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It is with a heavy heart that I bring you the following news.
Margarita McGaire, founder and proprietor of South Manchester Dance School sadly passed away on the 3rd of September.

Some of you will remember ‘Miss McGaire’ from her teaching days at South Manchester Dance School, some from her presence in the office, or if you were involved in our production in 2024, you will not have forgotten miss McGaire making her way to the stage at the end of the show to address us all with her characteristic observation of minute detail and story-telling skill and humour!

Proprietor of South Manchester Dance School, Margarita McGaire A.R.A.D. formerly a professional dancer and an examiner for the Royal Academy of Dancing bought the school over forty years ago, and established its’ reputation for delivering quality dance instruction. 

Today we are beholden to Miss McGaire for setting standards and an ethos that make’s South Manchester Dance School stand out from other schools. The building itself is a testimony to her vision and principles for an old school method, many of the teachers including myself have been taught and mentored to our current status by Miss McGaire, within the school premises, and it has not always been about dance!

Miss McGaire is renown within the Royal Academy of Dance and the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance for her unforgettable personality and imposing presence, and of course her excellence.

I consider us honoured to have been part of her era, and to uphold her legacy to be our duty.

Some changes will be put into place in the coming weeks, months, but the intention is to keep South Manchester Dance School as a functioning tour de force in the Manchester dance scene.

Miss McGaire’s children, Jonathan Stevens and Harriet Williams, inherit the school and building, and will govern the school through this period of transition.

I am taking this opportunity also to announce that teachers Miss Ellen and Miss Chloe have both been elevated to more senior roles to support us through this new era of South Manchester Dance School. More about that later.

I close with a quote from Miss McGaire herself;

"Dance gives a confident awareness of one’s whole self, discipline is heightened, musical senses are enhanced, multiple skills are developed in the process of training such as coordination, multi-tasking and memory for sequence, qualities that are the foundations for a successful career in whatever profession."

Denise Cornall
