Jesus said, 'T am the way , the truth and the life.' -

John 14:6

St.Francis Catholic & Church
of England Primary Academy

Dear Families

As we approach the end of another busy week, I'm delighted to share some wonderful
moments and important updates with you all. Our school continues to buzz with activity
and achievement, and I'm incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication shown by our
children and staff.

This week, we were thrilled to host our VE Day picnic on the school field, welcoming
families to join us in commemorating this significant historical event. It was heartwarming
to see our community come together, sharing stories, food, and creating memories. These
moments of connection are precious, reinforcing the strong bonds between our school and
families. Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make this event so special.

As we look ahead, our Year 6 children are intensely focused on their upcoming SATs. Their
determination and resilience in preparing for these assessments have been truly
impressive. The dedication shown by both our children and teachers during this time is
commendable. | have every confidence in our Year 6s and know they will approach next
week's tests with the same enthusiasm and diligence they've demonstrated throughout
their time at St Francis. Let's all rally behind them, offering our support and
encouragement as they take this important step in their educational journey.

I'm also delighted to share a particularly proud moment for our school. During a recent
peer review, the exceptional behaviour of our children was specifically noted and praised.
This recognition is a testament to the values we instill and the positive learning
environment we cultivate together. It reflects not just on the children themselves, but on
the entire school community - parents, teachers, and support staff alike. Your continued
support in reinforcing good behaviour at home plays a crucial role in this success, and for
that, we are deeply grateful.

These highlights - from community events to academic preparation and exemplary
behaviour - showcase the vibrant, supportive, and ambitious spirit of St Francis. Each day, |
witness the growth, kindness, and enthusiasm of our children, and it reinforces my belief in
the bright future ahead for each of them.

As we move forward, let's continue to work together, celebrate our achievements, and
support one another. Your involvement and support are invaluable, and together, we're
creating an environment where every child can thrive.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to our school community. Here's to many more
successes and memorable moments in the weeks to come.

The big question last week was:
What do you think makes someone special?

‘I'm special because | have good friendships and | help people every day’ Daniel, YR

‘Making good choices’ Kitty, Y1

‘When people let you play with them’ Dixie, Y2

‘I think being nice makes someone special because everyone deserves to be treated the

same.’ Lizzy, Y3

‘Their quality time with you’ Lucy, Y4

‘You doing you and being unique’ Samuel, Y5

‘I think their personality makes them special because everyone has different minds and if

we were all the same then it would be boring.” Ava, Y6 r. v
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The big question this week is: y

Is it ever ok to break the rules? Why? Why not? I

Kind Regards

Mr Craig
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office@stfrancisventnor.org

Important Dates

12th May - SATS Week

16th May - Year 6 Cinema Trip

23rd May - PTA Break the Rules Day
23rd May - Break up

24th May - Messy Church - 3pm—5pm
2nd June - Return to school

2nd June - 7th July, Every Monday -Yr 6 Swimming @
Waterside

3rd June - Class Photos

3rd June - Reception Starters 2025 information session
4pm—5pm

9th June - Phonics Screening Week

19th June- PTA Film Night Times - TBC

24th- 27th June—Yr 6 Trip to Paris

2nd- 4th July - Yr 4 Little Canada Trip

8th July - School Transition Day

8th July - PTA End of Year Disco

8th—9th July - Bikeability - Yr 6

10th July - DCAT Enriched - Hurstpierpoint College
10th July - Yr 6 Leavers Service - Portsmouth Cathedral
11th July - Sports Day

16th July - Reception Trip to Blue Reef Aquarium

23rd July - Year 6 trip to Houses of Parliament &
Westminster Abbey

24th July - Last Day of the school year

Our School Vision




Beatrix Potter Class News

This term, Reception have continued to find out about
different festivals around the world whilst comparing
similarities and differences. We compared some of the
May Day traditions with some of the other festivals we
have explored over the year. We found out that !
traditionally May Day was when people would welcome
in the Summer. After watching a short clip of Morris
dancing, we were eager to all have a go! A 'May Queen'
was chosen to wear the floral headpiece as well as an
accordion player and we all wore wrist or ankle bells
along with dancing scarves.

