
 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 
 

August 13-14:  
Rummage Sale (at our 
new site: 21918 180th Street, 
Hutch) 
 

September 10-11:  
Rummage Sale (at our 
new site) 

September 16-18: Brat 
Stand at Cash Wise 
 

September 25: “Paws 
on Parade” pet walk at our 
new site 
 

Small Actions Do Matter by Anthony Anderberg 
Daily news and the history books are usually only filled with heroic stories of individual people doing 
large things or somehow making large contributions to society.  I suppose they are the only stories we hear 
because they are easy stories to tell.  A superhero or group with resources and power make for compelling  
story telling and they fit a familiar, well-worn narrative.  But only hearing this so-called Great Man history 

can lead us both individually and collectively into a state of paralysis, waiting for some large entity to take 
action or a powerful person to swoop in and fix a given problem or situation.  It's easy to believe that we 
don't have much to contribute if we're unable to fix the entire problem or at least make a news-worthy dent 
in it. 
 

Having said that, caring for an area's homeless animals is an endeavor that naturally lends itself to many 

small acts of effort and compassion.  Each person who decides to stop and invest the time and effort to 
rescue a stray animal has changed that animal's life forever.  From that moment forward every full meal 
that animal enjoys, every warm nap, every fun walk, and every carefree moment will happen because of 
the actions of that first person.  Combined together the many seemingly small actions taken by people with 
a purpose can have large effects.  Our shelter has taken in almost 8200 animals since we started - every 
one started with a small act of kindness and compassion: first to bring the animal to us, and then continu-

ing with numerous acts by staff and volunteers to help the animal adjust to shelter life, and finally with a 
new loving family to give them a home. 
 

A successful animal shelter like ours only exists because of many thousands of small actions each 
year.  Each item donated to and later bought from the shelter's rummage sale, each dog walked, each news-
letter folded, each shy cat brushed, each nail trimmed, each donation raised, and each animal saved...they 

all begin with people just like you - choosing to take actions to make the world a better place.  Together 
we are superheros - perhaps not any of us individually, but certainly all of us working together.  

The Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter is devoted to the care of unwanted, stray or abused animals in the form of 
providing veterinary care, housing and adoption in the McLeod County and surrounding area. We are further devoted 
to the education of the public regarding animal care and overpopulation. 
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 2021 Statistics 
(January-July) 

 

Adoptions/Claims: 
• Total:  

   Cats: 152 
  Dogs: 54 

Intakes: 
• Total:  

   Cats: 185 
  Dogs: 57 

Thank you to the 2021 Paws on Parade Sponsors! 
(2020 Sponsors carried forward to 2021) 

Gold 

• Dorothy Butler 
• Citizen’s Bank & Trust 
• James Young & Associ-

ates, LTD 
• McKimm Transit 
• Sandy Radloff, CMT 
 

Silver 

 AEM Mechanical Services 
 Crow River Glass 
 Nuvera 
 
Bronze 

 Hutchinson Family Dentistry 
P.A. 

 Jay Malone Motors 
 Marcus R. Max 
 Jeff Nohner 
 Piehl, Hanson, Beckman, 

P.A. 
 State Theatre 
 Town & Country Tire 
 Russ E. Runck 

After a long wait, the Paws on Parade pet walk is back!  We will be 
holding our Paws on Parade event on September 25th, 2021, at our 
new location, 21918 180th Street, Hutchinson.   
 

If you haven’t  been to  Paws on Parade before, make this year  
your first!  You don’t need a pet to participate and admission is 
free.  Of course, we encourage you to gain pledges and participate 
in the walk, but you don’t have to walk in the walk if you aren’t 
able.  We have all sorts of activities including a silent auction, food 
and vendors.  On top of this, you will be able to stroll our new 
grounds and get to know other people with an interest in helping 
the shelter further its mission of caring for and rehoming stray, 
abandoned and surrendered animals.  Check out pages 3 & 4 of this 
newsletter for more details.   
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Thanks for all your support 

    Riverside Church for including us in your “Love 
Much in Hutch” mission campaign.  They provided vol-
unteers to cut trees and branches to make our new walk-
ing path through our grove and to wash the ceiling of our 
new fundraising facility (old barn).  They went above and 
beyond their pledge to help us with their manpower!  In 
addition, they raised over $1,640 in cash donations from 
their raffle.  Unbelievable! 
 

