
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners and Visitors,

I want to wish all of you a wonderful, happy, healthy, and 
blessed new year 2026!!

Today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord marks the conclusion of 
the Christmas Season 2025 and the beginning of Ordinary Time in 2026.  It’s a feast 
of transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public ministry.  It also echoes the 
theme of the Epiphany in that the Baptism of the Lord is another manifestation an-
nouncing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first followers and to the disciples of John the 
Baptist.

First of all, it needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not need the baptism of John.  
John was baptizing as a call to and sign of interior repentance.  Jesus had no need 
to repent.  But, nonetheless, He comes to John.  John resists at first but Jesus insists.  
Why did He receive baptism?

First, by accepting the baptism of John, Jesus affirms all that John has said and 
done and affirms his sacred role of preparing the way for Jesus and for a new era of 
grace.  Therefore, the Baptism of Jesus acts as a bridge between the Old Testament 
prophets (of which John was the last) and the New Testament era of grace and truth. 

Second, it has been said that when Jesus entered the waters of baptism, He was 
not baptized by the waters, rather, His Baptism was one in which all the created wa-
ters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by Him.  By entering into the waters, 
Jesus sanctified water and poured forth His grace making all water the future source 
of salvation. 

Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epiphany.  It was a moment of manifestation.  
As He emerged from the waters, “Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from Heaven, ‘You are my be-
loved Son; with you I am well pleased.’”  This manifestation of the sonship and divini-
ty of Jesus took place in a physical, audible and visible form so that all present would 
know, without question, that Jesus was the Son of the Father.  Thus, His baptism is a 
way in which the Father introduced His Son and His Son’s mission to the world.

Today let’s turn our eyes to Jesus and prepare ourself to follow Him and to heed 
every word He speaks.  He was sent into this world to draw us to the Father, allow 
Him to fulfill that mission in our own lives.

Have a Blessed Sunday!

Fr. Rafal Ligenza, 
Pastor, St. Joseph Catholic Church
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