In Literacy, we have been focusing on what a sentence needs and remembering to use
finger spaces between our words, a capital letter at the start and punctuation at the end.
This week, we wrote our own versions of Jack and the Beanstalk.

In Maths, we have been focusing on the composition of numbers
within 10, doubles within 10 and subitising (quickly seeing a
guantity without having to count).

During Exploration Time, Reception have particularly enjoyed develping their gross and
fine motor skills with our new monkeys bars, washing and pegging up clothes and our
weaving station!




Stars of the Week

« Congratulations !40'9"?
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Maddie-Rae-

House Points

Polar bears - 302

Pandas - 191
Snow Leopard -120
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Class Attendance

Congratulations to Year 3
Class for having the highest
class attendance this week.

Year 3 = 98.8%
Year 2 = 98.6%
Year R = 98.4%
Year 6 = 98.1%
Year 4 = 96.6%
Year 5 = 95.2%
Year 1 = 94.8%
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Outstanding Library Books

There is a large number of library
books that have not been
returned, please can you have a
good look for them and return
them to the office.

Messages will be sent out to
parents with the titles of the
books.

Dogs on school site.

As much as we love
dogs, please do not
bring them on to the
school site. Thank you.p
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FREE COURSES AND WORKSHOPS
0-19 years service
(Start for Life Offer

Healthy Eating
Antenatal Courses

Understanding baby/child
Breastfeeding Support  geyelopment

& Stay and Plays Suitable from Pregnancy — 2 years

[Parenting Support Understanding Teen development )

Language Skills Understanding all Behaviours

School Preparation

Emotional Development -
Suitable from 2- 19 years j

Missing Football Kit.

There is a large amount of the
school football kit missing,
please can you have a good
look for any items and return
them asap to the office.

Vel
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Thank you.
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ELIM (Early Language Identification Measure)

Do you have a child aged between 2-2.5years. Scan the QR
code to complete our language measure. You will be
contacted offering you appropriate information and support
if needed.

Suitable from 2-2.5 years

( Contact us
WEBSITE FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM
O] [m  EIE
G/
3
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Or call us on 529208, 617617 or 408718

Family Hubs in NEWPORT, RYDE, and SANDOWN v
Family Centres SHANKLIN, VENTNOR, COWES, (8) %, 5%v 7
K EAST COWES and WEST WIGHT

As the weather is warming up
please can your ensure your child
has sun cream applied before
school and they bring a water
bottle and hat to school every day.

Thank you )4/




Joim the P T1T.AUI PTA news Joim the P T.A!
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MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WO RK

The PTA are busy planning some exciting events for the children this year, below
are some events for the children to look forward to.

Friday 23rd May - ‘Break the rules day’ - Children can pay £1.00 per rule they
break.

Rules to break :
Chocolate in lunch box.
Squash instead of water.
Wear your own clothes.
Crazy hair.

There will also be a cake sale at break time.

Thursday June 19th - Film night (after school) with
Popcorn and Hotdogs £2.00 per child. i

Friday 11th July - Sports day - Ice cream for the children .
after the races. £1.00 per child.

Tuesday 8th July - End of term Disco with AJ,
£5.00 per child, to include sweets
and a drinks.

October - ‘Light Rave’ to tie in with Diwali
and possibly a Colour run.

November - Christmas Craft Workshops

These are just a few events that are planned and there will more to follow plus a
very exciting Christmas treat.

If you would like to join the PTA please contact the office.




Term Dates 2024-2025 Next Years Term Dates 2025-2026

Term Dates 2024 - 2025
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evelopment Day joliday JBank Holiday *first day after break # last day before break (no children)

Bank and Public Holidays 2025/2026

ghrislmss Dsy % 25 Decemgar gggg Easter Monday 6 April 2026
oxing Day New Year's 6 December M

) Bank and Public Holidays 2024/2025 Now Vears Day Holiday 1 January 2026 Soving Bank Halday 35 Wiy 2096
Christmas Day 25 December 2024 Easter Monday 21 April 2025 Good Friday 3 April 2026 Summer Bank Holiday 31 August 2026
Boxing Day New Year's 26 December 2024 May Day Holiday 5 May 2025

