Draft Minutes of the Parish Advisory Committee Meeting
Sunday 12 July 2026 at 11:45am
St Michael's Centre
Attendees
Fr Matthew Carney (Parish Priest), Monica Chidgey, Andreas Erhardt, Deacon Russell Hathway, Sally Wakefield, Juliana Rozario, Jithin John, Lolita Parmesa, Jonathan Raialingam.

1. Opening Prayer
The meeting commenced with an opening prayer led by Fr Matthew.

2. Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from James Mulcahy and Viv Evans.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and approved as an accurate record.
Matters arising were addressed under the relevant agenda items.

4. Election of Chair and Secretary
Following the recent PAC elections, members discussed the roles of Chair and Secretary.
Juliana Rozario volunteered to undertake the role of Secretary, subject to support and guidance with minute-taking. Fr Matthew and the Monica agreed to provide assistance, including circulation of minutes and guidance on possible use of AI-assisted note-taking tools.

5. Parish Priest's Report and Evangelisation Report
Finance and Property
Fr Matthew reported that the financial figures for the year ending 31 December 2025 are currently awaiting final approval through the Archdiocesan process. Once approved, they will be presented to parishioners at an AGM, the date of which is yet to be confirmed.
The following property matters were noted:
· Restoration work on the Calvary is expected to begin shortly at a cost of approximately £27,000 plus professional fees.
· Roof repairs continue in areas above the Lady Altar and Font at an estimated cost of £4,000.
· The parish car is beginning to require more maintenance due to its age.
· A change in provider for the parish intruder and fire alarm systems has resulted in savings of approximately £1,000 per year.
Parish Statistics
Fr Matthew reported the following:
· Average Mass attendance is approximately 220.
· Seven children received First Holy Communion this year.
· Eleven young people were confirmed.
· Five baptisms have taken place so far this year.
· Twelve funerals have taken place or are scheduled.
Communications
· The parish website has recently been redesigned and continues to be updated regularly.
· Live-streaming of Masses generally operates well, with occasional technical issues.
· Around forty parishioners now receive the parish bulletin electronically.
Evangelisation and Vision Statement
Members discussed the parish vision statement which has been developed following consultation with the Evangelisation Group, previous parish council members and other parishioners.
The vision statement is based around four key priorities:
· Hospitality
· Prayer and Worship
· School
· Outreach
Fr Matthew explained that the vision is intended to guide parish development over the next five to ten years and help the parish move from maintaining existing activities to becoming a more outward-looking and mission-focused community.
Members were asked to review the vision statement, share it with parish groups and family members, and submit comments before the next meeting.
The Council agreed to revisit the vision at the September meeting and begin identifying practical actions required to implement it.
Parish Events
Fr Matthew reported positively on recent parish activities including:
· Rise Theatre during Lent.
· Parish trip to Harvington Hall.
· Good Friday Walk of Witness.
· CAFOD event hosted in the parish.
· Pentecost celebrations and parish garden party.
· Confirmation and First Holy Communion celebrations.
· Deanery Station Mass.
· Participation in Archdiocesan youth events.
Future events include the World Apostolate of Fatima programme on 5–6 September.

6. Reports from PAC Members
SVP Report
Monica Chidgey presented the SVP report covering the period from 24 April to 3 July.
Activities included:
· Volunteering at the Ebbw Vale Food Pantry.
· Food parcel distribution.
· Provision of emergency supermarket vouchers.
· Utility bill assistance.
· Household support including provision of a bed and mattress.
· Home visits and welfare support.
· Transport to hospital appointments and funerals.
· Assistance enabling attendance at Mass and other significant events.
· Homeless outreach alongside neighbouring SVP conferences.
· Administrative support and food bank operations.
Members noted that approximately 100 hours of voluntary service had been recorded during the reporting period.
Camino Fundraiser
Monica reported that she had raised almost £4,000 through sponsorship for her Camino challenge.
The funds will be distributed as follows:
· 50% to the National Office.
· 25% towards Youth Outreach initiatives.
· 25% towards local conference funds.
The PAC thanked Monica for her significant fundraising efforts.
Pro-Life/SPUC
Margaret Evans was not present, therefore no report was received. Members were encouraged to continue supporting pro-life initiatives through prayer.

7. Finance
Finance matters were incorporated within the Parish Priest's Report.
The annual accounts will be presented to parishioners following final approval and publication.

8. Safeguarding, Car Park and Health & Safety
Members discussed safeguarding and health and safety matters.
Key concerns included:
· Ongoing safeguarding responsibilities, particularly regarding vulnerable adults.
· Car park safety, including unsafe driving, unauthorised parking and occasional conflict between users.
It was noted that enforcement measures remain in place and will continue where necessary.

9. Headteacher's Report
As Viv Evans had submitted apologies, no formal report was presented.
However, members noted the continuing importance of strengthening links between the parish and school, particularly in engaging families whose children have limited involvement in parish life.
The vacancy for a Foundation Governor was also noted.

10. St Michael's Centre
No significant issues were reported regarding St Michael's Centre.

11. Any Other Business
No additional matters were raised.

12. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Advisory Committee will take place on:
Tuesday 15 September 2026 at 11:45am.

Closing Prayer
The meeting concluded with a prayer led by Fr Matthew.











Action Points still to be completed from previous minutes.

  Feedback on the Parish Vision Statement.
  First Holy Communion sash proposal.
  Any comments received regarding the school car park letter.
  Progress on ordering altar server albs.