      Home State Bank for donating $100.00 from their 
quarterly internal fundraiser.  Thanks for choosing us! 
 

    Southwest Initiative Foundation for awarding a 
spay/neuter grant of $5,000 from their COVID-19 Recov-
ery funds.  That will help to spay or neuter a lot of our 
furry friends! 
 

     McKimm Milk Transit Inc. for continuing to pro-
vide storage space for our rummage sale items.  We 
couldn’t have a sale without you! 
 

    Wanda Schwanke for the fabulous cat hammocks 
made from fun fleece.  They add a touch of fun and class 
to the cat condos. 
 

    Target Circle and everyone who voted for the Heart 
of Minnesota Animal Shelter.  We received $1,263 from 
the program. 

     Molson Coors—Viking 
Beverage and Minnesota           
Municipal Beverage Associa-
tion for sponsoring the April 
2021, supply drive at the Liq-
uor Hutch. Cash of  $600 was 
donated along with needed 
supplies, as seen in the picture 
to the right with Juli Baumetz, 
Treasurer, and Anthony Ander-
berg, President, receive funds 
and supplies from Virgene Shellenbarger, Liquor Hutch 
Representative.  Thanks, also, to all who donated. 
 

Terry Grinde for holding the Lewis Avenue Plant 
Sale for yet another year!  This year the sale raised 
$1,706.75 for our shelter. 
 

 Vern and Anne Hahn, the Steve Hahn Family, and 
the Paul Hahn Family for donating money from Amy 
Anne Hahn’s memorials which will be used to land-
scape the grounds at the cat facility into a memorial gar-
den honoring Amy.  We can’t wait for the project to 
take place! 
 

    Hutchinson Health for the $400 from your volunteer 
match program and to the employees who directed their 
money our way. 

A great deal of appreciation goes to the individuals and 
organizations that provide special support to the Heart of 

Minnesota Animal Shelter!   

Thank you to everyone who has 
shopped our  rummage sale at our new 
location!  We are still accepting dona-
tions and will be accepting them 
through August 31st. We accept many 
gently used items including home de-
cor, pet sup-
plies, books, 
holiday decora-
tions and gar-
age items.  But 
note that we do 
not  take cloth-
ing, electronics, 
exercise equip-
ment, or medi-
cal equipment.  For a complete list of 
what we do and do not accept, please 
click the button on our website under 
Volunteer/Events, Projects & Commit-
tees/Rummage & Bake Sale.  Donations 
cannot be received at the shelter so 
please call 320-582-0109 to schedule 
pick-ups and deliveries.  

We are so happy with how our new Rummage Sale Building has 
turned out!  But we could not have made the space what it is without 
all the people and businesses who gave us free or discounted services 
and/or materials to make our terrific space a reality: 
 

 Juul Contracting for the deal on the standpipe 
 Reiner Contracting for donated crushed concrete for our parking 

lot 
 Hansen Gravel for discounted Pit Run for our parking lot base 
 Mini-Biff for the discounted portable toilet 
 Schauer & Sons for the discounted concrete labor & supplies 
 Lite Electric for the electrical work and donated light fixures 
 Dave Mielke Construction for his untiring labor installing the inte-

rior & exterior walls at a more-than-fair price 
 Brian Block from P.E.C.E. Recycling for donated piping 
 Bret Bergs Construction for finish work on the exterior and helping 

us get the roof leak-proof 
 Larry Sorensen of Sorensen Sales & Rentals for all the free rentals 
 Larry Karg for being the mastermind of the entire project and man-

aging the entire day-to-day activities from start to finish 
 Amy Solinger, Juli Baumetz, Joe Solinger, and Jay Laidlaw for 

painting the entire interior 
 Anthony Anderberg & Mark Guggemos for engineering and in-

stalling the security system for the building 

We Could NOT Have Done It Without You! 
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Help HMAS Celebrate Our New Location By Joining Our   

BIGGEST FUNDRAISING EVENT OF THE YEAR! 
 

