerichs
Altar Server December 21, 2025
Charlie Goett, Anthony Goett,
Carter Alford
Ushers December 21, 2025 
Bruce Tallyn, Dan Small
Gifts December 21, 2025

Rose Wolf
E.M. December 24, 2025-4:00 p.m.

Elaine Kneip

Lector December 24, 2025-4:00 p.m.

Tim Kapraun

Altar Servers Dec. 24, 2025-4:00 p.m.

Carter Alford, Anthony Goett,

Ben Goett

Ushers Dec 24, 2025- 4:00 p.m.

Neil Heineke, Gary Harms, Kevin Fromme
Gifts Dec. 24, 2025- 4:00 p.m.

Sullivan, Harms Families
Eucharistic Minister December 28, 2025

Elaine Kneip
Lector December 28, 2025

Jayne Frerichs
Altar Servers December 28, 2025
Gage Alford, Charlotte Kapraun
Rylan Heineke
Ushers December 28, 2025
Greg Churchill, Seth Robertson
Gifts December 28, 2025
Neil and Erica Heineke
“Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed: the Savior of the world will reign over us.”