New Year's Day Holiday 1 January 2025 Spring Bank Holiday 26 May 2025

Good Friday 18 April 2025 Summer Bank Holiday 25 August 2025

Spring/Summer Menu
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School Uniform

The uniform at St Francis is:

- Grey trousers/skirt/pinafore/ Blue & white gingham dresses for the summer
- White Polo (with logo if possible) Years R, 1, 2

- White button through shirt/blouse and tie Years 3,4,5 & 6
- School Sweatshirt/Cardigan with logo

- Grey socks/tights

- Black School Shoes (not trainers or boots)

PE Kit is:

- White Logo T Shirt

- Navy PE shorts

- Plimsolls / Trainers

Hair longer than shoulder length should be tied up at all times this applies to both boys and girls and hair accessories should
be subtle (no big bows/ ribbons please)

For safety reasons children should not wear any jewellery in school. However if your child has pierced ears, small studs may

be worn. These will need to be removed for P.E lessons and if your child goes swimming.

We are proud of our school and its uniform, please help us to keep looking smart.

PE Days:

Monday - Years 5 & 6 Please remember PE kit
Tuesday - Reception MUST be worn to school
Wednesday - Year 3 on your child’s PE day.
Thursday - Year 2 & 4 PE kits should be brought
Friday - Year 1 in for all after school sports

School Information

School starts at 8.30am and finishes at 3.00pm. Please ensure your child is dropped off in plenty of time
for the start of the day and that you collect your child promptly at the end of the day or after their club.

Attendance

If your child is absent from school please ensure you contact the school office promptly in the morning,
you can leave a message on 857449.

Break and lunch boxes

A reminder that children should bring a healthy snack for break (no chocolate) and a healthy balanced
lunchbox, thank you.




SATURDAY 31ST
MAY 2025

11AM - 4PN

GODSHILL PLAY PARK,
CENTRAL MEAD

WHW.GODSHILLPLAYPARK.CO.UK

GET YOUR
TRAINERS ON!

AND JOIN US FOR OUR FAB 2KM
KIDS FUN RUN!
MEDALS FOR ALL OUR RUNNERS!

/  ALL PROFITS RAISED WILL GO TOWARDS THE UPKEEP AND
_ ONGOING IMPROVEMENTS TO GODSHILL PLAY PARK -
v

¥ FREE ENTRY!

c0 DSHIL i DONATIONS

WELCOME!
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Bringing Imagination Into Play
2025

CELEBRATING CHILDREN,
PLAY AND FUN FOR ALL!

SATURDAY 31ST MAY 2025
1AM - 4PM

GODSHILL PLAY PARK, CENTRAL MEAD

COME ALONG FOR LOTS OF MERRIMENT, MUNCHING AND MINGLING ON THE MEAD!

accessible

~)~ Corf Scout Campsite &~
O

Scouts QOpen Day
Corf Road, Shalfleet, PO30 4NT

Saturday 17 May 2025

10:00am - 4:00pm
All welcome. Bring the family. Many activities.

Refreshments. Parking £5 per car. Free entry.
Sorry, no unaccompanied children & no dogs (except assistance dogs).
o v o v y,

Sto ry Time with...

Wednesday 21* May
9.30-11.30am

Included in your entrance or

all 4 story times for £22 2

we dream...we inspire

CAMP

YOUTH AGE

9-18

MAY WEST WIGHT GloS s
SPORTS CENTRE, =
30th & 3ist e 1Day £30

10am - Freshwater Both days £50
m reshwater Inc T-shirt

BooKalFis:
https://spond.com/invite/CZ0OUJ




The next PTA fundraising eventis ...... Break the
rules day !!

Friday 23rd May - ‘Break the rules day’ - Children can pay
£1.00 per rule they would like to break. There will also be a cake
sale at break time.

There will be a stall outside the main
office after school from Monday

19th -Thursday 22nd May selling
Coloured hair spray,

chalk combs, tattoo sleeves, bobble
hair braids and other exciting items
in readiness for the day, there will
also be passes on sale for the rules
they would like to break.

Rules to break :

Chocolate in lunch box.

Crazy hair.