The 2021 “PAWS ON PARADE PET WALK” 

We can’t continue our mission of caring for animals and providing adoption services without your support. Our 

success depends on your pledges! Participate as an individual or as part of a team.  Come with or without a pet 

for a great time! 

 When: Saturday, September 25, 2021 (Rain or Shine!) 

                            •  9 AM: Registration: Free Admission—Pledges encouraged! 

       •10 AM: Walk Kick-Off & Silent Auction/Raffles Open 

        •1 PM: Event Conclusion (stay as long as you wish!) 

               > Cash, check or Credit Card accepted for the silent auction items.   

                 All other activities are cash only at the event. 
            

 Where: 21918 180th Street, Hutchinson  

                                  (about 2.5 miles west of Cash Wise on South Grade Road) 

Our New Location!!!  Come Check It Out!!! 
 

Help us by collecting pledges, making a donation, or just enjoying the day! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Raise Pledges/Donations totaling $50: Receive a “S’Wag” Bag 

 Raise Pledges/Donations totaling $100: Receive a “S’Wag” Bag,  
2021 Paws on Parade T-Shirt & be eligible for prizes* 

*Upon reaching designated pledge amounts, your name will be entered into the  
appropriate prize drawing bucket(s) 

 

If you are unable to attend the walk, you can drop off your pledges or donations at  
Sorensen's Sales & Rentals (305 Adams St. NE, Hutchinson) by September 24, 2021,  

and still be eligible for prizes!  

PLEDGE/DONATION PRIZES 
First Prize: $300 Gift Card (Pledge/ Donation of $350 or more) 

Second Prize: $200 Gift Card (Pledge/Donation of $250—$349.99) 
Third Prize: $100 Gift Card (Pledge/Donation of $150—$249.99) 
Fourth Prize: $50 Gift Card (Pledge/Donation of $100—$149.99) 

Top individual fundraiser: $50 prize 
Top team also receives prize (not eligible for 1st—4th prizes) 

 

>Silent Auction Items   >Demonstrations   >Vendors   >Food 

>Bake Sale for Humans and Pets   >Raffles   >Door Prizes 

>Activities   >Contests   >Chances to Win Great Prizes 
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HMAS Paws On Parade 2021 Pledge Form 
 

Team or Individual Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street/Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________ Phone_____________________________ 
 

All contributions must be received by walk day to qualify for prizes.  Please hand in your TOTALED pledge form at the registration desk.  
Additional pledges may be listed on a separate sheet stapled to this pledge form.  For additional pledge forms, please visit the shelter or look 
online at www.heartofminnesota.org.  Make checks payable to the Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter.  Donations may be tax deductible. 

#109 

In consideration of the furtherance of your purposes, objectives and work, and in consideration of your permitting me to          
participate in your walk, on behalf of myself, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, I hereby waive and release any and all 
rights and claims for damages which I might have against you, the municipalities through which the walk will take place, as well 
as any other person connected with the walk, their heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns for any and all injuries 
which I may suffer while taking place in the walk or as a result thereof. 
 

