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NEWSLETTER                  Autumn Term 2025
Festive greetings to you all from the team at SMDS
A warm welcome to all new pupils who joined us this term.
AUTUMN TERM is rapidly coming to an end, a term that has been dedicated to settling new pupils into their classes and consolidating pupil progress through the preparation for examinations. Some pupils have received invitations to be entered into ISTD and RAD exams in March 2026 term. More examinations will take place during summer term, so please note, we select exam candidates according to the length of time spent in the discipline. Where possible we aim to keep pupils in their friendship groups but this is not guaranteed. Regular attendance also determines whether a pupil has progressed enough in order to achieve a satisfactory result. If your child has not received an invitation this will come in time, but please get in touch to discuss. We take all our pupils into consideration. 

Please always respond as quickly as possible to exam invitations because the examining societies are giving us short intervals to turn the paperwork round. 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE SUBJECT OF FEES AND VAT. From 1 January 2025, the government removed the VAT exemption for private schools, and dance education delivered by a private school is considered to be subject to VAT at the standard rate of 20% according to their income threshold. Sadly, we have been advised that South Manchester Dance School now falls into that category. Therefore all invoices for spring term 2026 will include VAT. To compensate for the escalation in costs for parents, and in order to show some understanding, we have reduced individual class costs to the 2024 prices. In other words, South Manchester Dance School will absorb a percentage of the additional VAT costs. In addition, parents with siblings taking dance classes will receive a 5% discount off the net cost of their invoice total.
INVOICES. Please also note the visual change in the appearance of your invoice, which from now on will give greater clarity on all the details of your childs dance classes. This end of term, spring invoices will be printed and handed to pupils as previously, however, it is IMPORTANT to note that future invoices will be emailed to you. The office requests you immediately provide us with any change of contact details. 

FURTHER ANNOUNCEMENT. Due to personal reasons, from Spring Term 2026 I will be reducing the hours I spend in the school office. School will continue to run under my guidance with the assistance of our team. Please don’t hesitate to CONTACT us in the usual manner, by mobile or email and, in order not to disturb teachers and pupils during classes, or delay the start of classes, we politely ask you to refrain from approaching the teaching staff. Alternatively, please call the mobile 07483216079 or email us at info@southmanchesterdanceschool.co.uk. 
UNIFORM Please honor our uniform rules! We are seeing items of clothing appear in class that are not part of our uniform. Pupils will be asked to remove them. Hair discipline is an important part of the uniform. For ballet classes, hair must be tied back and pinned into a bun (chignon) with the use of grips, pins and a hairnet. For modern and tap classes a pony tail is acceptable. All items of uniform can be purchased from our dedicated uniform service run by Anne Mistry. Please contact the office or email for your orders. Order forms are readily available and a copy included with your invoice. The office is open on Saturday mornings to manage enquiries and uniform sales etc. 
SAFE GUARDING, we ask parents to always let the teacher know you have collected you child. Debut Dance pupils will not be allowed to leave the building until we have seen their parent.

LOST PROPERTY Items are grouped into the red boxes in the ground floor cloakroom and will go to charity at the end of term. We have an accumulation of water bottles! Please put your childs name on all items.
HEALTH AND SAFETY Limited dance kit and water only is allowed in the studio. No syrupy drinks in the studios!
Denise Cornall 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2026 

Spring term commences: Monday January 5th 2026, half term break 15th – 22nd February, end of term 28th March
ISTD exams 3rd or 4th March. RAD exam date to be confirmed
