December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

St. Mary’s


St. John’s                                                                                                            
79 W. Third Street 
209 Jefferson St. 
PO Box 197 

Benson, IL. 61516 
El Paso, IL 61738                

       Vol. 15 No. 45- Mass Intentions for the Week  
Saturday, December 13, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– (Bob & Elaine Kapraun)
Sunday, December 14, 2025 –Third Sunday of Advent
  Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m.- (Don Kaufman)
 Mass (St. Mary’s) - 10:00 a.m.- INCENSE
                                    (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s)

Monday, December 15, 2025
 NO MASS
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
 4:15 p.m. -Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament-St. Mary’s
 Mass (St. Mary’s)- 5:15 p.m. – (Conrad & Norma

Loebach)
Wednesday, December 17, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 7:30 a.m. – (Fr. Donald Ziemba)
 Mass (St. John’s) – 5:15 p.m. – (Jim Fagen)
Thursday, December 18, 2025

 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 7:30 a.m.- (Kathryn Harms)
 6:00 p.m. (St. Mary’s)-Reconciliation
Friday, December 19, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) -7:30 a.m.- (Tom & Flossie

Argubright)
Saturday, December 20, 2025
 Mass (St. Mary’s) – 5:00 p.m.– (James & Alberta Delaney)             
Sunday, December 21, 2025 –Fourth Sunday of Advent
 Mass (St. John’s) – 8:00 a.m.- (Dick & Jeane Hock)

 Mass (St. Mary’s) - 10:00 a.m.- INCENSE
                                     (People of St. Mary’s & St. John’s)
Sunday Tithes and Offerings


December 7, 2025
Sunday – St. Mary’s:


$ 3,552.50
Building-St. Mary’s:


$    305.00    
Sunday -St. John’s:


$ 1,820.00


ADA



 Pledged:     Received:
       Goal:
St. Mary’s
 $ 39,240    $ 36,407          $44,023

St. John’s    $   8,200     $  7,670
       $15,817
Coffee and Donuts
St. Mary’s coffee and donuts will be on December 21 following Mass. There is a sign-up in the entrance of the church.

Advent Reconciliation
Please note the schedule on the left side of the bulletin. Extra times for confession are available before Mass on Tuesday evenings at St. Mary’s and Wednesday evenings at St. John’s. In addition, on December 18 at 6 p.m. Father will be available for Confession. 

Blanket Drive!
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Please consider adding one more item to your shopping list this year!  St. Mary’s is teaming up with the local Methodist Church again this year to help the residents of the El Paso Healthcare Center.  Please take an envelope from the back table as a reminder.  While you are doing your Christmas shopping, prayerfully consider purchasing a throw-sized blanket (or several!) to donate.  If you would rather we do the shopping for you, please return any monetary donation in the envelope.  Drop off all donations to the back of the church by Sunday, December 14th.
St. John’s Angel Tree
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The St. John's Angel Tree is up and ready for you to support the RB60 school district this year. In addition to playground equipment, school supplies, and snacks for students; there is a need for additional gifts for a few students this year. 

Father has asked in lieu of giving him a gift this year for Christmas, to support the Angel Tree instead. 

If you choose one of the family tags, could you please have under the tree by December 17th, so that I can get them wrapped and to the school before Christmas break. 

If you choose a Sowers tag, please use the Amazon wish list below to order the item.

https://www.amazon.com/.../ls/3ILYGK0E1GYIY/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
Please contact Stephanie Harms at (309) 231-1018 if you have any questions. Thank you so much for supporting our schools and kids!
Eucharistic Ministers- St. Mary’s
Saturday, December 13, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass
Pete Hermes
 Sunday, December 14, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass

Jane Bill
Saturday, December 20, 2025- 5:00 p.m. Mass

Chris Abel
     Sunday, December 21, 2025 - 10:00 a.m. Mass
Allison Malcom
Lectors- St. Mary’s
 Saturday, December 13, 2025– 5:00 p.m. Mass
Brian Kelly
Sunday, December 14, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

Paul Schmitt
Saturday, December 20, 2025 –5:00 p.m. Mass
Brian Kelly
Sunday, December 21, 2025 – 10:00 a.m. Mass

Mary Wilkey
Altar Servers -St. Mary’s
 Saturday, December 13, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass
Adalynn Wyss, Anderson Wyss
Sunday, December 14, 2025- 10:00 a.m. Mass

Henry Kostelnick, Owen Ragusa, Elsie Ragusa
Saturday, December 20, 2025–5:00 p.m. Mass
Garrison Meyer, Isaac Moritz
Sunday, December 21, 2025-10:00 a.m. Mass

Eli Reutter, Abe Reutter, Arden Larson\
Listen to EWTN

Catholic Radio and TV at:

94.7 FM El Paso; 94.3 FM Peoria; 88.1 FM Peru

92.5 & 89.5 Bloomington
Mediacom TV #94; DirecTV #370; DishNetwork TV #261 Sirius & XM satellites channel 130
Internet radio stream : www.ewtn.com/radio
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St. John’s Ministries 
Eucharistic Minister December 14, 2025
Tina Welsch
Lector December 14, 2025
Julie Heineke
Altar Server December 14, 2025
Clayton Koehler, Calen Harms,
Cali Koehler
Ushers December 14, 2025 
Tim Kapraun, Kevin Fromme
Gifts December 14, 2025
Rose Wolf
 Minister December 21, 2025

Tina Welsh
Lector December 21, 2025

Jayne Frerichs
Altar Servers December 21, 2025
Charlie Goett, Anthony Goett, 
Carter Alford
Ushers December 21, 2025
Bruce Tallyn, Dan Small
Gifts December 21, 2025
Goett Family
Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen
“A tiny architect works inside the human heart drawing sketches of the ideal love from the people it sees, from the books it reads, from its hopes and daydreams, in the fond hope that the eye may one day see the ideal and the hand touch it. Life becomes satisfying the moment the dream is seen walking, and the person appears as the incarnation of all that one loved.” 

Venerable Archbishop Fulton Sheen
Prayer List

Jake Delaney, Yale Luedtke, Philip & Olivia Kuntz, Frank Pala, Pat Page, Gary Cashmer, Scott Piercy, Tammy Koons, Liam Mool, Dave Shippert, 

Nathan Sage, Emily Furrow, Liam Walden, 

Nick Cargill, Jamey Lindenbaum,

Pat Cuffe, Janet Hunsaker, Stacy Unzicker,

Tanya Bagby, Carol Young,

Tom McKay, Chase Wolf, Mary Peterson, 

Linda Leach, Jack Petersen, Marian Volz,
Don & Angela Sennott, Gary Barnes, 
Nancy Laskoski

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.”