Signed_________________________________________________________(signature of walker, or walker’s guardian, if under 18) 
 

Sponsor Name Street/Mailing Address, City, State, Zip Pledge Amount 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

#86 
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Why Should You Spay or Neuter Your Pet?  by Kristin Roffee, D.V.M.  Hutchinson Pet Hospital 

  

I might be preaching to the choir with this article, but it never hurts to review the many 
good reasons why folks should get their pet spayed or neutered.  We hear lots of rea-
sons why people are “waiting” to spay or neuter, some of them are good, others not so 
good.  Here’s some of them with my rebuttals… 

“I am thinking about breeding them because…”  Usually, the rest of this sentence 
is some sort of fluffy answer like we think she/he is cute, or we want the kids to 
have puppies/kittens to play with.  Please, just no.   I love purebred dogs and 
we actually need more, better breeders.  A responsible breeder knows their 
breed inside and out, they are usually involved in showing/working dog trials 
and have extra money!!  Breeding is NOT a job or even a way to pay for col-
lege; it is a hobby that one pursues because they love the breed and want it to 
be the best that it can be. 

“I am scared of the anesthesia.”   This is often a legitimate concern because of a past bad experience.  While it is 
true that anesthesia can be problematic, the drugs and protocols we have today have never been safer.  Making 
sure your pet is current on vaccines, has had a recent exam and lab work, if indicated, are all things we require 
to ensure everything goes smoothly the day of surgery.  Trust me, we all want good outcomes in surgery.  A 
boring day in surgery is a good day! 

“I can’t afford it.”  This is often a misperception.  Most of the time when people actually see the cost for spaying 
or neutering their pet it is much less than the number they had in their head.  And even then, if the costs at a 
regular veterinary clinic are out of reach, there are many subsidized spay/neuter clinics that offer lower cost 
procedures to the public, no financial means testing required.  One great alternative is MN SNAP.  Google 
them. 

“They are going to be hunters.”  This one I may get some flack for, but I don’t care.  There is ZERO scientific evi-
dence to support the idea that an intact dog is a better hunting dog.  That is a bunch of human ego talking.  
Good hunting dogs are good because of good breeding and solid training.  Period. 

“I don’t want them to lose their ‘manhood/womanhood’.”  Seriously.  Get over yourself.  You will not be less of a 
man or woman if your pet doesn’t have their testicles or ovaries.  If you truly love your pet, you will recognize 
that having them spayed or neutered helps them to live a longer, healthier life. 

Which leads to the point of this article: the actual, proven reasons why you should have your pet spayed or neutered: 
Eliminates the risk of unwanted pregnancy.  Every day, the Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter tackles the prob-

lem of unwanted litters, IT IS STILL A PROBLEM.  It takes two to tango, so neutering males is 50% of the 
solution. 

For females, spaying eliminates the very real risk of pyometra, a potentially fatal infection of the uterus.  Spaying 
also significantly reduces the risk of mammary cancer, which is malignant in dogs 50% of the time and in cats 
90% of the time. 

For males, neutering eliminates the risk of testicular cancer (I’ve seen it, it’s ugly) and significantly reduces the 
risk of prostate issues and a particular type of anal tumor called hepatoid gland adenocarcinoma.  I see these 
types of tumors all the time in older unneutered male dogs, and they can significantly impact their quality of 
life. 

For more information on spaying or neutering your pet, speak with your veterinarian or their staff! 

 

Canine Testicular Cancer Feline Mammary Cancer Canine Mammary Cancer Hepatoid Gland  
Adenocarcinoma 

Volunteer Opportunities! 
The Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter could always use volunteers.  One of the areas we need volunteers right now is in fund-
raising.  Now more than ever we could use manpower to help with our rummage sale and with our Paws on Parade.  Whether 
you enjoy getting to know the public or setting up tables behind he scenes, we’ve got a spot for you.  Currently, we need help 
with the rummage sale intakes.  For Paws on Parade, we will need help setting up on September 24th, the night prior to the 
walk.  We will also need help manning booths, scouting for stray poo, and tearing down at the end of the walk.  For a more on-
going  opportunity, we are looking for help publishing the Pawgress Report newsletter.   If you are interested in any of these 
activities, please call Juli directly at 320-582-0109 and she will connect you with the activity that best suits your talents! 
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#110 

Yes, I’d like to make a contribution to the Dog Building Designated Fund 

 

  

What About the Dogs??? 
 

