BE SMART IN
THE PURSUIT OF

GOD'S KINGDOM

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ

An angel appears at a faculty meeting and
tells the dean that he has come to reward him for his years
of devoted service. He was asked to choose one of three blessings: either
infinite wealth, infinite fame, or infinite wisdom. Without hesitation, the dean
asks for infinite wisdom. “You got it!” says the angel, and disappears. All
heads turn toward the dean, who sits glowing in the aura of wisdom. Finally
one of his colleagues whispers, “Say something.” The dean looks at them and
says, “l should have taken the money.”

Wisdom, in the sense of being smart or shrewd as we see in today’s para-
ble of the dishonest servant, is not an end in itself. One can be smart and use
one’s smartness to do mean things. Many con artists and terrorists are smart
people who use their smartness to create unhappiness in the world. Today's
parable challenges us to be smart in the pursuit of the kingdom of God just
as godless people are smart in their pursuit of selfish goals and ambitions.
Jesus uses the example of a smart manager in his master’s business to teach
us the need to be smart in the Lord’s service. We are challenged to imitate
the manager’s shrewdness, not his dishonesty. “The master commended the
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly” (Luke 16:8).

Today, the parable challenges us all to be smart managers. Me a manager,
you say? Yes, we are all called to be managers. God has entrusted the whole
of His creation into our hands as His managers. Jesus Christ, in addition, en-
trusts the kingdom of God - the kingdom of love, justice and peace - into
our hands as his managers. World peace and harmony, and the renewal of all
things in Christ, are the business of us all, collectively and individually. Jesus
calls it the kingdom of God. Our business as followers of Christ, non-ordained
as well as ordained believers, is to help bring about the kingdom of God
starting from our own selves. We have all been given the necessary resourc-
es to do this. We have been equipped with the truth of faith, we have been
empowered by the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts, and we have been
given time. Sooner or later we shall all be called upon to render an account of
how we have invested and managed these resources.

The time to be smart is now. The smart manager used what he could not
keep to get what he needed so badly, friendship with his business associates.
We should likewise invest all our temporal and spiritual resources to gain the
only thing that matters in the end: the kingdom of God.

Have a Blessed Sunday!
Fh. Refal ligenza.,
Pastor — St. Joseph Catholic Church