We have been receiving questions about the dogs in our care: Where are they being housed?  Will they be moving to 
the new site?  Where will they be housed at the new site? 
 

The answers to these questions can be a little complicated.  But this is what we can tell you.  McLeod County and the 
McLeod County Fair Board are allowing us to keep our lease on the building at the fairgrounds on Century Avenue 

for the near future.  We plan to keep the dogs in the fairgrounds building until the county no longer allows us to rent 
from them.  We are aware that we will not be able to stay in the Century Avenue building long-term, but when our 
lease will end with the county has not been determined. 
 

In the mean time, we have assessed our site and determined that we will need to build a building for the dogs at our 

property.  While we have preliminary plans drawn up, we have nothing set in stone.  However, we are quite sure the 
new building will cost between $400,000 and $500,000.  For that reason, we are hoping to have several years before 
we need to vacate the building on the fairgrounds.  We would like to have at least $300,000 raised from designated 

fundraising for this building prior to starting the construction of it. 
 

If you would like to contribute to our building fund, please indicate that you would like your funds designated to this 
project.  Without such a designation, your donation will be directed to our general fund for ongoing operating expens-
es.  We look forward to this new project, but as usual...We can’t do it without the support and funding help from you! 

Happy Tails! 
 

I just wanted to drop you a note to say thanks for our 
adoption of Tilly last 
week!  She is amazing!  
Such a snuggler!  She 
and my mom spend all 
day together watching 
their shows and then she, 
Hayley and me head over 
to the dog park with the 

stroller. :) (Hayley is the dark dog that we adopted from 
your organization in Sept. 2017).  Thank you once again! 
 

~ Lisa A. M. 
 

I adopted Frank and Ebony a little over a month ago and 
they have settled into their new home really well! Frank 

has been very curious and has 
explored every inch of the 
house. Ebony had been a lit-
tle love bug, and her favorite 
napping place as of late is on 
my legs while I watch tv. It 
has been absolutely wonder-
ful having these two around! 
About the only real issue 

we’ve had is Frank had some allergies irritating his skin, 
but the vet gave him some meds that are working great! 
They’re both very talkative, and can be very rambunc-
tious, there’s never a dull moment with them. They get 
along great, they play together a lot, and sometimes they 
nap together too! I am so happy I adopted them both!... 
I’m very glad to be giving them a good forever home! 
 

~Camden, Frank, and Ebony  
 
Gizmo was adopted from  HMAS back in 2005.  This is 
the update we received from the family’s daughter: 
Gizmo really took to me so she is living with me now 
that I moved out.  This dog is now almost 17 and has 
survived everything from seizure to strokes and heart 
failure.  I would love to see her puppy pictures again. 

Donation Amount Enclosed: ___ $10,000    ____$5,000    ____$1,000    ____$100    ____Other $__________ 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Street/Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
 

Please complete the information above and mail to: HMAS, PO BOX 175, Hutchinson, MN 55350 

Gizmo Now Gizmo Then 



 

 

Jinny L. Block 
Cory Thode 
from Nick & Debi Decker 
 

Taylor Marie Lepel, her Dog 
Kensington & her Bunny 
Charles 
from Taylor Marie Lepel Me-
morial Fund 
 

Barb Alsleben 
from Jay & Brenda Sceer 
 

Louis Francois, our Yorkie-
Poo 
from Rebecca Benoit & John 
Peterson 

Gerald Grams 
Esther Gunderson 
Mary Forsberg 
Carol Ann Makonsky 
The Hemmesch family 
from Jeff Nohner 
 

Padma & All Her Kittens 
from Mark Raveling 
 

Meg, Rosco & Luke 
from Virgil & Pamela Fronk 
 

Duece, Dante & Dakota 
from Cheryl Kochie 
 

 
 

Oreo & Patches, our cats 
adopted from HMAS 
from Amy McKay 
 

Echo 
from Richard Dahlman 
 

Dusty & 
Bandito 
from Dan & Kathy Scheer 
 

Renate Rath 
from Vernon & Marcella Hoff-
man 
 

Rosie & Louie 
from Clyde V. Peterson 
 

Amy Anne Hahn 
from Anne & Vernon Hahn, 
Paul Hahn Family, Steve Hahn 
Family and friends of Amy 
from Thomas & Valarie Plihal 
 

Sydney 
from Kim & Dean Winter 
 

Pat Fimon 
from Butch & Luanne Kroeger  
 

June Inselmann 
from Sheila Gruenwaldt 
 

Eunice Anglin 
from Leigh & Marlene Anglin 
 

Your Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Street/Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________Phone: _________________________ 
 

                               (Please circle one) 

In Memory / Honor / Donation Of: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Donation Amount Enclosed: $_________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                    #111 

Tributes: Memorials—in recognition of a loving bond: 

Please complete the information below and mail it to the following: 
HMAS Memorials, PO Box 175, Hutchinson, MN 55350.   
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Animal Medical Center Vets 
& Staff 
from Dan & Kathy Scheer 
 

Molly Cat 
Larry Graf & Sherry 
Connaughty-Graf 
 

Chip & Bobcat (girl), both 
adopted in 2020 
Lanette Grenke 
 

Orrin Yates & Tamini  
Hamster 
From the International Fine 
Particle Research Institute 

Donations in honor of:  

Thank You Young Fundraisers! 
 

We are so thankful for everyone who helps with 
fundraising for the Heart of Minnesota Animal 
Shelter, and we have no shortage of young people 

helping us.  Some kids ask friends to donate to us 
instead of buying them gifts for 
their birthdays.  One group of 

students has organized an annu-
al fun-run benefitting our shel-
ter.  This summer we have had 

young people sponsor lemonade 
stands to raise money for our 
shelter.  Haylie Bloch raised 
$110 from her stand and Draven 

Levasseur (pictured to the right) raised $36.60 
from his stand.  Thank you so much to all the kids 
who pitch in to make our shelter a success!! 

...More Happy Tails! 

 

Samantha is a dog who was adopted from Heart of Min-
nesota Animal Shelter in 2009.  She is still busy living 
happily ever after.  She recently got a new feline friend 
from the Shelter: Tink.  For the record, 4,261 animals 
were housed through our shelter between these two 
adoptions.  Below you will see pictures of them both in 
their current/new home. 

Yes, I’d like to make a contribution in memory or honor of a very special human or animal friend. 

 



 

 

Adoption Hours: 
Tuesdays: 5-7 pm 

Thursdays: 5-7 pm 
Saturdays: 1-5 pm 

Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter 
880 Century Ave SW 
21918 180th Street 
PO Box 175 
Hutchinson, MN 55350-3701 
(320) 234-9699 
www.heartofminnesota.org 
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Current Resident or 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Street/Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email Address: ___________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 

#112 

 
 

/heartofminnesota 

If you would no longer like to 
receive this newsletter, are getting 
duplicates, or if you would like to 
receive via email, please call 
(320) 234-9699 or email 
contact@heartofminnesota.org.   
 
 

HMAS does not sell or share your 
personal information with anyone. 

 

You may have seen the “Pet of the Week” ads in the Hutchinson Shopper. These ads have 
proven effective in finding homes for the featured animal and raising public awareness of 
HMAS. 
 

Individuals or businesses can sponsor once or become part of the regular schedule. Your 
name or business can be published or you can remain anonymous. Ads only cost $35.00! 
 

For more information, please call the shelter.  

Sponsors Needed—Pet of the Week Ads 

Yes, I’d like to be a member of the Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter!   
I understand my membership fee includes a one year subscription to The Pawgress Report, so I will always be on top 
of what is going on at the shelter.  My membership also allows me the opportunity to vote at the annual meeting (one 
voter per $20.00 membership fee). I am enclosing a check (payable to: Heart of Minnesota Animal Shelter) or money 
order in the amount of $20.00 per membership. Please send my newsletter and updates to this address: 

 


